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advertisement. 


S OON after this work was under- 
taken, Mr. Dupleix publiflied his 
Memoire, wherein he falfelj charged 
the Englifli Eaft India Company with 
ufiirpation of territory, and other ar- 
bitrary proceedings in the Indies. For 
this reafon it was thought neceflary to 
give at length the authentic grants from 
the court of Delli, as well to fhew the 
true date of that extraordinary revo- 
lution at Surat, as to prove that the 
Englifli have preferved a due regard to 
the ruling powers of the country, to 
juftice and the law of nations. And 
as Mr. Dupleix has particularly labour- 
ed to prove that Mahomed Alice Cawn 
had no legal right to the government ; the 
tranfaaions at Sadrafs, in which his 
title had been fully examined and efta- 
blifhed, were printed at large at the 
A 2 end 
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end of the work. It is fufficient that 
the proofs of this important qiicftion arc 
to be found in the Quarto edition, by 
thofe who chufe to examine fuch pa- 
pers, and it may be prefuraed that the 
generality of readers will be better 
pleafed to fee the preient edition re- 
duced, both in bulk and expcncc, by 
the omiffion of thofe parts which afford 
the leaf!: entertainment. 



PREFACE 


T he importance and norelty of 
a fubjeci, of which we have 
hitherto had iraperfed and inaccurate 
accounts, induced me to feize every 
opportunity of making myfelf acquaint- 
ed with the tranfadions in the Eaft- 
Indies, by the perufal of authentic pa- 
pers. The fatisfadion I received from 
thofe I had already fcen, excited an 
eager defire for further enquiry, and 
urged me to agree to any conditions 
under which 1 might be enabled to 
gratify my curiofity. 

Nothing but a determination to 
write fome account of India, could 
have entitled me to the fight of fucb 
materials as I have been favoured with, 
or have properly introduced me to the 
free converfatioo of the perfons princi- 
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pally concerned ; vi^hich, as it lias af- 
forded me the greateft pleafure, as well 
as inftruclion, 1 ought never to men- 
tion without due acknowledgments. 
As I efteem it a {ingiilar honour to 
have been indulged fo much beyond my 
expeciationj by all whom I have taken 
the liberty to trouble on this occafionj 
I am bound to declare, that every per- 
fon to whom I have applied, without 
exception, has given me full fatisfac- 
tion in every point on which I had oc- 
cafion to confult him, and has done it 
with the utmoft politenefs. 

After this, I need not dwell upon 
any further inducements to write; and 
yet the great reputation which the na- 
tion, and fo many individuals have ac- 
quired in the Eaft -Indies, has doubtlels 
been another very inviting circum- 
ftance. 

There had been two very partial ac- 
counts publifhed by the French; and 
as Mr. Dupleix aifo in his Memoirs 

has 
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has mifreprefented many principal fads, 
it became neceflary to date them in 
their true light. 

Though nothing appears more im- 
pertinent than the prefixing an account 
of a work to the book itfelf , yet, as it 
is ufual with mod people to form a falfe 
conception of things, and then to be 
difpleafed if they do not find the 
realities exadly conformable to the 
opinions they have entertained, it may 
in fome cafes be pardonable to endea- 
vour to remove fucli prejudices. 

It will not appear ftrange, that the 
generality of the world, through the 
habit of reading novels, and works of 
imagination, fhould exped from an 
hiftory of the Eaft (which has generally 
been made the fcene of mod of their 
ideal dories) a tale of adventures full 
of wonder and novelty, and nearly 
bordering upon romance. Neither are 
we to be furprifed if others of a ferious 
cad, having alfo, at the fame time, an 
A 4 elegant 
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elegant turn of mind and a taftc lor 
ornament, fhould have exprefi'ed an 
expedation, and, perhaps, hinted their 
advice, that, in order to engage the 
attention of the reader, the work ought 
to be embclHihcd with the ftrangc 
manners of a remote people, the n orks 
of art and the wonders of nature in fo 
very diftant and different a climate from 
our own. 

It is fufficient to fay, in anfwcr to 
this, that the work before us is not a 
hiftory of India, nor of war in the 
interior parts of India, but of war on 
the coaft; of war between two Euro- 
pean nations, who have not, till very 
lately, had any connexion with the 
governing people of the country. It has 
been entirely owing to the war, that an 
European has been allowed to have any 
kind of familiar commerce with them, 
or that the fervants of the Company 
have been admitted to an acquaintance 
with their courts, the fplendor of which 
has been greatly leffened by the war. 

The 
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The war alone has tauo;lit them the 
geography of the country a hundred 
miles round their fettlements; and, 
within thefe few years, thole who had 
been at Madura, which is about that 
diftance, were as eagerly liftened to 
when they returned to Madrafs, and 
their accounts were as new to all that 
heard them, as if they had come from 
Pekin: but it does not appear that 
thofe accounts were very amufing, or 
that they would afford any entertain- 
ment to make up for the interruption 
they would give to the thread oi the 
hiftory. 

When the deffgn of the work is 
once explained, it will then bell; be 
fcen whetlier it has been properly exe- 
cuted. The two things chiefly pro- 
pofed by it were, firff, to make the 
generality of the readers acquainted 
with the geography of the country, of 
which they have as yet very imperfedl 
and confuled notions ; and, in the fe- 
cond place, to lay before the more in- 

formedj 
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formed, an exadt, clear, and impar- 
tial Fate of fads, drawn entirely from 
authentic papers; by which they may 
judge for themfelves, without comment 
or refledions to biafs them, whether 
the civil and military officers of the 
Englifh, or French Eaft -India Com- 
pany abroad, have aded with the moft 
uprightnefs and bravery, in the courfe 
of the war, and the negotiations rela- 
tive to it. 

This being the real defign of the 
work, every kind of decoration that 
was not neceffary to illuftrate fads 
would have diverted the attention of 
the reader from a clofe view of the 
condud of the two nations, by which 
he is to form his judgment. 

Had thefe materials fallen into the 
hands of any perfon capable of render- * 
ing them more pleafing, by his fupe- 
rior tafte in compofition, and a happy 
elegance of jftile, furely he would have 
employed thofe talents injiidicioufly, 

5 had 
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had he beftowed them on this work: 
for the greateft part of it (in order to 
fupport by authorities what is advanced 
as fa<5l) is an aflemblage of treaties, 
debates, grants, articles of war, and 
letters. Thefe are here a neceflary, 
but they are not a favourite part of 
any work: but there are two pieces 
that are the moft valuable and effcntial 
to the whole. The liege of Fort St. 
George, which being a journal, mufl. 
of courfe be dry; and colonel Law- 
rence’s own narrative of his campaigns, 
which, though full of inftrudion, was 
written in a camp, with the foldier- 
like plainnefs which is the diftinguifli- 
ing[ character of that excellent officer. 

It is now fubmitted to the public, 
whether it would have been proper to 
have given a different colour to the 
continuation of a narrative which had 
pleafed all who had feen it, by its un- 
affeded fimplicity: and if, after what 
has been laid, I lhali be convided of 
an error in judgment, it will neither 

furprize 
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furprize nor give me any concern, pro- 
vided I am not proved to have made 
any effential miflake in matters of fad. 
And herein I flatter myfelf I cannot be 
greatly to blame, as I am certain that 
I have not put down any material cir- 
cumflance without the authority of 
authentic papers, or without confulting 
with the fevcral perfons concerned, and 
examining moft thoroughly every thing 
that has appeared dubious. 

As I have taken lb much pains not 
to give credit too haftily to any infor- 
mations I may have received, I may be 
allowed to defire the reader will not 
too raflily give ear to fuch teftimony as 
he may think will confute them; and 
particularly, that |ie will not fuppofe 
a man the better acquainted with fads 
for having been in India, unlefs he has 
been in that very part which was the 
feene of the tranfadion in queftion ; for 
the feveral fettlements being fome as 
remote from others as England is from 
Turky or Africa, the people on one 

coafi: 
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coaft have fometimes no more know- 
ledge of what is doing on the other, 
than we have at home. 

It is alfo to be expeded, that thofe 
who have been witnefles^ to any event 
which it has been thought proper to 
relate concifely, will be ready to im- 
pute that brevity to a want oi informa- 
tion; when, at the fame time, the 
European reader will think that very 
narrative too long, and the detail too 
minute and uninterefting. 

I HAVE, therefore, in handling every 
new fubject, endeavoured to confine 
myfelf to the mofl; recent, as well as 
the mofl: important events, alone ; and 
have avoided going too far back in 
point of time, as that might occafion a 
confufion, by introducing a variety of 
perfons, and a multiplicity of ftrange 
names; which would certainly give 
a he^vinefs, if not a ridicule to the 
whole. 


This 
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This naturally leads to the mention 
of another dijfiB.culty. 

The AEatic Monarchs are exceed- 
ingly fond of alRiming new names, and 
frequently beftow them on others as a 
very ferious and important favour ; and 
indeed they generally confer them en- 
graved on a feal-ring, which exempts 
the wearer from all taxes, tolls, and , 
impofts, where-ever he appears with it • 
in the doniinions of the Prince who f 
beftows it. 

By this means it often happens, that 
different perfons have the fame appel- 
lation, and that the fame perfbn is call- < 
ed by different names % which creates : 
a confufion not always in the power of 
the writer to prevent ; fince it is by no 
means proper to alter a name in the 
fignature of original papers ; and yet, 


* Eradmoodin Cawn being always mentioned in 
the French accounts by his other name Muzapherz- 
ing, it was thought proper to alter his appellation i 
throughout the Narrative. 

when 
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when tlie reader fees the fame perfon 
figning a diiferent name from that 
which he is commonly diftinguifhed 
by, he will be apt to think there is 
fome miftake* 

As it is impoflible to find out any 
criterion to fpell the Perfic and Indian 
names by, fmce they are fo varioufly 
pronounced and fo differently written 
by perfons of the fame nation, I can- 
not pretend to be exad: in this parti- 
cular. The French having publifhed 
an account of the war fome years ago, 
many readers will have been habituated 
to fee names of fome of the princi- 
pal perfons fpelt after their manner j 
therefore, for the fake of conformity, 
I have ufed the fame confbnants as I 
find employed by M. Dupleix and his 
countrymen ; but as their vowels are 
pronounced fo very differently from the 
Englifh, I have, for the moft part, 
altered them accordingly. The word 
which fignifies a warrior, is written by 
the Englifh jung, jing, or jenk ; but as 
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ll’iC French, and particularly M. Du- 
plcix, write it zing, I have done fo 
likewife 5 for though many hold the 
other to be the true pronounciation, 
there are fome who make it doubtful; 
efpecialiy when they fay the word 
Gentoo, or Jentoo, might be fpelt 
with a z ; and it becomes the more 
a matter of indifference, when we call 
to mind the reciprocal letters of the 
Spaniards ; who fpell many words both 
with the X and j f , and give exactly 


* In like manner, Jemidar is very often fpelt Ze- 
midar. 

-f- The Spaniards, in their voyage to Peru, hav- 
ing occafion to mention our ftiip the Chichefter, 
write It Sixter; and as we have moft of our fpellings 
of eaflein v;ords from foreigners, or inaccurate fea- 
men and traders, it may be allowable to make fome al- 
terations ; though, from the force of habit, fome 
people will condemn thofe which are made upon the 
beft reafons. The French having always been imi- 
tated by us in the fpelling of Schah and Khan, tho’ 
the words have for that reafon often been pronounc- 
ed wrong, the obvious fpelling of thefe names with 
w, which helps to give the true found to the vowel, 
will at firft be thought a blameable fingularity: to 

the 
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the fame found to the one as to the 
other. 

I could hardly avoid faying thus 
much, on a fubject very uniiiteieding 
in itfelf, and, poffibly, tirefbmc to the 
generality of readers ; I fliall therefore 
purfue it no further. 


avoid a charge of that kind, I have not often deviat- 
ed from the common fpelling, but as it was neceffary 
to do it fometimes, I have particularly tahen care to 
alter luch as might mifiead the reader into the fup- 
pofition of falfe etymologies, and give him erroneous 
ideas of things : as in the ufual Ipelhng of the word 
which made it ger.erally fuppofed, that the 
5f-poys, who are foot ioidiers, weie either fatlcis 
or marines. 


a 


GL O S' 




GLOSSARY 


PERSI 


Bakg, 

Batta, 


Betei., 


Bramiw, 

B0CKSHEE5 

Bunder, 

Chinam, 

Chop, 


Choultrt, 


O F 


and INDIAN NAMES. 


A N intoxicating juice of a vege- 
table. 

An extraordinary allowance to the army 
when abroad m the field, or in any 
country where garrifon provifions 
are fcarce. 

A leaf, not unlike that of a kidney- 
bean ; it grows on a vine exadly m 
the fame manner; and is in great 
ufe, from the Piince to the beggar. 
They conftantly chew Jt, mixed 
with Chinam and Betel-nul; for the 
Betel-Ieaf and the Betel nut are from 
different plants. The farmers of 
Madrafs pay the Company from fix 
to feven thoufand pounds a year for 
the exclufive privilege of vending it® 

A prieft. 

Treafurer to the Mogul. 

A cuftom* houfe* 

Fine flacked lime. 

A fmall feal, on which is engraved the 
name of the Mogul and the year of 
the hegyra. 

An open houfe for all travellers, the 
fame as a Turkifh caravanferai. A 
bramia refides always in or near it* 
a 2 to 
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Chout^ 


CiRCAR^ or 
Sircar, 

COFFREES, 


COLLFRIB", 

Cooley, 

Coss, 

COWLE, 

Dooley, 

Durbar, 

Dustuck, 
Firman, o/ 
Phirmaund, 
Gentou, 
Zen TOO, 
Jageer, or 
Jaqueer, 


Jfmidar, or 
Zemioar, 


Killedar, 
D ACK, 

Mauko, 


L O S S A R Y, 

to keep it clean, and to fuiniHi tra*^ 
vellers with water, &c* He js mmi- 
taincd by an endowment* 

Proper!)' a fourth, but commonly iifcd 
to expiels the tribute which the Mi- 
rattas cl.um and raife on all the go- 
vein in India. 

1 A geneiai name tor the government, 
3 or perfons concerned m the admi- 
ndkation. 

(By tile French called Cafres} is now 
become the general name fur all ne- 
groes who are biought to India from 
the Cape, the coaft of Guinea, or 
any other parts of Africa, and chief- 
]y from Madagafcar : they arc br 4 *vc 
and ftcady in the field. 

Inhabitants of the woods under the gn« 
vernment of the Polygars, 

A labourer of any kind. 

A little more than two miles. 

A prote£hon, 

A woman’s chair, fomew’-hat like z 
fedan. 

The court of a Mogul Prince, or place 
wdieie they meet in council. 

An order. 

lA patent, or paper figned by th? 
J Mogul, 

I* Indians, Idolaters, 

I A tenitory or domain granted for a 
$ particular ufe, either to maintain a 
number of troops, oi keep a fort in 
repair; and fometimes as a penfion, 
3 Officeis of horfe or foot, and forae- 
f times people of rank emplo) ed about 
the peifons of the great in the admi- 
niftration, 

A governor of a fort. 

Of roupees, about twelve thoufaiid five 
hundred pounds, 

A variable weighty at Bengal, fe* 

ventj- 
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venty«fix pounds ; at Surat, thirty- 
feven pounds one half ; in Perila, iha 
A .1 , d i* o'lly fix pounds* 

Moo&s, 

The Maho'nctans niprcperly io called. 

Nabob, 

A govern^'* ut a provMicc* appointed 
by the Souba, or V^aceroy. 

Naib, 

A deputy. 

Omrahs, 

Privy CounfeJors. men of the fiift 
rank In the tmpnc , they a*'e under 
the Vizier, but arc mofily concern- 
ed in all the revolutions of the ftate. 

Paddy, 

Rice in the hufk. 

Pagoda, 

An Indian temple. 

Pagoda, 

A com paid by the Company at eight 
fliillmgs, but intnnijcally worth ie- 
ven ftiilhngs and eight pence. 

Pallankeen, 

Abed, fupportedby a wooden onvory 
frame of fix feet long, and near 
thiee Let broad, failened at each end 
with crofs fiicks to a bamboo fifteen 
feet long, which forms an arch over 
the pallankeen or bed, and is cover- 
ed with a canopy of cloth lined wnth 
filk, and ftifFened with ribs of the co- 
conut tiee. 

Paragana, 

Any diftnfl: of country. 

Parsees, 

Worfhippers of fire 

Patamar, 

A poft or meflengei feat from place to 
place. 

Peons, 

A name for the infantry of the Dec- 
kan, they are armed with a broad - 
fword, and fometimes with a match- 
lock 

Pettah, 

The town furrounding an Indian fort. 

PhoUSDARj 

A renter. 

POLYGAR, 

Lord of a fmall territory. 

Raja, 

The higheft tide of the Gentoo princes. 

Roupee, 

About two flbillings and five pence. 

Saneds, 

Coninuffions, oi grants for particular 
counti les. 

Sardar, 

An officer of horfe. 

Sepoys, 

Indian foldiers, which are entertained 
and difeiplined by Europeans, 
a 3 Shroif^ 
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Shroff^ 

SmpAii^ 

SoUBAj 

Tamcaj 


Tom ToMSy 
Topasses, 


VakieIj 


A money changer*, or banker, 

A rich diefs* of the country. 

Viceroy of one of the two great pro-* 

vitices- 

A pooil^ or poo! of irater. 

The revenue appropriated by the Mo* * 
gu! for the maintenance of a fleet 

at Surat. 

Drums. 

Black foot-fuli!iers> defeendeJ from 
Portuguefe marrying natives^ called 
TopafTes becaufe they wear hats. 

An agent or mmifter for the Moors. 


INTRO- 
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F or the better underflanding any accounts 
of a country, with which the European 
reader is fo little acquainted, it is ncceffary firft 
to inform him of fuch particulars as ferve to ex- 
plain the tranfadtions and events in the work 
before him. 

It is generally fuppofed, that the Peninfula 
within the Ganges is under the immediate go- 
vernment of the Mogul himfelf, and that the 
royal mandates from Delli are, according to 
the received notion of fo arbitrary a dominion, 
obeyed in the moft remote parts of the coaft. 
This is fo far from the truth, that a great part 
of that vaft Pek'nfula never acknowledged any 
fubjedtion to the throne of Delli, till the reign 
of Aurengzebej and the revenues from thofe 
Indian Kings and Moorifh goveinors, who were 
conquered or employed by him, have, fince 
his death, been intercepted by the Viceroys, 
which his weaker fucceffors have appointed for 
the government of the Peninfula: fo that at 
this time neither can the tribute from the fe- 
veral potentates reach the Court of Delli, nor 
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the vigour of the government extend from the 
cagHal to thofc remote countrr-s. And ever 
fincc iliC piovince of Indoftan was ruined by 
Kddir Shaw, the weaki.efs of the Mogul, and 
the policy and confirmed independency of the 
Viceroys have in a manner confined the influ- 
ence of the governnieiii to its inland depart- 
ment. 

Let it therefore be underftood, that the So- 
vereign poffeffes a third only, and that the ieaft 
valuable part, of his own vaft empire. Ben- 
the fmallefi, but moft fertile province, is 
governed by a Viceroy. The other divifion, 
called the Deckan, extending from Balaforc 
jagonaut (or thereabouts, for the geography is 
certainly not fettled) to Cape Comorin, is alfo 
delegated by the Mogul to another Viceroy, of 
exceeding great power, having wifhin hisjurif- 
didion feven large territories, to which he 
hao the undifputed right of nominating feven 
Nabobs, or governors of provinces. In all 
parts of India there aie ftill large diilrias, 
which have preferved, with the Gentoo reli- 
gion, the old fo:m of government under In- 
di-n Kings^ called Raja’s. Such are Maiflorc, 
whofe capital is Seringapatam, and Tanjorc, 
w'.oie capital is Tanjore. There are alfo 
among the woods and mountainous parts of the 
country feveral petty Princes, or heads of clans, 
difiiugmihcd by the name of Polygars. Thefe 
are all tributary to the Nabobs, and thofe to the 
Viceioy, whofe capital is Aurengabad. The 
Carnatick is that part of the Deckan which 
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comprehends the principal fettlements of the 
Europeans, Madrafs, and Pondicherry, and alfo 
Arcot. To eftablifh the government of the 
laft named province, and to oppofe the hoftilc 
intentions of Mr. Dupleix, the Enghili Eaft- 
India Company engaged in this war in fup- 
port of Mahomet Allee Cawn. 

As it is necelTary, that the reader fliould be 
well acquainted wdth the geography of this 
country, without which he can never have any 
juft notion of the government oi^ it, the moft 
accurate maps of particular fpots have been 
procured, and diftindlly engraved; and there 
is alfo prefixed an outline of the whole country 
unincumbered with the fmaller divifions, and 
containing only the names of fuch places as are 
moft frequently mentioned, in order to give at 
one view, a f^ull idea of the whole empire of 
India within the Ganges, and to drew the con- 
fequence of the two great viceroyalties, com- 
pared with that of the principal feat of govern- 
ment. 

The chain of mountains which run through 
the peninfula from north to fouth, are the caufe 
of an extraordinary phenomenon in natural hif- 
tory. The countries which are feparated by 
thefe mountains, though under the fame lati- 
tude, have their fcafons and climate entirely 
different from each other; and while it is 
winter on one fide of the hills, it is fummer 
on the other fide. On the coaft of Malabar a 
fouth-weft wind begins to blow from the fea at 
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the end of June, with continued rain, and 
rages againft the coaft for four months, during 
which* time the weather is cairn and ferene on 
the coaft of Coromandel ; and towards the end 
of 0<Stober, the rainy feafon, which they term 
the Change of the Monfoon, begins on the 
coaft of Coromandel: at which time, the tem* 
peftuous winds bearing continually againft a 
coaft in which them are no good ports, make 
it fo dangerous for the fliipping to remain 
there, for the three enfuing months, that it is 
fcarce ever attempted. This is the caufc of the 
periodical return of our fhips to Bombay, where 
there is a fecure harbour, and convenient docks. 

W HEN the reader has been made acquainted 
with fo much of the geography of the country 
as is abfolutcly necelTary for his underftanding 
the nature of the government, it will be pro- 
per that he fliould be fatisfied in regard to cer- 
tain doubts and difficulties that will naturally 
arife in the perufal of the work. 


Without a few previous explanations, he 
will never be able to conceive, by what means 
a handful of Europeans fhould appear fo re- 
fpeftable in the field, when oppofed to a mul- 
titude of Afiatics. As this is owing to a num- 
ber of concurring circumftances, it will be re- 
quifite to give fome account of fuch of their 
manners, habits, and prejudices, as may have a 
nearer or more remote influence on their mili- 
tary charader. 
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Nothing appears a greater difficulty to the 
military men in this part of the world, than the 
poffibility of fubfiffing fuch vaft multitudes as 
the. Afiatic armies frequently confift of, efpcci- 
ally with fo large a proportion of horfe. 

If it be matter of aftoniffiraent, that fuch 
numbers of fighting men are frequently brought 
into the field, how will it appear when it is 
added to the account that every horfe-man has 
two fervants, one to take care of his horfe, the 
other to procure him forage, and that all thcfe 
are accompanied by their wives and children, 
that there always follows the camp a move- 
able town of ffiops, where every thing is to be 
fold as in their cities j fome hundreds of ele- 
phants for fiate only, and a train of women 
(with their numberlefs retinue) belonging to 
the Prince and the great officers. For where- 
ever the Sovereign moves, he is more taken up 
with a vain oftentation of pomp and magnifi- 
cence, than with the objed of the war ; and it 
is his pleafure that his fubjeds ffiould abandon 
the capital in order to augment his numbers *. 

* I took a view of the Leikar, or Mogul’s camp, which 

|s one of the greateft wonders I ever beheld (and chiefly for 
that I faw it ict up and finiflied in lefs than four hours) it 
teing no lefs than twenty Englifli miles m compafs, the 
length fomeways three coffes (about feven miles) including 
the fkirts : in the middle, where the ftreets are orderly^ and 
tents joined, there are all forts of Ihops, and fo regularly 
difpoled, that every man knows whither to go direiSly for 
what he wants ; each man of quality^ and every trade be- 
ing appointed how far from the King^s tents they fball pitch, 
what gropnd they ihall take np, and on whai: fide, without 

To 



xxviii 


INTRODUCTION. * 

To provide for all tliefe, the whole country 
ij, put ill motion, and the orders are 

given for all provifions to be brought into the 
camp. By thefe means, all the cities far and 
near are exhaufted, but the camp, for the moft 
part, is plentifully fupplied. 

The forage is procured in the fallowing 
manner. Every horfe-mau is allowed a man 

ever altering. AH which, as it lies together, is altr.oft 
equal to any town in Europe for greatnefs : but no man 

iTiuft approach the royal quarter, by a muiket-fliot eveiy 
way, which is now fo ihidiy obfervcij, thai: none are a<j- 
jnitted but by name: and the time of the diirb**r in tJ|e 
evening is omitted^ and fpent in hunting or hawking on 
pools by boats, in which the King takes WQfiderftii delight, 
and his barges are remowi on eaita wkh hiiB. Sir 
mas ymmal* 

Ip imitation of Sovereigp, ^nd from the fame mo- 
tives of pride and vanity^ the kfF r Princes and Viceroys, 
afFe£l the fame magnificence in the fplendor of their camps 
and the number of their followers. Thole who were with 
Nassuzing in X750> give the like defenption of hk camp, 
being well aflured Ih^t it exceeded twenty miles in circum- 
ference 5 but as for the numbers, there is no way of afccr- 
'taining them ; therefore they only fay, they y^ere reported 
on the fpot to have been 300,000 fighting m&n, and might 
polEbly have been near 200,000 ; and the followers of the 
camp faid to have exceeded a million, might poflibly have 
amounted to half that number. Nazirzm^s army being, at 
that time, in the heart of his owi? dominions, and midif- 
turbed by marauders, was regularly fupplied from kil the 
neighbouring towx^s, which, by receiving ready money for 
their provifions, were enabled to pay the arrears of thijir re- 
vennes, fo that the Viceroy rnaintained this amazing muiti* 
tpde by the colleStions- aod contributions which heraifed in 
his march, without diminifhing from the treafurcs which 
he always carried with him, and which fervod to fill twenty 
tents with gold and filyer CQin* 

2 for 
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for th6 purpofe, who is conftantly employed in 
cuttiilg turf, and wafliing the roots of it : and 
this is a more hearty food for a horfe than grafs. 
A {hower of rain produces another crop in a 
few days time : and in cafe of continued dry 
\veather, they move their camp to frefli 
ground 

Many of the Indians abllain from all kinds 
of animal food, and the greateft part of them 
ufe rice, as their common and almoft only fuf- 
tenance : and as they have fo great a veneration 
for cows, they are all prohibited by their reli- 
gion, from killing any of that fpecies j there- 
tofe there generally is a fufficient fupply of beef 
for the Mahometan foldiery, and the fmall pro- 
portion of Europeans. But to leflen the fur- 
prize of the more exadl calculator, it muft be 
fuppoled, that thefe numerous armies feldom 
keep the field any time, without great lofs by 
famine ; for a very confiderable diminution is 

Tfiey alfo feed theii horfes in the rice fields, and where 
meat is plenty, they boil the offal to rags, and mixing it 
with butter and fome forts of grain, make bails of it, which 
they thruft down the horfe’s throat. In a fcarcity of piovi- 
ffhns, they giire them opium, which has the lanae effect 
bn^h on the horfes and men, for at once it damps their ap- 
petites, and enables them to endure fatigue. The horfes 
of the country, are naturally fo exceedingly vicious, that 
they afe not to be broke in the manage, and cannot be 
brought to adi with the fame regularity m the field as a 
fijuadron of European cavalry. The Perfian horfes being 
more gentle and docile, are greatly efteemed, and often va- 
lti€d at a thoufand guineas, Thofe of India, fell for fifty 
or a hundred. , 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely felt, amongft fuch numbers, and very 
little regarded from any notions of humanity : 
a famine is, therefore, neither confidered as any 
thing extraordinary, nor will the memory of it 
ever preveiit the affemblage of another multi- 
tude, who muft alfo be liable to the fame 
chances of fubfifting or ftarving, as accident 
lliall determine. In like manner, allowance 
muff be made for the gteat lofs and damage 
they fullain in men, beafts, and all the imple- 
ments of war, as often as they move in diffi- 
cult roads and defiles*, and particularly in 
their method of pafling over great rivers. For 
their rivers, when they are not fordable, in the 
rainy feafon become torrents, being fwelled to 
fuch a degree, that they are not to he pafled 
-but flantwife, the landing place being frequently 
above a mile below the place of embarkation, 
and heavy veffels, built of timber, could not be 
brought up againft the ftream to ferve again. 

They therefore make large boats of a kind 
of bafket-work, which they cover with fkins. 

^ We marched every other day about four cofTes only* 
with focb a train of baggage, as was almoft impoffibk to be 
kept in order ; we pafled through woods, and over mountains 
thick of bufhes, where many camels periflied ; and many 
people tired with thedifEculttes of an impaflable way, went 
away to Agra, and all complained. I loft my tents and 
carts, but by midnight we met again. The King retted two 
days ; for the Lefkars could not in lefs time recover their 
orders many of the King’s women, and thoufandsof 
coaches, carts, and camels, lying in the woody mountains 
without meat or water. He himfelf got through on a fmall 
elephant that will climb up rocks, and pafs fuch ftraits, that 
no horfe or beaft 1 ha%x feen, can follow him. Sir Th&mm 
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As there muft always be great plenty of hides in 
fo numerous an array, they are eafily made. 
They are very light and manageable, and yet 
will carry above fifty horfe, and are capable of 
tranfporting the heavieft artillery. 

It is owing entirely to an ignorance of the 
manners of the Afiatics, that many people ima- 
gine they can never be made foldiers. It may 
perhaps be thewn that they never will, whilft 
the fame wretched government and abhorrence 
of innovation fubfifts: but thofe are greatly 
miftaken, who attribute their dread of fire 
arms, and particularly of artillery, to a dafiardJy 
difpofition, and an invincible timidity. 

The true caufe lies in the inexperience of 
their leading men, who never underftood the 
advantages of difcipline, and who have kept 
their infantry upon too low a footing. Tlieir 
cavalry ("which are, among them, very re- 
Ipedtable, and alfo well paid) though not back- 
ward to engage with fabres, are extremely un- 
willing to bring their horfes within the reach of 
our guns ; fo that they do not decline an en- 
gagement fo much through fear for their lives, 
as for their fortunes, which are all laid out in 
the horfe they ride on. As an inftance of the 
affedion they contrad for fo ferviceable a crea- 
ture, Morarow, the general of the Marattas, 
having had his favourite horfe fbot, mourned 
for him three days, after their manner, that is 
to lay, Was fb long without his turban. 


sxxi 
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Such of the natives as have been difciplincd 
and encouraged by Europcnr-,, and formed into 
a regular infantry, under officers of their own, 
and generally known by the name of fepoys, 
have familiarized themfelves to fire tarms, and 
behaved well behind w’alis} and when we 
give them ferjeants to lead them on, they teteke 
HO contemptible figure in the field. 

Nothing is fo ruinous to their military af- 
fairs, as the falfe notion which is generally en- 
• tertained among them, and chiefly by their com- 
manders, in relation to artillery. They are ter- 
rified with that of the enemy, and foolifihly pu% 
a confidence in their own, and what is the 
moft fatal miftake, they place their chief de- 
pendance on the krgeft pieces, which they nei- 
ther know how to manage nor move. They 
give them pompous and founding names, as the 
Italians do to their gUns, and have fomc pieces 
which carry a ball of fifty pounds. When we 
march round them with our light field pieces, 
and make it neceffary to move thofe enormous 
weights, their bullocks, which arc at heft very 
untradable, if a fhot comes among them, are 
quite ungovernable j and at the fame time ait 
fo ill harneffed, that it caufes no fmall delay 
free the reft from any one that fhall happen t6 
be unruly or flain. 

In war with the Afiatics *alone, we have 4 
much greater advantage in their being fo very 
tenacious of their old manners, than in their 
want of bravery. Not only the Prince himfelf, 

but 
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but every Raja, who has the command of all 
the forces he can bring into tiie field, be they 
more or lefs, always appeals among them 
mounted on an elephant, and is at once the 
general and enfign or llandard of that corps, 
who keep their eyes conflantly on him ; and if 
they lofe fight of him for a moment, conclude 
that all is loft. Thus we find, Aurengzehe 
gained two battles by the treachery of thofe 
who defiled his two vidfotious brothers to get 
down frem their elephants, mount their 110110=:, 
and purfue the vanquiflied : their troops mif- 
fing them, immediately difperfed. The fame 
pradlice, continued to this day, affords our en- 
gineers a fair opportunity of deciding the fate 
of a whole detachment by one well direiftcd 
difeharge of a fix pounder; and thofe eior- 
mous beads, now feem to be brought into 
field for no other end but to be a mai k for dur 
artillery. It is faid, they begin to fee the dan- 
ger of this pradlice, but furely that might have 
been found long fince j for before the ufe of 
artillery, the general, thus diftinguilhed, was 
in like manner expofed to the arrows of a 
whole army, and yet we always find them in 
the fame perilous ftation. For us is faid to have 
been pierced with nine arrows, and to have 
funk from his elephant with innumerable 
wounds. It ftiould feem probable, that not 
merely their regard for antient manners, but 
the expediency of keeping their troops together 
by this fignal, will induce them to continue the 
fame method j the neceflity of which will ap- 

b pear 
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pear from the condudl and fuccefs of Aureng- 
zebe, who, when he found his army giving 
way on every fide, ordered chains to be faflcn- 
ed about the legs of his elephant, to convince 
them that he would not give the example of 
flight; and that thofe to whom his life was dear 
or interefting, could preferve it by no other 
means but firmly maintaining their ground. It 
may perhaps be a farther iliuftradon of this 
practice, to fliew the conformity of cuftoms 
among remote and different barbarous nations, 
wnfkilled in the military fcience. 

In the hiflories of America, we find Afon- 
tezuma reprefented as performing no part of a 
general, but only fitting in an exalted ftage on 
men’s fhoulders, and lerving as a confpicuous 
flandard to his troops. 

To fliew that they themfelves are fenfible of 
the danger of being thus expofed, they will 
fometimes avail themfelves of the only device 
that can afford them any fecurity. For it has 
been obferved, that feveral elephants caparifon- 
ed alike, with riders in the fame rich and fplen- 
did habits, have appeared in different parts of 
the field on the fame day. 

Another great obftacle to their fuccefs in 
war, is their fuperftition, and particularly their 
Aria obfervance of lucky and unlucky days, 
which often prevents them from taking the 
moft obvious advantages of ah enemy. 


Being 
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Being fond of all kinds of beafts of prey, 
they keep great numbers of them, and often, 
vifit them before they give battle j and if they 
find them heavy and dull, they thinit it a bad 
omen, and a reafon fufneient to poflpone their 
intended defign of an adion ; and on the other 
hand, the accidental fury of the animal is re- 
garded as a happy omen of fuccels. They 
have alfo a cuftom of matching two wild 
beads, mod commonly elephants j and hav- 
ino^ o'iven their own name lo the one, and that 
oAhe enemy to the other, they bnng them to- 
o^^rber to tight in pi efence of then arm^ - but 
fn this cudom, they arp_ not altogether to be 
condemned for fu perditions folly, fince they 
have the policy to make it a very unep[ual 
match, and to give their own name to the 
dronged. 

The art of induencing the vulgar tc engage 
in any great uudei taking, by the a.d of tneiC 
prejudices, is rare, where the chiefs aie them- 
felves alfo fupeiHitious: but it frequently hap- 
pens, that great obdacles are by tiicfc mv-ans 
throwm in their way, and many of their de- 
figns made to milcarry by artful people. In or- 
der to give an authentic reprefentation of fuch 
pradices, the following extradof a letter from 
colonel Lawrence, to the Governor of Foit St. 
George, is heie inferted. 

« We made one march nearer the cnemv, 
« and intended to have poded ourfelves this 
day on the road between Wandewafh and 
b 2 “Poa- 
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PondicheJrry, bat were prevented by the fol- 
“ lowing unibrefeen accident. For fume days 
“ paft, the black people attending the cantp^ 
“ have been very fickly, and fome of them 
died every day, and that by alnioft inftanta- 
“ neous deaths, owing partly to the feafen of 
‘‘ the year, and in fome meafure to bad water. 
A Bramin, nioft probably employed by the 
enemy, came into cur camp, and by pre- 
“ tending infpirations, he gathered about him 
a crowd of Malabar people j thefe he threa- 
“ tened with the vengeance of their gods if 
they followed the camp, and very artfully in- 
“ finuated, that the prefent reigning ficknefs 
“ amongft them, was a puni&ment inflided 
“ on them by their god, who was offended at 
« their remaining with the Engliih. Upon 
“ this, all the * Cooleys deferted.” 

But what is the greateft obflacle of all, to 
their becoming a military people, is, that tliofe 
who have once had fuch fuccefs in the field, as 
to obtain the pame of Fortunate, being thereby 
confidered as invincible, and in confequence un- 
molefted for a time, are willing to favc the 
i^edlels expence of an army. For this reafon 
there are few veterans, and moft of their ar- 
mies confift of an affemblage of various people 
haftily brought together from different parts j 
0 that there can be no fuch thing as difcipline, 


* Blacks who are hired 
times to draw the guns. 


to carry the baggage, and fome- 


without 
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without which, numbers arc but an impedi- 
ment, and biaverv ineiFedlual. 

NoTWiTHSTiiNDiNG they have fo fcveiciy 
fufFered by being furpii2ed in the niglit by the 
Europeans j they can never be brought to efta- 
blifli either order or vigilance in their camp : 
and when they have adled with us as allies, the 
moft earned; remonftrances could never prevail 
with them to be fufliciently upon their guard, 
when in the neighbourhood of the French, or 
to quit their giound in the morning, to co- 
operate with' us in furprizing the enemy. 

At thcclofe of the evening, every man eats 
an inconceivable quantity of rice, and many 
take after it fome kind of Ibporific drugs ; fo 
that about mid-night, the whole army is in a 
dead fleep : the confequence of thefe habits is 
obvious } and yet it would appear a ftrange pro- 
pofition to an Eaftern Monarch, to endeavour 
to perfuade him, that the fecurity of his throne 
depended upon the regulation of the meals of 
a common foldier : much lefs would he be pre- 
vailed on to reftrain him in the ufe of that 
opium, which is to warm his blood for adion, 
and animate his foul with heroifm. It muft 
fill the mind of an European foldier at once 
with companion and contempt, to fee a heap 
of thefe poor creatures, folely animated by a 
momentary intoxication, crowded into a breach, 
and both in their garb and impotent fury, re- 
fembling a mob of frantic women. 

b 3 
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There is certainly an appearance of cfitml- 
nacy in the Eaftern drels, whtch has at -..U 
times greatly contributed to leficn their military 
charadter with the European nations, ^ wlttn 
from their own habits and prejudices, will na- 
turally receive a ftrange impreffion, upon fee- 
ing a body of liorfe in filk or cotton rcjbcs. 
Thefe lall mentioned pajticuLxrs arc not iiiisil- 
ed 0.1 as any part of the argu:i;ent ; the ioic- 
going accounts will fufficientiy deuionllrate, 
that a nation under fuch circumltances, can 
never become a niiutaiy people. 

And yet, there is no character they arc fo 
fond of as that of a warrior j and as they have 
no other notion of government, they have been, 
from time immemorial, continually at war with 
one another. They will ftil! talk in a very 
high ftrain of their paffion for military glory j 
and as the word zmg (or ning) in their language, 
iignifies a foldier, it* will appear, by the fre- 
quency of that termination to moft of the names 
mentioned in the following {heets, how gene- 
rally they affed the honour of that title. 

Upon th’s occafion, it would be great injuf- 
tice to our commanders on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, not to obferve, that they have always 
had to contend with a fuperior body of Euro- 
peans, .conduded by leaders of experience and 
rank in the French army. 

Thus far it has been requifite to relate fuch 
of the Afiatic manners, as may give fome light 
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to the accounts of their military operations j and 
it might perhaps be not altogether unpleafing 
to the reader, nor ufelefs on this occaiioi;, to 
relate fome farther particulars of the Moors, 
who are the governing people of India, and 
particularly oi the Mogul. To entei into a, 
minute defcription of the culloms of the In- 
dians, though they %A'ere the original inhabi- 
tants (befides that Bernier, Thevenot, Taver- 
nier, and others have tieated of them at ' 
large) is not the deiign of this woil., and ai .:e 
particularly belongs to the commercial hiftory 
of thefe countries. But for the illuftration of 
the events of war, the manners of the -f- Moors 
who have ufurped the government, are chiefly 
to be examined into. 

It Is extremely diflicult to give any recent 
account of thefe Piinces, as they are by cuftom 
proud, have a contempt for other nations, and 
admit no one to their courts, unlefs it be luch 
as by any peculiar talent may happen to adml- 
nifler to the gratification of f .me pi-eicnt fancy, 
or to the relief of any diforder they may la- 
bour under. They have an implicit faith iu 

* There is a very good account hy Terry, chaplain to 
Sir Thomas Roc’s enihaliy, printed along; with the Endifii 
tranflation of Pietro de k V alle’s travels to the Makbar 
CO aft. 

f It is a great impropriety to call the ilahometan-ufiip- 
ers of India by the name of Moors : and yet, as the writers 
of all nations have always given them that appellation, rt 
would now be a greater impropriety to deviate from that 
ufage. 

b 4 the 
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the abilities of the European pbyficians. It is 
owing to this opinion, that Bernier was enabled 
to give fo ample and authentic an account ot 
the life and manners of Aurengzebc. He tra- 
velled with him in his extraordinary journey to 
Cachemire, of which he has given a clear, 
comprehenfive, and moil: entertaining journal. 
As Bernier’s whole account of the Mogul Em- 
pire, is fo full and inflrudbive, it is inucli more 
proper to recop.imend the perufal of it to the 
reader, than to tranferibe, as is too often the 
pradlice, from a book that is in every body’s 
bands, and which is, throughout, full of ufe 
and enteitainment. 

But on the other hand, where there are 
books that, amidft a quantity of ufelefs matter, 
have fome few curious paiticuiars ; or when any 
fcarce trad is either out of print, or only to be 
found among large colledions j in fuch cafe, it 
may be allowable to give extracts of the moft 
ufeful paffages. The juftnefs of the foregoing 
obfervation, will be fhewn, if the majority of 
readers flrall happen to be unacquainted with 
the journal of fo eminent a perlon as Sir Tho- 
mas Roe, who was ambaffador from James I. 
to the Mogul Jehan Guire. As no Eng- 
lifhnian has lately had the opportunity of 
fo familiar an intercourle with thofe Mo- 
narchs, the accounts given by him of the fpien- 
dor of the Mogul, fo greatly diminifhed of late 
years, with fume particulars of his private life, 
may not improperly be here inferred : and it is 
to be remarked, that fo ftrid is their attach- 
ment 
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ment to antient manners, that they never change 
their modes of life or fafliions : and therefoi e 
whoever reads a defeription of them in any dif- 
tant time, will have a moll exadt reprefentation 
of their prefent manners. 


Extradl of a letter from SirTnoMAs Roe, 
to the Archbiihop of Canterbury, 
dated Adfmere, January 29, 1615. 

* / T'IHESE people have no written laws: the 
‘ King’s judgment binds; who fits and 
% gives fentence once a week with much pa- 

tience, both in civil and ciiminal caufes, 

‘ where fometimes he fees the execution done 
‘ by his elephants with too much delight in, 

* blood. 

‘ His governors of provinces rule by his fir- 

* mans, which are his letters or commiffions 
< authorizing them, and take life and goods at 
' pleafure. 

‘ In revenue he doubtlefs exceeds either 
‘ Turk or Perfian, or any eaftera Prince ; the 
‘ fums I dare not name : but the reafon, ail the 
' lands are his, no man has a foot. He maio'^ 
‘ tains all that are not mechanics, by revenues 
‘ bellowed on them, reckoned by horfes ; and 

* the allowance of iliany is gi eater than the 
‘ eftates of German Princes. All men rife to 
f greater and greater lordihips as they advance 
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‘ in favour, which is got by frequent prefents, 

* rich and rare. The Mogul is heir to ail that 

* die, as weli thofe that gained it by their in- 

* duftry, as merchants, &c. as thofe that live 

* by him. He takes all their money, only leav- 

* ing the widow and daughters what he pleafes. 

* To the fons of thofe that die worth two or 
‘ three millions, he gives fome fmall lordfhip to 

* begin the world anew. The King fits out 
« in three feveral places three times of the day, 
‘ except 'fomething extraordinary hinder him: 
‘ an hour at noon to fee his elephants fight, 
‘ from four till five to entertain all comers, to 
‘ be feen and worfhiped j from nine till mid- 

* night amidft his principal men in more fa- 
‘ miliar ity, being below among them. 

* All the policy of his ftate is to keep the 

* greateft men about him, or to pay them afar 
‘ off liberally *. There is no council, but 
‘ every officer gives the King his opinion 
‘ apart. He (meaning Jehan Guire, grandfa- 
‘ ther of Aurenzebe) is of countenance cheer- 
‘ ful, and not proud in nature, but only by hn- 
' bit and cuftom, for at night he is very affiibls 
‘ and full of gentle converfatidn. 

‘ The buildings are all bafe, of mud, one 

* ftory high. 1 know not by what policy the 
‘ King feeks the ruin of all the antient cities 
‘ which were nobly built, and now lie defolate 
“ and in rubblfh. His own houfes are of ftone, 

^ And whether at home or abroad^ to keep a great 
aumfaer of fpies continually about them. 

‘ hand- 
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< handfome and uniform. His great men build 
« not, for want of inheritance, and as far as I 
« have yet fccn, live in tents or houfes worfe 
« than cur cotiagcs." 


A letter of the fame date from Sir Thomas 
Roe, to the Eaft-India Company. 


* At my firfl: audience, the Mogul prevent- 
* ed me in fpeech, bidding me welcome as to 
‘ the brother of the King my mafter : and after 
‘ many compliments, I delivered his Majefty’s 
‘ letter, with a copy' of it in Ferfian : then I 
‘ fliewed my commiffion, and delivered your 
‘ prefents, that is, the coach, the virginals, 

‘ the knives, a fcaif embroidered, and a iword 
« of my own. He, fitting in his ftate, could 
‘ not well fee the coach, but fent many to 
‘ view it, and caufed the mufician to play on 
‘ the virginals, which gave him content. At 
‘ night, having daid the coachman and mufi- 
" cian, he came dowm into a court, got into the 
‘ coach, and into every corner of it, Caufing it 
* to be drav/n about. Then he fent to me, 

‘ though it was ten o’clock at night, for a fer- 
^ vantio put on his fcarf and Iword after the 
‘ Englifh fafliion, of which he was fo proud, 
< that he walked up and down floui idling it, 
‘ and has never fince been feen without it. But 
‘ after the Englifh were come away, he afked 
‘ the Jefuit, whether the King of England 
^ was a great King, that fent prefents of fo fmall 
^ value, and that he looked for fome jewels. 

‘ There 
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* There is nothing more welcome here, n^r 
‘ dki I ever fee men fo fond of drink, as the 
‘ King and Prince are of red wine, whereof 
‘ the governor of Surat fent up fome bottle.', 

‘ and the King has ever fince folicited for mosc : 

* I think four or five calks of that wine 

* will be more welcome than the richeft jewels 
“ in Cheapfide.’ 

Extrads from Sir Thomas Roe’s Journal. 

‘ The King having been far gone over night 
‘ in wine, fome, however accidentally or ma- 

* licioufly, fpoke of the laft merry night, and 
‘ that many of the nobility drank wine, which 
‘ none muft do without leave. The King for- 

* getting his order, afked who gave it, and 

* anfwer was made the Buckibeej for no man 
‘ dares fay it was the King when he makes a 
‘ doubt of it. The cuflom is, that when the 
‘ King drinks, which is alone, fometimes he 

* will command the nobility to drink after 

* him, which if they do not, it is looked upon 
‘ as a crime : and fo every man that takes a 

* cup of wine of the officer, has bis name 
‘ writ down, and he makes his obeifance, tlio’ 

* perhaps the King’s eyes are clpuded. The 
‘ King not remembering his own command, 

* called the Buckiliee, and afked whether he 
‘ gave the order, who falfely denied it, for he 
‘ had it from the King, and by name called all 

* that drank with the Ambaflador. The King 
I then called for the lift, and the perfonsnam- 

‘ ed 
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* ed in it, and fined feme one, fotne two, and 

* feme three thoufand roupees ; and forne that 
‘ were nearer his perfon, he caufed to be whip- 
‘ ped before him, they receiving a hundred 
‘ and thirty flripes with a terrible inftrument, 

‘ having at the ends of four cords, irons like 
‘ fpur-rowels, fo that every ftroke made four 

* wounds. When they lay for dead on the 

* ground, he commanded the ftanders-by to 

* fpurn them, and after that, the porters to 
‘ break their ftaves on them. Thus moft cru- 

* elly mangled and bruifed they were carried 

* out : one of them died on the fpot, fome 
‘ would have excufed it by laying it on the 
‘ Ambaffador, but the King replied he only or- 
‘ dered a cup or two to be given him. Drunk- 

* ennefs is a common vice, and an exercife of 
‘ the King’s, yet it is fo ftridlly forbidden, that 
‘ no man can enter the.Guzelcan when the 
‘ King fits, but the porters fmell his breath, 

* and if he have but tafted wine, he is not fuf- 

* fered to come in, and if the reafon of his ab- 
‘ fence be but known, it will be a difficult 
‘ matter to efcape the whip : for if the King 

* once, takes offence, the father will not fpeak 

* for the fon. 

■* 4 - ****-** ■■«.■ 

‘ The fecond of September was the King’s 
" birth-day, and kept with great folemnity. On 

* this day the King is weighed againft fome 

* jewels, gold, filver, fluffs of gold, filver, and 

* fiik, butter, rice, fruit, and many other things, 

* of every fort a little, which is all given to the 

* Bramins. 

q ' He ' 
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* He was fo rich in jewels, that I own in 
‘ my life I ne\'er faw fuch incftiraablc ^ycalth 

* together. The time was fpent in briitginjr 

* his greateft elephants before him j fume ol 

* which being lord-elephants, had their chains, 

* bells and furniture of gold and fdver, with 

* many gilt banners and flags carried about 
‘ them, and eight or ten elephants waiting on. 
' each of them, cloathed in gold, lilk, and 
5 fiiver. 

* In this manner about twelve companies 
' pafled by mofl richly adorned, the firft hav- 
' ing all the plates on his head and breafl fet 

* with rubies and emeralds, being a beaft of 
‘ wonderful bulk and beauty. They all bow- 
‘ ed down before the King, making their re- 
‘ verence very handfomely : this was the finefi: 
f fhow of beafts I ever faw. 

‘ I FOUND the Mogul fitting on his throne, 
^ and a beggar at his feet, a poor filly old man, 

* all ragged and patched. The country abounds 

* in this fort of profefled poor holy menj 
‘ they are called Fakeers^, -and held in great 

* There are few books of voyages among the Turks of 
Indians which do not make mention of the Fakeers or Jo- 
guies. The former is a T urkifii word, and fignifies poor, 
the latter is the Indian name for thefe extraordinary faints, 
for fuch they are efteemed, and are called Santos at Cairo, 
and in many other parts. It is well known that the venera- 
tion paid to the numerous body of thefe worthlefs and info- 
lent beggars, is owing to the opinion of extraordinary fanc- 
tity which a few of this feiQ: acquire by the performance of 
certain Angular and fantaRical vows. Some have made a 

‘ vene- 
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* veneration : and in works of mortification and 
' voluntary iuftcring, they out-do all that ever 
‘ has been pretended either by hereticks or ido- 
‘ laters. This miferable wretch cloathed in 
‘ rags, crowned witli feathers, and covered 
' with alhes, his Majefty talked with about an 
' hour fo familiarly, and with fuch feeming 
‘ kindnefs, that it mufi: needs argue an humi- 

* lity not found eafily among Kings. The' 
' beggar fat, which the King’s fon dares not do. 

He gave the King a prefent of a cake mixed 

* with allies, burnt on the coals, and made by 
‘ himfelf of coarfe grain, which the King 
‘ willingly accepted, broke a bit and eat it, 
‘ which a nice perfon could fcarce have done j 
‘ then he took the clout that wrapped it up, 
5 and put it into the poor man’s bofom, and 
f fent for a hundred toupees, and vnth his own 

* hand poured them into the poor man’s lap, 
5 and gajthered up for him what fell befidcs. 
f When his collation or banquet, and drink 
' came, whatfoever he took to eat he broke and 

* gave the beggar half j and rifing, after many 
' humiliations and charities, the old wretch not 
,* being nimble, he took him up in his arms, 

* though no cleanly perfon durfi; have touched 

VOW to bold their arms above their bead till they cootracfi 
a fcfFnefsj and can never be moved : others to feeep their 
hands clenched till their nails grow through them : others 
to fit in chans full of fharp nails, to drag a heavy chaai, ta 
carry vaft weights about their necks, or fiie on their be?ds* 
Some years ago one of thefe made a vow to meafurc the 
length of the whole empire with his own body 5 and at thff» 
time there isaFakeerwho everyday rolls himfelf round the 
rock at Tnchinopoly^* which is a mile 10 ciicyniferencc 
2 ‘ 
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‘ him, and embracing him three time?, layjn::^ 
‘ his hand upon his heart, and calling him ix~ 

‘ thcr, left him and all of us in admiration. 

« -r --fe * :i- 4: » ’U - 

* While the King appeared at the window, 
‘ two cunuclss flood on two trefiels with long 
‘ poles, and feather-fans at the end of them,. 
‘ fanning him. He befloweJ many favours, 

* and received presents. At one tide in a win- 

* dow were his two principal wives, whofe cu- 
‘ riofity made them break little holes in a grate 
‘ of reed that hung before it, to g;a2e on me : I 
‘ faw fiiil their fingeis, and then, they laying 

* their face clofe, firft the one and then the 

* other, I could fometimes difeern their full 
‘ proportion. They were indifferently white, 

* with black bait fmoothed up: but if theic 

* had been no other light, their diamonds and 
‘ pearls had fufficed to fhow them. When I 
‘ looked up they retired, and were fo meriT, 

* that I fuppofed they laughed at me. On "a 
‘ fudden the King rofe, we retired to the Dur- 
‘ bar, and fat on the carpets, attending his 
‘ coming out. Not long after he came and fat 
‘ about half an hour, till his ladies at their 
‘ door had mounted their elephants, which 
‘ were about fifty, all of them richly adorned, 
‘ but chiefly with turrets on their backs, all 
‘ enclofed with grates of gold wire to look 
‘ through, and canopies over of doth of filvcr. 

‘ Then the King came down the flairs with 
‘ fuch an acclamation of health to the King, 

‘ as would have out roared cannon. At the 

* foot of the ft.urs, where I met him, and 

‘ fliufiled 
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fhufflcd to be nextj one bi ought a mighty 
‘ carp, another a dhh of white ftuff iike 
‘ ftarch, into which he put his finger, and 
‘ touched the fifli, and fo rubbed it on his 

* forehead : a ceremony ufed prefaging good 
‘ fortune. Then another came and gut on 
‘ his fword, and hung on his buckler, fet all 
‘ over with diamonds and rubies, the belts of 
‘ gold fuitable: another hung on his quiver 

* with thirty arrows, and his bow in a cafe, 

* being the fame that was prefented by the 
‘ Perfian Ambaliador. On his head he wore a 
‘ lich turbant, with a plume of heron’s fea- 
‘ thers, not many, but long; on the one 

* fide a ruby unfet as big as a walnut, on the 
‘ other fide a diamond as large ; in the rr.iddle 
‘ an emerald much bigger. His fiafr was wound 
‘ about with a chain of great pearl, rubies and 
‘ diamonds drilled. About his neck he wore 
‘ a chain of three firings of moft excellent 
‘ pear], the largeft I ever faw. Above his el- 
‘ bows, aimlets fet w'ith diamonds, and on his 
‘ wrifls, three rows of feverai foits ; his handb 

* bare, but almoft on every finger a iing: his 
‘ gloves, which were Englifti, duck under his 
‘ girdle. Plis coat of cloath of gold without 
‘ flecves, upon a fine femian as thin as lawn, 
‘ On his feet a pair of bufkins embroideied 
‘ with pearl, the toes fharp and turning up. 
‘ Thus armed and accoutred, he went to the 
‘ coach that attended him with his new Eng- 
‘ lifli fervant, who was cloathed as rich as any 
‘ player, and more gaudy, and had broke four 

* horfes, which were trapped and harnefl'cd in 

c ‘ gold 
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*' gold and velvets. This was tbc firft coach he 
‘ ever fat in, made by that fentout of England, 

‘ and fo like, that I knew it not but by the co- 
‘ ver, which Wvis a Perfian gold velvet. Ho 
‘ fat at the end, and on each fide went two 
‘ eunuchs, who carried final! maces of gold 
‘ fet all over with rubies, w'ith a long bunch 
‘ of horfe-tail to flap the flies away. Before 
‘ him went' drums, bale trumpets, and luud 
‘ mufick I many canopies, umbrellas, and other 
‘ ftrauge enfigns of majefty, made of clo.ith 
‘ of gold, fet in many places with rubies. 

* Nine led horfes, the furniture all garniflied, 

‘ feme with pearls and emeralds, fome only 

* with ftuds enamelled. The Perfian Ambaf- 
‘ fador prefented him a horfe. Next behind 
‘ came three palankeens, the carriages and feet 
‘ of one plated with gold, fet at the ends witli 
‘ ftones, and coveted with crimfon velvet, em- 
‘ broidered with peail, and fringes of great 
‘ pearl, hanging in ropes a foot deep, a border 
' about it fet with rubies and emeralds : and a 
‘ footman carried a footftool of gold fet with 
‘ fioncs. The otiier two palankeens were co- 
‘ vered and lined only with cloth of gold. Next 

* followed the Engiifla coach newly covered 
‘ and richly adorned, which he had given to 
‘ Queen Nourmahal, who fat in it. After 

* them a third, in which fat his youngeft fons. 

‘ Then followed above twenty elephants royal, 
‘ led for him to mount, fo rich in ftones and 
' furniture that they glittered like the fun. 

Every elephant had fundry flags of cloth of 
‘ filver, gilt fattin and taffety. His noblemen 
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^ he fuifered to walk on foot, which I did to 
' the gate, and left him. His wivts on their 
elephants were carried half a mile behind him, 

‘ When he came before the door, where 
‘ was his eldeft fon kept prhoncr, lie llayed the 
‘ coach, and called for him. He came and 
‘ made reverence, with a fword and buckler 
‘ in his hand, his beard grown to his middle, 

* a fign of disfavour. The King commanded 

* him to mount one of the fpare ciephauts and 
‘ fo rode next to him, with e.Mraordinaiy ap- 
‘ plaufe and joy of all men, who are now fill- 
‘ ed with new hopes. The King gave him 
‘ one thoufand roupees to cafr to the people. 
‘ His jailor, Afaph Chan, and ail thole mon- 
‘ fters, were yet on foot : I took hoife to avoid 
? the croud and other inconveniences, and 
‘ croffed out of the Lellcar before him, wait- 
‘ ing till he came near his tents. He paffed 
‘ all the way between a guard of elephants, 
' having every one a turiet on his back, and 
‘ on the four corners of each, four banners of 

* yellow tafFety, and light before a piece of 

* cannon carrying a bullet as big as a tennis- 

* ball, the gunner behind it. 1 hey were in 
‘ all about three hundred. Other elephants of 
‘ ftate went before, and behind, about fix hun- 
‘ dred, all of which v.?ere covered with velvet, 

* or cloth of gold, and had two or three gilded 
‘ banners: fcveral footmen ran along the way 

* with fkins of water to lay the dufi; before the 
' King. No hoife or man was fuflered to come 

c 2 ‘ within 
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‘ within two furlongs of the coach, exxept thole 

* that walked by on footj fothat I hafkd to 
‘ his tents to attend his alighting. They wvie 
‘ walled in about half an Englilh mile in coni- 
‘ pafs, in form of a fort, with fevcral angles 
« and bulwarks, and high curtains of a coaii'c 
‘ fluff made like arras, red on the outiide, 

* and within figures in panes, with a haiadlome 

* gatchoufe; every po'l th it bore thc!c up was 

‘ headed witli brafs. Ti<e thiong wa* 1 

‘ had a mind to go in, but no one was perniit- 
‘ ted, the greateff in the land fitting at the door j 
‘ however 1 m.ivlc an offer, and they admitted 

me, but lefuicd the Peifian Ambaliadur. In 
‘ the midft of this court was a throne of mo- 
' ther of pearly, borne on two pillars railed on 
‘ eaith, covered over with a high tent, the pole 

* headed with a knob of gold : under that, 
‘ cannopies of cloth of gold, and under foot 
‘ carpets. When the King entered, eveiy nsan 
‘ cried joy and good foitune, and fo wc took 
‘ our places. He called for water, wafiied his 
‘ hands, and depai ted. 

^ ile Jf, -stc -Jf* -stC- - 4 : 

‘ Within this inclofure were about thirty 
‘ divifions with tents. All the nobkmen le- 
‘ tired to theirs, whicii were iii excellent forms, 
' fome ail white, fomc green, fome mixed, all 
‘ inclofed as orderly as any houfe, in tlic moft 
‘ magnificent manner 1 ever faw. The vale 
‘ fltowed like a beautiful city, for the baggage 
‘ made no confufion; I was ill provided with 
" carriages, and afliamed of my equipage j for 

‘ five 
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* five years allowance would not have provided 
‘ me an indifferent tent anfwerable to oihersj 
‘ and to add to the grandeur, every man has 
‘ two, fo 'that one of them goes before to the 
‘ next ground, and is fet up a day before the 
‘ King rifes from the place where he is.’ 

Though Sir Thomas Roe reprefents the pride 
of the Mogul as fcarcely fupportable to an 
Englifhman, yet that Ambaffador appears to 
have been favoured in a very extraordinary 
manner. The extreme aifregard which the 
Afiatic Sovereigns naturally have for Europeans, 
is fully fet forth in the following extrad from 
M. de Buffy’s letter publiflied in Mr. Dupleix’s 
Memoire. It is a juft and moft authentic pic- 
ture of the haughty demeanor and affuming ar- 
rogance of thofe people, and w)il prove what 
has been advanced of the very little intercourfe 
we could have had with them. 

ExtraB of a letter from M. de Buffy. 

‘ To form a true judgment of the advanta- 
‘ geous change in the affairs of the French in 
‘ India, wc muff go back to thofe times when 
‘ they were obliged, for the interefl of their 
‘.commerce, in a fervile manner to carry their 
‘ prefents, and pay their homage to thofe pet- 
« ty chiefs whom we do not at prefent deign to 
‘ admit to our Durbar, except when forae par- 
‘ ticular intereft requires it. I fpeak not of 
‘ diftant times, this cliange is within thefe fix 
‘ years. It was no longer ago that the Nabob 

‘ of 
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‘ of Arcot, inconfiderable as he h isj fcgarfi V'i 
‘ the ^;ouba of the Deckan, for he i» but a far- 
‘ mer of his revenues, behaved to us ai a iu- 
‘ vereign to his fubjeds. His letter to our <: )- 
' vernors ran in a ftrain of authority opprobi i- 
‘ ous to the French nation. Wc never apfx ar- 
‘ ed before him but as fuppliants carrying pre- 
‘ fents, which he continually exaded from us. 

‘ If any even of his inferior otBcers came 1 
' wards Pondicherry, formal deputations were 
‘ fent out to meet them with the greatell marks 
' of refped. The utmoft care was taken to 
‘ avoid giving offence to thofe petty tyrants, 

‘ whofe refentment might have prejudiced our 
i commerce. 

' For a Soubaof the Deckan to condefeend 
t to write to the commandant general of the 
5 French, was a thing unheard of, and not to 
‘ be expected. When Nizam al Mulk, father 
^ of the reigning Souba, came into the pro- 
f. vince of Arcot to retake Trichinopoly from 
‘ the Marattas, the European nations flrove 
f ' who flrould give him the ftrongeft marks of 
‘ their fubmiflion, and omitted no means of 
* gaining his favour: yet he deigned not to 
‘ write to any of the governors who reprefent- 
! ed thofe nations, and hardly honoured with a 
look the rich prefents kid with all imagina- 
ble refped at his feet, as a token of their ho- 
‘ rnage and, dependence. 

* ■WHA’y. were the bounds of the Company’s 
eftablifliments before the expedition which 

has 
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has taken me up thefe four years ? Pondi- 
‘ cherry, Carical, and Chandernagore, were 

* the whole of their extent: thofe bounds 

* could not be paffed without fubmiffion and 

* prefents, to obtain leave from the farmers of 

* the revenue.’ 

It is evident from this letter, how few Eu- 
ropeans have of late been acquainted with the 
interior parts of the country. But M. de Buffy, 
by accompanying Salabatzing in all his motions, 
and fome of our own countrymen, from their 
intimate and familiar intercourfe with the go- 
verning people in Bengal, have had all ad- 
vantages of information; and it was from a 
certain knowledge, that the moft ample and 
inftrudive materials for this purpofe had been 
provided in the country, and were now adual- 
ly in England, that I deMed from the defign 
I had once entertained of entering on the 
affairs of Bengal. Eefides, I had not en-- 
gaged in any part of this woik many weeks, 
befoie there appeared fome Memoiis of the 
Revolutions in Ucngal, publiflied by a perfon 
principally concerned in them, v/hich antici- 
pated my purpofe of giving a flight view of 
thofe affairs ; and whenever the public fliall be 
favoured by thole who are fo capable and fo 
well prepared thoroughly to explain not only 
the fecrct fpi ings of the great events and revo- 
lutions, but alfo the civil, commercial, and na- 
tural hiflory of Bengal, it will appear how much 
more properly the hiflory of that province is 
left to thofe who had a perfonal fbare in the 

tranf- 



Ivi INTRODUCTION. 

tranfaSinns, and had therafclves feen and conli - 
dered the ftate of the country. If, contrary to 
my apprehenfion, the fame rcafoning ought to 
have deterred me from attempting the relation 
of the war in the other parts of India, it will 
give me great pleafure to fee the hiftory of the 
Coaft of Coromandel alfo laid before the public 
in a manner more worthy their attention. 


Colonel 
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beeri!di^uted by the 
caufe of the war. I 


1 Alice Cawn havins 
French, was the fir: 
fliali endeavour to fhetV how he founded his right, 
and with what juftice the French fupported his com- 
petitors. I fhall trace it from the year 1730, as 
the different appointments, made fince that time 
by the viceroys of the Deckan, have a necelfary 
connexion with mahy parts of this narrative, and 
lead to a knowledge of the perfons principally con- 
cerned in this fcene of troubles. 


The Souba or viceroy of the Deckan, in the 
year 1730, was called Nizam Almuluck. Accord- 
ing to his right of nominating a Governor of the 
"Carnatick, now more generally known by the name 
Pf the Nabob of Arcot, he appointed Sadet Alice 
B Cawn, 
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Cawn, who was fucceeded by his nephew Deuft 
Alice Cawn, who governed in the year 1 740. 


Chi’kda Saib, a man of no family or riches, 
but endowed by nature witli talents, and a capa- 
city that made ample amends for what fortune had 
denied him, had the command of a fmall diftrict 
of country, and could bring about an hundred horfc 
into the field. He ferved under Dcuft -Allee Cawn, 
to whom his genius foon made him known, and 
fo ufeful, that he advanced him, and married him 
to one of his daughters. 


The kingdom of Trichinopoly was then under 
the Gentou government. The king dying, left 
no children, and appointed his brothei’s fon to fuc- 
ceed. The dowager queen, fupported by her two 
brothers, put in a claim to the regency, till her 
eldell brother’s fon was of a fit age to reign. There 
was a third party formed, by a relation of the de- 
ceafed king, who demanded the throne as his right, 
and brought a large army to fupporc his preten- 
fions. I'he king’s party was loon thrown out of 
'the competition, and the dilpute continued between 
the queen and the king’s relations. The queen ap- 
plied to the Nabob of Aicot, and he came to her 
affiftance, and with him Chunda Saib, as his gene- 
ral, who managed affairs fo well, that, having 
weaken’d both, he formed a ftronger party for hitn- 
felf, and waited with patience till his fcheme was 
ripe for execution. Under pretence of a vific to 
the queen, he introduced himfclf and feme troops 
into the town, got poffelTion of it, put to death 
all the difierent competitors, plundered and im- 


prifoned the queen, who, finding no refource left, 
poifobed berfelf ; firft burning the alcoran on which 
„Chunda Saib had fworn that his only views in this 
'Vific were fo (bew marks of refpedt and regard- 
s' Thu^s 
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Thus the government of the kingdom of Trichi-, 
nopoly was changed in 1738, and ftill continues 
under the Nabob of Arcot and is commonly given 
to one of his neareft relations. 

In the year 1740, the Matattas invaded Arcot, 
and overthrew Deuft Alice Cawn in a battle which 
coft him his life. His fon, Subter Alice Cawn, 
on his fathers death, fled to Madrafs, and there 
obtained the protedlion of Mr. Benyon, then go- 
vernor. Soon after he received a giant from Ni- 
zam Almuluck, appointing him Nabob of Arcot; 
but, in the year 1744, he was treacheioufly mur- 
dered, ,at a feaft made by his brother in-law Moo- 
tis Allee Cawn, at Velloure, a ftrong fort, twelve 
miles from Arcot. 

CozA Abdallah Cawn fucceeded him, and 
was himfelf, fhortly after, fucceeded by Anaverdy 
Cawn, our prelent Nabob’s father, who was ap- 
pointed, by the viceroy of the Deckan, Nabob of 
Arcot, in the year 1745. 

CauNDA Saib remained at Trichinopoly till 
the year 1741, when the Marattas came a fecond 
time into the country, befleged the town, got pof- 
feffion of it, and took him prifoner. He was car- 
ried to Sattaarah, the Marattas’ capital, and there 
confined till 1 748, the year in which Nizam Al- 
muluck died. 

Nizam Almuluck left four fons, Gauzedy 
Cawn, Nazirzing, Salabatzing, and Nizam Allee. 

Though the fucceflion in this country is not 
hereditary, yet it commonly runs in the fame fa- 
mily, efpecially when the furvivors have power to 
make good their pietenfions, and money to fecure 
B 2 the 
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'1. the IMogiir;, appointment. Gauzedy Cawn, the 
t-i.'cil fun, was then BiKihec, or pay mafter- gene- 
ra! to the Mugul, the leconcl man in power, next 
to the \ izier, in this mighty empire. He having 
peshaps more ambitious views, refufed the vice- 
royalty of the L'eckan, bnt made over his intereft 
to" die fecond Ton Naziizmg, who was appointed 
by the Mcg'il Shaw Hainet. 

MiZ’.M had alfoa nephew, Erad- 

.nnodn Cawn, commonly called Muzapherzing, 
’.;ho, on h:s uncle’s deadi, laid claim to the Car- 
natich, founded, as he faid, on a promife from 
his inCe Eut Nazirzing refufed his confent, and 
conrirmed Anaverdy Ca\vn, agreeable to his fa- 
thei’s appointment. On this refufal, Muzapher- 
zing declaied he would luppoit his pretenfions by 
open force. His firft ftep was to go to Sattaarah, 
and apply to Ballazerow, chief of the Marattas, 
for afliftance. There he faw Chunda Saib,' who 
•ftill remained prifoner. Muzapherzing engaged 
to get him relcafed, and Chunda Saib, on his fide, 
promiied to go to Pondicherry, and influence Mr. 
Duplcix to afllfl: and fupport him in his caufe. 
The Maratta chief cbnfented to every thing, and 
proniifed his aiTiftance. He kept his word in re- 
gard to the releafing of Chunda Saib, but fent no 
troops. Chunda Saib fet out for Pftndicheny, in 
ly.pS’, and Muzapherzing prepared toraife an army, 

Chunda Saib fucceeded, made fome prelents, 
and promifed much more and, when Muzapher- 
zing was ready, they were joined by fix hundred 
French, and a train of artillery. In July 1749, 
they marched for Arcot, and there encountered Ana- 
verdy Cawn, who loft the vidlory and his life. 
His eldeft fon, Mauphus Cawn, was taken pri- 
ibner, and has fecond fo% Mahomed Alice Cawn, 

the 
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the prefent Nabob, made the befi: of his way to 1749. 
his government of Trichinopoly, waking there for 
an opportunity to revenge his father’s death. '1 he 
vidforious army purflied the blow, took A root, and 
over- ran the whole piovince. They afterwards se- 
turned to Pondicheiry, where Muzapherzing ap- 
pointed Chunda Saib Nabob of Arcot. 

They remained quiet at Pondichery, till Admi- 
ral Bofcawen failed for Europe, not daring to move 
till he was out of fight. The day after, October 
21, 1749, they took the field, and raifed contri- 
butions ail over the country. The king of Tan- 
jore, h.,ving refnfed to acknowledge Muzapher- 
zing, or .. hunda Saib, they marched and laid fiege 
to his capital. The French were commanded by 
Mr. Law, nephew of the famous Miflifippi Law, 

They foon made a breach, but the troops within 
leeming determined to defend it, they were afraid 
to venture an aflault. By protradling the fiege, the 
people in the 'town were reduced to their laft barrel 
of powder, ; but, however, they laved the place, 
by compounding for fome lacks of toupees in ready 
money, and a bill for feventy-five lacks more. 

The enemy raifed the fiege, bur, after one day’s 
march, the French army returned, and infilled on 
a fum of money for themfeives, ailedging that they 
had not received any part of what was paid. How- 
ever, it was to no purpofe, for the kingof Tanjore, 
having received in that time a reinforcement of Se- 
poys and gunners, and a large quantity of powder 
from Trichinopoly, refufed to give any more. 

Still the breach remained open, which the French 
would not attack. In the mean time certain ac- 
counts came of Nazirzing’s march from Aurenga- 
bad towards Arcot, in order to punifii Muzapher- 
zing, and Chunda Saib, for their rebellion. I'his 
obliged them to raife the fiege a fecond time in 
B 3 good 



Itj 


NARRATIVE of the WAR 

1750. gcodenrneft, and return to Pondichery. Thispaf- 
fed in January 1750. 

Ever fince Anaverdy Cawn’s defeat, his fon, 
Mahomed Allee Cawn, had defired our affiftance. 
It v/as neceffary to put a flop to the progrefs of the 
French, whether in juftice to affift the lawful prince 
againft rebels, or as an adt of felf-defence, and to 
prevent an increafe of power in an oppreflive neigh- 
bour, that muft, at laft, have proved our ruin. 
1 his determined us to proted the Nabob Maho. 
med Alice Cawn, till we could know Nazirzing’s 
detei mlnation : Captain Cope was therefore fent from 
Foit St. George w^th a detachment toTrichinopoIy. 

Nazipzikg had given orders to the Nabob to 
join him on his march, in obedience to which he 
fet out from Trichinopoly, at the head of a large 
army of horfe, and the Englifh detachment com- 
manded by captain Cope, and joined Nazirzing at 
Waidore, in February 4750. As it is cuftomary 
amongH: all Eaflern princes to make prefents on 
the firft vifit, when the Nabob waited on Nazir- 
zing, he afkcd him what he had brought : the Na- 
bob took captain Cope by the hand, and, prefent- 
ing him, Eid he had brought that gentleman and 
the affiftance of the Engliffi nation. Nazirzing 
was pleafed with the anfwer, conferred fome ho- 
nours on Captain Cope, and, a few days after, ap- 
pointed Mahomed Allee Cawn to fucceed his fa- 
ther, as Nabob of Arcot and Trichinopoly. 

Muz.''.pher.zing and Chunda Saib marched 
out of Pondichery with their army, and two thou- 
fand Europeans commanded by Mr. D’Auteuil, with 
a large train of artillery, and a numerous body of 
Sepoys, they took poft within a few miles of Na- 
zirzing, at whofe earneft and repeated requeft, I 

marched 
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marched from Fort St. George with fix hundred 
men, accompanied with Mr. Weftcott, one of 
the counciJ, with a commiflion to treat with Na- 
zirzing, in which we were affifted by Captain 
Dalton. 

We joined him at Villanoure, and were very 
gracioufly received, fuitable to the dignity of an 
Eaftern Prince, at the head of three hundred thou- 
fand men, of which he declared me Generaliffimo. 
He propoied to me to attack the enemy immedi- 
ately : I told him, in the Eaftern ftile, that he 
muft be fure of vidlory wherever he fought, yet 
the attack might be attended with fome difficulty, 
and coft him the Jives of many brave men, as 
the enemy were ftrongly pofted and had with 
them a large train of artillery. But that, if he 
pleafed to march between them and Pondichery, 
he might, by cutting off their communication, ob- 
lige them to fight at a greater difadvantage. 

However juft my propofal might be, his an- 
fwer was as follows ; What > Ihall the great Na- 
zirzing, the fon of Nizam al Mulk, even for an 
advantage, feem to retreat before fo defpicable an 
enemy ? No, he would march and attack them in 
front. I told him he might do as he pleafed, I 
was ready to fupport him. 

The two armies were fo near, that the next day 
we cannonaded, and were drawm out to engage. 

** The French were entrenched, and had 20 p'eces of can- 

lion. Nazirzmg had 800 5 but his pi incipal officer of artillery 
was an Inlliman, for the natives in general, think eveiy Eu- 
ropean an engineer. I happened to find fault with th’s gentle 
man’s difpofitiou of his artillery, which was in a hollow, where 
his rannoo were hid. He gravely replied, “ What, did 1 think 
him mad, orfooliih enough, to expofe his Excellency’s caH'" 
non, by placing it on a rifing ground ? ’ 

B 4 I.'J 
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In this fituation, a meffcnger came to me from 
Mr. D’Auteuil, to acquaint me, “ That although 
we Were engaged in dilFerent caufes, yet it was 
“ not Ivs defign nor inclination, that any Euro* 

“ pean blood fliotild be fpilt j but as he did not 
“ know our poll, ftiould any of his fhot come that 
way, and hurt the Engliih, he could not be 
blamed.” I fmt him for anfWer, “ That I had 
** the honour of carrying the Engliflr colours on 
my fi.ig gun, which it he pleafed to lookout 
“ for, be might know from thence where the Eng- 
“ lifii were polled •/’ and 1 affared him, 1 flhould 
alfo be very loth to fpill European blood ; but, if 
any Ihot came that way, he might be affured I 
would ieiuin them. 

To know, I fuppofe, whether I was in earneft* 
a Ibotwas fued from their battery over our heads: 

1 ordered tbiee gua' to anfwer it, and faw them 
well pointed. Mr D’Auwc'. ii feeing us refolved not 
to look tamely on, and probably fearing the fuc- 
cefs of an adtioa, thought ’t mo>e prudent to re- 
treat in the niglit. Led his heavy artii.ery Ihould 
re'ard him, for the gi eater expedition, he left eleven 
piecci bch.nd and what was werfe, part of his ar- 
tillery-men with them, the better to conceal his de- 
fign ; for he gave cut, he was only going to alarm 
our camp in the night, and would be back in the 
morning. 

Nazirzing having immediate notice of his re- 
treat, foon routed Muzaphei zing’s and Chunda 
Saib’s ibrces fell in with the unfoitunate French 
gunners left behind as a facrifice, and cut mo'l of 
them to pieces. Wc faved as many as we could, 
taking them by force out of the hands of the Moors, 
got their wounds drefled by our fmgeons, and took 
all the \:arc of them tha? humanity required of us. 
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In'return, Mr. Dupleix wrote a long proteft againft 1750. 
me, for making Fiench fubjefts prifoners in tirneu— 
of peace ; but the poor fellows, more fenfible of 
the obligations they were under to us, very grate« 
fully acknowledged our tender ufage, and confeffed 
it was entirely owing to us that they were faved. 

The fame night a large detachment of Marattas 
from Nazirzing’s camp, commanded by Morarow*, 
were fent in purfuit of Mr. D’Auteuil. They 
came up with him the next day. Mr. D* Auteui! 
formed his men into a fquare. Morarow attacked 
and broke it with only fifteen men, imagining his 
whole party in his rear ; but feeing his danger, he 
with that handful, when furrounded, boldly pulhed 
for it ; and breaking through the oppofite fide, 
cleared his way with fix men, having loft nine in 
the attack. 

On the retreat of the French, and’their army be- 
ing difperfed, Muxapherzing fubmitted, and im- 
plored the mercy of Nazirzing, who received him 
into his camp, and detained him as a ftate prifoner ; 
but Chunda Saib, whofe Ible dependance was on 
Mr. Dupleix, continued obftinate, and retreated 
with the French to Pondicherry. Muzapherzing’s 
fubmiffion, as will ftiortly appear, was only poli- 
tick i and, that he might be nearer at hand, to 
concert a fcheme, which m 3 few months was put 

* Morarow, whofe name often occars in this narrative, is a 
Maratta, who by fupportmg the divifions in the country, has 
made himfelf confiderable from a fmall beginning ; he fides with, 
no party but as he finds his advantage in it, and as ealily changes 
lidts; he commands about three thoufand very good horfe. 

When he is not employed or paid by any prince, he fcours t’ne 
country for himfelf, and raifes contributions where he can get 
poll, and with leaft rifque. His real m after is the Nanah Shaw 
Raja ; but he obeys his orders juft as they are cpndacive to his 
fiWn mterefi;, 
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x^^o. execution, at the expence of the Viceroy’s life. 

V— The confequence of the victory was the retaking of 
Arcot, which again acknowledged its lawful maf- 
ter. 

Mr. Duple IX, after this difgrace, wrote a long 
letter to Nazirzing, which he would not open or 
read but in our piefence. Though he pretended 
fubmiffion to the viceroy, he had flill the prefutnp- 
tion to diftate to him, and infift, that none of the 
family of Anaverdy Cawn iliould ever govern the 
province of Aicot. Ambaffadors came alfo to treat 
pubhckly, for an accommodation, but their real 
bufincfs was privately to concert meafures with 
Shanavas Cawn, Nazirzing’s prime minifler, and 
the chiefs of the confpuacy, wdiich was firft laid 
in Pondichery by Chunda Saib and Mr. Dupleix, 
who promifed to affifi: them to the utmofl: of his 
power, as it plainly appeared aftervrards. Though 
this was earned on with great fecrecy, I had infor- 
mation that feme defign was on foot againft Na- 
zirzing, and that Shanavas Cawn was principally 
concerned in it. I therefore defired my interpreter 
to acquaint Nazirzing with what I had heard, and 
in particular with what concerned his prime minif- 
ter. But fo great were the apprehenfions of the 
perfon we employed as linguifi:, that he did not dare 
to fay what 1 diredted him, nor accufe a perfon in 
fuch high favour and power as Shanavas Cawn, who 
was prefent, fo much did he dread his refentment, 
which 1 plainly difcovered from the anfwers I re* 

The two pnncipah of wliicli were the Nabobs of Catlapali 
and Condat.ore. Thefc Nabob 3 are coder the viceroy of the 
Detkan; ibeir Ciuiitry is in the Scbif!i»p of Goko-’da ; they 
hivem their pay namber*! of Fatans, who are reckoned the 
bet fo’dieis an)0«.gil thefe eatern n^oors : as the policy of ihi.. 
ill-ruled empire requires freqpent ailaffinationsi thefe Patans are 
cieemed -very afeful in that Tkmd of vilkny* 


ceim! 
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ceived from Nazirzing, and the confufion of the 1750. 
interpreter. w-VV. 

Part of our inlirufiiions to Nazirzing were, to 
obtain an enlargement of our bounds round Madrafs, 
which he frequently promifed, and certainly intend- 
ed to perform, had not his minifler, wbo was in an 
oppofire intereft, contrived to difappoint us, by de- 
laying and putting us off from time to time. See- 
ing ourlelves only amufed, we prefied our demands 
with more earneftnefs, and Nazirzing promifed we 
fhould oe immediately fatisfied; but defired we 
would march withh.m ro Arcot, a propofal we could 
by no means confent to, as it would have left our 
fettlements and frontier bounds expofed to the infults 
of two thoufand French, and Chunda Saib, who 
at this time was railing another army. We alfo 
endeavoured to make him fenfible, that his maich 
to Areot removed him too far from his enemies, 
who were only waiting for a favourable opportu- 
nity to renew the troubles That it was eafy for 
him, by flaying where he was, to finifh the bufi- 
nefs effedually, and to diftrefs his enemies, by cut- 
ting off their communication with the country, and 
thereby oblige them to accept of whatever terms he 
would pleafe to offer them. But the more we ur- 
ged againft his march to Arcot, the more his fa- 
vouiite prefled him to it. Our removal from him 
was the great objeiSi: of the party, that had refolv- 
ed his rum. 

Finding all our endeavours were of no weight 
againfl a determined fcheme, we marched to our 
fettlements, and Nazirzing to Arcot, where, lulled 
into a fecurity, by what he was willing to look 
upon as a vidlory, he gave himfelf up entirely to 
the pleafures he was fondeft of, women and hunt- 
ing. Npthing was omitted by the fadtion to amufe 
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him, and take olF his attention from bufmeft, or 
whatever might lead to a difcovery of the defigns 
\\ijch were carrying on againft hiioi. 

T HE detachment commanded by Morarow, fent 
in purfuit of the French, when they letreatcd from 
Nazirzing, encamped near Pondicherry, with their 
tifual careieflhels. 'Fhe French attacked them in 
the night, when they little expefted, and were as 
little prepared for an enemy, and eafiiy put them to 
the rout, killed a great many, and got pofleffion of 
tlitir camp and baggage This fuccefs animated 
the French, and they once more took the field with 
Chunda Sa:b, and marched for Trividy, a fortified 
pagoda, ficuated about fixteen miles w'eft of Fort 
St. D.ivid, which being garrifoned only by country 
troops, they foon got poffeffion of it. 

The Nabob, Mahomet- Alice Cawn, who had at- 
tended Nazirzmg to Arcot, and was conftantly 
preffing him to return to the charge, dcfiied a party 
iiorn theaitny, tooppefe and pumfli the French, and 
Chunda Saib : anel at the fame time applied to the 
Enghfh for a body of Europeans, and a train of ar- 
tillery. Captain C ope theiefore, with four hundred 
of the military, and a body of fepoys, marched to his 
affifiance ; and in conjuncl on they moved towards 
the enemy. I iliould at that time have taken the 
field myfelf, but the chair becoming vacant by the 
removal of Mr. Fioyer, I was obliged to take the 
government till ?vlr. faundcis, who was appointed 
to fuccced, could come from Vizagapatam, and fooa 
after his ai rival, 1 embarked for England. 

The Nabob had agreed to pay tlte whole expence 
of our troops in the field ; but a large prefent to 
Nazirzing for his commiflion having exhaufted his 
ircafory, inftead of moiiey we got only trifling ex- 

cufesj 
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cufes, with which he put us off from day to day, 1750. 
till at laft the expences falling entirely upon us, 
and the Nabob, for want of magazines and money, 
being unable to march his army between the French 
and Pondicherry, Captain Cope had oiders to re- 
turn. 

The very next night after, the French and Chun- 
da Saib attacked the Nabob in his camp. It could 
not be called a battle, but a rout ; the troops, in- 
ftead of fighting, running away in fmall parties, 
every thing fell into the vidtor’s hands ; even the 
Nabob, with difficulty, made his elcape, almofl 
fingly, and unattended, to Naziizing. 

The enemy did not remain idle, but followed 
the blow ; and paitly by threats, paitly by fair pro- 
mifes, got poffeffion of Gingee, a place exceeding 
ftrong by nature, and not ill fortified, according to 
the eatiern manner. They took care to feciire their 
new conqueft by a ftrong garrifon, fupporting it 
■well with artillery and ammunition. 

Nazirzing, rouzed from bis lethargy by the 
lofs of Gingee, and refieding on its confequences, 
immediately marched from Arcot to take that im- 
pouant place, declaring he would lucceed, or never 
return. Muzapherzing and his fadion now thought 
it a proper time to put their fchemes in execution ^ 
Nazirzing with his army furrounded Gingee ; the 
French, and Chunda Saib were encamped under the 
walls. 

Nothing now was wanting but to ftrike the 
blow, which was concerted m the following man- 
ner. The French were to attack that part of the 
camp which the Nabobs of Cadapah and Condanore 
occupied, and their troops had infmudions to make 

no 
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no refiftance. The Nabobs had engaged on their 
part to aflaffinate Xazirzing at his firlt appearance, 
on the alarm The attack, was no fooner begun, 
but the two Nabobs naade direftly for Nazirzing’s 
tent, and meeting him as he came out, they entreated 
him to mount his elephant and punifla the rebels. 
The unfortunate prince was difpofing himfelf to 
follow their advice, when the ftroke was given, the 
one ftabbing him with a poinard, while the other 
ihot him wicli a piftol. His head was fevered from hiS 
body, fixed on a fpear, and brought to Muzapher- 
zing, who being immediately releafed, and mount- 
ed on the late Souba’s elephant, was proclaimed 
through the camp Viceroy of the Deckan. Little 
or no refiftance was made any where, for fo general 
was die confternation, that every body thought of 
faving themfelves, not knowing who were friends or 
enemies, nor how to oppofe a fucceffion they fo 
little expeded. The French pufhed their way to 
Nazirzing’s tents, where was found an immenfe 
neafuje in money and jewels, by which many 
made their fortunes, but none fo largely as Mr. 
Dupleix, a fortune, by all accounts, not to be 
equalled at that tune, by any fubjedl in Europe. 

To perpetuate the memory of this famous vic- 
tory, which the Ftench had boafted of as fuperior 
to any thing of the kind rccoided in hiftory, Mr. 
Dupleix, near the place wheie the maffacre was com- 
mitted, caufed a town to be built, called Dupleix 
Fatea'bat, the place of victory ; and to record the 
Ihare the French had in it, a pillar now lies at Pon- 
dicherry, defigned to be crefted in the market-place, 
with a pompous Latin infcription, giving an ac- 
count of the engagement, and the French valoud 
Unluckily future ages will not be the wifer for it- ; 
for captain Clive, a year afterj in retaking the Arcot 

court- 
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country, burnt the town, and deftroyed the monu- 1751. 
ment on which the pillar was to have been ereded. w'~v^ 

The vidorious army returned to Pondicherry in 
January 1751, with a moft futnptuous train of the 
princes of the Deckan, and divided the fpoil. Mu- 
zapherzing declared Chunda Saib Nabob of Arcot, 
and all its dependencies, and aflbciated Mr. Dupleis 
in the government with himlelf. On this Mr. Du- 
pleix aflumed the ftate and formalities of an eaftera 
prince. He held his Durbar in the' palace at Pon- 
dicherry, and fuffered neither the natives, nor his 
own countrymen to approach him without a prefenc 
after the eaftern manner ; he mounted his elephant, 
and was pioclaimed Nabob. Mahomed Allee Cawn 
efcaping with the utmoft difficulty, and without at- 
tendants, made the beft of his way to Trichinopoly, 
notwithftanding the great fearch made to feize his 
perfon. 

It was agreed at Pondicherry, that Chunda Saib 
fhould raife an army, and affifted by the French, en- 
deavour to make good his appointment to the 'go- 
vernment of Arcot under Mr. Dupleix : that Muza- 
pherzing fhould march with the late Nazirzing’s army 
to Aurengabad, the ufual refidence of the princes of 
the Deckan ; accompanied by Mr. Euffy, at the head 
of fix hundred French, three thoufand fepoys, and a 
large train of artillery. They began rheir march the 
beginning of 1751, and on the road the two Na- 
bobs of Cadapah and Condanore, jealous of Muza- 
pherzing and the power of the French, and not 
thinking themfelves fufficiently rewarded, upon va- 
rious pretexts fomented a quarrel, till at length they 
proceeded to farther outrages, which produced an en- 
gagement. The Patans advanced to attack the 
French, but were unable to ftand the cannonade. 

After they were obliged to letire, they fell upon 

M UZ3- 
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1751. Muzapherzing’s flank, routed his troops, and in 
fonic meafure revenged Nazirzing, in the death of 
his fucceflbr, the chief of the confpirators. A great 
many of the Patans were killed, and amongft the 
reft the Nabob of Condanore. 

The next day, the chiefs of the army proclaim- 
ed Sallabatzing, brother to Nazirzing, Souba or vice- 
roy of the Deckan, though there was ailrongparty 
for the fon of Muzapherzing. At this time the trou- 
bles at the court of Delly, prevented the Mogul 
from fettling the affairs of the Deckan ; he only 
made an appointment of Gawzedy Cawn to the go- 
vernment, and refolved to fupport him with an 
array, wlien the ftate of his affairs would permit. 
The new prince fent * Saneds to Mahomed Allee 
Cawn in the month of March, confirming him Na- 
bob of Areot 

Upon the death of Nazirzing, captain Cope was 
again fent in January 1751, with a ftrong detach- 
ment, to fupport the Ifebob in Trichinopoly, after 
an offer made to Chunda Saib and his allies, of the 
quiet pofleffion of the whole province, except that 
fort and its dependencies. 

Chunda Saib and the French treated this pro- 
pofal with the higheft contempt, and immediately 
railed troops and took the field. We colleded about 
five hundred men from ail our garrifons, and fent 
them under the command of captain de Gingins to 
obferve their motions, who finding their intentions 
were for Trichinopoly, moved that way alfo ; and at 
the fame time, a party from that garrifon, of about 
an hundred and ten men, marched to meet captain 
De Gingiivi, followed by what troops the Nabob 


* CommiM^ns or grants. 
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could raife, commanded by his brother Abdiel Va- 1751* 
hob Cawn. The firft party met captain De Gingins 
at Verdachilum, and from thence the army moved 
in conjundlion to Volconda, wheie they were a!fo 
joined by the Nabob’s forces, amounting in the 
whole to about two thoufand horfe, three thoufand 
fepoys, and fix hundred Europeans. 

Volconda is a confiderable town, about forty- 
five miles from Tnchinopoly, in the road to Ar- 
cot. The governor at firft feeming in our intereft, 
amufed us tor two days, with promifis to deliver 
up the fort ; but foon after Chunda Saib and the 
French appearing, he threw off the mafic, and de- 
clared againft us. The next night we attacked the 
fort without fuccefs, and the army, after fome lofs, 
was obliged to retreat to Outatour, feventeen miles 
from Trichinopoly. 

The enemy’s army, confifting of about fix ‘thou- 
fand horfe, four thoufand feapoys, and fix hun- 
dred Europeans, followed our army to Outatour, 
and encouraged by the fuccefs of an ambufcade, in 
which feme of our men fell, by following too clofe- 
ly a party of Chunda Saib’s horfe, they attacked 
our camp, but were repulfed : however, not think- 
ing our poll: tenable, Ihould the enemy repeat their 
attack, we retreated to the banks of the Coleroon, 
facing Trichinopoly. Chunda Saib’s army increaf- 
ing daily, our people thought themfelves obliged 
alfo to quit that poft, and to crofs the river to 
the ifland oppofite Tnchinopoly. The enemy ftili 
following, we abandoned that poft, and pafling 
the river Cauvery the 17th of July, we encamped 
under the walls of Trichinopoly. 

Chunda Saib and the French immediately took 
. polfeffion of our poft, and raifed fome batteries 

G againft 
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1751. again fl. the town, fiom acrofs the river ; but find- 
— -Jing the diflance too great, even for a Ihot at al- 
moit its gieatcll lange, they left a party to fecure 
Senngam Pagodas, and crofTing the iiver, encamp- 
ed on the pla n on the eafl: fide of the town, at the 
French Rock, and them contented themfelves with 
cannonading and throwing in fome fhells. 

The Nabob beginning then to be in want of 
men and monet', applied to the K-ng of Maiflbre, 
wr,o fupphed him Indeed with both, but in frnali 
parties, and fmallcr fiuris at a time, the common 
way of doing biifinefs in this country. Thus re- 
mained afiinrs at I'lichinopoly, the enemy content- 
ing thcmfelves with a ufelefs cannonade, which 
however they adorned with all the terms of the 
moft regular fiege ; and we waiting for our pro- 
mifed reinforcement, encamped under the walls of 
the fort, to keep our communication as open as 
pofiible. 

The French bringing almofi: their whole force 
into the field with Chunda Saib, and leaving Ar- 
cot but poorly defended, a fcheme was laid to le- 
duce part of that country to the Nabob’s obedi- 
ence. Captain Clive commanded the party. This 
expedition was attended with uncommon fuccefs, 
which fome people were pleafed to term fortunate, 
and lucky ; but, in my opinion, fiom the know- 
ledge 1 have of the gentleman, he deferved, and 
might exped from his conduft eveiy thing as it 
fell out. A man of an undaunted refolution, of 
a cool temper, and a piefence of mind, which ne- 
'ver left him in the greateft danger. Born a fol- 
dkr, for without a military education of any foi t, 
or much converfing with any of the profefilon, fiom 
hisj’.dgment and- good fenfe, faei^d an army like 
-an experienced ofBceF,'<and a brave foidier, with a 

' prudence 
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prudence that certainly warranted fuccefs. This 1751.' 
young man’s early genius furpnfed and engaged 
my attention, as well before as at the fiege of Da- 
vecottah, where he behaved in coinage and judg- 
ment, much beyond what could have been expedt- 
ed from his years, and his fuccefs afeerwards con- 
firmed what I had faid to many people concerning 
him. 

Captain Clive, in the month of Augnft, hav- 
ing joined a detachment of our army ai Trichino- 
poly, was foon recalled for the intended expedi- 
tion ; and being ai rived at -Madrafs, he marched 
with three hundred Europeans, and about five hun- 
dred feapoys. His officers were chiefly Wiiters, 
or other fervants of the company, nevei before em- 
ployed in a military capacity ; and yet, with this 
force, he furpnfed and took Arcot, the capital of 
the province, on the firfl: of September. The 
Fiench, truly fenfible of this dilgrace, and know- 
ing the importance of the place, concerted meafures 
to retake it, and coUedted all the men they could 
fpare under Raja Saib, fon to Chunda Saib, who, 
with a large detachment from his father’s array, 
marched and invefted Arcot the 2 qd of Septem- 
ber. During the fiege, which lafted two months, 
they difmounted two eighteen-pounders. Upon 
which Mr. Clive wrote the governor of Madrafs 
word, that he was mounting the laft eighteen- 
pounder he had left, but that he had fl.il 1 thiee 
months proviflons, and thought Inmfclf able to 
defend a breach whenever the enemy fiiould make 
an affaiik. A party v. as detached from the army 
at Trichinopoly to Ripport him, on notice of whofe 
appioach, the enemy refclved to make their kft 
effort ; they attacked the breach, ard the fert. in 
thiee different plicen ; at eveiy attack they w’ere 
beat off with confiderable Ids, and captain Clive 
C 2 taking 



20 


NARRATIVE of the WAR 

175 1. taking advantage of their confufion, fallied out, 
and following the blow, took all their cannon, le- 
velled their trenches, and returned to the fort. 

The party by this time came up, as alfo a de- 
tachment of Maratta’s commanded by Budgerow, 
a brother of Morarow, which enabled captain 
Clive to take the fi^-ld. He marched out of Arcot 
in fearch of the Fiench and Chunda Saib’s fon, 
never giving them time to reft, but purfuing his 
good fortune, he took the forts of Timery, Cau- 
veiy pauk, Aranie and Conjeveram, and compleat- 
ed it by a total defeat of the enemy at Cauvery- 
pauk, m the month of March 1752. Their army 
was entirely deftroyed, and Raja Saib obliged to 
take ihelter in Pondichery, where M. Dupleix re- 
fiiftd to fee him. By this vidlory, a large part 
of the Arcot country was recovered for the Na- 
bob. 

Before w'e enter on the affairs of Trichinopo- 
ly. the chief Rene of our military operations, it 
will be requifite that the reader fhould be well in- 
formed of the fingular circumftances of the Plain 
in which it is fituated, by comparing the follow- 
ing defcripiion with the accurate map annexed, the 
impoitance of the pods, and other ohjecfs contend- 
ed for, will be readily conceived and underflood. 

Tkichinopoly is fituated on a plain, which 
was once ciowded v/ith rich villages and planta- 
tions oftiees, but fince the war, hardly a trace of 
either is left. The town is in form of an oblong 
fquare, the longeft fides of which are Eaft and weft. 
On the North luns the river Cauvery, iefs than 
half a mile from the fort. The town was former- 
ly no more than a wall round the foot of a rock, 
in circumference about twelve hundred yards. A s 
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the inhabitants increafed, the town was augmented 1751, 
to half of the prefent oblong, with a crols wall, 
the tiacesof which ftill remain j the third augmen- 
tation was made to the fouthward, and inclofes the 
town as It now ftands It is at prefent four miles 
in circumference, with a double enceinte of walls 
with round towers at equal diflances, accoiding to 
the Eaftern method of fortifying. The" ditch is 
near thirty feet wide, but not halffo deep-, and at 
different feafons it is more or lefs fupphed with wa- 
ter, but never quite dry. 1 he outward wall is 
built of a giayifli ftone, each ftone from four to 
five feet long, and all laid endways. It is about 
eighteen feet high, and four or five thick, without 
parapet or rampe, nothing but a fingle ftrufturc 
of ftone, and is very properly called a wall : the 
other is more properly a lampart. The diftance 
between them is about twenty-five feet, the height 
of the rampart thirty. I'he rampe is equal in thick-, 
nefs at bottom with the height of the rampart, 
thirty feet, decreafing in thic! nefs like the profile 
in the margin. The terre plein of the parapet is 
about ten feet, and the parapet is, for the moft part, 
feven or eight feet high, covering the men entire- 
ly, with loop holes to fire through, t^ome bafti- 
ons have been conftrudted by us, as regular and 
good, as the ground would admit of, built on the 
foundations of the round towers They are moft- 
ly on the angles of the fquare, and on the Weft 
face, about the middle of the curtain called Dal- 
ton’s battery, even with the outward wall. The 
town IS very well fupplied from the river, by 
water courfes which d'red the water into large 
fquare ponds or tanks that have communication 
by aqueduds. 

, A MOST extraordinary rock ftands in the middle 
of the old.tovvn, and is about three bundled feet 
' C 3 high 
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high ; on il’.e top of it is a p.igoda, which was of 
{Ingnlar ufc to ns the wliole war ; its ht ight com- 
manding even as far as Tan'oie, which is forty 
miles, iicre was conhantly ilationcd a man with 
a telcfope, wito gave us by fignals and writing, 
an account of all the enemy’s mofons. The build- 
ings on this lock, and thofc which are cut out on 
the fides o; it aie very llrpnfing works, in a coun- 
ts y, where they have :o few tools to facilitate their 
labour. 

The foil on the Eafl; and Weft fides, for two 
miles round, and on the North fide, as far as the 
river is rich ani good, but does not run deep. Af- 
ter digging a foc'C or two you find it rot key, and 
to the South face, there is fo httk mnuld that it 
will not admit of cultivation ; but every other parr, 
in time of peace, produces rice in great plenty. 
The plain runs in length from eaft to weft about 
nineteen miles; from the boundaries of, the Tan- 
]ore king 'om, to the head of the ifland wefterly. 
its breadth is untqur.l, fiom feven to twelve miles. 
On the north it is bounded by the river Cauvery, 
and on the fouth by Tondeman’s woods. 

The different rocks, whofe fituation and dif- 
tance are defcribed on the map, afford very good 
polls for an ai my, either as advanced ones, or to 
cover a fiank. The plain, though feemingly level, 
is full of hollow ways, fuir.dent to conceal or co- 
ver t'oops; Oiid gives a pci Ton who is thoroughly 
acquainted with the ground, great advantages. 
Water is always to be had on the plain, by fink- 
ing wells, and in feme places it is collected in ba- 
fons, either foimed by nature or art. This ele- 
ment is fo great and ufeful a bleffing in this coun- 
try, that no pains are fpared in faving and keeping 
gll that falls,’ ttqtycver, the water on the plain 
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is very unwholefome, as ftandmg waters generally j 
are •, befides, it is fo impregnated with i'altpetre, 
%vich which the eatlh abounds, that in fome places 
it IS too b’% ckifh to be diank, and moft common- 
ly orcafions bilious dil'ordcis. 

The ifland of Seringam is formed about fix 
miles north weft of Tiichinopoly, by the nver 
Cauvtry, w'hich divides itfelf into two branches. 
That to the northward takes the name of the Cole- 
ioon,'^hat to the ibuthward preferves its old name 
the Cauveiy. Each of thefe avers, after a courfe 
of about ninety miles, empty themfelves into the 
fea. The Coleroon at Davecotah, the Cauvery near 
Tranquebar, at about twenty miles diftance from 
each other. 

This ifland, fifteen miles eaft of Tiichinopoly, 
is fo narrow, that both the rivers would rejoin in 
the lame channel, were they not prevented by a 
high bank, which keeps them afunder. This bank 
was made at a great expence, and is conftantly 
kept in repair by the kings of Tanjore. The ule 
of it is to diredl the courfe of the river Cauvery 
through that kingdom, by the means of water 
courfes and canals, which diftnbute ic into proper 
channels all over the country, and are the fource 
of riches and fertility. The river, by its natural 
courfe, waters the noith fide of the kingdom, and 
by a large channel which they have made neat the 
bank, tre Ibuthern fide receives allb a fufficienc 
quantity of tliat i.fc.ful element, vithout which, 
in this part of the woild, there can be no fertility. 

The bank is about feven feet wide at top ; it 
rifts from the foundation with a Hope on each fide. 
This bank is as ftrong as wood, ftone, earth, and 
ftra-w can make it, and fufficient to fupport, and 
C 4 con- 
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lytl. confine the currents on each fide Its height from 
the common level of the water, is near twenty feet, 
to which the river can never nfe; fo that theie is 
no danger of an inundation. It is about a mile in 
kngth; afterwards the land naturally widening, 
there need no more precautions to prevent the ri- 
vers from joining. A' number of people are con- 
ftantly employed, to fee that the water makes no 
encroachments, and if it does to apply a remedy 
immediately. The repairs each year arc paid by 
a general tax on the country, which amounts to 
about twenty thoufand pounds annually. The 
bank forms on the ifland, what I have called, the 
Pafs ; and by its pofition and fituation it will ap- 
pear how capable it is of defence, with a fmall num- 
ber of men, even againft an army. Above a mile 
diftantfrom it, to the eaft, was a foit called Koi- 
laddy, which being built for the prefervation of 
the bank, was deftroyed by the enemy, about the 
time we lafl: marched to Tanjore. The enemy had 
often threatened to cut the bank if the king would 
not comply with their meafures ; at laft they car- 
ried their threats into execution in the year 1754; 
but luckily at a feafon when it was lead: detrimen- 
tal, for in three months, with our affiftance, it was 
repaired. However, the damage in that little fpace 
of time, and the coft of repairing it, amounted to 
fifty thoufand pounds *, from whence may be feen 
how eafily the mafters of that bank may give law 
to the King of Tanjore; and how much it is his 
intereft to be a fiiend to the Nabob of Trichino- 
poly, to whom he is obliged to pay tribute for the 
bank, three lack of rupees yearly. In this ifland, 
facing '1 richinopoly, fland the famous Pagodas of 
Seiingarh ; fome others, but not fo remarkable, 
palled Jembikiihna, are at half a mile diftance to 
the eaft. feringam is little more than a mile dif- 
|ant from Trichinopoly. Th« Pagodas are fur- 

rounded 
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rounded by feven fquare walls of ftone; each wall 1751. 
has a gateway in the middle of each fide of the 
fquare, pointing to one of the four cardinal points. 

The gateways are oi namented m the manner of that 
country, with crouded emblematical figures of their 
div. nines. The principal gateway m the outward 
wall, which faces Trichinopoly, is a curious piece 
of architedlure, though yet unfinifhed. It is formed 
by pillars thirty-two feet high in the fhaft, with ca- 
pitals. Four of thefe pillars are of one ftone each, 
but the largeft flones are thofe which are laid acrols 
the top of the gateway ; they meafurc thirtf three 
feet long, and five and an half one way, and four 
feet ten inches the other. 1 he fpace between the 
outward and fecond walls meafures three hundred 
and ten feet, and fo proportionably between the reft. 

No Europeans are admitted into the laft fquare, it 
being the Saniftum Sanflorum, and few have gone 
farther than the third. 

Se RING AM was the poll occupied by the enemy 
all the war; once indeed they fuffered by taking 
ftielter there, but that was owing to our having the 
Marattas on. our fide, and a fuifEcient number of 
troops to cut off their communication, and for 
want of provifions, obliging them to furrender. 

We never fince had the fortune to be equal to them, 
much lefs fuperior, and by that means it has proved 
a fure refuge to them on many occafions, and we 
have never had it in our power to difpoflefs them, 
fince the Maifforeans took pofieffion, in confequence 
of their agreement with the Nabob. It is .an ex- 
cellent poft for an army that can keep their com- 
munication open. The ground ubout is fo full of 
difficulties, by hollow ways, and water courfes, 
that a befieging army muft run the hazard of lof- 
ing a great many men before they can carry their 
point. Jembikifhna has but a fingle enceinte of 
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wall, and nochi rg remarkable but its magnitude and 
vicinity to Senngam. 

Adjoining to Trichinopoly is the kingdom of 
Tanjore, bounded on the no>th by the Coleroon, 
on the eaft by the fea, on the Ibuth by two coun- 
tries which belong to two powerful Poligars, the 
one called Marravar, the other i ondeman, and on 
the well by Trichmopoly, The boundaries commence 
at fourteen miles diilance from the fort laft men- 
tioned. Near the mouth of the Coleroon, we have 
a fort lulled Da vecotah, which once belonged to the 
kingdom of Tanjore, but was taken by us while 
1 commanded in f,e year 1749. The poffeffion of 
this has enabled us to fupport tlie Nabob and king 
of Tanjore, who is well pleafed with its being m 
our hands, and has theretore granted it to the com- 
pany, with fome territory annexed. 1 he next fet- 
tlement on the coall:, given alfo by the king of 
Tanjore, belongs to the Danes, and is called Tran- 
quebar. Next to that, the I'rench have one called 
Carncal ; and to the fouthv/aid of it the Dutch 
have another, called Negapatam. Thirty miles 
from thence is a place called Adriapatam, which 
finifhes the territories of the king of Tanjore along 
the fea coail. 1 he diftance of the firft, Dave- 
cotab, fiom the lad: is about nmety miles, which is 
the broadeft pait of his kingdom. It decreafeth 
by degrees in breadth, and near Tiichinopoly is 
thirty, or at moft forty miles wide. Its length from 
the well to the fea is about an hundred miles. Tiie 
revenues of this fmall kingdom, well managed, 
may produce near a million yearly. The king was 
a friend to us and the Nabob the whole war ; that 
is, he found it his intereft to be fo, becaufe he 
knew well the French and Maiflbreans wanted 
ttothing left |hati his country, • and we found it 
much our intereft to keep him our friend FIis 
4 vounciy 
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country was the only communication we had left 1751, 
with the coaft ; for fince the Majftltfeans and Ma- 
rattas had joined the French, they were mafters on 
the north fide of the Coleroon. What confirmed 
him the more m our intereft, was the juft fear he 
had, that if the Mailibreans were once mafters of 
Tnchinopoly, they would willingly extend their 
dominions to the lea, and his kingdom was too ea- 
fy and beneficial a conqueft to remain long unat- 
tempted ; befides, he hated the French fince their 
fetting upChundaSaib, and laying liege to hiscapital. 

At Tnchinopoly we were in daily expedlation 
of the king of MailTore’s troops, who marched 
out of Seringapatam, the capital of the Maiffore 
kingdom, to a place called Carroor, about fifty 
miles from Trichinopoly. The King of MaifiTore, 
befides his own proper forces, had alfo engaged Mo- 
rarow and his Marattas to come to our affiftance. 
Twelve hundred of thefe joined us in November, 
and another party, as I have already .faid, were with 
captain Clive in the Arcot province. The Nabob’s 
brother and a party of Europeans marched to haft- 
en the jundion of the Maifibreaffis. Thus ended 
the year 1751. 

1752 - 

In January we were joined by another party of 
Marattas, and four thouland MaifiTore horfe, befides 
three thoufand irregular troops called Colleiies, who 
live on plunder, and are notorious thieves, parti- 
cularly for ftealing of horfes, in the pradice o£ 
which they are both daring and expert. They 
creep along the woods with a Ipear, eighteen or 
twenty feet long, trailing on the ground, which 
they manage on occafion with great dexterity. They 
are troublefome in the field by giving frequent 
alarms, and in their woody country it is dangerous 
to attack them. 


Ths 
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j-^2. The Maifibie geneial (commonly called the 
Dolaway) Nanderauze, had not yet joined us with 
the remainder of tne army. The enem^ had fent a 
party on his road, who took poft in a village, by 
which he was obliged to pafs. We fent another 
party to diHodge them, commanded by captain 
Cope. Our firll attack was unfuccefsful, partly 
owing to captain Cope being mortally wounded in 
the beginniiig of the engagement, and our having 
been mifinformed as to tne enemy’s ftrength and 
number However, the party being reinforced, we 
carried our point. Nanderauze and Morarow, with 
about two thoufand horfe, joined us the 26th of 
the month, and our party returned the 2?th with 
the left of the army. 

The King of Tanjore, after many felicitations, 
fent alfo his troops under the command of his ge- 
neral Monagee j and Tondeman came hkewife in to 
our affiiftance. 

In this fituation were affairs when I landed from 
England the 15th of March 5 captain Chve was 
then juft ready with a party w march to Tiichino- 
poly. On the 17th I joined him, and took the 
command. The party confifted of four hundred 
Europeans, and eleven hundred feapoys. 

The fituation of our affairs made it highly re- 
quifite to haften the march with all expedition ; fatal 
fpirit of divifion having unhappily ciept in amongft 
our officers, fo that many opportunities and ad- 
^’antages were loft, wh’ch gave. the country alliance 
but an indifferent opinion of our condud. 

On the 27th of the fame month, being anived 
within eighteen miles of Trichmopoly, I was met 
by the commanding officer of artillery, who brought 

me 
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me intelligence that the enemy had polled a ftrong 
party at Koiladdy, within cannon-fhot of the road 
1 was to pafs the next day. 

In order to join the army as loon as poflll- 
ble, I difpatched my guides to find out another 
road, judging it of confequence to avoid the 
enemy’s poft, efpecially as I had a very large quan- 
tity of ammunition and ftores, part of which I laid 
up in Tricatapolly, a fort belonging to the King 
of I anjore, that it might not retard my march the 
next day. 

By fome mifiake of my guide, we were led 
within reach of the very poft I wanted to avoid. 
To draw off the fire of their battery from my party, 
1 ordered fome guns from my rear divifion to an- 
fwer theirs, and leaving a guard to fupport them, 
the mam body were dircdled to move on flowly, in- 
clining to the left, which, with a fmall lofs, brought 
us out of reach of their guns ; upon which we 
halted till the party and guns came up. We then 
continued our march without interruption, and 
incamped that night within ten miles of Trichi- 
nopoiy. 

The next morning we were joined on our march 
by the troops, and about two hundred foldiers, 
commanded by the captains Clarke and Dalton, 
within four miles of Tnchinopoly. Captain De 
Gingins fent his adjutant to inform me, that the 
whole of the enemy was in motion towards me. 
Their right was at their incampment of Chuck- 
lepollam, a village on the banks of the river Cau- 
very, and facing the pafs : their left extended 
almoft to the French Rock, a ftrong poft in their 
pofleffion. Their cavalry was on the left of their 
infantry, extending all the way to Elmiferam, ano- 
ther 
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ther very ftrong poft on an inacceffible rock, on 
which they had mounted fome large cannon. As 
I had no intention to engage, till my entire junc- 
tion was made, and till I had lodged my florcs in 
the fort, 1 marched round Elmiicram, purpofing 
to come in by the Sugar-loaf Rock, t ur bag- 
gage on the left flank was fccured by the march of 
the army, which kept moving, ready to form, with 
their front to the enemy. 

The enemy advanced and began to cannonade. 
We immediately haked behind a large bank, which 
covered our party from their guns, but which was 
eafily got over, if they fhould advance and appear 
determined to attack. 

The artillery was polled on the top of the bank, 
which was high and commanded all round. Their 
cavalry came on near enough for grape- fhot to do 
execution. They flood for fome time, till Allum 
Caw'n, the olEter who commanded them, was 
killed, and above two hundred more ; on Vv?hich 
they retreated. The rell of the army chofe to fol- 
low their example j the Fiench bringing up their 
rear, moved back to their camp, and left us to fi- 
nilh our march to Trichinopoly. 

I WAITED the next day on the Nabob, the Maif- 
fbre general, and the reft of the alliance, in order to 
fettle the plan of operations for the enfumg cam- 
paign. The army conflfted of twelve hundred Eu- 
ropeans, and Topaffes in battalion feapoys in our 
pay two thoufand. The Nabob’s, Maiffore Marat- 
tas and Tanjore forces above fifteen hundred horfe. 
Their infantry of all forts ten thoufand. It was 
then agreed to attack, the enemy in their camp *, 
and, in cafe they chofe rather to retreat to the ifland 
' than -an engagement, ito take fuch meafures as 

en- 
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entirely to cutoff their communication with the 
country ; which we effefted foon after, and obliged 
them to furrender for want of proviilons. 

Ready and refolute as thefe country people ap- 
pear in council, they are ever dilatory, and flow in 
execution, fuperftitioufly tied down to fafts and 
feafis, lucky and unlucky days : nothing fpurs them 
on to ad, till thofe ridiculous cuftoms are complied 
with, which fldom happens before the opportunity 
is loft Thus three or lour days were thrown away 
in thefe trifling delays •, and the enemy apprifed of 
our defign, piudently, as we then thought, de- 
termined to letreat to the liland for their greater 
lecurity, burning and deftroying a large magazine 
of piovifions, intended for the fiege of Tnchino- 
poly. By this hidden and unexptded retreat, we 
had a more compleat vidory, which made fome 
amends for what I before was concerned at, the 
not hav ng it in my power to attack them as we 
propofcd. 

This letreat to the ifland was on the 3d of April. 

‘ The army under Mr. Law conftfted of fix hundred 
Europeans, Topafles, and Coffrees, eighteen bun- 
dled French fepoys, and about fifteen thoufand black 
cavalry and infantry ; Mr. Dupleix’s account fays 
twenty thou.'a.nd m all. 

We now endeavoured to cut off their fupplies, 
which they nnoftly received from the other fide of the 
Coleroon, their communication being open thut 
way quite to Pondicheny. Promifing myfelf great 
fuccefs from the adiviry and vigilance of captain 
Clive, I detached him w’ith four hundred of my 
beft Europeans, twelve hundred lepoys, and four 
thoufand horfs, to take poft on the other fide. He 

crofled 
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1752. crofled the two rivers, about feven miles below Se-* 
ringam, at a pafs near Dolaways Choultry, 

I ALSO fent captain Dalton to take the poft of 
Elmiferam where the enemy had cannon. The 
place furrendered alter a faint refiflance. Captairl 
Clive having acquainted me that be had taken poll 
at a village and a Pagoda, called Samiaveiam, 
about ten miles from Seringam, and on the high 
road to Arcot and Pondicherry, through which 
their convoys muft pals, I paid him a vilit the 8th 
of April, after Elmiferam was reduced, to concert 
■what further meafures were proper to be purfued. 
We agreed that he fhould make an attack upon 
Pitchunda, a place which they had fortified, fitu- 
ated on the bank of the Coleroon, oppofite to Se- 
ringam, and commanding the pafs of that river. 
But it was firft neceflary to ftorm Lalgoody, a mud 
fort, where the enemy had a large magazine of 
grain, and this captain Clive executed three days 
after, while the neceffary difpofitions were making 
for the fiege of Pitchunda. Having received in- 
telligence that a party of the enemy w'ere at Outa* 
toor, fifteen miles from Samiaveram, with a large 
convoy of ftores, captain Clive marched the 15th 
of April to intercept them, leaving only a fmall 
party to fecure his poft till his return. 1 be French 
being advifed of his march, thought fo good an 
opportunity of retaking a poft of that confequence 
ought not to be neglefted. They therefore formed 
a detachment from their army, who had orders 
to march after dark, that their attack might be 
made at day-light, on the party which were left m 
the Pagoda. 

On captain Clive’s arrival at Outatour, he found 
no enemy nor convoy, and fufpefling the report to 

have 
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have been a finefle of the enemy, in order to draw 1752. 
him from Samiaveram, he refolved, after refrelh- tXV'NJ 
ing his people, to return immediately to his former 
poft. He arrived near the Pagoda about eleven at 
night; his men, fatigued with fo long a march, 

•went to reft, and captain Clive retired to his pallan- 
keen. 

The French, ignorant of captain Clivers return, 
began their march in the night from their army, 
and arrived about four in the morning at Samia- 
veram, where they found every thing as quiet as 
they could wifh : their guides led them diredlly to 
the pagoda. On their approach, the 1 6th of April, 
the party left there in the morning challenged, and 
were anfwered Friends, by fome deferters from us. 

This contented our people, who imagining them 
fome of captain Clive’s returning party, were not 
convinced of their miftake till the fepoys began to 
fire. 

Captain Clive awaked, and alarmed at the fir- 
ing, ran immediately towards it, by which means 
he joined the French fepoys, who were pufliing in- 
to the pagoda, and imagining them bis own troops, 
who endeavoured to fereen themfelves fiom an at- 
tack, began to reprimand them in the country lan- 
guage, angrily demanding what they were fii ing at. 

The fepoys, in this confufion, paid little regard to 
him, till one of their officers fufpedting him to be 
an Englifliman, drew his fword, and cut at him, 
which he parried, by advancing forwards and re- 
ceiving the blow from him near the hilt ; another 
officer of our lepoys accidentally coming to his af- 
fiftance, cut the fellow down, and diftngaged cap- 
tain Clive, who by this time perceiving his miftake, 
and by great good fortune getting out of their 
D hands. 
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hinds, v/ent infcnrchof his detachment, which Iia 
An’.nd under arms but in the mean while his o\7n 
p.u'ty in the Pagoda wts didodged, and the French 
were in .pofliffioa of the poft. 

He therefore indanrly formed his detachment, 
and marched to the Pagoda, and finding t!;e ene- 
my in pofieffion, he immediately oidered the gate 
to be ilormed. The officer who attempted it was 
reccrccd by a platocn of the enemy, who killed 
him Oil the fpor, and many of his people. 

On this it v/as thought nrcefiary that our cannon 
iliould be fenc for, and a fummons was made to 
the French commanding officer, fignifying, that as 
it was impoffible to elcape, it was moft prudent 
for him to furrender. The French Officer bravely 
endeavouicd to difengage himfelf, by faliying out 
of the Pagoda ; but being killed in the attempt, 
with forne of his foremoft people, the reft furren- 
dcied at difcretion. Th^ French fepoys without 
the Pagoda feeing it lurrcnclered, endeavoured to 
flea! orf; but the day beginning to dav/n, they 
were peiceived and piufued by the Haratta cavalry, 
who riding in amongft them, ini.unianly cut them 
all to pieces. 


Mon/iGee with the Tanjore troeps undertook to 
retake Ko 1 add y. He fuccecd April aift, and the 
Nabob gave the King of Tanjore a grant of it, as 
li guarded the bank, which coave^’cd the river Cau- 
very into his country. 

As nothing now remained to obfirudt our de- 
figns on Pitchunda, I took pofi. on the ifiand to 
cover the cannon and ammunition neceffary for the 
attack of it. The gartifon confifted of feventy- 

3 two 



on the Coaft of COROMANDEL. 35 

two Europeans, forty-nine *Topafles, and fome 1752. 
fepoys ; and on the defences were mounted three 
pieces of cannon and two mortars. 

Receiving intelligence that the enemy had a 
party at Curatour, 1 fent captain Dalton with one 
hundre"! and fifty Europeans, four hundred fepoys^ 
and one thoufand horfe, to diflodge them ; he came 
up and had fome ikirmilhes with them, but expedl- 
ing to renew the fight the next day, the 2d of May, 
he found the place abandoned. 

Mows. D’auteuxl and his party marched oiF 
in the night, left the greateft part of their convoy 
of ftoies, with which captain Dalton returned to 
captain Clive, who by this time had laid fiege to 
Pitcbunda. I therefore ordeied him to continue 
with Mr Clive ; and a battery being opened on the 
8th, on the loth the garnfon furrendcred prifoners 
of war, and v^^ere fent to the Nabob at Trichino- 
poly. Thus their communication was entirely cut 
off from the other fide the Celeron, Monagee hav- 
ing taken Koiladdy. I detached our Coffrees -f 
with two guns, to fecure the pafs on the ifland, 
who threw up an intienchment, which might alone 
have defended them againft the whole body of the 
enemy’s army ; fo inacceffible is this pafs, any where 
but in front, and there it does not admit of more 
than two men a-breaft. I then encamped at Chuck- 
leypollam, facing the pafs of the Cauvery. 

* Topafies ate tlie defcendaiits of the Pormgneze who firll 
fettled in India, and marned with the natives. They differ veiy 
little an colour from the Indians themfelves. They have the 
name of Topailcs gwen them from rhcir wearing hats. 

f Coffrees (by the french called Cafes) as now become the 
general name for ail negroes who are brought to India from the 
Cape, the Coaft of Ginnea, or any othei pans of Ahica, and 
cliiefty fi om Mad agafcai. They aie brave and fteady in the 
held. 
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1752. The Maifforeans and Marattas on our right ex-’ 
tended to Warriore Pagodas, and fiom thence a 
chain of cavalry to the extremity of the ifland, to 
pi event any fupplies flipping through, Monagee 
and the Tanjore troops on our left, the main body 
at Dolaways Choultry, to defend that pafs between 
them and us, all Tondeman’s and the other Poly- 
gar’s Colleries. Such was our fituation. The ene- 
my who encamped till then on the ifland, ftruck 
their tents the iSth of May, and took flielter un- 
der cover of the walls of Seringam, giving out 
that they would receive us there. To diftrefs them 
the more, we palled the Cauvery to the ifland, and 
encamped on the eaft fide of Jembikilhna, where 
fome days after we threw up an entrenchment quite 
acrofs from river to tiver, intending to wait there 
till we could get up fome heavy cannon from Dave- 
cotah-, having but one eighteen and one twelve 
pounder, artillery not fufiicient to make a breach. 
Monagee took poflelEon of my poll: at Chuckley- 
pollam. We were in this fituation, when intelli- 
gence came that Mr. D’Auteuil, who was lately 
driven out of Outatour by captain Dalton, was then 
atVolconda, with a large quantity of ftores. Cap- 
tain Clive, on the nrlt notice, formed a party, and 
marched the 27th. He returned the 29th with Mr. 
D’Auteuil and his whole party prifoners. They 
confifted of three officers and fifty men, thiee hun- 
dred fepoys and as many horfe. 

At this time the enemy were fo reduced for want 
of provifions, that the Indian army, on pardon and 
proteflion promifed by the Nabob, came over to 
ns in great numbers ; one of their generals in par- 
ticular, named Coop Saib, joined us, with a thou- 
fand horfe, a large body of lepoys, and fourteen 
elephants. 


Cku-vda 



on the Coaft of COROMANDEL.' 37 

Chunda Sa IB difpirited and reduced to the 1752. 
greateft extremity, and without money to pay his 
troops, wiliing to try if he had a friend in Monagee 
the Tanjore general, demanded leave to pafs through 
his camp to Tanjore, which was very readily grant- 
ed ; and, as is too much the cuftom in like cafes, 
the moment he was in the power of his enemy he 
was made a prifoner. He might, no doubt, have 
efcaped to Pondicherry, but in thefe circumftances 
he dreaded Mr. Dupleix. 

Next day, June ift, the Nabob, the Maiflbre 
and Maratta generals, Monagee and mylelf, being 
aflembled, it was debated how to diipofe of him. 

I was filent on this occafion, and they were of dif- 
ferent opinions. The Nabob and Monagee judged 
it very dangerous to let out of their hands a man 
who had already given them fo much trouble. The 
Maiflbre general and Morarow were for having him 
in their pofleflion. Finding they could not agree, 

I propofed that we fhould have the care of him, 
and keep him confined in one of our own fettle- 
ments : this was by no means approved, and we 
parted without coming to any refolution *, but feme 
of Monagee’s people put an end to the difpute by 
cutting off his head, which was done the 3d of 
June ^ 

Thus did Chunda Saib pay the juft price of his 
his ambition and prefumption. In private life be 
is faid to have been a man of great benevolence, 
humanity, and generofity : with regard to his pub- 
lic character 5 in this country, ambirion being a 

• Mr. Dupleix, in his Memoire, falfely aflerts, that Co!. 
Laurence himfelf ordered the death of Chunda Saib, notwith- 
Sanding that calumny had been clearly refuted in the country. 

D 3 venial 
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venial fault, every man who fucceeds is a gteat 
man if he fails, he is only reckoned unfortunate. 

M. D’auteuil was brought prifoner to Trichi- 
nopoly, and on giving his pat ole not to ferve againft 
the Nabob, was releafed. The enemy became fo 
much ftraitened for want of provifions, that they 
could hold out no longer. Mr. Law therefore 
thought in earnefl of furiendering, and to that end 
defired our mediation with the Nabob. We met in 
confequence, and explained to ham the Nabob’s 
terms, which were in general 

That the Pagodas of Jembikilhna and Serin- 
gam fhould be delivered to the Nabob, with all the 
guns, {lores, and ammunition. That the Euro- 
peans, Topaiies, and Coffrees fhould be prifoners 
of war. That the officers fhould give their parole 
not to ferve againft Mahomed Alice Cawn and his 
allies, and the deferters be pardoned. 

These articles being figned by Mr. I.aw on the, 
3d of June, captain Dalton took poffelilon of Se- 
nngam, and the French marched out, being about 
fix hundred Europeans and three bundled fepoys. 
The reft of their allies accepting of tfie Nabob’s 
cowle or proredlion, feparated and difperfcd. In 
Seringam we found thirty p’eces of cannon, ten of 
^which were eighteen and twelve pounders, the reft 
field-pieces, two large mortars, a number of co- 
horns, and a great quantity of ammunition, and ail 
,kind of military {lores. 

Captain Campbell with a paity efcorted the 
prifoners to Fort St. David. The Pagodas being 
thus fecured, and every thing fo happily finilhed 
to the fouth ward, I imagined we had only to put 
;the Nabob in quiet po&ffion of his territories to 



39 


on the Coaft of C O R O M A N D E L. 

the northward, where many places remained 

with the French, but Gingee was the only fort of 

confequence which could gue us any trouble. 

On my reprefeniing t!ie ill conrequence of our 
delays, and preffing the I4a'''ob to match with his 
allies, and reduce the reft of the province, I per- 
ceived in him much unwil!ingnef% and unaccount- 
able backwardnefs ; but this myllery was at length 
explained. The Maiflbreans refufed to march till 
the .\abob had deliveied up Trichinopoly, which 
they demanded, as they faid, according to agi ce- 
ment ; , infilling, that as they had pei f Tined their 
part of the treaty, it was but juft the Nabob Ihould 
fulfil his alfo. 

The Nabob juftly ohjedled, that it was neither 
their agreement, nor reafonable, that the foitrtfs of 
Trichinopoly Ihoukl be the price of its relief, but 
that when the King of Maiffoie had fettled him in 
quiet pofleffion of all his other dominions, he Ihould 
then be ready and willing, according to his real in- 
tention and meaning, to give up that place. 

The Maiflbreans feeming fatisfied, promifed to 
march and remove this objcdlion. In confidence 
that they would follow, we marched with our Eu- 
ropeans to Outatour the i6th of June, but not 
finding our allies, or the Nabob follow us, we re- 
turned the i8th of June, heaiing that Morarow 
with his Marattas intended putting a flop to the 
Nabob’s march, 

I ENDEAVOURED to rcconcile the chiefs-, but I 
found Morarow wanted no lefs than Trichinopoly 
for himfelf ; an agreement therefore between the 
two contending parties never could procure it hum, 
gvherefore he Separately advifed both not to give 
D 4 up 
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him an opportunity to efFedt what he faw was not 
to be obtained by any othdr method. 

The Nabob, by giving up Trichinopoly and its 
dependencies, without being in poflelTion of the reft 
of the Arcot countries, quitted for ever that part 
which alone, of all his pretenfions he was adually 
in pofieflion of. The King of Mailfiire’s friend- 
Ihip and alliance was of great confequence, but it 
alfo might be purchafed too dear ; for however he 
might prcmife to afiift the Nabob in the recovery 
of his other countries, when he was once in poffef- 
fion of the place, if he Ihouid refufe to fulfil this 
part of the engagement, who could force him ? 
Other compenfations were propofed, and the Na- 
bob even ofered to give him a promife under his 
hand, to deliver Trichinopoly in two months, if 
he would but march with and affift him. 

Nanderauze promifed he would follow and 
join the Nabob with his troops, in order to march 
towards our fettlements. The Maiflbreans and 
Morarow remained encamped under the walls of 
Trichinopoly, feemingly friends, and every day 
talked of following the Nabob. Monagee with 
the King of Tanjore’s troops returned home, and 
Tondeman followed them. The Tanjoreans could 
never be brought to confent to the giving Trichino- 
poly to the Maifforeans. 

On the 28th we marched from Outatour through 
Volcondah and Verdachilum, and arrived before 
Trivedy on the 7th of July. The enemy had left 
there a fmall party, which, on the Nabob’s fum- 
mons, furrendered. There I left the army, under 
the commancj of captain De Gingins, being in fo 
fjad a ftate of health that I could pot keep the field, 
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It will not be improper to fliew what the French 1752. 
were doing at Pondicherry. To giire Dupleix his 
due, he was not eafily caft down ; his pride fup- 
ported him, and at the fame time his mind was 
full of refources ; the injuftice of his caufe never 
difturbed him; and, provided he could gain his 
ends,' the means never gave him any concern. His 
council was chiefly compoled of his own creatures, 
who never difputed what he propoled. He was 
married to a woman, endowed with as much fpirit, 
art and pride, as himfelf ; born in the country, 
miftrefs of all the low cunning peculiar to the 
tives, and well fkilled in their language. 

The furrender of Mr. Law happened at that fea- 
fon of the year, when the fhips arrived from Eu- 
rope, and brought a large reinforcement, to which 
Mr. Dupleix added all the failors from the compa- 
ny’s fhips, fending Lafcars on board to navigate 
them to China. Thus he colleded new troops; and 
not to want a pretender to the government of At- 
cot, on Chunda Saib’s death, he proclaimed R^a 
Saib his fon. Nabob of the province; but after- 
wards, that he might leem to have an unbounded 
right of appointing whom he pleafed, he gave out 
that the Mogul had fent him Saneds or commiffions, 
declaring him governor of all this part of the 
Carnatick, from the river Kriftnah to the fea. Thefe 
Saneds were proved to be a forgery, and the whole 
contrivance deteiSed in the moft public manlier, as 
will appear. 

The fuppofed mellenger from Delly was receiv- 
ed with all the honour and ceremony ufually paid 
to an ambalTador from the Mogul ; and that no- 
thing might be wanting to compleat the farce, Mr. 
Dupleix himfelf, in the country manner, with mu- 
fick and dancing giils before him, mounted on an 

elephant, 
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elephant, received with due reverence from the 
hands of the pretended ambaffador, his commiffion 
from the Mogul, and in confequence of his ap- 
pointment, gave out all orders from that time 
as fuch j he even kept his Durbar or court, fat on 
a fofa, and received prefents from his council as 
well as the natives, like a Prince of the country j 
and thus endeavoured to fupport the characler of 
Subah of the Deckan. 

Mr. Dupleix, to letiiin to my fubjed, find- 
ing that Chunda Saib’s fon would be of little ufe 
to him, by his intereft in the country, or his mo- 
ney, offered the Nabobfhip of Arcot to the go- 
vernor of Velloure, Mootis Allee Cawn, a man 
every way fit for his purpofe, and befides, very 
rich. Mootis Allee Cawn was to find money, and 
Dupleix Europeans. Under different pretences, 
and at different times, he got from him about three 
lack of roupees j but the titular Prince finding he 
was only amufed, demurred till Dupleix would 
give him better proofs of making good his pro- 
mifes. As there was no more money to be got, 
Dupleix had no further occafion for him, and left 
him where he found him, only fom.ething the 
poorer. 

As I have faid before, there was ftili a good deal 
of the Arcot province in the hands of the French,' 
and Chuhda baib’s friends, which we fhould have 
endeavoured to recover. Our forces were not very 
confiderable ; we had lofl a great many men ; there 
was a ftrong garrifon left in Trichinopoly, and we 
had but few recruits that year. The French had 
many more, befides preffing the feamen into their 
•fervkse. However, enough might have been fpared 
to go with the Nabob and gather his rents, and to 
^^eebver tfeo ^redteft part the country. Inftead 
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of beginning hj degrees, which at that time was all 1,752. 
our ftrength would admit of, the governor of Ma- 
drafs refolved to attack Gingee. 

G INGEE is fituated to the weft of Pondicherry. 

It is furrounded with mountains, and the roads, 
or more properly pafies, leading to it, begin be- 
tween thofe mountains, at about ten milts diilance. 

An army within thofe palTes may be eafiiy blocked 
up, unlels they can afford to fecure themfelves, and 
keep their communication open with the country. 

It conflfts of two towns, called the Great and little 
Gingee. The firft to the fouthward, the other to 
the northward. They are both furrounded by one 
wall, three miles in circumference, which inclofes 
the two towns, and five mountains of ragged rocks, 
on the fummits of which are built five ftrong forts. 

The two towns are divided from eafl to weft by a 
wall lined with cannon, which one of thofe five rocks 
defends as a citadel. The place is inacceflible, ex- 
cept from the eaft and fouth-eaft. Four roads 
lead to it, by the one our army marched, the other 
faces towards Arcot, the third to Wandewafh, and 
the fourth to Pondicherry. The place was well 
fupplied with all manner of ftores, and garrifoned 
by an hundred and fifty Europeans, and fepoys 
and black people in great numbers. Such was 
the ftate of Gingee when we refolved to befiege it. 

Ill as I was, at that time, with the fever, I fet out 
from Fort St. David for Madrafi, to fee the gover- 
nor, and try if I could diffuade him from the at- 
tempt. 

I REPR.EsaENTED the fituation and ftrength of 
the place, compared to the force we could fend, 
and even allowing that we could have marched 
our whole force, the number would not be fuffici- 
ent for the attack, and at the fame time to provide 
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for our fecurity, by keeping the pafles open, and 
proteding our convoys of provifions, which muft 
come from Fort St. David, as no fupply could be 
expeded from a country difaffeded by its neigh- 
bourhood to Pondicherry. Befides, we had alfo 
an enemy at our back, with a force fufficient, at 
leaft, to flop our convoys. I reprefented to him, 
that the Nabob’s affairs alfo required our fettling 
other places firft, whei e we were fure of fuccefs ; 
and we ought to confider what an imprefEon the 
lead check would make on the minds of thefe 
fiuduating, and yet unfettled people^ 

These, with feveral other reafons, determined 
me to di^ade the governor from the attempt ; but 
he declared to me, that he had ordered a party, 
and it muft go. 

Major Kinneer was fent with a detachment from 
the army at Trivedy, of two hundred Europeans ; 
the Nabob alfo fent his troops, about fix hundred 
horfe, and fifteen hundred fepoys. 

They marched the 23d of July, and arrived be- 
fore the place the ^2 6th. A fummons was fent, 
•which the French anfwered very civilly, by faying, 
they kept it for the King of France, and were re- 
folved to defend it. Spon after, intelligence was 
brought that a party marched from Pondicherry of 
two hundred Europeans, and fifteen hundred fe- 
poys. Two pieces of battering cannon, ammuni- 
tion, &c. were ordered out, under an efcort of 
an hundred and fifty Europeans. The French 
pofted themfelves on the road pur convoys were 
obliged to pafs, upon which Major Kinneer judged 
it better to leave Gingee, againft which he had 
po profpe^t of fuccefs, and meet the French 5 find- 
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!ng it of moft confequence to keep his communica 
tion open. 

The French had made choice of a good poft» 
with a river and the village of Vickarivandjr in 
their front, and feven pieces of cannon well dif- 
pofed. Our men attacked, but were very warmly 
received, and galled by a brilk fire from behind 
walls. A blundering commander of our artillery, 
(a Frenchman who had defected and was taken in- 
to our fervice) contrived to poll: our cannon fo, 
that they could not favour the attack ; which Ma- 
jor Kinneer endeavouring himfelf to redify, was 
wounded in the leg, and many of the men and 
officers killed ; which obliged him in the end to 
retreat, but in very good order. Thus ended the 
expedition again Gingee. Poor Major Kinneer was 
almofi recovered of his wound, but fretting at his 
difappointment, was feized with a fever and flux, 
which carried him off fome time after. 

The French, animated as ufual, upon the leaffc 
fuccefs, joined this party with all the force they 
could bring into the field. They marched clofe to 
the bounds of Fort St. David. I was Hill at Ma- 
drals, but having received an account of their mo- 
tion, orders were fent to our troops in St. David’s, 
to march out and encamp. Captain Schaub’s com- 
pany of Swifs was alfo fent by lea from Madrals. 
The party went in boats, though I defired they 
might be fent in a Ihip which was in the road, as 
well for the fafety and eafc of the troops, as a fe- 
. curity againfl: any attempts of Mr. Dupleix, who, 
I very well knew, was capable of doing any thing 
to anfwer his prefent purpofes. 

Mr. Dupeeix, on notice of the embarkation, 
fent a fiiip out of Pondicherry road, and took cap- 
tain 
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j-,2. Schaub and his whole company, and carried 
them into Pondicheny, and there detained them 
prifoners of war. An adion againft the law of 
nations, and an open violation of the peace then 
fnbfifling between us and the French ; facred here, 
as well as in Europe, though we were allies in 
different caufes. Immediately on news of this, ill 
as I ftili continued, I embarked with captain 
'Gaupp’s Swifs company, on board the Bombay 
Caftle, the flaip I had aflced for the other party. 

I ARRIVED at St. David’s the i6th of Auguft, 
and the 1 7th took the field with four hundred Eu- 
ropeans, ieventeen hundred fepoys, and four thou- 
fand of the Nabob’s tioops, and nine pieces of 
cannon. I found the enemy encamped within 
fight of us, and after reconnoitring their fituation, 
I refolved to attack them the next morning ; which 
they either got information of, or fufpeded, for 
they marched off that night to Bahoor. I followed 
them the next day, for they Bill retreated, till 
they came very near their own bounds, with the 
village of Viilanour in their front, three miles from 
Pondicherry. 

Mr. de Kerjean, a nephew of Mr. Dupleix, 
commanded this army. By his uncle’s order, he 
protefted in a long letter, againft our entering their 
bounds, forbidding us to follow the Prince of the 
country even in his own territories. The abfur- 
dity of thefe protefts, to which we had too long 
paid fome regard, was greatly increafed fince Mr. 
Dupleix had thrown off the mafi% by taking cap- 
tain Schaub and his party prifoners. 

I WAS encamped at a Pagoda called Trichanky, 
.from whence 1 had a view of their camp, confift- 
ing of four, haandred Europeans, fifteen hundred 
' . . fepoys, 
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fepoys, and five hundred cavalry. In hopes of 1752. 
bringing them to an engagement, I attacked their 
advanced poft at Villenour ; but as they would 
not fupport it, I could do no more than drive out 
that party, my orders not permitting me to follow 
them into their bounds. 

Finding it impoffible to bring on an engage- 
ment, I marched back and encamped at Bahoor, 
two rpules from Fort St. David, to fee if my re- 
treat would encourage De Keijean to follow us. As 
no people are naturally more elated with trifles, (I 
mean when they have not at their head a man of 
folidity, experience and judgment) I had hopes 
this fcheme might take. '1 he event more than an- 
fwered my expedlation. Mr. Dupleix ordered De 
Keijean to follow us, conjuring him to improve 
the minute, and make the proper ufe of our fears. 

De Kerjean fulpefting it might be otherwife, repre- 
fented his thoughts of our retreat, v/hich only pro- 
cured him a more peremptory order, to march after 
us immediately; for Mr. Dupleix told him, he 
was convinced we would not fight ; that he expedl- 
ed the * Prince every hour with Mr. De la Touche, 
who fhould inflantly fuperfede him. He was there- 
fore obliged to obey, and accordingly encamped 
next day, within two miles of us, and I made a 
difpofition for attacking him the morning after. 

On the 26th of Auguft, at tvyo in the morn- 
ing, our little army was under arms ; our fepoys in 
front in one line, our battalion formed a fecond, 
with the artillery divided on our flanks. A high 
bank on our left flank, extended to the French 
camp, and behind it were pofled the cavalry, with 

* ThePiincewas a very large Ficnch company’s fliip, v.iili 
feven handled men, and piefents from the freach fling (or 
the Mogul, Salabets'ng a’'d Chund i Sai'o: fee was Durnt m 
her paflage to India, and leasee a man faved. 


orders 
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1752. to march as we did j and if they faw the 

enemy in any confufion, on our attack, they were 
immediately to make the proper advantage of their 
diforder. The ground permitting us, we marched 
in that order, and came up in time to begin our 
attack, a little before dawn of day. Our fepoys 
were challenged by the enemies advanced poft, and 
not anfwering, received their fire and returned it, 
ftill mai-ching on. The Europeans followed in 
good order, and kept fhouldei ed while our fepoys 
were engaged with theirs. The day juft then be- 
ginning to break, we few the French battalion drawn 
out a little upon our left. On their right was the 
tank I mentioned before, and on their left a tank 
or pond of water, which obliged us to incline, to 
make our front equal to theirs. We then advan- 
ced, while they continued all the time a very brifk 
fire from their cannon. The fmall arms foon be- 
gan : our men advanced firing ; and the French 
flood their ground, till our bayonets met. The 
violence of the attack was made by our grenadiers 
and two platoons, who thi ew the enemy into dif- 
order, and foon after their whole line was broke. 
They then threw down their arms and ran for it. 
Every moment our cavalry was expecfted to charge ; 
but they, inftead of purfuing, employed themfelves 
in plundering the camp, which gave time to ma- 
ny of the French to retreat to Areacopong. The 
affion, however, ended greatly in our favour. 
Mr. Kerjean, fifteen officers, and an hundred pri- 
vate men were made prifoners, and many more 
were wounded, or fell in the engagement. I'heir 
artillery, confifting of eight pieces of cannon, with 
all their ammunition, tumbrils, and ftores, fell into 
our hands. We had one officer killed, three or 
four wounded, and fcventy-eight men killed and 
woundai. The Nabob, highly delighted at our 
fycc^fs, though difpleafed at the behaviour of his 
. 2 own 
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0 '' 7 n people, returned with me to Fort St. David, 1*^52. 
where we received accounts thattiuee thoufand 
rattas were on their march fiom Tnchinopcly to 
join the Nabob ; but we had reafon to furpeci: their 
intentions; they were to have joined th“ hicncli, if 
our fuccefs had not oreventeJ them. Nandcrause, 
the MailTore geneia;, Hill remameJ be.'oie Tiichi- 
nopoly, with fvloiaro'.v, oiitwardly our fnend, bur 
ready to feize the firft opportunity to get pofil fnen 
of the town ; they theiefore kept captain Daiton 
continually on the watch, the more fo as it was ne- 
ceffaiy to feem as it we did not fufpefl them, or 
knov/ any thing of then treating with the French. 

Mr. Dupleix did not lofe fo fair an opportunky of 
endeavouring to bring the MaiflToreans to his in- 
tereft. He therefoie piomifed Nandciaure nor on- 
ly Trichinopoly, bur gave him hopes that me king- 
dom of Tanjere might alio be added to ir. 

On the news of our victory, thice thoufand 
Marattas joined us, commanded by Innis Cawn, the 
next m rank to Morarow, who, according to cuf- 
ftom, fwore fidelity to the Nabob, ‘and we marched 
to Trivedy the 17th of September. 

To improve the remaining part of the feafon, the 
monfoon coming on, captain Clive w'as fent with 
a fmall detachment to take Covelong, a fort 16 
miles to the fouthward of Madrafs, and Chenga- 
laput, about foity. The lalt mentioned fortwaa ex- 
ceeding ftrong, being aim' ft encompafied by a mo- 
rafs, and furrounded wdth two wails, the ramparts 
of which are fixtecn feet thick, a wet ditch faced with 
ftone fixty feet wide, quite round the outward fort, 
and another half lound the inner Chengslaput ca- 
pitulated the ift of Cclcber. It flsouid be remai 
ed, that the officer who commanded v/rs then pii- 
foner on parole. 
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1752. Having performed this fervice, and the mon- 
— -V— -J foon now .ipnroach ng, I propofed returning to win- 
ter qiiarttis, at Fort St. Dav.d to give our men, 
who vtere furncenriy harrafied, the fmall rcfrefh- 
ment of two months reft, and good quarters, dur- 
ing t!ie rams, w’hith lall heavily in this country j 
but 1 had orders to canton the troops at Trivedy : 
the Nabob did the fame. 

Notwithstanding thefe feeming advantages to 
the northwaid, cur fituation in general was very 
difcou- aging. I'he Nabob’s money at this time 
began to fail, and Vvhat is a natuial confequence, 
his tioops left him Befides, they had never been 
ufcd to keep the field at this feafon of the year -, Mo- 
rarow, on a pretended difpuie with the Maifforeans 
for want of pay, marched off to Pondicheny, and 
declared for the French ; Innis Cawn decamped al- 
fo at the fame time. 

A LL th is was a feheme concerted by N anderauze, to 
fee if he cculd not gainl'iichinopoly. He would not 
break openly with the ISabob, for then all his hopes 
wete gone ; but if he could create us fuch a num- 
ber of enemies, he concluded neither the Nabob nor 
the Engliffi couid poffibly fupport the war. He 
thought therefore, in fuch diftrefs, he might make 
his own terms for the affiftance we fliould want, 
and which he alone could give us. This, in reali- 
ty, was the intention of his pretended quarrel with 
Morarow. 

The MailTorean, to fave appearances, and a<ft 
with fome fliow of juftice, faid he would return to 
his own country, if the Nabob would pay him his 
cxpenccs in ready money. The fum he afked was 
as impbflible for the Nabob to raife, as for us to 
advance,* which he very well knew. Countries 

3 were 
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were offered as fecuricies ; but nothing lefs than rea- j 752. 
dy money would fatisfy, or what he chofe rather, 
the being put in pofleffion of Tnchtnopoly, which 
he had attempted to fiirpnfe m the following man- 
ner. 

A Neapolitan named Clement Poverio, who 
had been a long time in India, and knew the coun- 
try language veiy well, had taken fervice with the 
Nabob, and commanded a company of Topafles. 

This man ferved as interpreter between captain Dal- 
ton and Nanderauze, who thinking it not difScuk 
to bribe fuch a perfon, offered him a confiderable 
film of money, if he would be inftrumental in lend- 
ing him afEftance to get pofleffion of the town. 

The man defired feme time to confider of it, and 
on his return honeftly difcovered the whole to cap- 
tain Dalton, who, after returning him thanks for 
his fidelity, and promifing a reward, ordered him 
to carry on the fcheme with Nanderauze, and on 
his next vifit to affine him he v/as ready to obey his 
orders. The fellow returned with his leflbn, and 
adled his part naturally, fo as to avoid the appear- 
ance of double dealing. The fcheme concerted be- 
tween Nanderauze and Morarow was, that Poverio 
with part of his Topafs company, fhould fecure a 
gate for the entrance of the troops. The French 
prifoners that we had taken at Samiaveram and Vol- 
conda, were to be armed, and fet at liberty, by the 
remainder of his company, who wete to attack the 
guard over them. Six refolute fellows undertook 
to difpatch captain Dalton on his firfl; appearance, 
after the alarm given. Every thing, in fhort was 
fettled, and the night appointed for the execution. 

Captain Dalton appnfed of this, to fereen Poverio 
from lufpicion, made the neceffary difpofition-s’for 
his delence, with the greateft fecrecy, till the even- 
ing came, on which the plot was to take place. He 
E 2 then 
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then informed the Nabob’s brother-in-law, the p-n. 
\'ernor of Trichinopoly, of their defigns, and the 
plan he had laid to defeat them. Terufied at the 
thoughts of an attempt, and confuldng nothing but 
his fears, to prevent all nfque, the governor fent a 
mefienger to Nanderauze, informing him of the dif- 
covery of the whole plot, and our having taken 
proper meafnres to pi event its execution •, adding 
to It all the circumfiances that Dalton had told him, 
that the Maiflbiean might not doubt m the ieaft, 
the truth of the difeovery. When he had done 
this, he acquainted captain Dalton with it, not a 
little pleafed with himfelf, and thinking he had afl;- 
ed vdth uncommon difcretion in the affair to pre- 
vent the Maifforean’s defigns by fuch a piudent 
fa‘p. Nanderauze wifely defifiedfiom the attempt, 
but offered large fums for Poverio, dead or alive. 
It was on the difeovery of till's, that I propofed 
Dalton fhould feize on the MailTorean and Moia- 
row, v/hich he might eafily have done, by a fur- 
prize, as he often had conleiences with them-, and 
I mull: own, I thought in juftice it would have been 
right to have done it : but the Prefidency were of 
another opinion. Before we clofe the year 1752, it 
will be neceffary to fay what was doing by Salabat- 
zing and Mr. de Buffy to the noithwaid. 

At the end of the year 1751, we left the French 
with the Viceroy of their own appointing, Salabat- 
zing marching to Auiengabad : they were foon af- 
ter diftiiibed by Balazeiow the chief of the Ma- 
rattas, who came down with a laige army againft 
them. 

The war continued till Odlober 1752, when 
Ga>)vzcdy Cawn, the elder brother of Salabatzing, 
whom the Mogul had appointed Prince of the Dec- 
kan, marched to take pofleffion of his govern- 
ment : 
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merit: but he died in fourteen days after his arrival 
at i^urengabad, poifoned by his owrn fifter. After 
his death, '■’•alabatzing concluded a treaty at Hydra- 
bad with Balazerovv j but the Mogul, on the death 
of Gawzed^ Cawn, appointed his fon Shaw Abad n 
Cawn to fiicceed. He accordingly informed the 
Nabob, Mr, Saunders, and Mr. Dupleis of the 
Mogul’s appointment, and raifed a large army to 
come and take poffeflaon : but he was foon obliged 
to drop that deflgn, the Mogul’s affairs requuing 
hiS prcfcnce With the army at Delly. Salabatzing 
now left at large, at the earneft folhcitation of Mr. 
Dupieix, gave all our fettlements to the noithward 
to the Fiench, who, however, for the prefcnt, did 
not attempt to take pofTeffion, except of Divi Ifland. 
Mr. de Buffy frequently quarreled with Salabatzing, 
and as often again afTifted him w'lthhis Euiopeans in 
colkdling his revenues ; by which condudlhe fome- 
times promoted the interefc of the company, always 
his own, and is thereby become one of the nchell 
fubjedls in Europe. 

Before the beginning of the new year the Maif- 
foreans had declared againfl; us, and being in pof- 
feffion of Seringam Pagodas, captain Dalton beat up 
their camp in the night, and killed fome people. 

Two days after this, the Maiflbreans recovering 
themfelves, attacked his advanced poll, on the other 
fide the Cauvery, within cannon -fhot of the fort It 
was defended by a redoubt, in which he had ported 
fixty Euiopeans, and fome fepoys. The enemy 
came on with extraordinary refolution, thiough the 
fire of our mufquetry to the very parapet A pa- 
nic feized our people, and inrtead of trufting to the 
redoubt, and waiiing for a reinforcement from the 
town, they abandoned the port, and attempted to 
Crofs the river. The cavalry feeing their confufion, 
E 3 , followed 
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followed them into the Cauver)\ and there cut everj* 
— man to pieces This obliged captain Dalton to keep 
within his garrifon, w'hich wai ftili very fulEcient; 
and as we apprehended no fcarcity of provifions, we 
were not concerned on his account, being determin- 
ed our efforts fliould Hill be exerted in this part of 
the province. 

In confequence of cur refolution, and hearing the 
French were marched with Morarow from Waldore, 
towards Trivedy; ve fet out fiom Fort St. David 
the 6th of January, with three hundred and fifty Eu- 
ropeans, feven hundred fepoys, andjoined the Nabob 
and our other foices atTnvedy. Our armyconfifted 
of about feven hundred Europeans, two thoufand fe- 
poys, one thoufand of the Nabob’s cavalry, and our 
own little troop of twenty. 1 he Nabob had neither 
money nor allies, except the King of Tanjore, who 
promifed very fairly, but never fent any affiftance. 
The French, confiding of five hundred Europeans, 
two thoufand iepoys, a troop of horfe commanded by 
Mr IVlaiffin, and lour thoniand Marattas, intrenched 
themfelves onthe banks of the river Paniai in fight 
of Trivedy. Morarow, with his Maratta horfe, ra- 
vaged and deftroyed the country, attacked our con- 
voys, and obliged us to march our whole force, to 
bring our provifions and floies fiom fort St. David. 

On the ninth of January, in the morning, the 
Marattas, who had a tiain of art.lleiy, and two 
companies of Topaffes, brought down three pieces 
of cannon, and begun to cannonade the village of 
Trivedy. I ordeied the grenadiers and fome fepoys 
to attack rheir bcltery, and followed wdrh our whole 
body to fupport them. The party pufhed on brifk- 
iy, and got poffcffjon of their artillery before they 
had time to fire a fecond round. As the cavalry ftill 
Itept their diftance but within cannot fliot, we fol- 
lowed them with fome field pieces about two miles. 
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and were preparing to return when they furrounded 17^3, 
and attacked us on every tide. Our cannon did — ^ 
great execution with grape -fliot, and our men kept 
their fire admirably well, finding they could not 
fucceed, they left us to purfue our march to camp, 
with the three pieces of cannon om gienadiers had 
taken in the morning. 

The King of Tanjore having promifed us a body 
of cavalry, I fent a party of infantry, with two 
pieces of cannon to favour their junflion. They 
came on fome part of the way, but thinking us in a 
bad condition, and fearing the Marattas, they amuf- 
ed us only with promifes, and obliged our party to 
return to the army without them. 

The enemy were fofupenor to us in cavaliy, that 
we were obliged often to march our whole body to 
efcort ftores and provifions fiom Foit St. David’s to 
our camp ; always harrafled more or lefs by the Ma- 
rattas. On the ift of April in particular, returning 
from St. David’s, they attacked us in fmall parties the 
whole day, till within three miles of Trivedy, and 
there a large body attacked our front with- great 
bnfknefs, but they were repulfed with the fame fpi- 
rit. We then perceived the whole body of the ene- 
my on the right of the road, within a mile of Tii- 
vedy. Our convoy very luckily marched on the left 
flank, near the bed of a very liver. The enemy 
advancing, we came prefen tly ncai enough foi can- 
non, and kept advancing, and firing, with a Teem- 
ing refolution on both fides to come to an adlion. 

They had a hollow way in their front, which they 
imagined we could not pafs ; but as foon as we came 
to a proper diftance to make a pufli, I oideied my 
fepoys and artillery to halt, and keep the cavalry 
clear of my convoy. 'I hen marching on brilkly with 
the main body of Europeans, v/e crofled the hollow 
E 4 way* 
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v/ay, fo ir/ach to the furprize cf the Frer.ch, that 
they gave us only one Brc, and ran away. We were 
too well fittishL’d w'ith our victory to purfue, as we 
had the convoy to take care of: cur men, btfides, 
were ahnoll erthaufted with fatigue, h.iving been un- 
der arms from 3 ('■•t’oek in the morning, and the 
day fa cXceSvcly hot, that foir.e of cur Auropcans 
dropt down dead on the march, with heat and want 
of water. The Marattas hovered about us till the 
clofe of cay. We killed a great may of them, and 
in uarticular Eiidgerow, Morarow’s brother. 

The fame day, on our m.irch, wewerejoined by 
captain Poiisr, and his company of 'Swifs. With this 
reinforcement I determined to try if it was poffible 
or warrantable to attack the enemy, who could not 
be brought out of their intrenchments to an engage- 
ment. In confequence of this refolution, I made a 
march nearer them. 

In the front of their camp was a village where lay 
an advanced party. Our grenadiers and one hundred 
of the battalion were ordered to attack it •, they fiic- 
ceeded, and drove the enemy out, who returned- 
to their main body. A little beyond this village, 
within feven hundred yards of their camp, was a 
convenient and fafe poll to make a battery. We 
had brought with us two twenty-four pounders, 
which we n^ounted, and began to cannonade their 
camp, which -was furrounded with a parapet can- 
non proof, and with redoubts at proper cliftan- 
ces, mounted wdth thirty pieces of cannon, and a 
very broad, and deep ditch, with a good glacis. We 
continued cannonading for fome rime ; but to fo 
little purpofe, that we thought proper to dehfl; 
be{id^;.««r rnarch from Trivedy increafed our dif- 
ficultkS''#^,ti;g%r4 to provifions. I'he Marattas 
were ind^al^^i|sAo,‘beiugjoined by a fmall party 
PQadichl^f^^^rijr^.a'fort called Bonnagery, 

-from 
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fi om whence we drew our lljpp'ies of grain. Finding 1 753. 

1 could not bring them to an engagement, and that ^ 
an affauk was impraflicable, fiom their number?, 
which in Europeans were almofi: equal to oui little 
army; we returned to Trivedy, and captain Kil- 
patnek marched with a detachment to take Bonna- 
gery, which the enemy abandoned in the night. 

Captain Dalton, ever fince thelofs of his party, 
had been fhut up in the fort. The mam body of 
the enemy was at Senngam, and their cavalry con- 
tinually fconnng the plain, prevented any proviOons 
from coming m. The inhabitants and gaiiifon were 
fupplied from the magazines v/hich were under the 
care of the Nabob’s brother, who had always de- 
clared there was fufficient for a long time. 1 hough 
there was no appearance of fcaicity, captain Dalton 
thought It neceflary to know the real quantity m 
ftorc, and making an examination, to his great fur- 
pi ize, It appeared there was only fufficient for three 
weeks, and no hope of a fupply from the country, 
a party lately fent into Tondeman’s ditiriiks not be- 
ing able to get any, or even to return. He imme- 
diately difpatched a meffenger with an account of his 
fituation, who reached me late at night, the 20th of 
April, at Trivedy. Aflomflied at this intelk ger.ee, 
we fawthe neceffity of an immediate march toTrichi- 
nopoly, which we begun the zzd inftantin the morn- 
ing, leaving captain Chafe with one hundred and fifty 
Euiopeans and five hundred fepoys for the defence of 
I'rivedy ; and as I intended paiTing thro’ the Tanjore 
country, letters were difpatched by the Nabob and me 
to the King, acquainting him with our maich, and 
inviting him to join us on our approach, to his ca- 
pital. Though we proceeded as expeditiouOy as pof- 
fible, we were obliged to halt every thud or fouirh 
day, on account of the hot winds, which were fo 
powerful at this feafon, that notwithfcanding all our 

care. 
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ca:e, our Htdc army was greatly diminifhed. We 
marched by Cbiliambrum, a ftiong PagoUa. in which 
we had a icrjeant, and a few gunners. A place of 
fo much confequence for preferving' our communi- 
cation by land between St David’s and the Tanjoie 
country, fliould have been reinforced; inflead of 
that, our men were withdrawn, and it fell into the 
enemy’s hands foon after our departure. On our 
entering the Tanjore country, the King lent his 
piime minifter Succogee, to compliment the Nabob 
and Ins allies. He leceived our force, and promifed 
very faiily on the part of his matter, to whom he 
foon returned. We purfued our inarch to Condore 
the 3d of May. On our arrival, the King defired 
to meet the Nabob and me half-way. I fet out the 
4th, in company with the Nabob and Mr. Palk, 
who had been with me from my leaving Madrafs. 
The King met us at the place appointed, attended by 
his whole court, who on the occafion made a very 
magnificent fplendid appearance. He was efcorted 
by three thoufand horfe, well mounted, and a great 
many elephants in filver trappings. After ceremoni- 
oufiy paffing each other in our . alankeens, we were 
conducted to a pleafant garden, and there received by 
the King, under a pavilion, fupported by pillars of 
filver, elegantly covered, and furnittied. There we 
renewed our afiuranccs of fnencKhip and protedtion, 
and all our former engagements ; and it was deter- 
mined that the King fhould fupport the Nabob, and 
join him the next day with three thoufand horfe, and 
a like number of fepoys. After a refrclhment of fruits, 
a fliower of rofe-water, and being anointed with otter 
of lofes, we weie dilmitted with prefents of elephants, 
horfes and firpahs, and efcorted to our camp by a 
brilliant party of the Raja’s cavalry. 

On the 5th, the horfe and fepoys joined us, ac- 
cording tot agtf^roentj but, as we foon after expe- 
rienced, 
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ricnced, only to make a parade, for they left ns the 175 
fame day. We remonftrated, and very warmly prcf- 
fed their jundion, but they excufed themfeives wstli 
promifes of returning. Unwilling there! ore to lofe 
time, and fufpeding that they wanted only to amufe 
the Nabob and us, we marched, and ainvedthebth 
of May at Tnchinopoly, much decreafed m num- 
bers through fatigue; and notwithftanding we fre- 
quently fent the fick back to our fettle ments, the 
hofpitals were filled at our arrival. We had even left 
our tents behind, and took only with us what bag- 
gage was abfolutely neceflary, that nothing might re- 
tard our relieving Tnchinopoly, which indeed was 
of fo great confequence, that every thing was to be 
rifqued for it. The enemy made a flrow of oppofi- 
tion when we approached the fort. The w'hole plain 
was covered with their cavalry and lepoys, but a few 
fhot from oui field-pieces fonn detei mined them to 
retreat to Seringam. As we fent one hundred 
men to the hofpital upon our arrival at Tiichi- 
nopoiy, the remainder of my force, with what the 
garnlbn could fpare, when muflered, amounted 
to no more than five hundred men in battalion, and 
two thoufand fepoys. Nanderauze was on the ifland, 
and had with him ten thoufand cavalry, fix thou- 
fand Black infantry, and about one hundred Eu- 
ropeans, with a good train of artillery. After giv- 
ing the men two days refrefhment, I trolled the Cau- 
very to the ifland together with the Nabob, intend- 
ing to attack the enemy if we found a favomable op- 
portunity ; but their fuperiority, and the advantage 
of their fituation, made it impradicable. It tvas as 
much as we could do, by a very brilk fire of our ar- 
tillery, to keep our flanks clear from the cavalry that 
furrounded us, and at every motion we made we 
wpre ready to charge. Nor were the enemy’s can- 
non filent; fo that after a very fatiguing day, I 
was obliged at night to retreat, and repafs the river. 

In this attempt we had two officers killed, and three 

wounded, 





6o 


NARRATIVE of the \V A R 

wounucd, and but vtiy few men in pioportlon ; the 
enemy’s cavalry fuSered greatly. 

\Ve then ercampcd on the plain, about four miles 
fouth-weil of the torn at a place called the Fakeers’s 
Tope, to keep our communivation open wichTon- 
deman’s country 'i his Polygar 11 ill lemamed a 
friend to the Nabob Ke fcmctimes Lnt his troops, 
and all can piovifions came from h.s countiy. Be- 
fiaes 1 hat \.as n^-CciTaiy for cur daily confumption, 
our defign was if poflible, to Vaj up a year’s Hock 
oi giMin m 1 nch:riG::oly ■, as without this fupply our 
m.litary opciations niiil cutnely be confined to tins 
f['ol , but all our end'avours to this puipofe were in- 
efil'cturJ, The king of Tajjore, or 1 ondeman, could 
eafil) iuive fup^ hed us with me quantity wanted, if 
they had been willing; but thc^ were apprehenfive, 
that if once Tnchmopoly was well fupplicd, we 
might think an army needlefs there, and march to- 
wards tl'.e coalir, and by that mea’is leave their coun- 
try expoied to the infults of the enemy In vam 
wcieaii ou' pion.ifec, that the fafety of their coun- 
tucs Ihould be our firil care: In vain did the Na- 
bob and 1 lepicfcnt to them uie advantage it would 
be for the common caufe to have an army at liberty 
to move where we pEafed, which was not poffible, 
while the magazines remained tinfurniflied with grain. 
All thefe reafons were to very little purpofe ; they 
judged of the tnglifh by themfelvcs, apprehending 
that if once we could carry a point, promifes made 
to g^in It would be no longer in force. By thefe 
means we were kept in liichinopoiy above a year, 
nevei able to get three months provificns into the 
fort ; I mean tor the garnfon only without confider- 
ing the inhabitants, who were now obliged to leave 
their dwellings and fettle in Tanjore, and other 
places : by this means the town, lately fo populous, 
became almoft uninhabited. About this time I was 
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commifTioned with Mr. Palk to neat with the King 
of Ma-fibre. We accordingly wiote to him, and de- 
fired an interview, which his French all ... would not 
permit him to give us. He only recrp; alated in a 
letter, fix feet long, the agreement between the Na- 
bob and him, the many injui ies he had received from 
us by being kept out ol the foit, and infilled on 
Tnchinopoly or his expenccs. 

The day we left Trivedy the enemy came out of 
their entrenchments, and encamped near the fort. A 
party of the tr.i'Tifon made a faliy, and, flushed with 
their firfl fuccefs, they imprudently purfued too far: 
the enemy getting between them and the town, cut 
off their ictreat; and after fome refiftance, the whole 
party, which conflfted of two officers, fixty Euro- 
peans, and two companies of fepoys, was either put 
to the fword, or made pnfoners of war. 

The French now eiecled a battery, and began to 
cannonade the place. 1 he garrifon was fufficient to 
make a good defence, had not a mutiny arofe, in 
which the men got poffeffion of the Arrack in the 
garrifon, and, mad with liquor, obliged the com- 
manding officer to capitulate, by which means he 
and all the reft of the garrifon were made pnfoners 
of war. This gallant young man, whofe lenity, in 
not putting a flop to the fiift appearance of the mu- 
tiny, had been attended with fuch bad confequences, 
was fo fenfibly affedled with his> misfortune, that it 
threw him into a fever, of which he died foon after 
at Pondicheriy. 

Chiclambrum and Trivedy being reduced, the 
Marattas, French, and Maiilbreans ail joined at Se- 
ringam, and being alfo reinrorced from other parts, 
their battalion outnumbered ours. With this fupeii- 

or.ty 
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o! ity they crofled the Cauvery, and encamped to the 
we'iiward of us, on the plain. 

I WAS obliged, a little before that, to go into the 
fort on account of my health ; and by a miftake of the 
gentleman who commanded, and to whom I had gi- 
ven diiedlions for fecuring a poll in his front at the 
Five Rocks, which he neglcded, the enemy pofted 
themfelves between us and Tondeman’s country. 
That our communication might not be quire cut off, 
I fent orders to fecure the Golden Rock, which was 
accordingly done by two companies of fepoys. The 
enemy relblving to gain that poll alfo, fent a party 
early in the morning, June adth, to attack it; and 
had almofl begun their attack before we perceived 
their motion, it being fcarce day-light. As foon as 
ever we difeovered the fire, I came out of the town, 
having difpatched a meflenger firft with orders to the 
commanding officer to detach the picquet, and en- 
deavour to fappoit the fepoys. The enemy moved 
at the fame time, but before either had got half- 
way, the party which attacked our fepoys in the 
morning had earned their point, and drove them 
from their poft. It was expedient immediately to 
attempt regaining it ; we therefore moved our whole 
body : the enemy did the fame. Being come near 
enough, as I imagined, to make my pufli, I or- 
deicd the firl’c divifion of the grenadiers, and the 
picquet fent in the morning, (who had halted for my 
coming up) to maich on brifldy, and attack the 
party on the Rock, while I followed flowly with the 
remainder to fupport them. The enemy had fent a 
reinforcement to thofe on the Rock, and with their 
remainder were drawn up on the right of it. As 
foon as our firft divifion was engaged, I advanced, 
and attacked their battalion ; the firft divifion had 
gained their point almoft inftantly, fo that the ene- 
my 
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tny found themfelves between two fires •, in which 
fituation they did not long remain, but retreated, or 
rather ran away as faft as they could, leaving us maf- 
ters of the poll:, and three pieces of cannon. 

While we were purfuing our fuccefs, the whole 
body of Marattas and Maifforeans rode in between 
us and them, fo that our attention was afterwards 
fuificiently taken up in fecuring our return to camp, 
which we effedled without difficulty, though they 
made two or three briik attacks ; but our men had 
been long accufbomed to preferve their fire : and as 
our cannon were well ferved, the cavalry thought 
proper to retire. Their lofs on this occafion was 
not inconfiderable ; amongft the reft a nephew of 
Morarow, called Balapa, was killed. He com- 
manded the Marattas, as their chief was yet in the 
in the Arcot province. I had known this young 
man when he was on our fide ; a youth of great 
fpirit and courage, and an excellent horfeman. His 
body being found in the field, was fent back in my 
pallankeen to his friends : a refpedl I thought juftly 
due to fo gallant an officer and they were very 
thankful for the favour. He was ftiot by one of 
our grenadieis, being advanced fo near us that he 
cut one of our men in the ranks, though accompa- 
nied by only four horfemen. Had all the reft lie- 
haved with the like refolution, we fhould have found 
much more difficulty in our return to camp. Thus 
was this great objedl of the war again faved by our 
fuccefs, but the numbers of the enemy were fo great, 
that a vidlory or two more would have left ail my 
men on the plains of Trichinopoly. I therefore 
thought in earneft of a reinforcement, efpecially as 
the. neighbourhood of the enemy, with their large 
body of cavalry, began to make my ftay on the 
plain very inconvenient, without horfe to oppofe 
them. The Nabob and 1 determined to move to- 
wards 
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wards I'anjore, to try what our prefcri' e would do 
with t''.e King, and if pofliblc, perfuade him to 
fend the troops he lb often promifed, to our afffl.- 
ance. We marched the 2d of July, and encamped 
lit a place called Conandeicoile, half-way between 
Tiichmopoly and Tanjore. I chofe this roac rather 
for fecumy, than fliortncfs ; it being moil of the 
way through thick woods, and fafe from the caval- 
ry. 1 heie we halted till we received intelligence of 
from ?vlr. Falk, that he had prevailed on the King 
to fend out Monagee his general, at the iiead of three 
thoufand horfe, and ttvo thoufand fepoys, to join us, 
■which was complcatcd in ten days. 

Some of our flips at this time being arrived on 
the coaft from Fingland with lecruits, a detachment 
of one hundred and feventy men, and fome fe- 
poys ■were ordered to march, and reinforce us, 
under the command of lieutenant Repington, who 
joined us on the 3d of Auguft, and on the 5th 
we fet out for Tnchi nopoly in company with the 
King's horfe, commanded by Monagee. The 
enemy at this time alfo received a reinforcement, 
and weie in battalion fuperior; however, as Tri- 
chinopoly -was ill fupplied and diftreffed, we were 
obliged to march. On the 7th we arrived at Dola- 
v/ays Choultry, about ten miles eaft of the town. 
A heavy rain falling kept us there the next day but 
the ninth, in the morning, we began our maich, 
with a convoy of fome thoufands of bullocks, laden 
with provifions. By the fignals made from the Ob- 
fervatory, on the top of the rock of Trichinopoly. 
wc were given to underftand that the enemy feemed 
determined to oppofe us and by the lame fignals we 
were enabled to judge of their difpofition, which we 
foon difcovered more plainly as we advanced. They 
had extended themfelves from the Fiench Rock to 
the Golden Rock ; at each of which fome of their 
infantry was pofted. At the Sugar Loaf, as be- 
6 tween 
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tween both, and readieft to oppoie us, if we at- ^*’5..^ 
tempted to pafs, was their battalion, with the artil- 
lery planted to advantage. All the cavalry was be- 
tween thefe rocks, and in different parties, forming 
a chain, and waiting our motions. In confequence 
of this difpofition of the enemy, I ordered our inaich. 

Our provifions and baggage on the lelt flank with 
the Nabob, Monagee, and the Tanjore troops Half 
our fepoys in front, and after them, a party of Eu- 
ropeans, and an advanced guard to the firft divifion 
of artillery. After them followed the battalion, and 
in their rear my fecond diviflon of guns, fupported 
by a picquet ; the other haff of oui fepoys brought 
up the rear of the whole. 

As my intention was to avoid an engagement, if 
pofllble, having fo large a convoy under my care, 

1 direded the march fo as to be out of the reach of 
their guns, intending to go round by the Golden 
Rock. This put their whole body in motion ; they 
detached a party of their battalion to reinforce that 
poft, where they had a great many fepoys, tlieir main 
body alfo made a motion to flipport them, and 
attack us as we came round. Finding it impoffible 
to avoid an adion, I refolved to prevent that pat ty’s 
reinforcing the other on the rock ; and fince we were 
obliged to engage, I refolved to dilpoflefs the ene- 
my, as the gaining of that poft would give me an 
advantage. I therefore ordered the gsenadieis, the 
picquet, and our advanced fepoys to pufn for it ; 
their party did the fame to fnppo. t it, but not with 
the fame vigour of fpint, for we out-marched them, 
and drove off the party which were in poficflion. 

On this, their advanced party halted, and prefently 
after the whole body, which had moved but a little 
way from the Sugar Loat Rock to fupport them. 

When our whole force hid reached the Colden 

F Rock, 
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1753. Rock, I ordered our baggage in the rear of it, un- 

— willing to expofe them to the cannonade, and our 
cavalry to flay by, and fecure it being determined 
to attack the enemy, and it poffible, to drive them 
out of the field, for without it we could not finifli 
our ‘march. As I have faid before, the firft party 
of the enemy had halted between* the two locks, but 
imprudently, nearer to us a good deal than to their 
own body. So favourable an opportunity was not 
to be loft. The picquet, grenajiers, and four pla- 
toons were immediately order to attack them, and 
according to their fuccefs, I was ready to move with 
the remainder, either to fupport, if repulfed, or to 
join, and pufh the advantage to their main body, by 
driving on them their beaten party. Our artillery 
was pofled clear of the flanks of the party, as they 
marched, to keep the cavalry at a diftance. The 
officer who was ordered for the attack, inftead of 
following my orders, fent me word, he could not 
' execute them without cannon, and that he was halt- 
ed, waiting for it. The leaft delay was fufficient 
for the enemy to fee their blunder, and in confe- 
quence to repair it, by moving up to their party, 
which w'ould oblige me to do the fame ■, and by this 
means, the affair might become more equal, and in- 
deed with more advantage on their fide, as they 
were fuperior. On this meffage I left the main bo- 
dy, and galloped to the head of the party, and there 
ordered him back to the poll: I had left, defiring him 
to leave this with me. Captain Kirk, at the head 
of the . grenadiers, captain Kilpatrick with the pic- 
quet, and myfelf at the head of four platoons, 
marched on, the line keeping in admirable order, in 
fpite of a very fmart fire from the enemy’s artillery, 
which coft us fome men, and in particular captain 
Kirk, who was killed at the head of his favourite 
grenadiers. The brave fellows, by whom he was 

much 
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touch beloved, could not fee his death without fome 1753. 
emotion. Captain Kilpatrick, who faw him fall, 
and his men at a ftand, immediately put himfelf at 
their head, and defired them, if they loved their 
captain, to follow him, and revenge his death. Thefe 
things on the fpot have generally a very great ef- 
fedl, when delivered from a perfon, whofe fpirit and 
courage is known : the fellows, roufed^ in an inftant, 
fwore after their manner, they would follow him to 
■ ; and in that difpofition attacked the ene- 

my, who were unable to ftand the fhock. The 
main body feeing our fuccefs, (according to the di- 
redlions I had left} marched to fupportus, and pur- 
fued the blow. The enemy at laft moved to the af- 
fiftance of their paity ; but too late. The brlfknels 
of the attack gave no time for rallying, but on the 
contrary, the pannick fpreading through the whole, 
the battalion did not even ftay to give 01 receive a 
fire, but ran off in great confufion, round the Gol- 
den Rock, and away to the Five Rocks. To in- 
creafe their diftrefs, our rear divifion of guns which 
we had left at that poft, with moft of our iepoys, and 
cavalry, to fecUre our baggage and provifions, can- 
nonaded them feverely in their retreat ; and had the 
Tanjore horfe done their duty, few could have 
efcaped. The Tanjore chief alledged that he' was 
afraid to leave the convoy, expofed to their large bo- 
dy of cavalry, which remained in good order; and 
conftantly near us ; but this was but a bad excufe, 
for orders had been fent him, on the enemy’s retreat 
to purfue, and we were marching back to iecure the 
convoy. The enemy, who were encamped almoft 
in the order in which they drew up to oppofe my 
march, ftruck their tents at the beginning of the 
attack, and left us little elfe on the field of batde 
befides their killed and wounded, with three pieces 
of cannon. We had not more than forty men killed 
and wounded; the enemy above an hundred. 

Fa I CANNOT 
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I CANNOT help mentioning one particular circuin- 

(lance m this affair, to (hew the extraordinary beha- 
viour of the French •, the boys with my palankeen 
had ftraggled a little out of the line of march, and 
w'ere picked up by the Marattas. It was the fame 
in which I had fent back the body of Morarow’s ne- 
phew: I therefore defined the Maracta chief to return 
it, and 1 would pay the price to the horlerTj.en who 
had taken it but the French had got it out of their 
hands, and would not fuffer them to fend it back, 
but carried it to Pondicherry, v/here, by Mr. Du- 
pleix’s order, it was carried about the town m 
triumph. At the fame time it was reported that I 
was killed, and that we had loft the vidory, of 
which the palankeen was a trophy. 

The enemy retreated to Alietore, very near the 
head of the illand. The two next days were em- 
ployed in putting provifions into the fort ; when that 
was done, we marched and encamped at the’ Five 
Rocks, which was in their rear upon which they 
retreated to Montehillenour, and in fo great a hur- 
ry, that they left behind them a nme pounder, and 
fome ammunition. Elmil’eram fui rendered the nth 
to Monagee. The ftrength of the ground they oc- 
cupied, made it impofTiblc for us to attack them;- 
befides, they received in the mean time a reinforce- 
ment of Europeans from Fond'cherry ; and Mora- 
row returned to them with all the reft of his cavalry. 
We then marched to cover our convoys from Tan- 
ji re, which their fuperibr numbers of cavalry made 
it difficult to bring in. Several of our parties were 
attacked; in particular one on the 28th, by a 
large body of Marattas, and Maiflbre horfe. 
They came fo near the picquet, which was lent to 
the fupport of the convoy, that the foldiers in the 
front rank wounded fomc of the horfe with their 

bayonets, 
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bayonets, and yef, by not paiting with their fire, 1753. 
brought in the convoy fafe. 

A NUMBER of our men falling fick, by the bad- 
nefs of the wacei, we moved our camp to the 
French Rock the ift of September. The enemy 
made a motion alfo upon this, and encamped with 
the Sugar Loaf on their right, and the Golden Rock 
on their left. We were joined in this camp by ano- 
ther reinforcement from Fort St. George, command- 
ed by captain Ridge, with fome men and officers from 
Europe, about one hundred and fifty Europeans, and 
three hundred fepoys. This gave us great fpirits, and 
determined us to attack the enemy. Our neceffities in- 
deed obliged us to it. We had a fcarcity of every thing 
in camp, not above three days piovifions, and no con- 
voys could come Without the nfqtie of an engagement. 

J thought it more advifeable, therefore, by attacking 
them, to engage while 1 could be matter of my own 
difpofition. Having refieflied the troops with two 
or three days reft, we moved nearer the enemy; and 
in order that they might imagine the motion was 
made only to try if they would decamp on my ap- 
proach, I fent to Tnchinopoly for an 18 pounder, 
and with it cannonaded their camp, as if we meant no 
more than to make them uneafy. 

The following was the enemy’s difpofition, and 
my order of attack for the next morning. As I 
have faid before, they were encamped with the Sugar 
1-oai Rock on thch right, having thrown up in- 
trenchments in their front and rear, but none on the 
left, where were potted the Malfibreans and Marattas, 
extending aimoft to the Golden Rock, on which they 
had a pai ty of one thoufand five hundred fepoys, one 
hundred Europeans, and tw oguns Our battalion of 
fix hundred rank and file was ordered into three divi - 
Cons ; to march in the rear of each other, juft at a 
F 3 proper 
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proper diftance to form the line when neccflary. 
Our fepoys followed in the rear, to the right and left 
of the divifions, and the Nabob and Monagee with 
the cavalry brought up the whole, our cannon being 
divided on our flanks. 

September 21ft, at four in the morning, we 
marched diredlly forward to the Golden Kock. Our 
front divifion,\vhich was, according to cuftom, com- 
pofed of the grenadiers, picquet, and two platoons, 
were ordered to attack it bnfkly. The enemy were 
fo much furprized, that they even forgot to fire their 
two pieces of cannon, which were loaded with 
grape ; and their infantry, fo great was their pan- 
nick, fired without any order, little to our pieju- 
dice. We got poflefflon of the lock in an inftant. 
No time was loft to increafc the confufion thefe run- 
aways muft create. After' difmounting the 'two 
pieces of cannon, and our front divifion again be- 
ing formed, we marched on in the fame order for the 
French battalion. As I wifhed and expefted, the 
beaten party carried their confufion to the black 
troops in camp, who in crouds ran for fafety towards 
the French, and increafed their diforder. The enemy 
foon perceived by the runaways v/heie they might 
expeft our attack, and in confequence alfo found out 
that their intrenchments were of no ufc, which obliged 
them to form oppofite to where we were marching. 
In this fituation we pafled the Black camp eafily, and 
were with the French in lefs than half an hour. The 
day then began to dawn : Their cannon fired very 
brifkiy, as we approached j but, I fuppofe, in the 
hurry, they forgot to point them, fo little damage 
did we receive. We found them drawn up rather on 
duf tight, and ftill inclining that way, with an in- 
I fuppofe 4 j to fall on the flanks of our di- 
trifiohs,’ As a large body of their fepoys were pofted 
on thtar I Iqti^brdere to purs on the right in my 

rear^ 
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rear, to move up equal with the right of my firft divi- j 
fion to oppoft theirs, and fecure that flank. We . 
formed our line as we marched, and attacked as we 
formed. Our right foon drove their Idt, and our 
center and rear divifions, the right and center of 
their line. Another body of their fepoys, in pofief- 
fion of the Sugar Loaf Rock, were routed by our di- ' 
vifion of fepoys, on the left of my lafl: divifion. In 
fliort the affair was foon decided every where : they 
attempted to rally, and make a ftand again, near 
a littie breaft-work, but were quickly obliged 'to 
abandon it, leaving behind them their camp Hand- 
ing, all their artillery, (eleven pieces of cannon, with 
their commander Mr. Aftruc) and nine officers 
prifoners, and about one hundred men killed and 
wounded on the field of battle, and almofl as many 
prifoners. In this adlion we had feventy men and 
fix officers killed and wounded. I received a flight 
wound in my arm, and captain Kilpatrick a Ihot 
through his body ; concluding it muft be mortal, 
he would not permit ' any of his people to ftay by 
him, but fent them on to join their company in the 
purfuit of the enemy. Some ftragling Maratta 
horfe came up in the mean time, and according to 
cuftom, cut him with their fabres as they pafied, 
which would have been repeated by others, but the 
furgeon by accident feeing him in that danger, ftaid 
and protefted him, till the fuccefs of the day cleared 
the field of the enemy. The garnfon made a fally, 
and picked up feveral prifoners, who were making 
their efcape over the river to the ifland, where they 
at laft colledled their fcatteied army, leaving us maf- 
ters of the plain, and an open communication. The 
Nabob’s cavalry were fewj but had our Tanjore 
horfe behaved as they ought, we muft have deftroy- 
ed many more of the French battalion. Nor had 
they now any excufe as formerly, the enemy’s horfe 
having kept their diftance on our firft attack in the 
F 4 morning j 
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J'’53- Tanjoreans were too bufy in plun- 

denng the camp to think of a purfujt. We had not 
fufficient force to follow the blow on the ifland, but 
were obliged to relt contented with our fuccefs, and 
endeavour to perfuade the King of 1 anjore and 1 on- 
deman, to make ufe of this favourable oppoitunity 
to throw m provifions. 

The enemy had left a party at Weyaconda, which 
we were obliged to attack, and batter in bleach, 
ihe breach was fcaicepiafticable, when our fepoys 
perceiving the enemy flea'.ing off by another gate^ 
clambered up as well as they could, and cut the 
gari-ifon to pieces ; it confifted of tv.io hundred Black 
infantry. Upon this we marched and encamped at 
the French Hock, and difpatched an officer to the 
King of Taniore, to haften the important article of 
provifions, who fucceeded in part, and we got flotes 
lor thiee months into the place. 

The monfoon feafon coming on, it was high time 
to think of cantoning our troops. The Nabob and 
1 therefore fixed upon Koiladdy, about fifteen miles 
eaft-of Tnchinopol)'', as it commands the pafs on 
the ifland. V/e fhould have remained nearerTrichino- 
poly, or pei haps in the town ilfelf, but that would 
have occafioned a very great confumption of provi- 
fions. Therefoie after leaving a fufficient garrilbn 
in Trichinopoly and the foit of Elmifcram, we 
marched for Koiladdy, and piovided againft the fe- 
verc rams which generally fall about this feafon of 
the year. In our canmnments we were very fickly ; 
we loft fix offii.ers in as many weeks, and a great 
many fokiicrs. The Nabob continued with us, but 
Kjonagee and the Tanjore troops returned home. 
Ipmg pretty well acquainted with the nature of the 
people^* hqiWSfWfanding their promifes, of corning 
back j 1 WTO; «p.,t|i,e prcfii^ency, to fend Mr. Palk, 

who 
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who had before fo well managed for us, to keep 
that court firm incur mteieft, I was tl.e more folhci- 
tous becaufe 1 knew the King’s prime minifter was 
our enemy, and conftantly endeavouring to keep his 
mafter neuter or rather a feeming friend to both, and 
if at any time we were unfuccefsful, Succogee was 
fure to be in the intereft of the enemy. .Nanderauze 
fent an Ambaflador to the king of Tanjore making 
large promifes if he would leave us, and threatening 
on the contrary, if he did not, that the Marattas 
fhould ravage and lay wafte his country, and punifli 
him with fire and fword, and that the Nabob gover- 
nor, meaning Dupleix, Ihould alfo bring down Sa- 
labatzing againft us. Succogee the minifter had been 
brought over to the Fren^ caufe by a large bribe, 
and by his intrigues removed Monagee from his 
matter’s favour. 

The enemy remained feemingly very quiet on the 
ifland, and had received fome reinforcements from 
Pondicheny, but none came to us from Madrafs, to 
put us on an equality. Mr. Dupleix generally obliged 
the inhabitants of Pondicherry to mount guard and 
do the duty of the garnfon, but we could not in like 
manner truft Fort St, George without regular troops. 
On the 28th in the morning, our out-guards re- 
ported that in the night they had heard a great fir- 
ing towards Trichinopoly. We remained in fuf- 
pence till the evening, when the following account 
came fro'm captain Kilpatrick, who fucceeded cap- 
tain Dalton in that command. 

The enemy’s whole army under Mr. Maiflin 
crofied the river the 27th at night. Their forces 
were diflributed agieeable to the different falfe at- 
tacks they were to make. The real one was to be 
made by the French battalion, on that battery, which 
is in the center of the Weft face ; and as I obferved 

before 
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before was called Dalton’s battery. They had eight 
hundred men, 'fix hundred were to efcalade, and Mr. 
MaifTm with two hundred more and a body of fe- 
poys to wait the event, prepared to fecond, and join 
the firft party, when they had got over the wall. At 
three in the morning they palled the ditch which 
was almoft dry. They placed their ladders, and 
mounted to the number of fix hundied on the bat- 
tery, without interruption, or the leaft alarm in the 
garnlbn. The guard appointed for the battery was 
of fifty fepoys, with their officers and two European 
gunners. The rounds had gone at twelve o’clock, and 
found them prefent, and alert. However, when the 
French came they were moftly abfent, or with the 
two European gunners alleep. By this time, two or 
three {hot were fired, which alarmed our picquet. 
The French, perfuaded that firing alone would 
frighten the garrifon, turned two _ of our twelve- 
pounders on the battery, againft the town, and dif- 
chargedthem with avollyof fmall arms, their drums 
beating, and the foldiers crying out, Five le Roy. 

Captain Kilpatrick was then ill of his wounds. 
The next officer in command came to him for his 
orders. He bid him march inftantly with the pic- 
quet, referve, and what fepoys were not pofted, to 
the place where tfie attack was made, and to order 
e'^ery man alfo to their refpedlive Alaim Pofts, and 
not to ftir from them on pain of death. The French 
after their difcharge, came down from the batteiy ; 
and were between the two walls. There was a flight 
gate in the inner wall, which led into the town. The 
man who was their guide knew where it was, they 
had two petards ready to clap to it, and at the fame 
tiine to amufe us, another party was to efcalade the 
inner wall. The fcheme was well laid, and had not 
theFrtotih petulance, made them too foon difcover 
^emfelves, they" perhaps might have had time to 

execute 
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execute their defigns, and have entered the town. 
When our officer came to the place attacked, it was 
not eafy for him to difcover the fituation of the ene- 
my : but however in the hurry and confufion, he 
did not forget the gate, on the flanks of which ha 
pofted a number of men, with plenty of ammuni- 
tion, to fire from thence inceflantly, whether they 
heard or faw any thing of the enemy or not. And 
luckily he did, for the guide and petardier were 
found killed within ten yards of the gate. The ef- 
caladers had fo far fucceeded in their defign “as to 
have fixed ladders againft the inner wall, and began 
to mount. The commanding officer of this party, 
preceeded by his driittimer were the firft perfons who 
attempted to enter^ in which the latter loft his life, 
and the officer receiving a fhot and cut at the fame 
time, was pulled within the town. The frequent 
flafhes of fire, occafioned by the brifknefs of the at- 
tack and defence, were the only guide our artillery 
officer had to diredt the pointing of bis guns j with 
which he fb well fucceeded, having loaded them with 
grape, as to fhatter the ladders, kill a number of 
men, and entirely dilappoint their well concerted 
fcheme. They now only thought of making their 
efcape, or fcreening themfelves from our fire. This 
firft was impradlacable, their ladders being moftly 
deftroyed, and they within the firft wall : yet fome 
attempted leaping off the battery, into the ditch, 
but the greater number lay hid under the parapet. 
The long wifhed for day at laft came and difcovered 
where the enemy were, who made ufe alfb of the 
light to beg for quarter^ which was granted them. 
They loft in that affair ’*' three hundred and fixty- 

* It may fenre as a fpecimen of Mr. Dupleix’s manner of relaf 
ing thefe aff irs, both m his Memoire and the little Hiftoiy which 
he caufed to be publiftied in the year 1757, to cite the following 
words fjom the Memoire, where fpeaking of this lofs of fo large 
a party of Europeans, he fays, II failut done le retirer et taems 
avec fetie, 

four 
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four Europeans tali^n prifoners, fixty-five of which 
were wounded. Eight officers alfo prifoners, and 
moft of them wounded, befides forty private, and 
one officer killed, and they acknowledged themfelves 
that many more were wounded, or lamed, who were* 
earned off to the ifland We found two petards, one 
as I faid befuie, with the petardier within ten yards 
of the gate, th.e other at a little diflance from it. 

I C4VE orders for marching the next day, but 
f 1 ft fent a remibreement to captain Kilpatrick, as 
the number of his priibners wfis much greater than 
his t'U'opean garrifon, and the enemy threatened the 
place with another general We arrived at the 

french Rock without oppolitibn,* the enemy keep- 
ing clofc to the illand. 

Tjhe King pf Tanjore after a gieat many difficul- 
ties, fent out fome of his troops to 1 ricatapolly ; 
eighteen miles fromTrichinopoly, and made no fmall 
meiit of what he had done, for the Nabob, But 
the truth was, he had ceicain intelligence, that the 
enemy were forming a party of Maiattas, to enter 
his country, and he therefore prepared to oppole 
them. >uccogee had fo efftdtually irntated the King 
againft Monagee, that the command of the tioops 
was given to Gaudeiow, an officer of no fkill or 
judgment, but a creatu|e, of Succogee’s, and uncle 
to the’ King. We dtfirtd that Monagee migh&be 
lent, well knowing his merit as a Ibldier, and his 
ftroDg attachments to the common caufe, which he 
always thought his mafter’s intereft. On our writing 
prtffingly lor him, Suc^^ee reprefented to the 
King, that iMonagee v/as too much in our intereft 
not tq be fufpedbed, and that it was poffible, with 
our affiftance,. he mights»endeavour to make himfelf 
too powerful-' Being accjuainted with this, i was 
obliged to drfift *evda ffom mentioning Monagee’s 

name, 
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name, or the confequence might have been fata! to 17^4. 
him Not to drive things therefore to extremities, 1 w-v— ■ 
wrote to the King that he might fend whom he 
pleafed to command his troops, 1 was fatisfied. 

Thus ended the year 1753, in which had we 
been able to purfue our fortune,, our advantages 
would have been real : but inftead of it our fuccefles 
were only a refpite, and we fcon had the fame to go 
over again, having,' however, the confolation to 
think we had done all we could againft fogreata fu- 
periority. A fupenonty indeed which T am often 
aihamed to mention, tor fear my veracity fhould be 
called in queftion. 

Mr. De Bussy with his army was ftill attending 
and fupportingSa'abatzing to the northward. Shaw 
Abadin Cawn, the fon of Gauzedy Cawn, who had 
been appointed by the Mogul prince of the Dec- 
kan, had too much employment on his hands, as 
chief Buefhee of the empire, to think at that time of 
making good his pretenfions, 

+«. ’ 

The latter end of this year the Mogul Shaw Fla- 
mer was depofed, and fucceeded by Allum Geer, 

This change was qccafioned by the following event. 

The Mogul fent Snaw Abadin Cawn, the Buclhee, 
at the head < 5 f ninety thoiifand horfe, to fupprefs an 
irruption of the Rafhpoots, who are reckoned the 
beft foldiers in Indoftan. In this expedition he fuc • 
ceeded, but on his return to Delly, an uncle of his 
taking the advantage of his abfence, peifuaded the' 

Mogul that he had alway^'been his enemy, and in- 
tended making ufe of his army to dethrone him. 

The Mogul was the eafier perfuaded, as the Buc- 
lhee had obtained the poll he enjoyed, more through 
power than favour, and h^d ever fpoke freely ol the 
Mogul’s diflfolute way of life, which was generally 

fptnc 
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fpent in debauchery. It was therefore agreed, that 
Shaw Abadin Cawn fhould be put to death, but as 
they rightly judged it could not be done openly, the 
following fcheme was laid for the execution of their 
defign. 

The Mogul went out of Delly, at the head of 
twenty- hve thoufand horfe, in order as he faid to do 
honour to Shaw Abadin Cawn, and reward him for 
his fervices. At their meeting, the blow was to have 
been ftruck. The Buchfhee having intelligence of all 
that paffed, came readily to meet the Mogul, but 
brought with him thirty thoufand Marattas ; who in 
cafe of any attempt were to proted him. The Mo- 
gul’s party hearing that luch precautions were taken, 
not knowing what might be the confequence, and 
afraid to offend a man fo powerfully fupported, dif- 
banded and returned to Delly, leading their' fove- 
reign almoft without attendants : who therefore im- 
piediately followed his troops. Whether Shaw Aba-- 
din Cawn thought this a favourable opportunity to 
dethrone a man who was a fcandal to the dignity of 
the throne ; or whether it was the refult of a preme- 
ditated defign, he followed the Mogul, entered Del- 
ly, and went immediately to the palace, where after 
making his obeifance, and fitting down a little while 
at the Durbar with the Mogul, he ordered his peo- 
ple to feize on and imprifon him ; he then alTembled 
the Omrahs, placed on the throne, Allum Geer a 
near relation to the late Mogul. The depofed Princcj 
according to the cruel policy of their government 
was immediately deprived of his fight. 

The Marattas, as they had threatened, flipped by 
Ga;u4erow, who 'was encamped on the frontiers, en- 
tered ^he'Tanjore country, a^d began according to 
cuftom to plunder and burn" the villages, cut ‘the 
grain, aad ^ve tiff the cattle. The King prefled 
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by neceJEty, found at laft, ^that no body but Mona- 
gee, could put a ftop to the mifchief. He applied 
alfo'to nje, but the violent rams had fo fwelled the 
rivers between us, and the roads were fo bad that it 
was impoffible for us to move. Monagee came out 
of Tanjore, with what troops he could raife, ani 
Gauderow had orders to join him, and give up the 
command. Monagee came up with the Marattas on 
the 4 th of January, drew them into an ambufcade, 
took from them eight hundred horfe, and made a 
great many pnfoners, and cut to pieces the remain- 
der of the party. I flatter myfelf fuch a piece of fer- 
vice, might reinftate our friend Monagee, and reftore 
him to favour, and that after lb much fuccels, per- 
haps he would join me, but I was greatly miftaken* 
On his return to 'i'anjore, he was very gracioufly re- 
ceived, but tqld at the Lme time, that the enemy be- 
ing now fubdued, there was no further occafion for 
his fervice ; and confequently the troops were dif- 
banded. Ail this was the efiedl: of Succogee’s envy, 
which increafed in proportion with the other’s merit. 
He perfuaded the King, that keeping up troops was 
too heavy an expence ; that the EnglMh would do the 
reft, that it was our bufinefs to fight and not his, who 
had juft gained a glorious vidtory, with which he 
might fit down in lafety and content. 

During this time the two governors, Mr. Saun- 
ders and Dupleix were endeavouring to negociate. 
After many altercations, and a tedious correfpon- 
dence, it was agreed on between them to fend com- 
milTaries from each nation, and hold a congrefs at 
Sadras, a Dutch fettlement between Madraft and 
Pondicherry, at which place matters might more ea- 
fily be adjufted. Accordingly commiflaries wei e ap- 
pointed! Thofe on our fide were Mr. Palk and Mr. 
Vanfittart; on theirs the father I/Avaur, fuperior 
general of the Jefuits in India, and Meffieurs De 
2 Kerjean 
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j Kerjean De Bauffet, who aflembled at Sadrafs in Ja- 
nuaiy. 

We propofed for the bafis of the treaty, the Na- 
bob being acknowledged, and the King of Tanjore 
to remain in peaceable poflelRon of his country, out 
their propofals in anfwcr to ours were as follows : 

I ft, The reftitution of the French Prifoners. 

adly. That Madrafs, which ufed to pay to the 
Duan of Arcot, four thoufand pagodas yearly, 
(hould be independent, and all our arrears forgiven. 

3dly, That the company ftiould be lawfully en- 
titled to Ponamally and all its dependencies. 

4 thly, That the Nabob fliould have fome efta- 
blifhment elfewhere, if the preliminaries were receiv- 
ed, and that his differences with the MailToreans, with 
regal d to Trichinopoly, ftiould be reconciled. 

5 thly, That the Engl fti fliould evacuate all the 
places taken from the trench, to whom they be- 
longed, whether by grant or conqueft, as well as all 
the places in the Carnatick, without oppofing the 
difpofinon and arrangement of Salabatzing, who had 
an undoubted right, and who had aflbciated the Mar- 
quis Dupleix m the government of the Deckan. 
Such were Mr. Dupleix’s propofals. 

It has been before faid, that Mr Dupleix would 
willingly make the world believe he had received 
^ants from the Mogul, and Salabatzing appointing 
him governor from the river Kriftna to Cape Como- 
rin; and as fuch he was proclaimed in the ufual 
form. In , confequence of this pretended authority, 

, thefe articles were made. But an unlucky miftake 
6 proved 
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proved it all to be a forgery. The French commif- 1754- 
iaries came equipped with what they called Des 
pieces authentiques from the Mogul, and other of- 
ficers under him, conftituting and appointing Mr. 
Dupleix governor general from the river Kriftna to 
the fea, and the French commiflaries agreed (left our 
gentlemen fhould doubt it) that they fliould examine, 
and take copies of thefe grants. 

A Persian interpreter was fentfor, from whom 
they learned, that the feven firft faneds or grants 
were only copies, though produced as originals : to 
which the French commiiTaries anfwered, that Mr. 

Dupleix kept the originals at Pondicherry, and if re- 
quired, they Ihould be fent for; but that thefe pa- 
pers, attefted by a Cady *, were of equal validity. 

This caufed Tome difpute, but our gentlemen dropt 
it ; and on further examination, it appeared to Mr. 
Vanfittart (who underftood enough of the Perfian 
language) to be a falfe feal fixed to the faned, called 
the Mogul’s, the firft having no datef. On that 
the French immediately objected to our proceeding 
any further ; for unlefs we could produce iMazirz- 
ing’s ianeds to the Nabob, they could not admit of 
theirs being copied. We told them, that Nazirzing 
fupporting him, was a fufficient faned in his favour. 

That it was their firft propofal, as well as Mr. Du- 
pleix’s, all along to Mr. Saunders, to begin with an 
examination of their own faneds, and we could not 
help being furprized at their declining it, after fome 
copies had been taken. That pieces of fo publick. 
a nature, we apprehended, might be expofed to all 
the world. But we could not help remarking, that 
the firft of thofe faneds was without date ; and the 
only original they produced, et le plus authentique, 

* Cady, a perfon who adniinifters jaftice, and by whom copies 
of all public papers are attelled. 

f Mr. Dupleix is filent on this fubjed in liis Memoire, 
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1754. as it is termed, was a manifeft forgery ; fordt had 
no chop of the Mogul or his Vizier 5 it had no 
fign manual, and from other manifeft tokens, it 
was evident that it had been borrowed fiom fome 
old faned, efpecially as the number 9 is annexed to 
it, which was the third year of the reign of the laft 
Mogul. 

I HAVE dwelt fb long on this affair, only to give 
an idea of what Ihuffiing condud Mr. Bupleix was 
capable, in order to carry a point, and Ihew a real 
caufe why the congrefs came to nothing. The com- 
miffaries were recalled on each fide, and the war as 
likely to continue as ever. 

We remained near Trichinopoly, and the enemy 
on the ifland, but they were well fituated, having a 
large body of cavklry, and the ris^er fordable every 
where to incommod'e us very much. AH the country 
round, after being the feat of war for fo many years, 
was ruined; our provifions coming moftly from Tan- 
jore, we were obliged to fend large parties to efcoft 
them, for the merchants with gram would not come 
within eighteen miles of us without a party to protedt 
them. We were obliged alfo to fend five or fix 
miles for firewood, while the enemy’s cavalry were 
continually in motion on eveiy fide. At that time 
we had troops enough on the coaft, which, might 
have joined us, with whofe affiftance we fhould have 
been able, at leaft, to have protedled our convoys 
with lefs fatigue and rifquc, as the event too fatally 
fhewed. 

In the month of February we fent a party for 
^itdyifions and ftores, and for fear the enemy might 

_ tA- o® which is engraved the name of the MSguI. 

E#ery grant is therefore adthentreated, not only with this feel of 

the MogiA.^ai&AatX3f his. Vipers, 

at 
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at laft be tempted to attack them, I made it ftrong- 
er than any 1 before had fent. It confifted of two 
captains, fix officers, and one bundled and eighty 
men rank and file, four pieces of cannon, and 
eight hundred fepoys. The commanding officer had 
orders, if he faw or heard any of the enemy coming 
to attack him, to take poll immediately and defend 
himfeJf, till we could come to his affiftance. They 
were attacked on their march from Killycottah, and 
within a mile of that place. There was a village be- 
fore them called Coutapara, a little below Elmiferam. 

The men who were at that poll, on the attack, fe- 
cured the village for our people with fome fepoys 5 
and had they been in a body, and pulhed for it, . 
agreeable to their orders, the enemy -could not have 
hurt them. It will be needlefs to enter on the parti- 
culars of this affair, as one can hardly do it with- 
out blaming, at leafl: pitying the commanding of- 
ficer, who is fincedead, and who certainly, from h’S 
mifcondud, loft his party 5 and what ftill added to 
the misfortune, our brave company of grenadiers, 
who had ever behaved well, and fuccefsfully, were 
amongft them. They were either taken, or cut to 
pieces, and both their officers killed. In this un- 
happy affair, one hundred and thirty four men were 
prifoners, one hundred of which were wounded. Of 
the eight officers four were killed, and three wound- 
ed, one only efcaping ; our four pieces of cannon, 
and about feven thoufand pounds in money, with a 
large convoy of provifions fell into the hands of the 
enemy. The party was attacked by one hundred 
and twenty French infantry, two companies of de- 
fertefs about the fame number, the French troop of 
about eighty, fix thoufand fepoys, all the Maiflbre 
cavalry, and the Marattas, who came in at the lat- 
ter end of the fray, in all about ten thoufand, and 
feven pieces of cannon. 

G 2 Wb 
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We began our march to their rehef, but too late, 
as they had not followed the propofed difpofition, 
and particularly had not taken poll agreeable to their 
orders, but endeavoured to march on, covering their 
convoys with their foice fo divided and feparated, 
that they were not able to fupport each other, fo that 
the cavalry, who faw their confufion, had an eafy 
conqueft, and not much moie than the bufinefs of a 
minute to cut them to pieces, which was the fate of 
every man, except thoie whom the French troops 
faved, and even of thele there were few who did not 
bear marks of their defeat. This was a mojt heavy 
ftroke upon our little handful of men, above a 
third, and I cannot help repeating it, our beft troops, 
for fo with reafon I reckoned our grenadiers, who 
had always behaved fo well on every occafion where 
bravery and refolution were to be fhewn. 

Soon after this misfortune we received intelligence, 
that one of the Nabob’s brothers, Mauphus Cawn, 
was in the Arcot province, and marching to our af- 
fiftance with two thoufand horfe, which determined 
me to try every method to maintain my ground fome 
time longer, and to leave a party of one hundred and 
eighty men, which was at Davecotah, to ftrengthen 
Mauphus Cawn, who wanted fome Europeans to 
efcort him to camp. We therefore opened our com- 
munication with 1 ondeman’s country for provifions, 
as no merchant could be perfuaded to venture the 
other way with grain from Tanjore. The enemy con- 
tinued on the ifland, not yet chuling to encamp on 
the plain ; befides, they had fuffered as well as we in 
the laft affair. Their whole attention was taken up 
in fchemes to furprize our parties, but we fo often 
ch^n^d our roads, and the time for bringing in our 
provmqns, that they never fucceeded. We were 
greatly aflifted in tins by a Moorman, who for his 

delerved 



on the Coaft of COROMANDEL. 

deferved merit was made commander of our fe- j 
poys. V 

Mahomed Isouf Cawh, commonly called the 
Nelloure Subadar, from the place whence he came, 
had firft a company of fepoys m our fervice, which 
were raifed by himleJf. He is an excellent partizan, 
knows the country well, is brave and refolute, but 
cool and wary in adion. He was never fparing of 
himfelf, but out upon all parries, and by his good 
intelligence brought in provifions to keep us tolerably 
well fupplied. He is born a foldier, and better of 
his colour 1 never faw in the country. 

Mr. Pack, who was now at.Tanjore, found af- 
fairs juft as I had reprefented them : Monagee a 
pnfoner, the King difficult of accefs, and his minif- 
ter ftrong in the Maiflbre intereft, oppofing all our 
meafures, and ever throwing in obftacles to prevent 
Mr. Palk’s feeing his matter ; and when, after fome 
days, he was admitted to an audience, he found the 
King wavering and irrefelute, one hour feemingly 
convinced by his arguments, the next liftening to, 
and approving of Succogee, and upon the whole de- 
termining nothing. Add to all thefe difficulties an- 
other, which as we did not fufpeift k, was the moft 
dangerous, k was no lefs than the treachery of our 
iinguift, who of courfe was acquainted, and knew all 
our deligns and motions. This man being in treaty 
with Nanderauze, difcovered to him all he knew of 
our affairs. It was a moft intricate piece of villany, 
and with no finall difficulty traced to the bottom, fo 
carefully had the fellow laid his fchemes. When the 
fadt was proved againft him, he was blown away 
from the mouth of a cannon, the common puniflx- 
ment of traitors. 
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1754. In this fituation did we remain till fome time in 
May, fti'l waiting for Mauphus Cawn, and m iiopes 
that his coming would determine the King of Tanjore 
to return to our alliance but another accident helped 
to bring ic about moreeffcdlually On the sathof May, 
I fent a paity out in the morning to take poft on the 
plain, and wait for a convoy of provilions fiom 
Tondeman’s country. The party was commanded 
by a difcreet and gallant officer, captain Caillaud, 
who with one hundred and twenty men, two guns, 
and five hundred fepoys, marched from camp about 
four o'clock In the morning. The Nelloure Suba- 
dar, who was in the front of his advanced party, on 
getting over a little riling ground, was ilirprifcd by 
his horfe neighing, who v-as immediately anfweredby 
many others. When he got to the top of the bank, 
he difcovcred a part of the enemy polled; the 
French troop in particular, who mounted on his ap- 
pearing, fi.ft difehargmg their carbines, on hearing 
which capiain Caillaud halted, formed his party, and 
rode up to his advanced guard. Hemet the Nelloure 
Subadar, who fold him, the enemy were on the road, 
and had polled chemfelves, as well as he could dif- 
tinguifh, in the fame place where it vras intended to 
wait for the piovifion,s. The enemy had a bank m 
their front, which formed a parapet, and it was 
agreed to attack them, immediately on their flank, 
with the Europeans on one fide, and the fepoys on 
the other. They quickly drove the enemy, and ob- 
liged them to leave a tumbril of ammunition behind, 
and fome of their men. The poll was immediately 
taken, and iheie the party waited agreeable to their 
■prders. By this time it was broad day- light, when 
wedtfeovered the number of the enemy, which was 
much fuperior t'o our party, even in infantry, be- 
fides all the Maifforc cavalry. Captain Caillaud 
therefore employed a black fellow to flip through the 
«0emy that had furrounded him, and order the pro- 

- vifions 
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vifions to return. The enemy continued at a httle 1754. 
di dance fiom the poft, and contented themfelves 
%vith a cannonade The moment the fir.nt:: was neard 
in the camp, the litlk army ber^g i.i.d-jf arms, 
marched to lupport the party. The wi^ole body of 
the enemy were ieen likevvifc on tne plaui Captain 
Poher commanded (I being i* uch indtfpofed at the 
time, and fcaice able to moveoutuf bed.) As our 
diflance was lefs than that of tl c enemy, we were 
firft joined Captain Caillaud ha.dng reported, tvhat 
he had done with regard to the provifions, it was 
agreed to return to camp, and, if poilible, to avoid 
the enemy, then haitening to cut off our retreat. 

In the morning, one of the gun-carriages was 
rendered ufelefs, by the enemy’s cannonade. The 
fame accident alfo happened to captain Folier, who 
not caring to leave the cannon behind, fpent fome 
little time in fixing them on fparc carnages, to bring 
them off ; this being done, they began to move, 
the fepoys divided ip front and rear. The enemy 
had now alfo joined, and, were marching down in 
very good order, and fo near, that it was impofiible 
to avoid an engagement. The French battalion, as 
our peopled maiched by files, was on their right 
flank, the fepoys in our rear, and the cavalry ready 
£0 charge on the right, and in front. 

Our army marched on very quick to gain a more 
advantageous piece of giound a little way before 
them, which the moment they were in pofleflion of, 
the men were halted, and faced the French ; the fe- 
poys in the rear were drawn up fronting thofe of the 
enemy, to keep them off our right flank, fo that our 
little body was formed in half a fquaie. The fepoys 
on the left, with one piece of cannon, had orders to 
keep off the cavalry. Our two remaining pieces (for 
we earned out but five in all), were in the front of 

G 4 the 
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battalion oppolite the French. Never, I believe, 

■ were two pieces better ferved : they were oi the fhort 
fix pounders, that take in a large quantity of grape, 
fo that when they were near enough, every ftiot took 
place in the French battalion. 1 he enemy were fo 
much galled by the bnflinefs of this cannonade, that 
tfiey began to give v. ay, which we law, in fpite of 
all the effijrts of their officers to keep them up. The 
lucky minute was improved, by our men advancing 
and j-,iving them a fire, which compleated what the 
cannon had begun, and left us at liberty to finifh 
our retreat. Vi'e fuffered moftly from their fepoys, 
who, though they fired at a great diflance, annoyed 
us very much in wounding our men, and moft of 
our officers •, captain Folier received two wounds, and 
was obliged to give up the command to the next of- 
|icer, captain Caillaud, who began the march on 
the retreat of theFrench, and brought the party home 
with the two difmounted pieces of cannon. 

Our forces, that day, when joined, confifted of 
twelve platoons in battalion three hundred and fixty 
men, one thoufand five hundred lepoys ; and as to 
pur cavalry, we had our troop of about eleven men, 
and a few of the Nabob’s horfe: our aitillery five 
pieces of cannon, two of which were rendered un- 
lerviceable by the accidents befoie related. The 
French had five hundred Europeans, their two com- 
panies of deferters, their troop of about fifty, near 
five thoufand fepoys, and all the Maiffore cavalry. 
About fix thoufand of the Marattas the day befoie 
luckily crofTed the Coleroon, on fome difpute be- 
tweeti them and the Maiflbreans. 

Pur lofs in battalion was fix officers wounded out 
pf nine, fifty- nine private men killed and wounded, 
and about two bundled fepoys,. The enemy’s Iolj| 
f ^ nwch more confiderable. ' 


I iX- 



on the Coaft of C O R O M A N D E L; §9 

I I'XPECTED the French wonld have encamped 1754. 
wheie we had fought, which, had they done, we 
muft have run the chance of another battle, either 
to have marched away towards Tanjore, or to have 
convoyed in provifions ; but they luckily for us 
chofe to return to the ifland, ana our communica- 
tion being open, the provifions came in that night. 

I now determined to march towards Tanjore, and 
there wait for Mauphus Cawn ; befides, I was in 
hopes my prefence with an army might do fome- 
thing in favour of Mr Falk’s negociations. I wrote 
to him, however, to apprize the King of my in- 
tentions, and to fte how he took it. While I was • 
waiting for his anfwer, an event happened which 
made our army as welcome as we could wilh. The 
enemy, the fecond night after our engagement, took 
all their Europeans, three thoufand fepoys, and two 
thoufand horfe, and marched away for Tondeman’s 
country, with an intention to burn and deftroy every 
thing they could, to deter that Polygar from fend- 
ing any more provifions. 

The country people alarmed, drove all their 
cattle and valuable eflfeds into the woods, where it 
was impoffible to follow them ; and this expedition 
of the enemy’s ending' in nothing, but burning a 
few empty villages, and taking a gun of ours in the 
woods, which the fepoys had to proteiSt our convoys. 

After three days they returned, but vexed at their 
difappointment, and finding the King of Tanjore 
would not dtclaie, they loft patience, and fell furi- 
oufly upon the frontiers of his country, took Killy- 
cottah, a fort on the borders, and marched to Koi- 
laddy, which they alio took, and by that means 
made themfelves matters of the bank on the ifland, 
which carries the water into the Tanjore country, and 
began to cut it m three or four places. 


In 
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In thefe circumftances, without watting for Mr. 
Palk’s anfwer, for I knew the King would be glad 
to lee us in his country to defend it, we inarched im- 
jnediately to T a'-ijore, thiough Tundeman’s woods, 
dividing our force, and leaving 'n'.f vdib trptam 
Kilpatrick in 1 richinopoiy. I wiote alfo for the pairy 
from Daverotah to march, and meet us at Tanjore, 
for I found inat Mauphus Cawn, for v’hom we 
waited, was not moved from At cot. On my firft 
day’s march, as I cxpefted, I had a lettei from the 
King, begging me to come, and wiiking me toy on 
the late victory. Mr..Palk alio wiote to me, that 
things were much altered in our favour fince this 
expedition of the enemy’s, and that the King had 
ordered his horfe out under Gaudcrow. Mr Palk 
advifed him to fend his cavalry to meet us, that 
when joined, we might foon drive the enemy out of 
}iis kingdom. Inftead of that, he ordered twelve 
liundred horfe to go to Tricatapolly, to pnnilh the 
enepiy, as he faid. 

Morarow, who il'll lemembercd the lhameof 
his defeat, fome monthi before, thought it now a 
good time to be levenged of me Tanjore troops, 
efpecialiy when Monagee was not at their head. He 
.therefore crolied the Cauvery, and at day-break fell 
upon C'auderow’s paity, who made as little refift- 
ance as furprifed troops commonly do : Gaudcrow 
and two hundred of his men only efcaped, the red: 
were either killed, wounded, or taken prifoners. We 
arrived two days after this fray near Tanjore, and 
there met the party from Davccotah, and five hun- 
dred fepoys. The King came out of his fort to meet 
me, but T was fo ill, that I was obliged to fend cap- 
tain Cailiaud to make my apology. 

The next grand point we had for Mr Palk to en- 
deavour at, was the removal of Succogee from the 

King, 
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King, and Monagee to be reftored to favour and 1754. 
power. The circumftances were favourable for us, 
and Mr. Palk and captain Caillaud managed fo fuc- 
cefsfully, that they convinced the Tanjorean, that 
to his iriiniiler, and his bad counfels mud be attri- 
buted all his misfortunes ; and that, had he conti-; 
nued fleady to the Nabob and the Englilh, the war 
might have been happily finiflied, and the enemy 
could not have dared to enter and lay Wafte his coun- 
try, nor the bank have been deftroyed. But ftill it 
was not too late ; every thing might be recovered if 
Succogeewas removed from his perfon and councils, 
and Monagee reftored to his former rank, who had 
given fo many convincing proofs of his ftrong at- 
tachments to his mailer’s intereft. The King was 
deeply concerned : he would fain employ both 5 he 
was unwilling to part with his favourite; bur when 
he was convinced that our friendfhip depended on it, 
Succogee was removed, and Monagee invefted with 
the foie and full management of his kingdom, and 
appointed once more commander in chief of his 
forces. New troops were raifed to make up for their 
late lofs, and every thing promifed well from fo lucky 
a change in our favour. 

At this time we were acquainted from Madrafs, 
of the arrival of a detachment fent us from Bombay, 
by that prefidency, at the requeft of our governor 
and council ; and indeed I muft do governor Bour- 
chier the juftice to fay, that he was always inclined 
to give us any affiftance in his power. Some fhips 
from Europe arrived alfo with reciuits. 

Mauphus Cawn was then at Conjeveram, fixty 
miles weft of Madrafs, but he wanted money and 
fome Europeans to enable him to join us. My opi- 
nion was alked, what fhould be done in this affair.. 

1 gave it for advancing him the fhm required, a lack 
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of roupees, and that a party of five hundred Euro- 
peans, confining of the Bombay detachment, and the 
recruits lately arrived, fhould immediately march 
and take Mauphus Cawn under their efcort. All 
this was agreed to, and the party marched accord- 
ingly. 

Morarow, on fome difpute between him and the 
Maifforeans, had crofied the Coleroon before the i ath 
of May, as I have before obfcrved. He repafled it to 
perform that exploit againft the Tanjore troops ; 
and having ftruck the fevere blow aforementioned, 
he returned to the other fide of the Coleroon again, 
and continued at adiftance from the Maiflbre camp. 
He then propofed to the Nabob, that if the payment 
of three lack of roupees could be fecured to him, he 
would return to his own country, and never more be 
an enemy to him, the Englifh, or the Tanjoreans. 
The Nabob having no money, applied to the King 
of Tanjore, and after a great many meetings, it was 
agreed to, and the articles drawn up and figned. In 
the mean time, Morarow gave Nanderauze to un- 
derftand, that he was in treaty with the Nabob, but 
thatif he would pay him the money then due, he would 
return to his affiftance. Nanderauze fent him all 
the money he could fp.ire ; and Morarow finding 
there was no chance for more from that quarter, 
agreeable to his treaty with the Nabob, marched off. 
Part of the money was paid by the King of Tanjore 
on his going, the reft to be paid on his arrival in his 
own country. 

Another detachment came from Davecotah, 
commanded by captain Zeigler, confifting of about 
eighty Europeans and Topaffes, and four hundred 
fepoys. As roy health was much impaired, and 
. therefore my continuing with the army very precari- 
ous, the governor and council, at my requeft, fent cap- 
tain 
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tain Kilpatrick a major’s commiffion, and confented 
to his fucceeding to the command, if I Ihould be ob- 
liged to leave it. I was not a little chagrined to find 
the Tanjore troops fo long affembling, being anxious 
to march. The enemy were now again encamped on 
the plain, and had fo clofely befet Tiichinopoly, that 
our communication was quite cut off. At laft Mo- 
nagee fet up his ftandard, and joining us on the 25^, 
we marched. My intentions were to have proceeded* 
'diredbly to Trichinopoly ; but in a council of war 
next day, I found Monagee unwilling to proceed, 
till we were joined by our other party, who were 
cfcorting Mauphus Cawn. With all the reafons I 
made ufe of, I could not convince him of the necef- 
fity of an immediate march. We were therefore ob- 
liged to waiti but on thefe conditions only, that he 
fliould in the interim colledl: a magazine of grain 
equal to the confumption in Trichinopoly, to enable 
us, on our arrival, to replace what had been fpent in 
our abfence. 

Mauphus Caw-n was then advanced as far as Fort 
St. David, where, contrary to his agreement, he 
wanted all his money before he pafled the Coleroon, 
and even faid that this would not be fufficient to pay 
his troops, infifting on a further fum. Finding he 
trifled^ with us, I ordered captain Forbes not to wait 
for him, but to join me with his Bombay detach- 
ment, and our recruits, as expeditioufiy as poffible, 
which he completed on the 14th. The X5th I re- 
viewed the army, which confifted of about twelve 
hundred men in battalion, three thoufand fepoys, 
and fourteen pieces of cannon. Monagee had with 
him two thoufand five hundred hode, three thoufand 
infantry, and fome field pieces. On the i6th we 
marched, and the lyrh reached Trichinopoly. 


1754. 
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The enemy had been joined the night before by 
*754- hundred Europeans, and their whole body ap- 
peared on the plain in order of battle ; their batta* 
iiOH and fepoys with the Sugar Loaf Rock on their 
right, and the cavalry on their left. I ordered our 
advanced guard to take poffeffion of a bank which 
commanded the entrance to the plain. As we ad- 
vanced, the enemy began to cannonade. When 1 
had pafled the bank, we formed, and faced the ene- 
my. Monagee’s troops made up the fecond line, and 
covered our baggage and provifions. The enemy 
kept moving on ; and we likewife, our cannon an- 
fwering theirs. We expedted nothing but an engage- 
ment, and were not a little furprized, at once, to 
fee their battalion go to the right about, their can- 
non drawing off, and the whole retreating very re- 
gularly. They killed us a captain and fifteen men, 
and fuffered therafclves Ibmething more. The ene- 
my had another party of Topafies and fepoys march- 
ing to join them from the ifland, which when per- 
ceived by major Kilpatrick, he fallied out with part 
of his garrifon, and obliged them, after a fevere can- 
nonade, to retire to the ifland. 

Ws halted next day to refrelh our men, and to 
put our heavy baggage into the fort, refolving not to 
give the enemy reft, till tiiey had quitted the plain. 
They had the firft day gone to tire Five Rocks, but 
on our marching to the Fakeer’s 1 ope, they moved 
off, and encamped at Mourahillcnour. We follow- 
ed them, and in the night they thought proper to 
crofs the river, and encamp behind their Pagodas on 
the ifland. Wc then letook our poll off Elmiferam, 
■and fent a detachment to cover the King of Tati- 
jore’s workmen, repairing the bank near Koiiaddy, 
the enemy having alfo abandoned that place. 


About 
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About this time our fleet, under the command of 1 7^4. 
admiral Watfon, arrived with colonel Adlercroon’s s-— \r— 
regiment, and the French fliips had brought Mr. 
Godeheii, commiflary -general and governor-general 
of all their fettlements, with fifteen hundred Furo- 
peans. Upon his arrival he wrote to Mr. Saun- 
ders, to acquaint him with his inclination to pur- 
fue pacific meafuies, introducing his propofals for a 
fufpenflon of arms, by fending back the troops which 
Mr Dupleix had caufed to be flopped in their paf- 
fage from Madrals to Fort St. David. The gover- 
nor and council, pleafed to find they had now to 
deal with a perfon who appeared to concur with them 
in purfuing the true intereft of the two commercial 
companies, were not long in fending their anfwer, 
and both fincerely labouring to haften the conclufion 
of an event fo much to be wiflied. A fiifpenfion of 
arms was agreed on, and aflually took place on the 
nth of Odtober, 1754*, after which Mr. Palk and 
Mr. Vanfittart were fent to Pondicherry, and return- 
ed with the following treaty and the truce. 

ART I CL ES of a provincial Treaty, cmcladei 
and agreed on between us Thomas Saunders, Eff, 
Rrefident for the Honourable Englijh Company on the 
coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, Governor of Fort Si, 

George, &c, and the Sieur Charles Robert Godeheu, 
Commtffary for hts moft Chriftian Majeftyi Cebt- 
mander General of all the fettlements of the French 
Company on both jides the Cape of Good Hope, aitd 
at China j Rrefident of all the councils there efta- 
bltfhed. and DireSor General of the India Compare 
of France, 

ARTICLE I. 

The two companies, Englilh and French, (hall renounce 
for ever all Moorifh government and dignity, and fliall ne- 
ver interfere in any difference that may arife between 'the 
princes of the country. 
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All places, except thofe which fhall be flipulated in the 
definitive treaty, to remain in the pofieilion of the two 
afdrefaid natidns, Erench and Enghlh, fhall be delivered up 
to the Moors. 

IL In the T anjore country, the Englifii lhall poffefs Da- 
vecotah, and the French Karical 5 each with their prefent 
diftridts. 

III. On the Coromandel coaft, the French fhal! poffefs 
Pondicherry, the diflnds of which are to be fpecified m the 
definitive T reaty. The Englifli fliall poffefs Fort St, George 
and Fort St. David, with the diftnds likewife to be fpe- 
cified. 

The French fhall form a limited fettlement, the fituation 
of which fhall be chofen between Nizampatam, and the 
river of Gondecama exclufively 5 as an equivalent for the 
difference there is between Davecotah, and Fort St. David 
iogether, compared with KaricaL 

Or elfe, 

The diftri£ls]|of Pondicherry faall be made equal to thofe 
of Fort St. George and Fort St. Darnel together, and in 
this cafe the French fhall abandon the Point D’Appuy, pro- 
jpofed above. The alternative fhall be left to the determina- 
tion of the two companies. 

IV. Mazulipatam and Divy lliall be neuter, leaving to 
the two companies the choice of making a partition ; each 
nation fhall have a houfe for commerce at Mazulipatam, 
with an equal number of foldiers to guard it, in cafe the 
town fliouid remain neuter. Divy fhall be delivered to the 
Englifh, if the Fiench referve Mazulipatam, And if the 
French keep Divy, the Englifli fhall have Mazulipatam In 
thefe two laft cafes, equal diflridts flial! be annexed to the 
poffeiSions. 

V. ^ The navigation of Narzapore river fhall be free ; the 
Englifh may carry their fettlement upon the banks of the 
faid river, or keep Bandermalanka 5 but they fliall poffefs 

only 
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iO!ily one of thofe two places : the French fhall have a fettle- 1 7 54, 
roent on the fame river. The diftn£i:s fliall be equal between 
the two nations. 

VL The entrance of Tngeram river diall be free, neither 
the French nor the Englifli fhall poflef» the iflands of Connge 
and Yellacatippa. The Englifh fliall have their fadory at 
Sonciapoilam, with its diftndls, and a warehoufe at Nel- 
lepely, the fortifications of which lhall be razed. The 
French lhall have their faflory at Yanam, with diftrids 
equal to thofe of Suncrapoliam, and they lhall be at liberty 
to have a warehoufe on the Terra Firma in cafe they judge 
it necellary, for the convenience and eafe of their trading 
bufineis. 

VIL In the Chickakul country, as the Englifli have Vi-* 
zagapatam, the French may fettle a fa^dory where they 
pleafe, to thefouthward of Pondemarka, or the northward 
of Bimlepatam, whether at Ganjam or Mafoulbunder, on 
an equality with Vizagapatani. 

Vni. Thefe conditions accepted on both fides, although 
they are not to be a law for a definitive treaty in Europe, 
they lhall neverthelefs produce a truce between the two na- 
lions and their allies, until news is received in India of the 
anfwers made m Europe concerning this agreement 5 wfirch 
anfwers we promife bona fide to communicate to each other 
as foonas they fliall be arrived by thefliips of either nation. 

IX. Neither nation fhall be allowed to procure, during 
the truce, any new grant or ceffion, or to build forts for 
the defence of new eftabhfliments. It lhall only be lawful 
to rebuild and repair the fortifications now fubfifting in the 
eftabhfliments they poflefs at this time, in order to prevent 
their entire ruin. 

X. Until the arrival of anfwers from Europe to thefe ar- 
ticles, which lhall be difpatched thither by the firft Ihips, 
to be fubmitted to the decifion of the two companies, under 
the pleafuie and approbation of the two crowns, the two 
nations lhall not proceed to any cellion, retroceilion, or 
evacuation of what they now poflefs, every thing being to 
remain on the footing of uti polhdetis. 

H 
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XL With regard to the indemnlfifcatioH, the two iiatiofts 
may expeft for the expejices of the war ; this article jQball be 
amicably adjufted in the definitive treaty. 

Done at Fort St. George, Decemb. 31 > I 7 S 4 ‘» 



(Signed) Thomas Saonbers. 


(In Englifli and French) Under the Englifh) 



(Signe) GoDEHEir. 


(Under the French) 

Examined with the original, and 
attcfied to be a true copy. 


Dated at Pendichery, 
Dec, 26> 1754. 


Henry Vansittart. 
Jos. DU Pre. 


5 


Secretaries; 


ARTICLES and Stlfthtims of a. T ruce^ con-- 
eluded between us Thomas Saunders^ Efqy Pre/tdent^ 
and the Sieur Charles Robert Go^ 
deheu^ Commiffary^ m virtue of a pro^ 

vifton treaty which we have figned the fame day^ ta 
promote the re-ejlablijlment of tTanqutlkty in this 
part of India. 

ARTICLE L 

To take place on the nth of January, 1755 5 
of the expiration of the ftifpenfion of arms, proclaimed the 
nth of October, 1754; all hoftilities fliall ceafe between 
theEnglifliand French*. 

11 . During this truce, which fliall be in force until wej 
are informed in India of the anfwers made in Europe con-; 
cerning the faid provifional treaty ; the troops of the twaj 
nations, French and Englifli, fliall not a£i againft eacbf 
other, either as principals or auxiliaries. 

he 

IIL The two nations, Englifli and French, engage tkti 
oblige their allies to cfcfene all that k flipulated for the 

ccjnif- 



Cfi the Coaft of C O R O M A N D £ L* 99 

romplifhment of the ti uce by virtue of the treaty ,, and who- 1^54, 
ever ihall dare to infnnge it ihall be reputed a coiiiinon ene- ^ 

tnvy and (ball be reduced to good order b/ the fojce of arms. 

IV, If either of the two nations, French or Enghfll, or 
either auxiliary troops or allies, &aii commir any adl of 
hofiility, poffefs thendelves of any place, or anv one fiiali 
caufe any damage to another during the faid truce 5 both 
oblige themfelves to make repaiation proportionable to the 
damage, and to the enure reliAtution of v^halever fball be 
taken. 

V, If the allies or other troops in pay of either nationji 
fliall be guilt) of any adf of holtihty, or commit anv pil- 
lages in the teintones whereof either nation is now m pof- 
feffion. It fhall be Lwful for both nations to lepulfe their in- 
fults by force, by which the injured nation (hall net be deem- 
ed to have infringed the prefent agreement. 

VI, If the allies or auxiliary troops of either nation, fiiall 
take up arms and infult the countries of which the nation 
they are allied to is now in poileiiion ; in this cafe, the twa 
nations fhali ailifl each other againft this enemy, who iliaU 
thereby become the common enemy of both, 

VII, The troops of the two nations fhall be employed^ 
during this truce, in the care of their prefent eftabliiliments 
and pofliffions ; they may be tranfported freely, and without 
any difficulty, from one place to another, at the pleafureof 
the goveriiour, generals, commanders, &c. of each nation ^ 
and all perfons adfually undei the ptotcciion of either flag, 
may hkewde go and come at pleafuie, without being mo- 
lefted either in then effects or psiinns 

VIIL Trade lhali be fiee throughout the Carna^ick, and 
in all the countuci tr the noitlui* ird of the Coromandel 
coaft, for the two contracting nations, thev may fetch 
tnerchandizei ficm ah the pLc- s in tb^ dependence of each 
other^ and tnmipoit tbem freely, without any reftrainr, 
through the refpcci'ie y geers rn.d feintdncs. 

IX. All common en<=*mies, or the particular encmie- of 
either ^nation, wno ihali ^erre 10 atMck the Fnolifh and 
French m tb^n piefent poSeffions, and trouble the tf'in- 
quillny which “s u. reign in ffiall be icpulfed by the 

united foicc of the two nations, French and Eog'-fli. 

H 2 X. 
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1754. X. As foon as the truce is proclaimed, the mutual ex- 

change of prifoners flbail be fet about, man for man ; and 
means fliall be refolved on for the eafe of thofe which fliall 
not be exchanged. 

XL Commiffanes fhall be appointed on both fides, to 
examine into the infringements committed by each party^ 
or their auxiliary tioops or allies, and fettle the reftituti©n 
to be made of all the places taken, during the truce, againft 
the tenour of the fufpenfion of arms ; as likewife of all that 
may have been taken from them by the faid auxiliary 
troops, in merchandizes, effedfs, money, and farther, to 
fettle in a fixed method, for a guide, during the whole time 
of the truce, all the names, and the extent of every country, 
paragana and village, under the power, and in the pofief- 
felSon of the two nations, Englifli andFrench» 

XIL It is agreed, that whenever, in the courfe of the 
truce, any complaint fliall be made by either of the 
faid nations of an infringement of the 4th article, the faid 
commiffaries on each fide appointed, fliall certify and exa- 
mine the fa< 3 :, that juftice may be done accordingly to the 
t injured nation, either by reftitution or reparation, accord- 
ing to the nature of the injury received. 

Dated at Pondicherry, Done at Fort St. George, Dec, 31, 1754. 

Dec. 26, 1754. Signed as beiore. 

Additional Articles and Stipulations to the foregoing Truce« 

ARTICLE 1. 

If any nation fliould attempt to eie£l a fettlement within 
th6 bounds of the prefent poflefiions of either of the two 
companies j both Englifh and French fhall jointly oppofe 
and hinder any fuch undei taking, ' 

IL The cuftom-houfes and f juncans fhall remain on the 
fame footing as before the war ; and no alteration fhall be 
made in the duties paid on the importation and exportation 
of goods of the produce or manufadlure of the coaft. 

Dated atPondicherry, Done at Fort St. George, Dec. 31, 1754. 

Jan, 4. 1755. Signed as before. 

* A Paragana is any diftiid of country. 

1" A Juncafeis a toll duty on every thing that pafies. 

T R A N S7 
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O N T H E 

COAST of COROMANDEL, 

In the y E A R 1755* 

T he Suspension of Arms was accompanied i755* 
with another event of great importance to the 
tranquillity of India, the departure of Mr. Dupleix, 
who being removed from the government, returned 
with the next Ihips for Europe. 

Here it may be proper to take a view of the fe- 
veral provinces and governments of the Deckan, 
their prefent interefts and defigns. This will not be 
a mere recapitulation of what has been faid in the 
Narrative ; for as the Princes of that country are 
continually agitated by the paffions of avarice, am- 
bition andjealoufy ; they are every moment prompt- 
ed by fufpicton or the love of intrigue, to enter into 
new quarrels, form different connexions, and by their 
reftlefs and uncertain fpirit, create the utmoft per- 
plexities to their allies. Fond of compliment, cere- 
monial and repeated profeffions of friendfhip, they 
have little regard for truth or gratitude ; nor have 
they any confideration for the future more than the 
paft, folely occupied with what they imagine will 
advance their prefent views. This chai after of the 
H 3 Afiaticks 
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A.fiaucktj la geneial will be exemplified by a review 
nf the piefent fimation and defigns of the feveral 
powers of the Beckan, as they appeared m the year 
i 755- 

Sal ABATziiiG was indureJ by his incapacity and 
floth, to fubmii himiJf entirel y to the counfels of the 
French for the fake of their protedllon and affiftance. 
Bound by no tics of affedion, he was now meditat- 
ing the lemoval of thofe very perfons with whom he 
had fo lately been fharing the gieateft power and 
tvealih, without the leaft regaid to thtir having af- 
fifted him in that ufurpation. 

The King of Tanjore, a fubtle Prince, lived 
in a continual jealoufy of the Englifh and French, 
who had both fettlements in his dominions, well 
knowing that either of thele fingly was able to give 
law to him, and always apprehending moft from the 
fide to which the balance of power feemed to incline. 
From a diffidence of the French, and a better opi- 
nion of the Englifh faith, he had, for the moft part, 
fhewn a legard for our alliance, but it required great 
addrefs to manage his inefolution, to divert his par- 
imhty for a treacheious favourite, and keep him firm 
to his engagements His moft dangei ous neighbours 
were the Maifibreans, a rich people, and formidable 
from their being undift tubed at home. He knew 
they had long formed defigns againft Trichinopoly, 
and at tins very time, were in treaty with the French 
for that end. 1 he knowledge of this determined him 
to enter into the ftridleft bands of fuendihip with ns, 
and yet, at the fame time, his fufpicion of our en- 
tering into anj aihance witn the goveinorof Marava, 
(a cDunt'-y k<5rderingbn h's dominions to the fouth), 
threw him into the moft piecipitate relblution of car- 
rying fire ana fwoid into that country. It was in vain 
to lenionfoate tohimj_that fo rafli a pioceedmg 

would 
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would only facilitate the defigns of the Maiflbrean, 
by leaving Trichinopoly defencelefs. The Maravar 
was the prefent^obje<5l of his jealouly. 

Tondeman, a Polygar, whofe woods, adjoin- 
ing to Tanjore, had been an ufeful protedion to our 
convoys during the war, was alfo uneafy at our fup- 
pofed intentions of alliance with the Maravar. 

The King of Maissore, young, and in a man- 
ner confined to his feraglio, gave up the diredlion of 
affairs to his uncle, who was prime minifter and bro- 
ther to Nanderauze. They were both, at this time, 
purfuing their fcheme on Trichinopoly, in which they 
fuffered fo many repulfes, and faw their extravagant 
projedts fo often defeated, that they were ready to 
feize any pretext for abandoning their enterprize. 
They foon relinguilhed it on good reafons, and from 
thenceforth became lefs formidable neighbours to the 
King of Tanjore. 

Mootis Allee Cawn, governor of Vellonre, a 
powerful and defigning man, had the addrefs to mur- 
der two Nabobs with impunity ; and during this long 
war, to keep himfelf clear of its calamities. Mr. 
Dupleix ufed to call him his deputy in his province. 
Though no confidence could be placed in thefriend- 
fhip of this artful man, it was imprudent to have 
him for an enemy ; therefoie his offers to acknow- 
ledge the Nabob were gladly accepted, but there 
was little fincerity in his profeffions of fubmiffion. 

The Marattas have always had fo confiderable 
a fhare in the difturbances, and were at this time tak- 
ing fo large a part in the politicks of thefe coun- 
tries, that it is lequifite, for the explanation of the 
affairs of the peninfula, to give as n-any particulars 
4>f this exienfive people as can be afcciciined : for as 
^ H 4 they 
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S754. they have no written hiftoiy, and fcarce any tradl- 
rion, that we know, of their former Hate, it is im- 
poffible to procure a full and fatisfadory account of 
fo numerous a nation, once fettled, then difperfed, 
and now re-eftablifhing themfelves throughout all 
parts of the Mogul’s empire : a people v/ho have had, 
from time immemorial, fettlements to the north of 
Delly, great part of which they ftill poffefs, though 
fo great were the numbers that were driven out from 
thence, by Aurenzeb, that he employed above 
twenty years in fruitlefs endeavours to reduce them 
in their new fettlements in the mountainous parts of 
the Deckan. 

They have had continued wars ever fince, v/ith 
all the Moguls, Soubahs and governors, and made 
innumerable treaties of peace with them, which they 
never obferve any longer than they think it their in> 
tereft. They have themfelves had ftrange internal re- 
volutions ; and what is moft ftrange, the prefent go- 
verning men among them are Bramins or priefts, 
hated by the tiue Marattas, but followed by them 
for pay. 

Their Raja, or Prince, is facred: and they hold 
that he ought to be a kind of idol, ftiut up and fed 
at the public expence, and the executive power lodg- 
ed in fome other branch of his family, at leaft, fuch 
has been the eftablilhment on the Malabar coaft : but 
this was fubverted by the ufurpation of the two Bra- 
mins, the one called Peelagee, and the ocher Budge- 
row. Peelagee governed Guzarat, and Budgeiow the 
country to the fouthward. His fon, who fucceeded 
him, is known by his name Balazerow, on the Co- 
romandel coaft : On the Malabar he is called the 
Nanna, for that is the title by which the adiiing head 
pf the government and general of the foi ces is dif- 
tinguifhed. The nominal Prince, or the idol, as he 
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been defcnbed, is ftiled Ram Raja, Mar Raja, and Saha 1755. 
Raja. All thefe names, indifcriminately ufed 'and 
ftrangely fpelt, occafion no fmall difficulty to the 
reader, who is here alfo defired to take notice, that 
though all writers fpeak of Sattaarah as the capital 
of the Marattas country, the refidence of the Bta- 
min their fovereign is * Poona, where all the bufinefs 
of the government is carried on. 

What proves that they have formerly been pow- 
erful over all the Mogul’s empire, though now dif- 
united, is the univerfal acknowledgment of the 
Chont, or tribute pad to them of a fourth of the re- 
venues of every Raja or governor. This they ftili 
colledt in all parts, taking what they can get of it 
in ready money, and leaving the ballance iii*arrear, 
which wid ferve them at leaft as a pretence for ano- 
ther incurfion, whenever they want employment for 
their troops. 

It may feem ftrange that thefe Marattas, who are 
Bramins, and fo ftridl obfervers of the Gentou reli- 
gion and the tenets of the Tranfmigration of fouls, 
that they will never kill the moft offenfive animals 
that crawl about them, fhould, without any Icruple, 
eagerly employ their fabres to thedeftrudion of their 
fellow-creatures. The falvo for this extraordinary 
contradidion is a device of their priefts, who, by the 
facrffice of a Buffalo, with many myfterious and en- 
thufiaftick ceremonies, abfblve their warriors from 
the reftndions which bind the vulgar. 

It Ihould be here obferved, that the Marattas, 
mentioned fo often in the Narrative, were only a 
bedy of horfe, freebooters, who alternately took the 

* Poona IS about a hundred miles eaft-fouth-eafi: of Bombay. 

D’Anvjlle fays, the fituation of Sattaarah .s not alcei tamed, and 
iherelore he has not putif in hjs mar, 

pay 
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pry of the higheft bidder. They were fuch as Mo* 
i/row had picked up to follow his fortunes, and till 
he attempted to make himfelf independent, they had 
BO iettled habitation, and no profelTion but war, if 
it may be called a profelTion where they have neither 
£xt nor diicipline, and yet they are formidable to the 
l^oors, who carryii^ fuch numerous and incum- 
bered armies to the field, aie the eafier harrafied, and 
even ftarved by them. For thefe pillagers, conti- 
jiaally galloping round the conniry, cut off the con- 
n 0)'S, and as moft of their parties carry with them 
neither b^gage, nor provifions, they eafily elude 
all purfuit, and in an inftant retire to their faftnefles, 
or even, if occafion requires, to their own country. 
They ude a hardy hcafe inured to fatigue, and for 
the moft pare fed with ftanding corn. The common 
men have no cloatbing but a tuiban on their head, 
and a fafh round their waift : inftead of a faddiethey 
ufe fuch a kind of pad as is recommended by Mar- 
ihal Saxe. Truly formidable with their fabres, they 
arc fatal to troops that are once broke. 

The Marattas, though not without trade and ma- 
nufadlure^, have pnncipally enriched thcmfelves, by 
obliging the wealthy and more refpedlable poweis, 
their neighbours, to be tributary to them, it will 
naturally be afked, why do the opulent ftates fiib- 
mit to be tributary ? and what fecuiity have they 
that thefe licentious plunderers will abide by their 
agreements, and not contiaually encroach upon 
them, and raife their demands'^ The leafon is 
plain : it is lefs expenfive, and a lighter tax upon 
trade, to agree to fome cei tain payment, than to 
engage in the unknown expence of armies, to fiee 
themfelves tiom fo iiiegular a foe : and as to greater 
exadhions, if the Chief has once fettled the Clom, 
he will hardly venture to ftruggle for more, as the 
money agreed on goes into his own pocket ; and 

were 
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were he to proceed to the more violent method of 1755. 
compulfion, by invading the country, the fpoil 
would all become the property of his troops, under 
the article of plunder, and his own (hare would come 
very fliort of the fum ftipulated 5 befides, they have 
the prudence to confider, that a country ravaged by 
their troops, will produce neither tribute nor plunder 
again for fome time. 

They are a deftrudive foe and an unferviceable 
friend. They ruin their enemies by burning their 
country, and their allies by their avaricious demands 
for money. Inftead of meriting their pay, which 
they might eafily do after a defeat, by cutting off 
all the broken troops, they fly to the camp, where 
every man procures a good burden for h's horfe, and 
walking on foot, drives him away loaded with the 
fpoil. 

Such has been, in a great meafure, the ftate of 
the Maratta people ; but about this time it will ap- 
pear, that they entertained vaiious defigns of ex- 
tending their territories in feveral parts of the coun- 
try, and alfo on the fea coaflr. They took large dif- 
trifts from the Viceroy of the Deckan, marched to 
Delly and made a Mogul, and after driving out An- 
gria by our flrength, beat the Portugueze by their 
own. They had generals who let up for themfelves 
in the remote countries that they had conquered, and 
were giving fome other indications of their return, 
from a vagabond Lfe of rapine and diforder, to a 
more fettled fyflera of policy. 

Of all the Piinces of the Deckan, there are none 
fo free fiom the faults of the country as the Nabob 
Mahomed Alice Cawn j having always experienced 
the invariable fnendfhip of the Englifh, he has been 
taught tlie true value of honour and conftancy, and 

throughout 



30 ? TRANSACTIONS 

j y throughout his conduft, manifefted uncommon grati- 

tude and fidelity to his engagements. The fums we 
had expended in the fupport of his caufe, inttead of 
raifing in him the expeftation of being farther bur- 
thenfome to us, lay like a heavy weight upon his 
mind 5 and the diftrefs he was m for money, with 
the impoffibility of paying any confiderable part of 
his debt to the Company, vifibly affedfed his health : 
his brothers who accompanied him, having a fepa- 
rate command, would each of them keep up as ma- 
ny attendants, and as large an expence as the Nabob 
himfelf. Exhaufted by this unneceflary profufion, 
he was not able to furnifh the workmen and mate- 
rials With which he had engaged to fiipply our engi- 
neers for compleating their fortifications, nor even 
to find money for his own troops to pret'ent them 
from difbanding. Upon confideration of this ftate 
of the Nabob’s affairs, it was prudently detei mined 
to take an exadt account of his revenues, which were 
mortgaged to the Company, in order to judge what 
fums might be adiually forth-coming for their nfe, 
after a due proportion fliould be allotted for the, 
maintenance of himfelf, and the fupport of his dig- 
nity. 

It was at the fame time recommended to him, to 
fettle as foon as poffible at Arcot, his capital, with 
all his family, as well to fave expence, by reducing 
their feveral retinues to one houfhold, as for the cre- 
dit of his government. But it was of great copfe- 
quence 10 his revenues, before he left the countries 
of Mudura and Tinevelly, v/hich ufed to produce an 
immenfe income, to coilecl: the tribute which had not 
been paid during the troubles, and alfo to induce 
the feveral Polygars, and all fubordinate governors 
to acknowledge the Nabob’s light, by receiving 
grants from him for the countries they held under 
his government. 


It 
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It was neceffary on this, as on all other occafions, j 
to have at hand a fufficient force; for in this coun- 
try, we are to look upon an army as a proper for- 
mality ufually attending a meflage to a friend, a 
fubjed, or an enemy. From thefe confiderations, 
an expedition was ordered into the Madura and 
Tinevelly countries to colled the revenues, under 
the command of Alexander Heron, lieutenant colo- 
nel m his Majefty’s fervice, and major of the Com- 
pany’s forces, attended by Mr. Maunfell, to ad to- 
gether with the Nabob’s Vakeel, (or agent) as com- 
milTarics for the adminiftration of the monies receiv- 
ed. Colonel Heron, the latter end of January 1755, 
marched to Manaper, a village about thirty miles 
from Trichinopoly. Soon after his ariival, he was 
joined by the Vakeels of four neighbouring Poly- 
gars, who came to fettle their accounts, promifing 
foon to pay the ballances that were due ; they alfo 
figned a paper, acknowledging themfelves under the 
Nabob’s government, independent of any other 
power whatfoever ; and that they enjoyed their lands ‘ 
in right of his grants only. At the fame rime the 
Nabob received letters of the like purport from the 
three principal men in the Madura and Tinevelly 
countries. But upon the return of the officers, one 
of the four Polygars, by name Lachynaig, who had 
paid part of his tribute, and given , a bill for the 
reft, refufed to pay the remainder ; wherefore, at the 
inftance of the Nabob, colonel Heron, on the loth 
of February, moved with the army clofe to a fort, 
which was one of the barriers of his country. All 
that day a^d the next he endeavoured, both by lair 
means and threats, to make him comply, but could 
get no fatisfadory anfwer. He then determined to 
attack the fort the next morning, in which he fuc- 
ceeded with little lofs : and alfo the fame day took 
another fort, which gave him poffeffion of all the 
country of that Polygar, except the tops of the hills. 
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1755- ’'’''here the inhabitants had taken fhelter. In thefe tvio 
Wv^ affairs he loft fourteen fepoys and fome few colleries. 

Here the Nabob left colonel Heron, and his bro- 
ther Mauphus Cawn accompanied him in the expe- 
dition. The roads were exceffive bad through the 
woods for the carriage of the heavy cannon. Some 
breaft-works thrown up in the narrow paftes, were 
abandoned on the army’s nearer approach, though 
not tili part of the fepoys had given their fire, which 
was returned, but without any effed. Beyond the 
woods was a ftone-fort, which, had it been quite 
finifhed, would have been of confiderable ftrength 
for that part of the country. The Madura people 
who were fortifying it, abandoned it immediately. 
There was found in this fort fome grain, ammuni- 
tion, and four pieces of cannon. The colonel left 
fome troops in poffeffion, and advanced towards the 
town of Madura ; upon which the garrifon retired a 
.little farther into the country, to a fmall fort, whi- 
ther they carried their moft valuable effeds, and mi- 
litary ftores. The greater part of the inhabitants re- 
mained, and feemed very well fatisfied with the 
change of government. Being then the feafon for 
gathering in the grain, and colleding the revenues, 
it was rrfolved to quarter the army there. Madura 
is a ftrong Indian town, cncompaffed with a wall like 
Trichinopoly, but being of much greater extent, 
would require a very large garrifon to defend it. 

Colonel Heron, having wrote circular letters to 
all the neighbouring Polygars, as wtli as to the peo- 
ple of Tinevelly, marched for the fort to which 
Myana, the late governor of Madura, had retired. 
It was a ftrong Pagoda, which he had fortified in 
the beft manner he could, but on the expedation of 
an attack, he and all his horfe fecured themfelves by a 
timely retreat, and carried with him his elephants, 

camels. 



the Coaft of C O R O M A N D E L; Ytf 

camels, treafure, and the greatefl: part of his valu- j 
able effefe ; he left a few fepoys to‘ defend the fort, 
who fired very brifkly for fome time, but on our 
returning it with cannon and fmall arms, they fur- 
rendered. Here w'ere found tlixce brafi and iron can- 
non, a number of Malabar guns, and a great quan- 
tity of ammunition. After taking two other Imall 
forts, the army marched for TineveJIy, and arrived 
th^ 25th ; fome of the Polygars came in, others 
fent their Vakeels to fettle every thing amicably. 

Thf greatefl: difficulty arofe from the good inclina- 
tions of the Polygar of Marava. Ide offered a fiee 
paffage through his country for the Enghfh troops, 
employed his inteieft with the other Polygars, and 
fent his brother, who advanced within five miles of 
the army, with three thoufand men and fome pieces 
of cannon, tendering his fervice, and preffing us to 
make fettlements in his country. The news of this 
caufed fo great a jealoufy, and worked upon the King 
of Tanjore and Tondeman, in fuch a manner, that 
they fent a protefl againft our treating with the Ma- 
layan, and even raifed forces, and were adtualiy 
inarching into his country; Monagee, it feems, 
while out of favour, had received fome perfonal af- 
fronts fiom the Maravar : this might be in fade the 
infuperable difficulty ; but the reafon given out was 
the fnendfliip that had fubfifled between the Mara- 
var and the Maifforeans ; but at this cnticnl time, 
the very fear of the Maiiforean was a reafon for lee- 
ting all prefent jealoufies fubfide : therefore ail en- 
deavours to mollify the King of Tanjore and Toncie- 
man being vaki, orders were difpatched to colonel 
Heron, to break off all further treaty with the M.i- 
ravar. 

At the fame time, advice being received of the 
approach of Salabatzing, witfi Mr. de Buffy, the 

army 
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1755- ordered to return as foon as poffibletO 

v„rv->w> Trichinopoly. The news of Saiabatzing’s march was 
true, but it had not the confequence that was ap- 
prehended; for he entered MailSbre, where he levi- 
ed the revenues of that rich province, and returned, 
carrying with him fifty-two I^ack of roupees. Meffis. 
de Bufly and Law were both with him ; the latter 
made a demand in the name of the French Compa- 
ny for feven lack for the lofs he had fuftained when 
he was taken in Seringam. The money was refufed, 
and at Mr. de Bufiy’s requeft, Mr. Law defifted from 
his demand. 

Colonel Heron had very little advanced the com- 
pany’s affairs by his conduct at Madura and Tinevelly. 
The monies he colledted did not amount to the 
charges of the expedition, and the terror of his arms 
was fo little refpeded in the country, that Myana, the 
late governor of Madura, having cut off a party 
that was fent to furprize him, had the boldnefs to 
come to the very gates of Tinevelly while the army 
was there, and plunder the villages round. The 
colonel having received his orders, fee out the 2 2d 
of May, and in his way, at the defire of Mauphus 
Cawn, invefted a fort, which for want of heavy 
cannon, he was obliged to leave and continue his 
march to Madura, where he arrived the 21ft of 
May, He left it the 28th, and calling at Colgud- 
dy Pagoda, feized a large number of religious 
images, and demanded five thoufand roupees for 
their ranfom, which being refufed, he put them 
into his tumbrils, and was carrying them off. The 
Colleries were eafily inftigated by the Bramins to 
refcue their gods ; and taking the opportunity when 
the baggage was palTing fome ftrong defiles in the 
Natam woods, they rufhed from the thickets in 
great numbers, recovered their idols, deftroyed 
feveral carriages, ftabbed a hundred bullocks, killed 

fome 



ontheCoaft of C O R O M A N D E L. ii3 

fome men, and carried off a quantity of baggage. ^ 

The army purfued their march, without any thing ^ 
farther to be lemarked, till they reached Tiichino- 
poly the 6th of June. Colonel Heron was tried by 
a court martial ior mifcondud in this expedition. It 
was proved that he had given in faile accounts, had 
fecreted pai i of the money received, and for this pur- 
pofe, inftead of colleding the revenues in concert 
with Mr. Maunfel, had entered into a private agree- 
ment with the Nabob’s brother, Maiiplius Cawn, 
and farmed out the countries to him at hall their va- 
lue, not paying a regard to the inftiudlions fent him 
by the N abob himfelf. 

Trichinopolv being looked upon as the ttiain 
fecurity for the Nabob’s debt, colonel Heron was or- 
dered to leave there a garrifon of five hundred men, 
under the command of major Kilpatrick. Nande- 
rauze, the Maifforean general, who lay encamped 
near the town, was continually praftifing every kind 
of ftratagem, and contriving the moil: chimerical de- 
figns to make himfelf matter of it. He employed a 
Bramin in the town, who conftantly fent him intelli- 
gence, and gained him fome friends in tlie place, and 
having prepared four hundred ladders, and concert- 
ed every thing for an efcalade in the night, he made 
a propofal to Mr. De Sauffay,, commander of the 
French at Seringam, to join him in the attempt. 

Mr. De Sauffay, exprefJing his fenfe of fo treache- 
rous a proceeding m the time of a fufpenfion of 
arms, Nanderauze urged him with repeated foheita- 
tions, and even offered him three lack of roupees, 
provided he would feign a quarrel, march off, and 
thereby leave him at liberty to purfue his defigns. 

Mr. De Sauffay having reje&d theft offers with dif- 
dain, was foon after informed by a friend he had m 
that general’s councils, that in caft of his refufal, 
the next projefl: v/as to furpnze the French, and en- 

I deavour 
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1755. to cut them off. He wrote to major Kilpa- 

crick to fend him a crufty ptrfon, to whom he com- 
municated ihe whole, and moreover alluied him, 
that in call the 2 v 5 auTorean ni.*de any motion towards 
the town, he wmuld immediately attack his rear, and 
make a fignal. on the fight of which the major 
might fally, and put the Cinemy between tvm fires. 

While the French and E»i?lifh chiefs were in- 
terchanging ihcir afiliiances of mutual affiftance 
againfi this Indian pulifieian, he fuddenly decamp- 
ed and hafieneci his maich heme, not altogether, as 
fome imagined, fiom difiippointment, but rather 
from having leceived accounts of the march of Sala- 
baiang :ov/drv.;3 hiS country. Soon after his return, 
he fiinvd up a rebellion, which threw the kingdom 
of MaiCbre into conlufion. 

T KE enemy being removed, and no farther ob- 
flacie remaining to delay the neceffary meafure of 
conduiStmg the Nabob to his capital, a proper effort 
was ordered • and captain Policr having prepared 
tvtiy thing lor that purpofe, they began their march 
the pth of July, and proceeding in the flow manner 
which the' burthenfome pomp of eafiern ftate muft 
always occafion, anived at Condor, and forded the 
Cauvery on the 16th. They halted the next day, 
and Monagee, with a numerous tiain, paid the Na- 
bob a vifit. At this interview, the ftrongeft protefta- 
tions of an inviolable fnendfiiip were made on both 
fides. Monagee allured the Nabob, moft paiticu- 
larly, fiom the King of Tanjore, that he would ne- 
ver forfake him, and had five thoufand horfe ready 
at his order, if he needed them in the Arcot country. 
The Nabob having thanked Monagee for the pro- 
mifed aids and for his love and friendfhip, which he 
always lelied on, at the fame time whifpered captain 
Polier in Englifli, ’Its all a Us. The captain took 
' up 
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up the difcouife, affuiing Monagee that the Englifii, I'JSS’ 
as they had hitherto conllanrly lupported the Nabob, v 
would continue rheir pi oiedion to him, as alfo their 
fnendlhip inviolably with the King of fanjote, lb 
long as he lemained firm to the Nabob Nlonagee 
declared the King of > 4 auToie had olfcieJ his King 
fixty lack ol loupees, prov*dc:d he would forfake the 
Nabob, but he rejeded the propofal. With a few 
more civilitiei,, and fome ullful orders about provi- 
ficns, Monagee concluded his vifit. 

The Nabob continuing his march, arrived within 
a mile of Aicor the tpth of Augull, where he re- 
folvecl to wait fir a lucky day to make his entry into 
the city. Hcie he was met by colonel Lawrence, 

Mr. Palk, and Mr. Walfh, deputed to invite him 
to Madrafs. Fie leadily conlented, and at the fame 
time dclired thole gentlemen to mention aloud at his 
Duibar, that now tl.e army was arrived there, the 
Polygars and his other tributaries Ihould be firil in- 
vited to fettle accounts, and pay ofl' their ai rears, but 
that if they did pot comply without delay, they 
fhould be forced to it. As they weie fcnfible this 
mull have a good efted, they took an opportunity 
of doing it at a full afiembly, in which, among 
the left, Abdiel Vahob Cawn, and the governor 
of Yelluure’s Yakeel were prelent. 

On the aift the Nabob made his entry into Arcot 
in a very fplendid marner, and the 30th he vifited 
Madrafs, and was received at the Company’s garden- 
houfe by the governor, the admiials Watlon and 
Focock, and moft of the gentlemen of the place. 

During his ftay there, the proper meafuies were con- 
certed for colieding his levenues, and towards the 
latter end of Odober he fet out for that purpofe, ac- 
companied by major Kilpatiick with a detachment 
ol thiee hundred Luropeans, and fifteen hundred fe- 

i 2 poys. 
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1755- P°y®) together with Mr. Perceval, who was appoinr- 
ed commiflary general for the company He was alfo 
to be prefent at every tranfaftion, it being agreed 
with the Nabob, that half the money to be coilefted 
from the feveral Polygars fhould be paid to himfelf, 
and the other half to the Company. 

To enter into an exaft detail of their proceedings 
with the feveral petty Polygars, would be very tire- 
fome and unmtcrefting to moft readers. Therefore, 
not to take up their time with a catalogue of un- 
couth names, which will never occur again in the 
lubfequent relation of thefe affairs, it fhall fuffice to 
fay, that from the 20th of Odlober to the end of the 
year 1755, the army was either encamped or in mo- 
tion about the diftridt of Arcot ; and that the Poly- 
gars and governors, in proportion to the remote- 
nefs or ftrength of their little forts, were more or 
lefs backward in fettling their accounts, and all dealt 
evalively. No hoftilicies weie however committed 
againft any of them, although it was a confiderable 
time before fome of them came to fuch terms as the 
Nabob would accept, and feveral held out beyond the 
end of the year ; but thofe being the leaft able to 
continue their oppofitiop, were left to be reduced by 
the forces of the Nabob. 

Mootis Allee Cawn having been mentioned in 
the Narrative, and his charadter difplay’d within a 
few pages, a particular detail of his condudt fliall 
here be given j as it will fully ferve to convey a ge- 
neral idea of the chicanery of all Afiatic governors, 
as well Moors as Indians, when called upon for the 
arrears of their tribute. 

This crafty politician having the mortification to 
find himfelf outwitted by Mr. Dupleix, addreffed 
himfelf to ifhe Nabob, who was then, it is to be ob- 
8 fcrved. 
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ferved, at a diftance, acknowledging his right, and 
•offering to fettle the tribute due from him for the 
diftrift of Velloure. He attefted the fmcenty of his 
intentions with his hand on the Alcoran, calling God 
and the Prophet to witnefs to his truth. But when 
the Nabob, upon his arrival at Arcot, fenc to claim 
the performance of thefe folemn engagements, it too 
plainly appeared, that they were meant only to amufe 
and deceive him : it was therefore thought neceflary 
to firike a terror into him for an example, as, both 
in riches and power, he was the moft confiderable of 
all the chiefs in the province. Accordingly, on the 
19 th of January, 1756, the army was reinforced with 
the grenadiers, and another company, with two 
eighteen pounders, was detached after them. Major 
Kilpatrick advanced within five miles of Velloure the 
30th ; and found it to be, as it had been reported, 
the flrongeil fort in the province. 

The next day the Governor of Madrafs received 
a letter from Mr. De Leyrir, difputing the Nabob’s 
right to Velloure, and threatning to oppofe all our 
proceedings-, and intelligence came, at the lame 
time, that a party of three hundred French and three 
hundred fepoys, were adually marching from Pon- 
dicherry. Thefe advices were difpatched the fame 
night to Major Kilpatrick, with direftions to con- 
tinue negotiations with Mootis Allee Cawn-, and, in 
cafe the French fhould adually approach, to fend a 
meffage to the commanding officer to retire, and if 
he fhould pay no regard to the meffage, but proceed 
to fuccour Velloure, or commit any difturbance in 
the Nabob’s diftri( 5 ls,.then to oppofe him by force. 
Major Kilpatrick had advanced within cannot fhot of 
the fort when thefe difpatches reached him ; and, 
during fcveral days that he remained in his encamp- 
ment treating with the Governor, different advices 
came of parties moving from Pondicherry and Villa- 

1 3 nour 
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nour to Gingee, and from thence, by the Chetteput 
road, towards Velloure. It was, therefore, to be 
apprehended, that the Governor might be prevailed 
on by the French to admit their troops, for the de- 
fence of his fort ; and thefe, if once admitted, it 
ivas lorefeen, would not be withdrawn again from fo 
valuable a poScffion. The Governor had fent his 
"i’akecl to Madrafs, where he was at this very time, 
to dcfire that fome Englilh gentleman might be fent 
to Velloiire, with power to iettle affairs amicably. 

The redudbton of thefort was now, by the inter- 
pofition of the French, rendered impradicable, and 
the flay of the army, with any other objeft but that 
of an accommodation, a ufelefs expence: it was 
therefore refolved to accede to the propofal of the 
Vakeel, and a proper perfon v^as accordingly deput- 
ed. While this meafure was prudently concerting at 
Madrafs, Mootis Allee Cawn, finding that our array 
remained clofe to his walls, notwithftanding ajl the 
motions of the French, agreed with major Kilpa- 
trick to pay one hundred thoufand pagodas, and 
twenty-five thoufand rcupees, for the removal of 
cur troops, defired to enter into friendfnip with us, 
and, by way of earneii, fent out twenty thoufand 
roupees. 

No fconer was this money paid, than Mootis Al- 
ice Cawn (informed by his Vakeel that a depuration 
v/as ordered on that very day) withdrew from h.s en- 
gagements ; and, perfuaded that he might compound 
for lefs than he agreed the day before to pay to ma- 
■jor Ki'patfifk, rcfuled the next day to comply with 
the. terms, .Whatever major Kilpatrick could urge, 
he would'; only anfwer, that, as a deputation was fent 
from 'Miidrafs, he Tnould not do bufinefs in any 
other wayiilddd "not- only perfifted obftinately in his 
refufal, bu.f 8atly denied his agreement made on the 
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9th of February.. The col'efled army of the french lyr^, 
iay, during ali this time, encamped between Gin- — 1 

gee and Chetteput, at the dif ance of about thirty- 
five miles from Velloure; n confified, accoidiny to 
the beft intelligence, of about fe^en hundrec’ Fie^ ch, 
and fifteen hundred fepoys It was t 'creforc thought 
advifeable to wait for an opportunity when the go- 
vernor might be in a more complying humour : and 
the event juftifiecl this prudent determination Major 
Kilpatrick, having remained near Velloure with the 
army till the 24th, and receiving no offers that he 
could accept, without eflablifhing a ptecedint ot the 
moft pernicious confequence, moved that day for 
Arcot, where he quarteied the troops. 

Moons Allee Cawn, after repeated evaflons 
and delays, at lafl put an end to this t.refoine nego- 
tiation by a compromife with the Nabob, and pay- 
ment in part, witnout militaiy compulflon ; but not 
before the beginning of Auguft, 1756 The fame 
fhuffiing condudl was pradliled, in a degree, by all 
the ieflier governors, who entrenched themfelves for 
a while in the feveral fortrefifes with which this coun- 
try abounds ; but, in their turn, they followed the 
example of Mentis AlleaCawn, in his compliance; 
as they had attempted to imitate him, according to 
their abilities, in his chicaneiy and refiftance. 

The Fleet having no other obj'edt during the 
truce, it was agreed to employ il in the rediicfion of 
a piratical Rate on the Malabar coafl, vihich had 
for a long time infefted the tiade of Bombay. Ad- 
miral Watfon undertook this expedition with the 
fame zeal which he fliewed on eveiy occafion for the 
fervice of his country, and the benefit of the Com- 
pany in the Indian feas. 

I 4 
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*755* Admiral had failed to Trincomalay the 6 th 

of April, chiefly to avoid the rifque of bad weather 
during that month. On the i ^th of May he return- 
ed to Fort St. David, where he remained three 
months, it being the windward port both to Madrafs 
and Pondicherry. He came to Madrafs on the 19 th 
of Auguft ; and fluling with the whole fquadron for 
Bombay the lOth of October, arrived there the loth 
of November. 


His force confided of the Kent, of fixty-four 
guns, captain Speke ; the Cumberland, of fixty-fix 
guns, captain Harrifon; the Tyger, of fixty guns, 
captain Latham the Salifbury, of fifty guns, cap- 
tain Knowler; the Bridgewater, of twenty guns, 
captain Mai tin 5 and the King’s-fifiier floop, of four- 
teen guns, captain Smith. Rear admiral Watfon’s 
flag was hoifted on board the Kent, and rear admi- 
ral Pocock’s in the Cumberland. 


For the better underftanding the purpofe of this 
expedition, it will be neceffary to explain the nature 
of the enemy they were going againft, and by what 
means a fmall neft of pirates, as they originally were, 
grew to a confiderable ftrength, and at laft became 
a little empire, like the piratical Hates of Baibary. 

About a hundred years fince, Conojee Angria, 
from a private Maratta, had been employed as a ge- 
neral and admiral, under the Saha Raja, in his wars 
with the Siddee, or Mogul’s admiral. Being after- 
wards made governor of Severndroog, upon the firft 
favourable opportunity, he ftized many of the veffels 
he had formerly commanded ; with thefe he began to 
commit ads of piracy, confining himfelf, however, 
to this ifland, till he had, by repeated fuccefles at 
fea, rendered himfelf more formidable. The Marattas 

were 
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were alarmed, but had no means of getting at him 
in his iOand, he having now taken the greateft part 
of their fleet. They therefore built three forts upon 
the main, within lefs than point-blank Ihot of his 
little tenitory, which was a fmall, locky, well-forti- 
jSsd ifland, of about one mile in circumference. By 
means of thefe torts rhey hoped to reduce him to 
obedience ■, but he having the fea open, and being 
much fuperior to his countrymen in ikill and brave- 
ry, attacked and took feveral of their fca ports, and 
at length carried his conquefts from Tamana to Raja- 
pore on the fea coafts ; an extent of country of near 
flxty leagues in length, in which are feveral commo- 
dious harbours. He alfo poffefled himfelf of a great 
part of the inland country, in fome places for twenty 
miles back, and in others thirty ; fecuring it to him- 
felf by building little forts, upon fuch eminences as 
commanded the narrow pafles and defiles. His fuc- 
ceflbrs ftrengthening themfelves continually, by en- 
gaging every defperate fellow they could feduce from 
the European fettlements, grew to be fo powerful, 
that the Marattas thought proper to agree to a peace 
with them, on condition that they fhoukl acknow- 
ledge the fovereignty of the Raja, and pay him an 
annual tribute. Being matters of thecoaft, they 
made many confiderable captures on the feas. From 
the Englifli Eaft India company ( befides vellels of 
left note) they took the Darby, richly laden, from 
Europe, with one hundred and fifty men; and alfo 
the Reftoration armed fhip, of twenty guns and two 
hundred men, fitted out purpofely to cruize againfl; 
them. They took alfo, from the French, the Ju- 
piter, of forty guns, with four hundred flaves on 
Ijoard ; and had the prefumption to attack commo- 
dore Lifle, in the Vigilant of fixty four guns, the 
Ruby of fifty guns, and feveral other fhips m com- 
pany, when the commodore was leaving the Malabar 
coaft. 
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j 755. The Dutch too iufFcrtd in their turn ; and, about 
twenty years ago, in refentment, fent feven armed 
fhips irom tatavia, and two bomb-veffels, with a 
number of land forces, and attacked Genah, but 
without fuccefs. Angria growing more and more 
powerful, could brook no kind of fubjedtion, and 
at length threw off his allegiance to the Marattas. 
Upon this he received fome remonftrances and threats 
from the Nanna; but w'as fo far from regarding 
them, that he ordered the ears and nofes of the am- 
baffadors who brought them to be cut off, in con- 
temjjt of their Prince and his authority. Exafperated 
at this infult, the Marattas meditated his ruin, and 
repeatedly applied to the Governor and Council 'at 
Bombay, for the affiftance of their marine force to 
exaipate him. 

, The piracies of all the fucceffors of Angria, who 
being of his family, ftill bore the fame name, greatly 
annoyed not only the natives both by fea and land, 
but a fo all European and Moors fhips, going down 
thatcoaft As they put the Eaft India company to 
a continual expence in keeping a marine force at 
Bombay, to proteft their own and allEnghfh country- 
Ihips, the deftrudtion of fo troublefome a neighbour 
had been the objeif of the government of Bombay 
for near fifty \ears, and immenfe fums had been ex- 
pended on expeditions which hitherto had all proved 
fruitlefs. Commodore Matthews, in 172?, with 
his fquadron and afmall Poituguefe army, joined the 
Bombay 1 md and fea forces in an expedition againft 
a fort called Coiabley, but this was defeated by the 
treachery, or rather cowardice of the Portuguefe, who 
patched up a peace with Angria ; and the fhips and 
troops returned to Bombay, except the Shoreham 
man of war, who had her bottom beat out on the 
rocks. In the year 1751, commodore Lifle being 
at Bombay, the Governor propofed to him the re- 

dudtion 
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duftion of Geriah; which he pi omifcd ro attempt, lyr,^. 
as the Nanna had engaged to attack the place by 
land, but a rupture between the Moors at Auien- 
gabad and the Nanna, happened at that time, which 
put a Hop to the enterpnze. The Goveinor being 
thoroughly perfuaded that the moll: efieflual way of 
deftroying Angiia, would be by the afGftance of the 
Marattas, kept up aflnft fnendlhip with the Nanna, 
who affured him that he fbould be joined by a power- 
ful army as foon as evei a Icheme could be agreed 
on for the recuclion of f' ngria’s forts on the coaft. 

Upon thefe affurances, a treaty with the Marattas 
was concluded, and articles were figned by the Nanna 
on his part, and by the Governor of Bombay on that 
of the company. 

While this treaty was in agitation, an event hap- 
pened which Ihewed the necellity of canying it into 
immediate execution. In February 1754, Angria’s 
fleetattacked thiee Dutch fhips, one of fnty, one of 
thirty- fix, and one of eighteen guns ; burnt the two 
former together with three of his own vefiels, and took 
the latter. Upon this fuccefs he grew infolent, and 
having built feveral vefiels and fee upon the flocks two 
Ihips, one of which was ro carry fort} guns, he boaft- 
ed that he fliould foon be fupenor to whatever could 
be brought againli him in the Indian feas. In the 
year 17515, at a time w’hen me grtatefl part o’' the 
company’s forces were abfen: -n lei vice, the Ma- 
ratras notified that they weie th- oifi ol'ed to join in 
the neceflary bulnels of humbling this common ene- 
my, fo formidable to the whole M?Jab..i coaft Com- 
modore James, who 'xus commander in chief of 
their marine foice in India, being then at Bombay, 
failed on the 2 A of March, in the f'rotedlor of forty- 
four guns, with the - v a’low o*’ fixuen guns, . nd the 
Viper and Tiaunph bomb vefich'., b“ing all the force 
that could be coiledled together at thut time. 

The 
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The next day he faw off Rajapore fcven fail of 
Angria’s grabs, and eleven gallivats, and chafed 
them to the fouthward ; and the day after, the Marat - 
tas’s fleet came out of Choule, and joining the com- 
modore with feven grabs and fixty gallivats, proceed • 
ed to Commoro bay, where they landed, and trifled 
away thirty hours ; for it is ufual with them to land 
frequently, as they are prohibited by their religion to. 
eat on board, and alfo enjoined wafliing, and other 
ceremonies, which can only be performed on Ihore, 
Landing again the next day, they received intelli- 
gence that Angria’s fleet was in the harbour of Se- 
verndroog. The commodore at length brought up 
his dilatory affociates *, and immediately upon his ap- 
proach, which was on the 29th, Angria’s fleet flipt 
their cables, and run out to fea, the gallivats towing 
their larger veflfels. This gave them a great advan- 
tage over our ihips, as there was little wind. The 
chafe continued from break of day till the afternoon ; 
and it was obfervable, that our friends the Marattas, 
who being light, and built floaty for failing large 
and in light gales, and who had, during all the 
preceding days, failed better than any of our veffels, 
were now all aftern, while their countrymen fhewed 
a dexterity in their flight, which we could not but 
admire. They threw out every thing to lighten their 
veffels with amazing induflry and readinefs, and 
fpreading all the fails they could crowd on the yards, 
they faftened to the flag-ftaves their garments, quilts, 
and even their turbans extended to catch every breath 
of air, By this manoeuvre they gained their point, 
and drew the commodore fo far from his ftation, that 
be was obliged to give over the chafe and return to 
Severndroog. 

_ The fortrefs, which bore that name, was fituated 
on an ited j^jifhin mufket-flbot of the main land, 
with no .more two fathom and a half in the 

frith. 
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frith. It is ftiongly, but not regularly fortified ; the 
greateft part of the works being cut out of the fohd 
rock, and the reft built with ftones ten or twelve feet 
fquare; on the baftions were fifty-four guns. The 
largeft of the forts on the main land is called Fort 
Goa, built in the fame manner, with large fquare 
flones, and mounting forty guns. The other two 
mounting above twenty guns each, were conflrudled 
in a lefs artificial manner, with ftones of an irregular 
ftiape. 

On the ad of April, the commodore began to 
cannonade and bombard the ifland fort; but finding 
the walls on the fide where he firft made his attack, 
of extraordinary ftrength, for they were fifty feet 
high and eighteen thick, he moved his ftation fo as 
to reach Fort Goa with his lower deck guns, while 
he plyed Severndroog with his upper tier. About 
noon, the north-eaft baftion of the latter, and part 
of the parapet were laid in ruins, when a fliell fet 
fire to the houfes, which the garrifon were prevent- 
ed from extinguifhing by the inceflant fire from the 
round tops. The wind being northerly, communi- 
cated the fire all over the fort ; one of their maga- 
zines blew up, and a general conflagration enfued. 
A multitude of men, women, and children, running 
out on the farther fide of the ifland, embarked m 
boats, but were moft of them taken by the Swal- 
low, who was ftationed to the foutliward to prevent 
any fuccours from being thrown into the ifland on 
that fide. The commodore then turned all his fire 
on Fort Goa ; and after a fevere cannonade, the ene- 
my hung out a flag of truce ; but the Governor, 
with fome chofen fepoys, crofted over to Severn- 
droog, which was entirely evacuated upon the blow- 
ing up of their fecond and grand Magazine, The 
Governor was now in pofleffion of the ifland fort, 
and the commodore of the other three ; from whence 

he 
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he kept a imart fire on Severndroog. The Gover- 
nor truPang to the natural ftrengih of the place, 
was refolved to maintain it till he fhould receive luc- 
cours faom Dabul As this appeared from all his 
anfwers to the fummons and mcifages that weie fent 
him, a number of ft amen weie landed, under cover 
of the fire from the finps and the fhoie, who refo- 
lutely ran up t > the gates and be.ng determined to 
carry their point, with their axes, cut open the gate 
of the filly pot t, and piocured an entrance with very 
little lofs. 

C'N the 8th of t-'pill, the commodore anchored 
o.T Bancote (now called Fort Vidloria) the moll; 
r 01 them port of any tonlequence of all Angna’s 
vomiuions, wh.ch llirrendered the next day upon 
a fummons 1 his place the Eafi-Intha Company, 
having the free confent of the Marattas, have fince 
rakeii into their hands, as it is a good harbour, and 
the'-e is a great trade for fak and ocher goods, which 
are lent to th.it poit from Bombay •, and what is full 
mere cfreptiai, the countiy about it abounds with 
cattle, v/hich are inuch wanted for the ufe of the 
garnfon and fqaadron at Bombay. Of all provifions, 
beef is the moffc difficult to be piocured from any 
past of the continent; for, excepting Rajapoie, 
which joins to Bancote, and is pofiefied by Maho- 
metans (being the port of the S.ddee) the coaft is all 
inhabited by GerAoos, who nevei kill any living 
C) eature ; and as they venerate the cow, are particu- 
larly foibid by their religion to fuffei the death of 
any kind of cattle. As all other places were by trea- 
ty to be given up to the Marattas, the commo- 
dore caufed the Englilh. flag, which had been hoifted 
on all the forts for a few days, to be fiiuck on the 
1 1 th, and delivered them to be garrifoned by the 
Marattas. On the 14th he anchored at Dabul, with 
an ntenuon to attack that place; but next morning 

received 
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received orders to return to Bombay, as the feafon 
was thought to be too far advanced for him to at- 
tempt any thing farther. 

The fquadron under the command of rear admiral 
Watfon, arrived at Bombay in November follow- 
ing : While they were cleaning and repairing, com- 
modore James in the Protedor, and the Revenge 
and Bombay frigates under his command, was fcnt 
to reconnoitre Genah, the capital of Angna’s domi- 
nions, and to found the depths of water at the en- 
trance of the harbour , which fervice he performed, 
and returned to Bombay the laft of December. The 
admiral then fent the Bridgewater and King-fi&cr 
floop, and fome of the company’s armed ftiips, to 
cruize off that port, who weie joined on the 27th of 
January, 1756, by commodore James in the Pio- 
tedor, and Guaichan frigate, and remained on this 
ftation till the iith of Febiuary, when the admiral 
and the whole fquadron arrived. 

Upon the appearance of the Englifh fleer, An- 
gria, who had flattered himfelf that he fhould never 
fee fo large a force upon the coaft, was terrified to 
fo great a degree, that he abandoned his foit in 
hopes of purchafing his peace with the Marattas. 
They knew how to make their advantage of his pre- 
fent fituanon and perturbation of mind, and imme- 
diately turned their thoughts to the riches of their 
pnfoner -, for as luch they then confidered him ; and 
that they might folely pofTcfs the plunder of the 
place, infifted on his fending an order to his brother, 
who was left in command, to put them in pofleflion 
of the fort. The admiral having information of theG 
clandeftine proceedings, fent a fummons the next 
morning to the fort ; and receiving no anfwer, he 
weighed in the afternoon, and flood in to the har- 
bour in two divifions, the Bridgewater leading that 
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I755‘ Majefty’s Ihips in the following order: Bridge- 
water, Tyger, Kent, Cumberland and Salifbury, 
with the Protedior of forty guns, belonging to the 
Eaft-India Company. The King-fifher led thofe of 
the Company, confifting of the Revenge, Bombay 
Grab, and Guardian frigates the Drake, Warren, 
Triumph, and Viper bomb-ketches. As foon as 
the fhips were properly placed, they began fuch a 
fire as foon filenced both the batteries and the grabs. 
A- bout four o’clock a (hell was thrown into the Re- 
ftoration, an aimed fhip taken by Anglia fome time 
ago from the Eaft-India Company, which fet her on 
fire ; and very foon after his whole fleet fliared the 
fame fate. In the night the admiral landed all the 
troops, under the command of colonel Chve, fuf- 
pedting the enemy would endeavour to let -in the 
Marattas ; which fuppofition was verified by a de- 
ferter, who informed Mr. Watfon, that Angriahad 
fent orders to his brother, who commanded the 
garrifon, on no account to fuffer the Englilh to corne 
in. The next morning the admiral fent a melTage 
to the commandant, declaring, that if he did not, 
in an hour's time, deliver up the place, and let the 
Englifh march in, the attack fhould be renewed, 
and he muft then expedf no quarter. In anfwer tO' 
this, he defired a ceflation ’till the next morning} 
giving for a reafon, that it was not in his power to 
deliver up the place without Angria’s permiffion, 
which he was only waiting for. 

These were apparently trifling pretences to gain 
time, and to wait for an oppoitunity of giving the 
Marattas pofleflion of the place ; therefore the ad- 
miral renewed the attack about four in the after- 
noon, and in lefs than half an hour the garrifon 
flung out a flag of truce. It was then expedted that 
their colours fhould be hauled down, and our troops 
admitted : but as they did not comply with this de- 
mand, 
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ffiand, the admiral repeated the attack with fo ter- 
rible a fire, that the garrifon ciied out for mercy, 
which our troops were then near enough to hear dif- 
dnflly ; and foon after they took poffeC.on of the 
fort. 

The lofs on both fides was very inconfiderabls : 
our people found their iafety in their own bravery 
and fpint, and by driving the enemy from their 
v/orks with the brifknefs of their fire. The garrifon, 
having once abandoned the batter.es, wei e fife in the 
extraordinary height and thicknefs of their wails ; 
for all their ramparts which were not hewn out of 
the foiid rock, viere built of maffy ftone, at lead ten 
feet in length, laid endways ; fo that the greateft 
w^eight of metal made no impreffion, and would ne- 
ver have effecled a breach. It is evident, therefore, 
that the garrifon was fubdued by the very tenor of 
fo unufual a fire. 

There were found in the place upwards of two 
hundred guns, fix brafs mortars, and a very lar^^e 
quantity of ammunition of all kinds, and, in mo- 
ney and effeds, Aove one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand pounds 1 he grabs, which were burnt, confu' - 
ed of eight ketches, and onefhip, befides twoocheis 
which were building (one of which was to carry forty 
guns) and a confiderable number of fmall veffels 
called gallivats. 

CoLovEL Clive, with his troops on fhore, bloc- 
kaded the foil; and, at the fame time, by his pofi- 
tion, prevented the Marattas from getting poflifSon 
of the place in a dandeftme manner, this was prov- 
ed to be their dclign, by an offe- they made to the 
captains lluthanan and I'crbcs, of fiJty thoufanJ 
roupecs, if tiity would fuffer them to pafs their 
guard-, but th.y, rejecting the offer with mdigna- 

K tiCn, 
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1755. tion, difclofed it to colonel Clive: after which, the 
w-v---'Marattas found k as impoflible to elude the vigilance 
of the commander, as to corrupt the integrity of his 
officers. ' 

Soon after the fufpenfion of arms was agreed on 
and pubiifhed, Mr. Saunders made a complaint to 
Mr. Godeheu, defiring redrefs, on advice that Nan- 
derauze, the Maifibre geneial, had taken Tinevel- 
iy, was attacking Madura, and had flopped a quan- 
tity of our cloth. Mr. Godeheu immediately wrote 
to Nanderauze, requiring him forthwith to ceafe 
from all hoftilities, and warning him, withal, that, 
unlefs he readily confented to reftore every thing he 
had taken, he muft expeft to be compelled to it by 
every power that had any fenfe of juftice-, and that 
none of his allies could think it confiftent with their 
honour to fupport him in difturbing the prefent tran- 
quillity. 

At the fame time the King of Tanjore, infifting 
on the reftitution of fome countries which the Poly- 
gar of Marava had taken from him at the beginning 
of the war, was on the point of proceeding to hofli- 
lities ; but, by our intervention, 'the Polygar deli- 
vered up the countries, and fatisfied the King. 

Hh then demanded of Tondeman two fmall dif- 
tridfs, which he thought were unjuftly diflevered 
from his kingdom ; for his minifler Monagee, in 
confideration of his having been affifled in a favou- 
rite enterpnze by this Polygar, had formally made 
them over to him in the name of the King his maf- 
ter, without his confent or knowledge. Captain 
Caillaud was fent to learn the truth of this matter ; 
and alfo, if poffible, to reconcile the difference. 
He had firft an interview with Monagee, who con- 
fiffed to him, that he had privately made ufe of 

the 
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the feal and authority of the King, and had, for a 1755. 
3ong time, contiived to conceal this affair fiom him; '-ry 
but, upon being difgraced fome years 0nce, he iiad 
taken refuge with 1 ondeman, and then it was dif- 
covered : that, fince he had been reftored to favour, 
his maflcr had been perpetually urging him to en- 
deavour to regain thefe countries ; and th, refore, 
while the King’s jealoufy of Tondeman fubfifted, 
though he knew the diftrefs of the country in main- 
taining the troops be now kept on foot, it was un- 
fafe for him to difmifs them He then entreated, 

With tears in his eyes, that the Englifh would not 
forfake him, declaring, that his rtiin was inevitable, 
unlefs they would find fome way, for the prefent 
at leaft, to quiet the King’s impatience. 

This mediation, dextroufly rpanaged by captain 
Caillaud, who foon after had an interview with the 
King, ferved to prevent hoftihties for a time ; but 
all en''’eavours for an accommodation would have 
proved ineffedual, had not the want of money to 
equip the army for the field had the defired effeifi of 
maintaining peace. 

The Danes, fome time ago, afkedfrom the King 
of Tanjore an enlargement of their bounds, as part 
of their fort was wafhed down by the fea. Being 
refnfed their requeft, they marched with two hun- 
dred Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and fome 
Peons, and attacked two pagodas belonging to the 
King of Tanjore, about three miles from Tranque- 
bar. They took one, and attempted the other with- 
out fuccefs ; for a detachment of horfe and fepoys 
having arrived there from Tanjore, had attacked 
the Danes, killed them about forty men, and w’ound- 
cd an hundred more ; the reft efcaped to the other 
pagoda, v/h’.ch they were fouify.ng. 1 hefe difie- 
K 2 fences 
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I75<;. fences weie alfo referred to, and accommodated by, 
w*v^ Governor and Council of Madiafs. 

The tranquillity on one fide of the country, was 
no feturity to our extenfive concerns and interefts m 
other paits. A letter fiom Mr. De Leynt, fucccf- 
for to Mr. Godeheu, gave great concern to all who 
had at heart the ti ue commercial interefts of the fet- 
tlements, and the duration of the late treaty : but if 
the letters of Mr. De Leyiit were alarming, how 
much more was to be app. ehended from the conduft 
of M De Bufly, who was every day enlarging the 
valuable and extenfive pofiefRons which the French 
held in the north. It was now apparent, that the 
ufe they had been endeavouring to make of their in- 
fluence over the Viceroy, ever fince the riuce, was 
to acquire to themfelves the dominion of all the pio- 
vinces of the Deckan. They began to manifeft thefe 
intentions, by making fuch exorbitant demands of 
poffeffions from Salabatzing as might well alarm 
him. One, among ot 'crs, was, that they fhould 
be put in poflfcffion of the fort of Golconda. 

In order to fhew by what means this Important 
fortrefs was fived from falling into the hands of the 
French, who fddom give up a pome of this nature 
which they have once attempted, it will be neceflary 
to give a fliort account of one of thofe rtbellions 
which are fo fiequent in this country, that they aie 
feldom taken notice of but for their confequences. 

It was about this time that Morarow, the Ma- 
ratta freebooter, attempted to make himfelf indepen- 
dent, and to ftiengthen himielf in the fort of Sava- 
laore, by the con uirence of the Nabob of that dif- 
•' trifl:. Ballazerow, the chief of the Marattas, pre- 
pared to reduce him, as a rebel to that ftate, and ap- 
plied to the Governor of Madrafs for foine Englifti 

gunnel s, 
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gunners Before he cou’d receive an anfwer to his 
letter, Salabatzing, confidering alfo the Nabob of 
Savanore as a rebel, made it a common caufe and, 
joining Ballazerow, they foon obliged Moiarov/ to 
come out of the fort and make his lubmiffions ; not 
foigetting at the fame time, to call the Nabob of 
Savanore to account, for the protedion he had given 
him in his fort 

Thl French accompanied the Viceroy in this ex- 
pedition, and their affuming behaviour did notefcape 
the difct rning eyes of Ballazerow , who locking upon 
the French as a difgrace to the Viceroy, and a great 
obftrudion to all his own views, remonflrated to Sa- 
labatzing the danger and fhame which the influence 
of a handful of Europeans, thus arrogantly giving 
law to a great Prince, muft bring on his charader 
and government. 

Thf good council of Ballazerov/, as it came very 
opportunely for the prelervation of the fort of Gol- 
conda, was not thrown away. Salabatzing reprefent- 
ed the unreafonablenels of fuch a demand : he told 
M. De BulTy, that the court! ies which had been al- 
ready given him were more than fu.flicHnr for the pay 
and expences of h'S tioops, and defin’d to entertain 
th'“m no longe-- upon fuch extravagant terms M. 
De Bufly replied in a haughty file to this expoflu- 
lation. and only grew more prelTing in his demands, 
till Salabatzing w as oblig'-d to order him i.minediate- 
!y to return to Pondicherry. M. De Bufly was 
now under a neceflity of withd. awing h s forces-, and 
he began his march, as he piet. mied, for fv’affuli- 
patam, by the way of llyeirabad, the capital of Gol- 
eonda. 

Upo.m the departure of M. De Bufly, Salabatzing 
wrote to the Governor of Madrafs, requefling fome 
K 3 troops. 
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troops, to prevent the French from infulting him in 
his government. In the mean time, the French 
having committed fome difordcrs in the countries 
they were pafling through, the Viceroy detached a 
party of f'.'laratta horfe to keep near them on the 
road, and prevent further difturbances. M. De 
Buffy, however, arrived fafe at Hydrabad, and took 
post with his troops in a large houfe m the town, 
where he ha * mounted fome guns, and prepared to 
defend himfelf againft an attack. 

M. De Bussy had fecured a good flock of provi- 
flons of all forts, by plundering the Bazars : his 
force confifted of four hundied Europeans, and three 
or four hundred fepoys, and the French had embark- 
ed from Pondicherry four or five hundred men, to 
be landed at Maffulipatam, and to march from 
thence to fuccour M. De Buffy. I he march from 
Maffulapatam to Hydrabad may be reckoned about 
fifteen days. 

As the French had made fo large a draft from 
Pondicherry, there was the lefs danger to our iettle- 
ments of any enterprize from thence; therefore it 
was agreed, that about four hundred Europeans, 
including the train of attillery, and four hundred fe- 
poys, might be fent with fafety to the affiftance of 
Salabatzing : tor although M. De Buffy, if he fliould 
be joined by all the detachments fent from Pondi- 
ohtrry, would have near one thoufand men, yet, as 
he had no black troops, he would be liable to be 
continually harrafied and ftarved, 'While our party, 
joined by fifty thoufand horfe, bad no fuch difficulties 
to apprehend. Salabatzing had himfelf pointed out 
• the road by which our detachment fliould march, and 
fent orders to all the Polygars and other officers re- 
fiding in die adjacent coufttriesj to fotnifli fuffictem 
provifions^ 
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Every thing being thus fettled, the neceffafy 1755. 
preparations were tnaking for the march of the 
troops, when the news came ’Of the furrender of Caf- 
fembuzar and the danger of Calcutta, immediately 
upon this advice, major Kilpatrick was fent with two 
bundled and fifty men for Bengal, Frelh applications 
came from Salafaatzing, and it was refolved, not- 
withftanding the detachment to Bengal, to continue 
the expedition to Golconda, when the account came 
of the iofs of Calcutta and all the fubordinate fac- 
toiies. The necefficy of re-efiafahlliing the fettle- 
ments in dengal fuperceded every other confidera- 
tion . therefore it was refolved, in this moft cri- 
tical conjuni^uie, to fend fix hundied Europeans, 
and a thoufand ftpoys, under the command of colo- 
nel Clive, for that important forvice, which was fo 
happily effedbed. 

As the Englifo were thus prevented from fup- 
porring the V iceroy in his meafures, he was obliged 
to alter his refolutions, and finding that M, De Bufly 
was joined by five hundred Europeans under Mr. 

Law, he foon hearkened to terms of accommoda- 
tion ; and the Fiench were again admitted into the 
Service of Salafaatzing, 

In confequence of this, about the beginning of 1 756. 
the next year, the fadories of Ingerarp, Banderma- 
lanka, and Vizagaparam, were taken by the enemy. 

As thefe events were not unforefeen, immediately 
upon the re-commencement of hofiilities, the gieateft 
part of the Company’s effedls were fhipped ofT, par- 
ticularly from the two former places 1 he latter was 
by no means provided to refill fo large a force as 
M. De Buffy brought agamft it: for he palTed the 
Chicacole the 20th of June with fix hundred Euro- 
peans and fix thoufand fepoys, and thirty pieces of 
cannon. He had alfo obliged the Raja to furnifii 
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him with four thoufand pikemen. The garrifon 
confided of one hundred and forty Europeans, and 
lour bundled and twenty fepoys and Topafles. 

On the 24th, about three in the afternoon, a large 
par.y of horfe being the van of the army, approach- 
ed the town, in order to take a view of fome of the 
out works ; but being fired at from the Black Rock 
battery, retired to a gieat diflance. Next morning 
the whole aimy was come up within two miles, and 
a confidcrable party encamped very near the town. 
In the afternoon M. De Buffy fent the following 
fummons to the Chief of the fadtory. 

SIR, French Camp, June 25, 1757. 

“ It is, i believe, needlefs to tell you what brings 
“ me before yottr place but I think it neceffary to 
“ acquaint you of it, by fummoning you to fuiren- 
“ der It up, and not expofe yourfelf and your garri- 
“ fon by a miftaken bravery, to all the fury which 
“ follows an aflfault or efcalade; an evil which I 

fhoald not be able to put a fcop to, having in my 
“ army barbarous and undifciphned nations. 

“ You will avoid this in furrendering, and may 
*' depend upon all the good treatment and genero- 
“ fity, on which my nation piques itfelf in fuch a 
“ cafe, and , particularly. Sir, 

“ Your moft humble and moft obedient fcrvant, 
“ D E BUSS Y.” 

A Capitulation was accepted, in whkh if was 
agreed to deliver up the pLice, the fortifications, the 
artillery, marine, and military ftores, arms, fhip- 
ftores, &c. to the company of France ; as allb all 
that fhould be found in the different magazmes be- 
longing to the Englilh Company. 

T HB 
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The Chief, the Council, and all thofe employed 1757. 
in the Enghlh Company’s fervice, the oiBrers and 
all others, both civil and military, to be pnfoners of 
war on their paiole. 

All the foldiers, failors, and other Europeans, to 
be prifoneis, as long as the war fiiould confnue be- 
tween the King of E'rance and the King of England, 
or nil they ftiould be exchanged. 

The Capture of this place gave the French the 
entire pofleffion of the coaft from Ganjam to Maflii- 
lapaiam 

While the affairs in the north took this unfavour- 
able turn, the Company received very httJe benefit 
from the fouthern provinces, which were thought 
to have been peaceably eftabhfned. 

Im March, 1756, advice was received from the 
Nabob, that the Poly gars, who were united againfl: 
his brother Mauphus Cawn, had obtained leveral 
advantages over his troops, and had blocked up 3 
large party in a ftreng fort, between Madura and 
Tinevelly. He requelled that an European force 
might be fenc to fupport his brother. It being thought 
imprudent at that time to part with any number of 
Euiopeans fiom Fort St. Ceoige, or to give the 
French a pretence for marching to the afliflance of 
thofe fadious Polygars, Mahomed Ifouf Cawn, the 
Nellouie Subaciar (who had a oommifiion as com- 
mander over all the Company’s fepoys J was fent with 
a thoufend fepoys and the Coffree Company from 
Tr.chinopoly. 

The day before he began his march, advice was 
received that Mauphus Cawn had obtained a com- 
pleat vidory over the rebels, killed the general, and 

two 
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. tw6 tholifand Colleries, and taken three hundred 
horfe, with all the baggage, guns, and fotne ele- 
phants : tlie battle was fought within feven miles of 
Tmevelly. This vidory was fo far from producing 
the quiet which might naturally be expeded from it, 
that it ferved only to enable Mauphus Cawn to put 
in execution the defign he had ail along entertained, 
of making hinnfelf independent of his brother and his 
allies. He accordingly began to ftir in the Tinevel- 
]y province ; having already, under taife and frivo- 
lous pretences, obliged our fepoys to leave the for- 
trefs of Maduia. He could then no longer conceal 
his intentions, and thei efore, without pretending to 
difguife them, he put himlelf at the head of his 
troops, refolving to oblige iibuf Cawn entirely to 
quit the country, as he had already driven him out 
of Madura, 

In the beginning of the year 1757, captain Cail- 
kud, who then commanded in Tiichinopoly, was 
ordered to march from thence to the affiftance of 
Iibuf Cawn, with one hundred and twenty Euro- 
peans, five hundred fepoys, and two pieces of can- 
non. As Madura was now in the poffeffion of the 
enemy, he was obliged to take a large circuit to get 
into the Tinevelly province by another road. Mau- 
phus Cawn did all in his power to oppofe his march, 
but to no purpofe ; for, on the 1 7th of March, cap- 
tain Caillaud reached Tinevelly, and joined Ifbuf 
Cawn, His army then confifitd of a few more Eu- 
ropeans and fepoys, three additional pieces of artil- 
lery, and about five or fix hundred cavalry. With 
this force he marched in queft of Mauphus Cawn, 
whofe troops confifting of cavalry, eafily made their 
efcape among the woods. Captain Cailkud, knovi?- 
ing it was in vain to pnrfue them in that country, 
employed hitnfelf more ufefuily, in fettling accounts 
with the renter, and remitting fome money ro the 

Company 
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Company after he had provided for the payment 1757. 
of the army. 

Having finilhed this neceffary preliminary, he 
marched the beginning of May for Madura, the con- 
queft of which was of the greateft confequence to 
the affairs of the two provinces, and arrived before it 
the I ith of May. It is a large town, ioitified in 
the old way, with two walls, and round towers at 
proper difi ances for flanking ( as may be feen in the 
plan ) and a ditch. 

Mauphus Cawn had a garrifon there, and on 
hearing of the march of our tioops, he threw in ano- 
ther reinforcement ; fo that, in all, they had eight 
or nine hundred cavalry, and about three thoufand 
black infantry, moft of them with fiie-arms, four- 
teen pieces ot cannon, with powder and ammunition 
in plenty. Captain Caillaud had no artillery with 
him; he therefoie fent to Tnchinopoly for fome 
batteiing cannon and, in the mean time, was mak- 
ing all the neceflary preparations for the attack, 
when be received a letter from the Prefidency of Ma- 
drafs, acquainting him that the Fiench were in mo- 
tion, their intentions not known, but fufpedled to 
be againft Trichinopoly ; that, if this was confii m- 
ed to him, be was, before all things, to confult the 
fafety of that place. 

He did not, however, think it neceffary, upon 
a mere repot t, to abandon his enterpnze, but re- 
folved to wait ; and, in the mean time, made his 
difpofitions for the worft that could happen ; but as 
the call for his forces might be fudden, he took a re- 
folution to make himfelf mafter of Madura fay fur- 
prize : he was the rather encouraged to it, by ob- 
serving a place which Teemed to him, on reconnoi- 
tring, very fit for an efcalade. The ditch was dry, 

8 the 



the firft wall very low, and, by intelligence from 
within, he knew it was thinly guarded ; he there- 
fore made all neceffary preparations for the attempt. 

Every thing went on at fiift with extraordinary 
fuccefs ; the advanced party, with their ladders, had 
got over the firft wall unperceived and unheard, and 
were pulling over the longer ladders, to mount the 
inner wall. The unavoidable noife of their arms 
and implements, the grating of the ladders againft 
the walls, together v/ith the breaking of one of them, 
alarmed the centry, who immediately challenged 
and fired. The guard which was neareft hoifled fome 
blue lights (a compnfition they make in that country, 
of fulphur and antimony, which throws an exceed- 
ing clear light all around) by which they faw the 
afiailants clofe under the wall, preparing for the 
efcalade, and many more on the glacis, ready to 
fupport them ; the mam body was in a hollow way, 
out of their fight, but within two hundred yards of 
the wall The alarm was given in an inftant, and 
they began to fire very fmartly upon the walls ; none 
of the troops lay far from their ports, fo that the 
fire encreafed every minute, therefore the retreat was 
ordered, and performed with a very inconfideiable 
lofs ; which was the more extraordinary, as the men 
were fo much expofed. 

Captain Caijllaud received a letter that very 
day from the Prefidency, to inform him, that the / 
did not imagine the French had defigns on Trichi- 
nopoly, from the late intelligence rrceived of their 
motions 5 and that they had ient from Fort St. 
George a fmall reinforcement to that garrifon : he 
therefore thought he might have time to finifh the 
fiege, when the heavy cannon ftjould arrive, and had 
given dire&ons to the officer who commanded in his 
abfsnceatTrichinopoly, tofpare no money nor pains 
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for good intelligence, that he might be in time ap- j 
pi ized of the enemy’s defigns and motions : bur, 
notwithftanding thefe precautions, the firft intelli- 
gence he received v/as, that the French were in fight 
of Trichinopoly : however, as his orders obliged 
him to hold his troops in leadinefs againft all events, 
hiS difpofinons were made accordingly, and he began 
his match immediately on leceiving the news. He 
left behind him a good part of his at my to blockade 
the place, taking with him all the Europeans, and 
one thouiand of the beft fepoys, with four days pio- 
vifions in their knapfacks. 

Maotjra is an hundred miles from Tiichinopoly, 
and the French, under the command of M. D’Au- 
teuil, had then invefted the place. I'hey had nine 
hundred men in battalion, three or four thoufind fe- 
poys, about one hundred Euiopean cavalry and huf- 
fars, and a much greater number of the country 
horfe. It was no fmall difficulty to get into the 
town, as the enemy knew of his march, and Uiade, 
as they thought, a difpofition that could not ful of 
preventing him. Captain Caillaud was aware, that, 
if any misfortune fhould befall his party, Tnehino- 
poly muft inevitably be loft ; but he had an advan- 
tage in his knowledge of the country, and alfo of the 
proper methods of procuring intelligence. He had 
by this means a true account of the difpofitions of the 
French. 

They had formed themfelves in four divifions 
which made a chain quite a-crofs the plain, tn the 
front of which their cavalry was advanced, and di- 
vided into fmall parties, to pioffefs the roads and polls 
all round. One part they had negledled, as think- 
ing it impraflicable for troops to march that way : it 
was a trafl of land extending about nine miles to the 
weft of the town, wholly confifting of plantations of 
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rice. As the grain will not grow in this country, un- 
lefs the foil be overflowed with water, the fields mu§ 
of confequence be one continued flough, through 
which it is itnpofiible to march without being above 
the knee in mud at each hep. Captam Caillaud 
finding, as has been faid, every other avenue flop- 
ped, rcfolved to take his rout by this difficult, and 
therefore unfufpeded, way. About two in the af- 
ternoon he fet out on the dired plain road, and con- 
tinued to purfue the fame courle for feme miles : this 
he did to deceive the enemy, and prevent the dan- 
ger of a difcovery, if it fliould have happened that 
they had any fpies among our people. At the clofe 
of the evening he ftiuck out of the road, and about 
ten o’clock got into the rice fields, and, for the 
next feven hours, the troops purfued their fatiguing 
march, till the long wiffied for day appeared ; they 
were then within cannon Ihot of the fort, which they 
foon reached, with no fmall joy and fatisfadion. 
Captain Caillaud had previoufiy detached two com- 
panies of fepoys to the right, in order to give the 
enemy an alarm that way, and ftiil keep up their at- 
tention on that fide. Thofe two companies executed 
their orders perfedly well, fet the enemy in motion,' 
and then retired to the woods, from whence they ea- 
fily found their way into the town the following 
night. 

The French could not at firfl believe the party 
was got in, but were foon convinced of it, and that 
very night repafied the river, and went on the ifland 
of Seringham. M. D’Auteuil was greatly blamed 
for his bad manoeuvre, and ordered to leturn to Pon- 
dicherry : upon his arrival there, the command of 
the army was taken from him. 

The manner in which the French came lb unex- 
pefted upon Trichmopoly is too aitful to be pafled 
over' unaoticed. The 
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The declaration of war in Europe had to this time 
produced very Itttle alteiacion in the affairs of the 
Coaft ; for, after parting with i j confiderable a por- 
tion of our ftrengch for the Bengal expedition, which 
reduced, us to" an equality with Pondicherry, we 
could not hope to obtain, by a commencement of 
hoflilities, any advantage equivalent to the expence 
or taking the field; and therefore our endeavouis 
had been to preferve the tranquillity of the province, 
to the end that the colledion of the revenues, in 
wh kh the Company had now fo great a concern, 
might not be interrupted, and the French receiving 
no fupplies from Europe to render them greatly fu- 
perior to ns, had remained alfo quiet ; realbning, no 
doubt, upon the fame principles. At laft, upon the 
arrival of two fhips, which landed at moft two hnn- 
died men, they grew impatient of repofe, and tho* 
not daring to avow their defigns, they found it no 
difficult matter to form a pretext for taking the 
field : for while the two companies, for fear of giv- 
ing each other alarm, forbore to quel! the Irregula- 
rities of the petty Governors by force of ai ms, rhofe 
turbulent chiefs, who knew no other law than die 
fword, had made continual invafions on the coun- 
tries adjacent to their little forts, and grievoufly op 
preffed the inhabitants with their depredations a«d 
exadions. 

They had pradifed thefe outrages, with impun’- 
ty, for the reafons abovementioned, and might ftiU 
have continued the fame, but that the French, to 
conceal their intended furprizeof Trichinopoly, chof? 
to give out that M. D’Auteuil, who marched firft 
With only two hundred men, had no other purpofe 
than to demand fatisfadion of Meer Saib, the Go- 
vernor of Ellavanafore, for ravages he had com- 
mited on fome of their neighbouring villages. The 
more effedually to difguife their real defigns, tiiey 

adually 
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1^27. adually advanced near the fort of Eilavanafore, and 
being repulfed by Meer Saib, might have paid dear 
for their attempt, had not that refolute Chief receiv- 
ed a v/ound, of which he died a few days after. The 
confternation his death occafioned, being encteafed 
by a reinforcement which M. D’Auteuil received 
fiom Pondicherry, determined Meer Saib’s 'brother 
to abandon the fort, and the French took polTefBon 
of it the 13th of April For the fame purpofe, al- 
fo, they pretended difputes with Wornarpollam, 
and other places lying on that rOud. 

M. D’Auteuil, leaving a ftnall garrilbn at Eila- 
vanafore, moved with the body of the army, firfe, 
to Verdachilum, where being joined by a reinforce- 
ment froqp Pondicherry, Karical, and all their other 
garrifons, he marched the 4th of May and encamped 
near Worriarpollam, and on the 7th made an attack 
upon one of the paffes of the woods, but was repulf- 
ed. He then accommodated matters with the I’oly- 
gars, who W'ere makers of thofe pafles, on the pro- 
mife of a fum of money , and moved on with fuch 
expedition, that an advanced party encamped near 
Seringham the 1 2th j and on the 1 3th M. D’Au- 
teuil croiTed the river with the whole army, and took 
poft atWorriour, a pagoda two miles and a half 
weft of Trichinopoly. 

The defigns of the French, which had been fug- 
gefted by pri'^ate intelligence, were now too appa- 
rent ; therefore, on the irthofApiil, a reinforce- 
ment of fifty men was ordered from Foit St. David, 
to march with all fpeed to Trichinopoly. 

The great confcquence of that place, from tlie 
ftrength of the fortification, the large trafl: of coun- 
try it commands, as it may be called the key to Ma- 
dura and Tinevelly, and, above all, the number 

Oi 
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of four hundred French prifoners which were there 1757- 
confined, determined the Prefidency of Madrafs, up- 
on the firft news of the march of the enemy from 
Worriarpollam, to make all the efforts in their power 
for its falety. They could take their meafures with 
the lefs nfque, fince the French had drained alt their 
garnfons fo far, that Pondicherry itlelf was left with 
very few Europeans fit for duty: therefoie, having 
already fent a detachment from Fort St. David to 
Tnchinopoly, in order to caufc a diverfion, they pre- 
pared three hundred Europeans to march from Ma- 
drafs, with five hundred fcpoys, to be joined by a 
party under colonel Forde. The colonel had been 
lent, at the requeft of the Nabob, againft his bro • 
ther Nazeabulla Cawn, Governor of Nelloure; who 
having refufed to be accountable for his arreai s, had 
entered into a correfpondence with the French Chief 
at Maffiilipatam, andpiocured from him an afiifiance 
of feventy or eighty military, and fome fepoys. Ab- 
dul Vahob Cawn, v,'ho was^Jeft there with the Na- 
bob’s troops, not being al^e to colledl money to 
pay them, was obliged to come away, fo that Na- 
zeabulla Cawn had the entire poflefTion of the coun- 
try. He had not admitrted the French paity into tlie 
fort, but kept them with his army, which he then 
employed in fubdumg the neighbouring Polygars. It 
was to be feared they would find an opportunity of 
taking pofieffion of the fort, unlefs we took fomc 
fteps to prevent them ; for Nazeabulla Cawn, in ic- 
turn for the afiiftance retexved from the Frm. h, had 
already made over to them fome ihare of his coun- 
try, and particulaily the ports of Ramahatam and 
Kiftnapatam ; places with which the Madiafs mer- 
chants have a confidsrabie commerce. 


Colonel Fords was ordered to Nelloure v, ith a 
detachment of one hundred Europeans, fifty Cof- 

* Ke was a natural fon of the I-’a job’s f-rlier, 
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7. Tkcs, imI tliree hundred fepoys; with two firld- 
pieces, one eighteen pounder, and thiee royals. The 
fepoys evc:c lent over land to Kiftnapatam, and co- 
lonel rorde proceeded by f..a, with the re!!; of the 
detachment, I'or the f.rr.e place, where he difembark- 
ed the trooj.s, and was joined by the fepoys, and 
Abdul Vahob Cawn ; who, after the ufual delays of 
thofe pcop.e, fupphed bun, at laft, with bullocks 
and o.her nccellarKS lot his march. 

Trie fort ori-s'cllouie, which is twelve miles from 
kuuvipatam, ss about tw.ee as large as Madrafs. It 
has five gates, two lai ge and three fmall ones, and 
is funound d a mud wall, which is very broad at 
ri.c bottom, and about thiee feet thick on the top of 
the larapart. it is almolf fuirounded by adiy ditch, 
except on the north fide, where is a river, which m 
the rainy feafon only, has water in it. 

Colonel Forde having battered the fort three 
days, at length made a-pra&cable breach on the 5th 
of iv'Iay, and began the aiTiuic at break of day, in 
the ordci : I'he Ceffrets, enfign Elnot at 

their head, marched with g'cat refolution to the foot 
of the brcMch, thiee companies of fepoys followed 
them very clofe till they came within fixty paces of 
the breach, and then lay down in a ditch, and could 
not be Dicvc.ied on to ad'^ance a Hep farther, fo that 
the Europeans were oblige d to march over them to the 
bleach ; v/htre jOining the CoiTiees, they advanced 
to the top of it ; but weie lo warmly lecaved by the 
people in the foit, with pikes, firelocks, and ftones, 
that It v/as impoffible lor them to get over. In this 
firuaticn the fig! t was continued three quai te-s of an 
hour, and tiien the fepoys ran away as fall as they 
could towards our battery. The colonel, now con- 
’s'inced that nothing could be done with his iorce, de- 
feited by the fepoys, againll fo gallant a defeiice, or- 

deied 
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dercd a retreat, which vrao conducted with fuch good j - - 
order, that nor a man was hint after they had left .^-Cj 
the arrack , but, while they coounued in the bieach, 
the adbon was uncommon y briflt. Oui nccp’e be- 
haved with great reiblunon, and had forty killed ai.d 
W'ounded, with about fifty CofFrecs and icpcys : all 
thefe men weie wounded in fuch a manner as to be 
rendered unfit for prefent aftion; but rliere wtie 
fcarce any ot the aflaiiants wiio came off without 
bruifes and contufions, from ftones, pikes, or clubi ; 
for, with fuch weapons, numbers of the people in the 
place oppofed and greatly incommoded them. 

Colonel Fokde, having no dependance on any 
but his own people, and thofe being greatly reduced, 
and alfo part of the ammunition eitpendcd, he flop- 
ped all farther proceedings till he heard from the kre- 
lidency of Madrafs, whom he immediately acquaint- 
ed with the foregoing particulars. At the time thefe 
advices arrived at Madrafs. the French were encamp- 
ed nearer to that place than our tioops would be 
when before Nelloure *, therefoie it was judged more 
prudent to give up that undertaking, than to hazard 
a detachment to the noithward •, whereas, by maieh- 
ing to the fouthv/ard, they could at once prevent the 
defignsof the enemy on Xnchinopoly, and ferve as a 
barrier between them and Fort St. George •, theiVibic 
they fent out three hundred Europeans to the ibnth- 
ward, and difpatchecl orders to colonel Forde to join 
them w'lth all his force. 

While the neceffaiy preparations were making for 
the march of the forces from Madrafs, captain Puher 
w’as ordered from Chengalaput and Carangois , ro en- 
deavour to reduce Cutremalour, a ioiL poffcfibd ty 
the French, fituated about fifteen miles from C'nn- 
galaput, and eight from Carangoly On the ap- 
proach of the party from Carangoiy, the French gar- 
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1757. rlfon, which confifted only of fepoys, abandoned 
the fort before captain Polier’s arrival : he left about 
forty fepoys in charge of it, and then returned to- 
wards Chengalaput, near to which he encamped, in 
leadinefs to join the army from Fort St. George. By 
this time the French garrifon of Allaraparva, being 
reinforced by fea from Pondicherry, fo as to make 
up about one hundred Europeans and Topaffes, and 
three hundred fepoys, mai ched from thence, and re- 
took Outrenialour. 

Colonel Adlercron, refolvingto command in 
perfon the intended expedition for the relief of Tri- 
chinopoly, marched from Fort Sr. George the zdthj 
and, IcR the French redoubts of Waldour and Vil- 
lenour fhould caufe any delay in his paffing by the 
dired: road to Fort St. David, he took the rout of 
Chengalaput and Wandewafh; and as he judged it 
necefl&ry to halt at fome place for colonel Forde to 
come up with his party, it uas recommended to 
him to employ that fpare time in a fecond redudion* 
of Outiemalour, and in demoliihing that fort. It 
was hoped that they might then be able to garrifon 
Chengalaput and Carangoly, in fuch manner as to 
cover all thofe diftnds j which, thus protected, would 
bring a confiderable revepue to the Company. On 
the appioach cf colonel Adlercron, the garrifon eva- 
cuated the place, and threw themfelves into Wande- 
wafli; 

While the colonel was detained at Outremalour, 
in deftroying the fortifications of that place, he re- 
ceived letters from the Prefidency, to acquaint him, 
that, fmee captain Caillaud had llicceeded in throw- 
ing fticcours into Trichinopoly, they were no longer 
in pain for tliat fort and therefore requefted him 
immediately to inveft the fortiefs of Wandewafh, 
and to pufh the attack with the utmofl: vigour, that 
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he might get poffeffion of it befoie the French army i 
cou!d°come to its relief. They weie urgent for this 
undertaking, on account of the Governor’s behavi- 
our, who had paid the Nabob no tiibute fince the 
year iy52; and alfo, during that time, had been a 
conftant favourer of the French, who, under cover 
of that fort, had been enabled to make the moft 
fudden incurfions into all the diftridts of the Arcot 
province. I'he redudlion of this fortiefs would not 
only have prevented this inconvenience for the fu- 
ture, but the place itfelf would have been of the 
utmoft confequence to the Nabob and his allies, as 
being produdlive of large revenues, and allb capable 
of ferving as a barrier for the neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

Colonel Adlercron m.arched with the army 
on the 5th of June to Wandewafh, and the next 
day entered the town ; but, before the heavy can- 
non could come up, the greatefl: part of the French 
army from Trichinopoly reached Pondicherry, and 
marched out again to the relief of Wandewafh : 
whereupon colonel Adlercron, judging it impradti- 
cable to execute the plan which had been concerted 
at Madrafs, refolved to wait for diredlions from 
thence ; and, in the mean time, withdrew from the 
town, and eftcamped a few miles off. The Prefi- 
dency, being fenfible that the colledfed force of the 
French would exceed our numbers, could not rea- 
fonabfy hope to obtain any confiderable advantage 
by keeping the field, and weie therefore defirous of 
putting an end to the expence ; accordingly, they 
wrote to colonel Adlercron to letiirn with the army to 
Madrafs. They imagined that the French would al- 
fo confider, that our force was fufficient to obftrudl: 
any attempt on their fide, and would therefoie recal 
cheir troops to Pondicherry. 

L 3 
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Eejor’: colonel Adlercion began his march for Ma- 
drsfs. ti-'c C'^'emy’s army had reached'^ andewafl-i •, and, 
a very few hours after he left Outremalour, a paity of 
Fiench took poffeffion of it Notwithftanding the 
enemy moved fo clofe after him, colonel Adlercron 
neither advifed the Prefidency of their proceedings, 
nor waited to hop their piogsefs, but continued his 
march towards iviaorafs the confequence of which 
was, that, on the very dry he left Chengalaput, they 
made a forced march fiom Outremalour to Conjeve- 
ram, plundered the rov/n, and attacked the fort, or 
walled pagoda-, which was, however, fo well de- 
fended by a feijernt and two companies of fepoys, 
that they were repuifed, with the lois of an officer and 
fix Europeans killed, and about ten v.'Ounded. 
Vvhen this nev/s reached Madrafs the aimy vas ar- 
rived within fix rr.iles of that place. T he Governor 
and Council thought it highly neceflary they fhould 
immediately maich again, to protefl: their pofleffions 
from further devaflations. 

Ccto'”rt, I.Av/RtxrE, who on evety occafion 
{hewed the moC < sroefc di.'pofiuon to contribute in 
any Oiape to tlte advarcement of all milu'.try opera- 
tic ns, oSit-ed to join the army as a volunteer and, 
witen It was imagined Tnchmopoly would have been 
the feene of action, hia intention was to proceed with^ 
the troops u Am hcif ft David foi the uefenre of 
thar place j-vxte. wards, vrhen the French army re- 
rn.ncd j(om i r’clii nopoly, and were colledted at 
Wandcwaih. he offered to embark wah all the men 
that coukl be fpared from Fort St. David, and to 
land at Sadraf', in Older to join the army in the moft 
expeditious manner. Being fenfible how muth his 
abilmts and CApenf’ncc would contribute to the regu- 
lation and good conduft of the army, and judging 
Fort St. David to be free from all danger, as the 

whole 
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whole French force was on the other fide, the Prcfi- 
dency appioved of this piopolal, and cclontl La"-- 
rence accoi dingly landed near Sadrafs, w uh about cr.e 
hundred men, the 2 ad of June, tiiree Aler the 
inarch of the army, which he joined on rnc otlkr 
fide of Chengalapur. 


1 


The army then advanced towards the enemy, and 
took poll: the loth of July within four miles of 
them. The French v/cre flrongly intrenched about 
a mile from Wandewafh. As tlieir troops were rna« 
nifcllly d fcontented, whjch appeared by thv.ir fic- 
quent defertion, and our men v/ere all in goed fpi- 
ncs and eager for an engagement, all poffible endea- 
vours were ufed to induce the enemy to come out of 
their entrenchments. On the 17th feme of the Na- 
bob’s hoife, fupported by a fmall part; of Euro- 
peans, were fent within cannon fhot of them camp, 
in hopes that a detachment would be lent out agamic 
them, and a genera! adlion brought on by chat means, 
but all was in vain; and, as their intienchmems 
were defended by feveral batteries, and they had a 
gieat fuperiority alfo in the number of their troops, 
it w'3S judged that they could not be attacked in fuch 
a pope Without too much hazard. The continuance 
of the army in their encampment in this ftace of in- 
action, was only a ufelefs eiipence-, theiefore, to re- 
duce it as far as prudence would admit, colonel i\d- 
lercron was defired to fend part of the army to Chen- 
gakput and Caiangoly, and the remainder to Conje- 
veiam, 'Ihis place, being fituated in the center of 
our pofieffion, was a convenient llation for the troops 
to move from, which ever w ay the enterpnzes of the 
enemy might make it neceffary. 


The enemy remained about V/andewafi'i till the 
20th oi September, when they moved againft Chet- 
feput svifis a body of eighteen hundred Europeans. 
L 4 
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iHfj, Nizar Mahomed Cawn, affifted with a ferjeant and 
fixteen men from Fort St. George, defended the 
place to the laft extremity, and even after the enemy 
had got poiTeflion of the fort he fought them in the 
flreets till he was kilied with a mufket ball ; his fa- 
mily then deftioyed tnernfelves, and a vaft {laughter 
\i?as xnade among his acops. This obftinate defence 
cofc the beficgers alfo a great number of men. 

Th 2 Frciich \;jthdrawing from the neighbour- 
hood of Tiichinopoiy, leit captain Caiilaud at liberty 
LO proceed for the rcdudlion of Madura ; but, as the 
enemy found employment for all the troops that 
could be fpared from Ivladrafs, it was impoffible to 
reinforce him with iuch a Ilrength as fhould fecure 
him fuccefs. Without v/aitmg for farther fupplies, 
he took with him''fuch a force as he thought might 
be fpared from Tiichinopoiy without weakening the 
garrifon too much, and marched the 27th of June, 
with ninety military, four hundred fepoys, and two 
twenty -four pounders ; with thefe he joined lieute- 
nant Rumbold, who had maintained his poft before 
Madura with the Coffrecs and fepoys left under his 
command. It took up fome days to make the necef- 
fary preparations for eredting a battery, which was 
opened on the 9th, and a breach made before noon. 
Captain Caillaud thought it advifeable to aflault the 
breach without delay, left the befieged Ihould throw 
up fome works within duiing the night. 

The difpofition being made, he began the attack 
at two in the afternoon ; but the breach was fo vigo- 
roufly defended, that the beft of his troops were ei- 
ther killed or difabled in the attempt ; the reft fell 
back, and it was impofEble to prevent a general re- 
treat, or to perfuade the remains of the army to a fe- 
cond attack: neither was it advifeable, at a time 
•when the befieged were elated with having killed and 

wounded, 
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wounded, upon this occafion, between thirly and 1757. 

forty Europeans and CofFrees, and a hundred 

poys. 

Captain Caillaud refolving to wait for an op- 
portunity to renew his attempt, in the mean time, 
made the proper difpofitions for reducing the place by 
famine j but as this method might take up fo much 
time as to prolong his ftay till the arrival of the 
French fleet, he eagerly caught at the firft opening 
for a treaty, and though the propofals of Mauphus 
Cawn’s people were moft exorbitant, he did not 
rafhly rejed them, but by degrees abating the terms, 
reduced them at length to a hundred and feventy 
thoufand roupees. He then concluded the bargain, 
and Madura was delivered up to him juft at the time 
that the French fleet arrived. This event making it 
neceflary to provide for the defence of all the garri- 
fons j orders were fent to withdraw the troops from 
theTinevelly country, and captain Caillaud leturned 
to Trichinopoly j leaving a large garrifon of fepoys 
at Madura, under the command of Ifouf Cawn. 

Mauphus Cawn being now matter of all the re- 
venue of Tinevelly, the diftrids of Madura alone 
were not fufficient to defray the expence of maintain- 
ing the fort. 

The Coast was at this time in danger of being 
difturbed by other powers as well as the French. 

The Marattas, who are continually traverfing 
thefe immenfe countries with their vaft bodies of 
hqtfe, in a moft incredible manner, having, within 
the laft two years, conquered large diftrids in many 
parts of the Deckan, had alfo entered the kingdom 
of Mailibre, and at each time carried away upwards 
»f thirty lack of roupees. The Naima Balazerow, 

in 



154 


M A R A T T A S. 

1757. in his return, poffeffed himfelf of the fort and coho'- 
try of Serah, the next p!Ov>nce to Cadapah He left 
EJaventerow, his general, with about eight thou- 
fand lioifc, at Cadanattam, a place about eighty 
miles from Arcot. t]is orders weie to demand the 
Choul of the Arcot and Tnchinopoly countries, 
which had been unpaid for foine years paft. For 
this pnrpofche lent a Vakeel to ihe Nabob, and ano- 
ther to Pondicherry. Balazerc.v made a demand of 
forty lack of rounces ; b/u, upon the lepn-fentation 
of the Nabob, who cieftiihed to the Vakeel the flate 
of his country for fome yeais pafi, and affured him 
that not only the whole revenues of the diftndls m 
his p'.iieffion, but eveiy loupce he could benow be- 
fidts, liad been fpent in opponng the delig,ns of the 
Flench, ^’i/ho wirald otheiwife have fubdued the 
v;hole Carnatick, the Vakeel reduced the demand to 
thicelack; and, uptm the Nabob’s further inftances, 
to two lack and a half, one half to be paid immedi- 
ately, the other in one month. The Nabob thought 
this a more reafouabie arcommoktion than could 
have been expedled , b'.it not being a’de to laifc that 
iuin lumfeif, recommended to the neiidency tocon- 
fent to thefe terms, and advance thf* money. 1 he 
low {late of their treafurv put it cut of their pov/er 
to comply with tii.s rccpieit , noi could they, at any 
time, \.'ith prudenc.“, pay fuch a fum upon a mere 
demand, without making lorne sgreement, or terms 
of alliance, for the good cf their affairs. In hopes 
to gain time, as Sups fiom Europe were every day 
expeded, they wrote to the Maratta Vakeel at Arcot, 
definng him to come and fettle the affair in difpure 
at bdadrafs , and, at the fame time, recommended 
to the Nabob to accomp.tny inn.. ' 

Although the Vakeel had told the Nabob that 
the French had' offered four lack of roupees to the 
^Maratta general, •'to engage hinrin their alliance, and 

hinted, 
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hinted, that the coniecuencs ‘of our not comply s'^.g 
iinmediately with the terms oferea, wouicl oe tiiS 
ruin-of the countries in our pofleiTion, yet k was not 
apprehended that the Nanna had impowered this of- 
ficer to proceed to fuch extremities : neither could it 
be fuppofed that the French were able to rnalce good 
fo large an offer as four lack, having reduced their 
own finances to as low an ebb as ihofe of their neigh- 
b)onrs ; but it is natural to the Moors, in all their 
tranfadions, to mix a proportion of fallhcod, and, if 
they fancy they can carry their point by it, they pride 
themfelves in the conceit of their art and cunning. 

The Nabob arrived at Madrafs the 8th of Au- 
guPc, 1757, with Araoortarow, the Maratta VakeeJ, 
and fome days were employed in reprefenting to 
Amoortarow the vaff expence which the Nabob and 
the Company had been at to preferve the country 
from the entire dominion of the French ; but the en- 
deavours of the Prefidency, by that argument, to 
avoid the payment he demanded, were friiitlefs, and 
all their remonftrances of very little vieight, the Na- 
bob having abfoiutely engaged with Amoortarotv, 
before he left Arcot, to pay the fonT of two hun- 
dred and fifty tho'jfanc! rouped. \^\^henever it was 
propofed to Amoortarow to abate in his demand, 
his anfwer was, coniiantly, that he had the Nabob’s 
promife, and fl-.oiild get the money from him. The 
Maratta feemed determined, in cafe it w'as not paid, 
to lay wafte the countries in the pofiefllon of the 
Nabob and the Company, which was certainly in the 
power of an army of eight thoufand horfe. Such 
a force was then within eighty miles of Arcot, and 
might have feized a fum far exceeding their demand, 
as itwas the time of the * Tripety feafi, during which 

; ■ * Tripety Js a pagoda' ntuated upoir a-hill about one iiundred ' 
and.Jilty miles N. N. 'W.- ol’ Maclrais. - It is''bcld in' the laras ve* 
■aeradoii by tlie Ueatoesj as l^/iecca is by the ?4ahonietans. . /m 

foleoinitf 
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folemnity the greatcft part of the revenues are ufual- 
]y coilefted at the pagoda. The Prefidency there- 
fore agreed, upon thefe confiderations, to enable the 
Nabob to pay the fum in queftion, by allowing it to 
be deduced out of the fecond half of his affignment 
of eight lack to the Company. 

Notwithstanding the power of the Marattas 
was fo well known, and had been of late fo univer- 
faily felt, fuch is the reftlefs jpirit of all the Indian 
as well as Moorifli Chiefs, that Morarow, who had, 
not long fince, brought himfelf and the Nabob of 
Savanore to the neceffity of imploring pardon from 
the Nanna, was now propofing a league, between 
himfelf, the Nabobs of Cadapah and Canoul, and 
the King of Maiflbre, with intent to retake Serah 
from the Nanna, and prevent his getting any foot- 
ing in the Carnatick. Could this treaty have been 
accoraplifned with any profpedt of fuceefs, it mutt 
be granted, that it might have been a glorious bar- 
rier again ft the inroads of that deftruftive power. 
The propofal was Ipecious, and would have had the 
approbation and, poffibly, the concurrence of the 
Englifh, could it have been confidered as a fyftem of 
cool and lafting policy ; but it was rather to be fuf- 
peded of having its foundation in ambition or re- 
venge, and as it proved, was only a means of pio- 
voking the Marattas to make thofe countries the feat 
of war, and of throwing them the fooner into their 
hands. Upon the firft advice of this intended confe- 
deracy, Balaventarow marched againft the Nabob of 
Cadapah, and killing him in a battle, took the greatett 


annual feaft is fceld at Tripety, in the month of September, at 
which time a great number of devotees refort to the pagoda ; and 
from the prefen ts made by Inch a multitude of votaries, a large re- 
venue acaues to the Nabob. None but Gentoos, of different 
tribes, ate permitted to afeend the facred hill on which the pa- 
goda ftands. 
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part o^the country into his own hands; but Abdul j 
Mahomed Cawn, with fomv of the relations and 
troops of the late Nabob, throwing themfelves into 
Sydoat fort, maintained' themfelves for a time; but 
were at laft obliged to accommodate with the beficgers 
for a fum of money, and the delumry of half the 
country to the Marattas. 

During the time thefe tranfadlions were on foot, 
Amoortarow the Vakeel, with a part of the Maratta 
troops, went againft Trepalour, which is alfo in the 
dependency of Cadapah ; but he was lefs fuccefsful 
than his mafter, for having attempted an aflault, he 
met with fo vigorous a repulfe that gieat part of his 
forces were cut off, and himfelf mortally wounded 
and carried prifoner to the fort, where he died a few 
days after. The Marattas, during their ftay in thofc 
parts, colleded feveral fums of money from the dif- 
ferent Polygars to the northward ; and then went off 
towards Poona, to join Balazerow. 

From thefe, and many more inftances, it has been 
fhewn how great a check the Marattas have been 
upon the Moorifh Government, and that it is owing 
to their arms alone that the Mahometans have been 
prevented from the ufurpation of the whole ps- 
ninfula. 

As the Moors are a luxurious people, in a few 
years of peace they grow enervated by their de- 
baucheries, and foon degenerate into floth and effe- 
minacy. It may alfo be added, that a general cor- 
ruption of manners, and treachery to one another, 
would greatly conduce to render them an eafy prey 
to the Marattas, wlienever they fhould take the refo- 
lution to expel them the country. And though there 
iS not a Governor, in the highsfl: rank of pov/er and 
independency, but what ftiles himfelf, a rhoufanc 
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ijzj. times ill the ord!na:y tranfadions of the day, The 
Slave of the ivioour,, there is not one of them in 
the v/hole empire that pays the ieaft regard to the 
rnofl: folemn oiders of that monarch, or that vvill 
march his troops to quell any dangerous commotion, 
or ftir ibr the prefeivalion of the life or throne of his 
mailer. 

The only balance to the power of the Marattas is 
a race of noithern people, inhabifng the mountains 
ofCandahor, commonly known in India by the name 
of Patutis, though they are more genei ally called Ag- 
wans on the other fide of the country j and under 
that name conquered Ifpahan m the year 1722. They 
are Mahometans, yet no lei's enemies to the Moordli 
Government than the Marattas, or other Indians. 
They are faid to have been dei'cended fiorn an anci- 
ent colony of Arabians, who enteied the country four 
hundred years before Tamerlane, and built the city 
of Maffulipatam ; fiom thence extending their con- 
quefls northward, they founded Patna in Bengal, and 
at laft over-ran the whole country to the weft, and 
were maftc' s of Deln v. hen Tamerlane firfe appeared 
in 'ndia. As tiiey were al vays reckoned good fol- 
diers, they are now confidered as the veiy ueft in- 
fantry in the whole empire; and it is natural to fup- 
pofe they fhould be fuch, ftnee they have been inha- 
bitants of the nortlie.n meuntams. 

This warlike nation made themfelvcs formidable 
to Nadir Shaw, m his march; and after that con- 
queror had left the Mogul empire ,n the weak and 
indcfenfible ftate to which he had reduced it, the rat- 
tans invaded it, on a fiippofttion that it v/as then m 
too low a condit'on to oe able to reftu the force 
which they at that time thought was fufdcicnt to 
bring againft ir. 


As 
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As Toon as the Emperor was apprized of tj^elr 
march, be affembied his council, and, fitting on his 
throne, Ainounded by his generals and twenty- Lv'o 
principal Omiahs, held in his hand a betel, vi/hith, 
according to the cufloin of the country, he oficred to 
that chief v/ho fhould immediatv'-Iy engage to take t!ie 
command of the aimy and lepulie the enemies of his 
country. So univeifal was the effeminacy or treacheiy 
of the courtiers, that nor one of them advanceJ to 
take the betel as a pledge of their fidelity ; which 
the young Prince, being then about eighteen, obferv- 
ing with extreme concern, pi evented himfelf to his 
father, with earneft entreaties that he might be per- 
mitted to receive it. 

» His father refufed it him, reprefenting to him, 
that it was nor proper for the heir of the empire to 
expofe himfelf in fo perilous an enterprize, v/hJe 
there were fo many e'^per'cnced generals more fit for 
that feivice. On the other hand, the Omrahs all 
maintained, that, as his Ton had offeied to take the 
betel, he alone fhould pur himffelf at the head of the 
troops and joining widi the Prince in felicitations, 
prevailed at length upon the Emperor, who imme- 
diately gave his orders tor the raifing of three hun- 
dicd thoufand men. 

The Omrahs, v.ithd. awing from court, enteied in- 
to a confpiracy, and gaining the Chiefs of the feve- 
ra! corps which compofed this army, fo haftily af- 
fembled, concerted with them to betray the Prince. 

The young hero, being infoimed of the plot that 
was laid againft his life, a Lttle before he gave battle 
to the Partans, had the addiefs privately to fecure the 
perfons of thofe treacheious commanders, he then 
attacked the enem , , and, ga.ning a complete viftory, 
obliged them to c](.’!t the covinny by a Drccfp't"r- 
•'5 fiK'hr, 



a F F a I R S of D E L L I. 

lygy. flight. While the Prince was thus glorioufly deliver- 
his country from the Pattans, the confpirators 
in the capital caufed it to be reported, that he was 
fallen in battle, and, entering the palace, feized on 
the Emperor, and ftrangled him, giving out that 
he had poifoned himfelf in a fit of defpair, occafion- 
ed by the lofs of the battle and the death of his fon. 
This horrible aflaffination could not be concealed 
from the Prince, who was now returning in triumph 
to Delli. He was fenfible of the danger that threa- 
tened his own life from fo formidable a confpiracy^ 
and, to avoid it, adopted the ftratagem which his 
great grandfather Aurenzeb pradifed on another oc- 
cafion. He appeared inconfolable for the lofs of his 
father, pretending to believe that he died a natural 
death : he tore off his garments, and took the h*a- 
bit of a Fakeer, declaring publicly, that he renounc- 
ed the world, and that he would never more have 
concern in the government. 

A Court of juftice for a flate criminal is a thing 
unlieard of in thefe lawlefs governments ; and there 
is no way of punilhing a traitor, but by turning 
againffc hun his own aits of treachery and deceit. 

The Prince adted his part fo well, that he deceiv- 
ed the conipirators, who went out to meet him, with 
alTurances of their readinefs to acknowledge him for 
their mafter and King, He received them with a 
declaration of his intentions to give up the crown, 
and even to retire from the world. He told them, 
that, as it v/as neceflary fo vail an empire fiiould not 
be deftitute of a head, he mu ft entreat their affift- 
ance to direft him in the choice of an emperor, de- 
firing that they would affemble in his palace that 
evening, to deliberate on this important affair. The 
Omrahs retired, flattering themfelves that they 
Ihould now have an opportunity of fetting up a crea- 
I ture 
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ture of thtir own; while Amet Shaw, for that was 1757. 
the name of the young Emferor, entered the royal 
palace, and prepared a number of trutly perlons, 
whom he placed on each fide of the doors ol the fe- 
vcrai avenues which led to his inner court. 

The entrance to the apartments of Eaftern Princes 
is fo'difpofed, with a view to prevent thefudden it- 
ruption of afiklTins, that theie is no approaching the 
prefence chamber but through long oblique paflages, 
wherein, at inteivals, there are recefles tor the pofting 
of ouards. This contrivance at once fecures the mo- 
narch from the attempts of the moft determined vil- 
lains-, and, at the fame time, afbrds him an oppor- 
tunity for executing his purpofes on thofe who have 
incuried his difpleafure. 

0 

Every thing being difpofed for the reception of 
the Omrahs, they were each introduced, as they 
arrived, to thefe fatal avenues and, as they ftoop- 
ed to pafs the curtains, which are generally kept 
lowered, they were feized by the guards, and im- 
mediately received the juft reward of their crimes. 

Thus the Emperor Amec Shaw eftablifiied him- 
felf, for a W'hile, in the quiet pofleffion of the throne, 
by triumphing at onceover his foreign and domeftic 
enemies. But it was not long before the peace of 
Delli was more fatally diilurbed; for the Fattan 
Chief retiring to Lahore, in a little time affembled 
a much more formidable army, and entering Delli, 
gave up the town to be plundered three days by his 
foldiers. In the mean time, he took to himfelf all 
that was to be found in the royal treafury, and re- 
quired of the colleftors of the public revenues, that 
they fliould be accountable to him foi all they had 
received. He then marched*home, being fuppof- 
cd to have taken away more riches, except jewels, 

M thr.''. 
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than Nadir Shaw earned out of the country. FIs 
made no revolution, and, it iS faid, no alteration m 
the government of Indollao, and yet he aflumed a 
kind ol ibvereignty over it •, but when he returned 
to Lahoie, he drew a line from noith to fouth, af- 
fuming to himfelf avail extent of countiy to the 
weft of that line, which was before, at leaft nomi- 
nally, dependent on the empire of Indoftan ; there 
he left his fon T unur as Governor ol his new domi- 
nions, and gave no fuich.r difturbante to Indoftan 
till the year 1757. 

Before we enter on the moft important of all the 
military operations on the Coromandel coaft, it may 
be ufeftil to take a view of the ftrength ol the re- 
fpedlive Companies. 

The French had nineteen hundred Europeans on 
the coaft, exclufive of thofe with M. De Buffy, be- 
fore the arrival of their fquadron in September. This 
fleet brought a reinforcement oF one thoufand mili- 
tary, which, added to a number of ftiilors that were 
landed, nearly compieated three thoufand five hun- 
dred men. The Englifti having no more than one 
thoufand three hundred of the Company’s troops, 
had encreafed them by enUfting three hundred and 
thirty-four of colonel Adlercron’s regiment, when 
that officer, with his corps, was ordered home-, 
and as the China Ihips brought them only eighty- 
four foldiers, their whole foice amounted to no more 
than one thoufand fix hundred and eighteen men. 

In confide! ation of this vaft fnperiority on the part 
of the enemy, the Prefidency judged it necelTary to 
fufpend all operations of the field, and keep the 
troops colledled m the feveral garrifons. Conform- 
ably to this plan, thef drew the army from Conjeve- 
ram into Madrafs, ordered back major Polier, %vho 
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maiched to the northwara, to proteft Tripety i" 
agaioft the threatened attack of NazeaDulla Cawn 
from Ntlioure ; and dirsfted captain Csillaud (who 
having taken pofleffion of the fort of Maduia, was 
preparing to inarch for Tineveliy) to return to Ihi- 
chinopoly with all his Europeans, and as many fe- 
poys as he fhould think neceiTary ; leaving Ifyjf 
Cawn, with the left of the fepoys, to protedl f-ra- 
dura and Tinevelly. 

While we continued thus waiting the motions of 
the French, and furprized that they Ihould remain^ 
inaeftive for fo many months after the taking oi 
Chettepur, a fleet of eleven fail, commanded by M. 
D’Ache, appeared olF Fort St. David early in the 
morning of the 28th of April: two of them pro- 
ceeding to Pondicherry, landed M. Lally, while fe- 
ven anchored in Fort St. David’s road, and two far- 
ther off to the eaftward. The Biidgewater and Tri- 
ton being furrounded in St. David’s road, were oblig- 
ed to run afhore, in order to fave their crews and 
ftores. Next morning a large detachment from Pon- 
dicherry entered the bounds of Fort St. David, and 
were to have been joined by the troops from the 
ihips ; but the unexpedted appearance of the Eng- 
hfh fquadron to the fouthward at the fame inftantj 
putting them into confufion, pievented the difem- 
barkation. 

Admiral Pocock being joined by commodore 
Stevens, who arrived in Madrafs road on the 24th 
of March, with the Elizabeth, Yarmouth, Wey- 
mouth, and Newcaftle, on the 2Sth hoiftcd his flag 
on board the Yarmouth, and, after having pul the 
fquadron in the beft condition pofl'.ble for the fea, 
failed on the lyth of April, in oidcr to get to wind- 
ward of Fort St. David, to intercept the French 
M ?, fquadron^ 
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1758. fquadroo, which, by intelligence, he had reafon to 
-v~— 'expefl. 

His whole forte now confifted of the Yarmouth, 
fixty-four guns, five hundred and forty men, cap- 
tain John Harrifon ; the Elizabeth, fixty-four guns, 
four bundled ninety-five men, commodore Stevens, 
captain Kempenfelt, his captun ; the Cumberland, 
fixty-fix guns, five hundred and twenty men, captain 
Brereton; the WeyiTOUth, fixty-guns, four hun- 
dred and twenty men, captain Nicholas Vincent ; the 
Tyger, fixty guns, four hundred men, captain Tho- 
mas Latham ; the Nevvcaftle, fifty guns, three hun- 
dred and fifty men, captain George Legge; and the 
Salifbury, fifty guns, and three hundred men, captain 
John Somerfet with the Queenborough and Protec- 
tor ftoreihips. 

The 28th at noon the admiral made Negapatam, 
and the next moining, at half an hour paft nine 
o’clock, in running down to Sr. David’s, faw feven 
iliips m that road getting under fail, and two cruiz- 
ing in the jiiing, which, by their not anfwenng his 
fignal, he concluded were enemies, and made the fig- 
nal for a general chace. They then flood off fhore 
to the eaftward, under top-fails, with the wind at 
fouth and at noon, being jouned by the two fhips 
in the offing, and forming the line of battle a-head, 
•with the ftarboard tacks on board, the admiral found 
it ncceffary to make the fignal to form hi'? line aifo 
and when all his fhips came up and got into their fta- 
fion, which was a little before thiee o’clock m the 
afternoon, and nearly within random fhot of the 
enemy, who continued under their top-fails, he bore 
down upon the Zodiaque, on board of which Ihip 
M. D’Ache wore a cornette at the mizen-topmaft 
head, keeping a little a head of him. The French 
began to fire upon him as he approached them: 

not- 



NAVAL OPERATIONS. 

notwithftanding which, he forbore to throw out the 
lignal for engaging till he came within half muflcet 
ihot ol the Zod'aqiie. A little alter three, perceiv- 
ing the Ihips were not all got near enough to the ene- 
my, the admiral made a fignal for a clofer engage- 
ment which vus immediately complied^ with by the 
Ihips in the van. At half an hour paft four, oblerv- 
ing the rear of the Fiench line had diawn up pretty 
ciofe to the Zodiaque, he made the Cumberland, 
Newcaltle, and Weymouth’s fignals to make fail 
up, and engage ciofe. A few minutes after, M. 
D’Ache broke the line, and fliot up under the lee 
quaiter ot his fecond a-head, and then put before the 
wind : his fecond a-ftern, who kept on the Yar- 
mouth’s quarter moft part of the adion, then came 
up along- fide, gave his fire, and bore away-, the 
two other Ihips in the rear came up in like manner, 
and then bore away. The admiral obferving the 
enemy’s van to bear away alfo, hauled down the fig- 
nal for the line, and made the fignal lor a general 
chafe. At fix, the enemy joined two fhips about 
four miles to leeward, and at the fame time hauled 
their wind, and flood to the weftward, with ih? 
larboard tacks on board. 

The Yarmouth’s mails, yards, fails, and rig- 
ging, as well as the Elizabeth, Tyger, and Salif- 
faury, were damaged fo as to prevent their keeping 
up with the other fhips that were in the rear during 
the adion, and had fuffered but little. P’rom the 
condition of the fhips, and, more efpecially, as the 
night approached, the admiral thought it neceffary 
to haul ciofe upon a wind, and ftand to the fouth- 
weft, in order, if poflible, to keep to windv/ard of 
the enemy, in hopes of being able to engage them 
next morning, if he could be fo fortunate as to pre- 
vent their weathering him in the night. He order- 
ed the Queenborough a-head to obfsrve their mo- 
M 3 lions. 
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tlons, arid continued endeavouring to work up after 
them till - fn: in the morning of the firft of May j 
•when Ending he lod: ground confiderably, for the 
enemy had received little damage in their rigging, 
he came to an anchor about three leagues to the 
northward of Sadrafs, and fent an officer to the 
Chief of that fetdement for intelligence. From 
thence he was informed, that the 3ien-ii ime, of fe- 
venty-four guns, had received fo muc'i damage in 
the aiftion, that the enemy was obliged to run her on 
ihore a little to the foulhward of Alampaivey, where 
the French fquadron was then at an anchor. The 
aftion was about feven leagues weft by noith of that 
place. 

Admiral Pocock, in his letter to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty obferved, that commodore Ste ■ 
vens and captain Kempenfelt, captain Latham, and 
captain Somerfat, who were in the van,, and alfo 
his own captain, captain Harrifon, and a!! the offi- 
cers and men belonging to the Yarmouth, by their 
endeavours to come to an engagement with the ene- 
my, and their condud in adlion, gave him a fenfiblc 
fatistaftion. 

It was confefted by feveral Ficnch officers, that 
they had fix hundred men killed in the adlion, and 
many wounded. Our lols was only twenty -nine men 
killed and thirty wounded j which defpanty can 
only be accounted for by the enemy’s endeavouring 
to dilmaft our fhips, while we fired at their hulls : 
and this will alfo account for the deftrudl^on of the 
Bien-aime, and the efcape of all the reft, who got 
fafe to Pondicherry the 5th of May. T he French 
had in the engagement eight fhips of the line and a 
frigate. The Zodiaque of feventy-fonr guns, on 
board of which M. D’Ache, ^as it has been faid, 
wore a cornette ' on the mizen-top-maft head: Le 
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Bien-aime, alfo of feventy- four guns, Le Vengeur, _ 
and Le St. Lou:s of fixty-four, Le Due d’Orieans 
and Le Due de Bouigognc of fixty, -Le Conde and 
L.e Moras of fifty, and La Syiphide, a frigate of 
thirty-fix guns. Aftci the engagement they were 
joined by the tvo ftips which had been at Pondi- 
cheay to land M. Laliy : they were, Le Comptede 
Provfucc ct feventy-four guns, and Le Diligent of 
twenty lour. 

Admiral Pocock having received one hundred 
and twenty lecovered men from the hofpital, and 
above foui fcore Lafears from the Governor of Ma- 
drafs, and having filhed his niafls, and repaired his 
moft material damages, tried for fome days to work 
upfhore, but v/ithout fuccefs He then put off the 
land ; and on the loth of May ftretched as far to the 
fouthward as the latitude of nine degrees and thirty' 
minutes north, by which he hoped to fetch to wind- 
ward of Fort St. David j but upon ftanding in 
again, he met with ftrong wefterly winds, and the 
Cumberland’s leak increafed fo as to prevent her 
keeping the wind, therefore being able to reach no 
higher than Alamparvey, he anchored off chat place 
the 26th of May. The 30th he got up in fight of 
Pondicheiry ; and the ift of June in the motning the 
French fquadron weighed, and flood out of the road, 
confifting of ten fail. Admiral Pocock being con- 
liderably to leewaid, expedled that they would bear 
down and engage him ; but they kept clofe to the 
wind, and plyed away from him, notwithflanding his 
endeavours to get up with them, which was prevent- 
ed in a great meafure by the Cumberland’s bad fail- 
ing. The fecond and third day, the current fetting 
ftrongly to leewaid, our fquadion, not having any 
land nor fea winds, lofl: groun^t confidcrably. The 
6th, the admiral received a letter from the feledl com- 
jmitcee of Foit Sc. George, acquainting him, that 
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St. David’s funendered the 2d, and that it Wc's pio» 
bable Fort St George would foon be invcfted, 
■which would put it out of his power to fupply the 
fleet with water. The admiral finding this reafoning 
to be juft, returned and anchored in Madrafs road, 
where he fupphed his fquadron with water and other 
r.eceffaries. 

Having related the whole progrefs of the fleet to 
their return to Madrafs, it is now time to fhew by 
what fteps the French became mafters of Fort Sc, 
David. 

The 29th of April the French horfe came into the 
bounds of Fort St. David, and prefently after them 
five hundred men of the regiment of Lorrain, and 
about two hundred of the Company’s troops, with a 
number of fepoys, artillery-men and eight pieces of 
cannou. They cut off and difperfed feveral of our fe- 
poys, and plundered the villages. Their motions 
■were fo fudden, they very much alarmed the inhabi- 
tants of fort St. David, fo that many of the Laf- 
cars, fepoys, and moft of the artificers left the place. 
The enemy having fummoned Cuddalore, it was 
furrendered on the 3d of May, on condition that the 
garrifonfhould have liberty to retreat, with their arms, 
to Fort St. David the next morning. 

The enemy having withdrawn almoft every man 
from their garrifons, to make themfelves as ftrong 
as poffible for the fiege of Fort St. David, formed a 
very confiderable army, amounting to three thou- 
■ fand five hundred Europeans, and began to fire upon 
the place with two guns from Cuddalore the i6th, 
and with five mortars from the new town the 17th. 
On the 26th they opened a battery of feven guns 
gnd five mortars to the weftward, at the diftance 
9f about eight or nine hundred yards j and on the 

3orit, 
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30th, one to the north, of nine guns, and three mor- 
tars at the diftance of fevcn or eight hundred yards, 
and another to the north call: of fotir guns, at about 
the fame diRance. 

The befieged had loft the greateft part of their 
black forces by defertion, when they imprudently de- 
fended the out-pofts ; which, coniidering the weak- 
nefs ol their garrifon, ftiould have been abandoned 
and deftroyed. Thofe who remained in the place, as 
well Europeans as others, were little difpofed to the 
obfervance of difcipline and regiilaiity; for having 
too free accefs to the fevera* ftotehoufes of arrack and 
other flrong liquors, they were never in a condition 
properly to do their duty. 

The enemy had not yet made any breach, but had 
difmounced and difabled thirty guns and carnages, 
and ruined ftveral of the works, fo that many of 
the parapets and platforms were deftroyed by the fhot 
and fliells. The tanks, or refervoirs, had fuffered by 
the bombardment, fo that there was no water to be 
had fit for ufc, but what came’ out of the covered 
way ; from which they coulc chly be fupplied by 
night ; and the beft well there was likewife deftroy- 
ed by a bomb. They were alfo fhort of ammuni- 
tion, having expended a great deal in firing away in- 
confiderately, before the enemy had begun to make 
their approaches. 

This being the ftate of the place on the ift of 
June, at the requeft of major Polier, the Deputy 
Governor called a council of war; and it was unani- 
moufly agreed to furrender upon the following ar- 
Sicles of capitulation. 
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W A R on the 

ARTICLES of CAPITULATION. 


By which Alexander Wynch, Efq-, affing Deputy Go- 
vernor, and the Gentlemen of the Council at Fort 
St. David, in behalf of the United Company of 
Merchaijta of England trading to the Eaft -Indies, 
are v/illing to furrender the Foil of St David to 
M. Lally, Lieutenant Genera! in his mofl; Chnf- 
tian Majefty’s Service, and Commander 'in Chief 
of the French Forces in India. 


I. That all acis of I. Acorde^ 
hoftility fliall ceafe, until 
the articles of capitula- 
tion are agreed upon and 
figned. 


II. That the Deputy 
Governor fhail march, at 
the head of the garrifon, 
drums beating, colours 
flying, out of the barn 
er into the advanced co- 
veted way, where the gar- 
rifon lhail ground their 
arras, and furrender them- 
felves piifoners of war, 
on condition of being im- 
mediately exchanged for 
an equal number of his 
moft Chnftian MajeRy’s 
fubjeds, now piifoners in 
our garrifons on the coaft 
of Coromandel and, as 
foon as the exchange takes 
place, the garrifon to be 
iranfported to fuch of our 


II. AcORDe' 
pai tie des honneurs, mais 
la garnifon fera conduite 
pnfonniere a Fondichery, 
oil die lefteiajuiques a te 
qiielle foit changee cen- 
tre part'll nombre d’of- 
ficiers et foldais de S. M. 
T . C. adluellement au 
Trichinopoly, et quand 
les dies foldats de S, M. 
T. C. feiont arnvez a 
Fondichery, la due gar- 
nifon de Fort St. David, 
fera conduittc a Madrafs 
ou a Devicots a moa 
choix, ' 


fettlemcnts 
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Kttlements as our Prefi- 
denc and Council of Fort 
Si George may think 
proper. 

in. That Fort St. HI. ]s ne m’engage a 
David, and icsout-woiks, rienfur cet article, c’eftla 
ftiall not be demohlhed ; fort de la guerre qui en 
but remain in tlieir pre- decidera, et non celuy de 
feni Fate, until the con- la paix. 
ciufion of a peace. 

IV. That all the gar- IV. La garnifon, et 
rifon, including all the les fujets de fa Majefte 
fubjedts of his Entannick Britannique n’empoite- 
jVajefty, as well civil as rent avec eux que leur 
military, fhal! have all vaiflelle, chevaux, hardes, 
their baggage and effedls oa ineubles domeftiques, 
fecured, v/ith liberty of et il leur fera foqrni des 
removing and difpofing batteaux pour les tranl- 
of them as they fhall porter a Pondichery, bien 
think proper ; and that entendu que les dits bat- 
they be flipplied with teaux feront vifite par 
boats, or proper convey- un commiffaire de nos 
ances for that purpofe. troupes, en prefence d’un 

commiffairciA ngloisnom- 
mez a cet elFct. 

V. That the Deputy V Acorde^, quoy que 
Goi'ernor and Council, je n’aye pas lieu d’etre 
and the Company’s fer- content de Mi. Wynch, 
vants be exchanged a- qui a manque a ce quil 
gainft an equal number me devoic ainfi qu’aux 
of the French Eaft-India regies de la guerre. 

Company’s fervants made 
pnfbners by admirsl Wat- 
Ibn at Chandernagore j 
.and, until the e.xchange 




W A R on the 


172 
175S. 

u »~ v — - * takes place, that they be 
permitted to go on their 
parole to f* ore St. George. 

• VI. That the fick in 
the hofpital which cannot 
be removed, have liberty 
to remain, under the care 
of their own furgeons; 
and that they be fupplied 
with pioperprovifions and 
and necefiaries on paying 
for the fame. 

VII. That a captain 
and fifty of the Englifli 
troops lhall remain in the 
fort, to deliver it up, and 
that ftrid: difcipline be 
obferved, that no irregu- 
larities be committed ; 
and, after the furiender, 
to take the fate of the left 
of the garrifon. 

VIII. That twocom- 
miflaries ihall remain, to 
deliver up all the maga- 
zines, ammunition, can- 
non, mortars, and goods, 
and point out to the en- 
gineers all the mines and 
fubterraneous works. 

IX. That no Com- 
pany’s fervaat, civil or 
military, beremoved from 
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VII Um officier, et 
dix hommes, fufinont a 
cette operation pareeque 
je ne feray entrer qu’une 
compagnie de gienadiers 
dans le fort jusques a ce 
qu’il foit evacLie. 


VIII. Acordf''. 


IX. Ac o R D e' mais 
ceu qui s’en abfenteront 
fans pafleport de moy, fe- 
the 
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ihe coaft of Coromandel, 
until the exchange fhall 
take place. 

Ar, Wvnch. 

P. PoLtER DE BoTTENS, 
Rich. Faircield. 

FoitSt Daud, 

June s, 175S. 

Separate article. 

That the deierters 
which were in the Eng- 
Iilh fervice at the time of 
the cartel fettled between 
the Governors of Fort 
St. George and Pondi- 
cherry, fhall be deemed 
as prifoners; and thofe 
v/hich have deferred fince 
the preient war, be par- 
doned, and return to their 
colours. 

Ar. Wynch. 

P. POLIER DE BoTTENS. 
Rich. Fairfield. 

1*0 t St, 

June 2^ 175S. 


ront traittez comme ef- 
pions. 

Lally, 


A cord e. 

La garnifon fortira a 
cinque heures apres midy 
par la porte de L’Ouv- 
rage a come ou elle de- 
polera fes armes et il fera 
permis aux officiers mili- 
taires et civils, de refter 
jufques a demain dans le 
fort, la compagnie des 
grenadiers de la feconde 
battaillon de Lorrain 
prendra pofleffion de la 
porte de L’Ouvrage a 
come, et de celle du fort 
qui y communique et s’y 
tiendra jufques a nouvel 
ordre. 

Lally. 


The lofs of St. David’s gave a great and juft 
alarm to the government of Madrafs ; as a much 
more refolute and obftmate defence had been expeft- 
ed, fiom the known bravery of major Polier, who 
commanded the troops there: but it appeared, that 
very little care or oeconomy was ufed in the manage- 
ment of their artillery and ammunition, as one offi- 
cer only of that depa.tment was in the place ; the 
ram vlio compof/d the garnfon were diunk and 

dif 
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1758. diforderly, and fully fenfible of the littie difciphnc 
they were under. ■ 

A COURT of enquiry was ordered at Madrafs, to 
examine and report fadts : lieutenant-colonel Dra- 
per, the majors Brereton andCaiilaud compofed this 
court. They reported. That major Polier’s perfonal 
behaviour was much to be commended, but that 
he was injudicious in defending two out-pofts at 
ibrne diftance from the town, as his numbers were 
but weak, having only two hundred Europeans and 
eighty invalids, and about thirty of the artillery, 
whom he could properly call his garrifon ; the fea- 
men from two frigates which had been run on fliore 
and burnt, made the majority of his troops : the 
black forces deferred in great numbers. However, 
it was judged that the place might have held out 
much longer, and that the terms on which it furren- 
dered were fhameful, as the French v/ere not maf- 
ters even of the outward covered way, had made no 
breach, and had a wet ditch to fill up and pafs, before 
the town could poffibly be affaulted. The want of 
ammunition and water were urged as the principal 
excufes for its furrender; and that the powder with 
which all the mines were loaded weie fuppofed to be 
fpoiled by the dampnefs. 

Major Polier, to wipe off the dilgrace, was 
from that moment for fighting upon every occafion, 
whether proper or not; and, Lke other men in fuch 
fituations, ran from one extreme to the other. 

He defired to go a volunteer with colonel Draper 
in the firft fally made during the fiege of Madrafs, 
and was mortally wounded. He was a brave man, 
but very hafty, paffionate, and fufpicious, which 
often occafioned much uneafinefs both to himftlf and 
every one elfe. He had ferved the Company on feveral 
3 oGcafions 
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occafions with much reputation and condud; and, 1758, 
it is thought, the ill opinion he entertained of his w-y— * 
garnfcn was his motive for confenting to the giving 
up of St. David’s. 

4 

M. Lally’s anlvver to the third article of the ca- 
pitulation too plainly implied the inevitable deftruc- 
tion of the fortifications of St. David’s. I' he works 
hat e fince been blown up, and the whole reduced to 
an 'heap of ruins. The prejudice and partiality of the 
conqueied, however they may complain, cannot juft- 
ly condemn a general for an ad of this nature ; for, 
fiireiy, the deftrudion of an enemy’s fortrefs is one 
of the great ends of war. But the ruin of villas, and 
the injury done to many beautiful ftrudures in the 
neighbouring country, will be a lafting reproach of 
wanton barbarity to the French. As tor the devaf- 
tations they committed in their march from St. Da- 
vid’s, by plundering and burning the villages they 
paffed through, they were immediately refented by 
the people of the country. The fufferers on this oc- 
cafion had it in their power to take their revenge, 
and, by cutting off the fupplies of the army, foon 
reduced them to fuch a ftate, that they were almoft 
exhaufled by famine as they lay before Tanjore. 

On the 25th of July admiral Pocock failed with 
the fquadron under his command, and flood to the 
fouthward, along (hole, with the fea and land 
breezes^ and anchored on the evening of the 26th off 
Alamparvey , and leeing a fnow and feven chelingas 
near the fort, clofe in, fent the boats manned and 
armed, who burnt and funk the chelingas, and 
brought off the fnow ; the chelingas were all empty, 
and had been fent from Pondicherry With cinnon 
and ordnance ftoies, which were all landed the day 
before ; the fnow was loaded with firewood for Pon- 
dicherry. 
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1758. The 27th in the evening the fquadron got up 
within three leagues of Pondicherry road, where the 
French fleet was at anchor, confifting of eight fliips 
of the line and a frigate. Our fleet confifted of only 
fevtn fbips, being the fame that were engaged in the 
lafl: aiflion, but feme of them now differently com- 
manded : captain Martin, who had before been left 
ill at Madrafs, now took tlie command of the Cum- 
berland. . Captain John Stukley Somerfet was ad- 
vanced from the Salifbury to the Vv'eymouth, cap- 
tain Colville had the Newcaftle, and captain Brere- 
ton the Salifbury. Next moining, about ten o’clock, 
the enemy got 'under fail, and flood to the fouth- 
ward with the land breeze. Admiral Pocock made 
the flgnal to chafe, in hopes of being able to get up 
with, or weather them if poffible, that being the 
moft probable means of bringing them to adion ; 
but they kept to windward, and the next morning 
anchored to the fouthward of Porto Novo. They 
then weighed and flood to windward with the land 
breeze, and about eight o’clock were out of fight. 
At four o’clock in the afternoon, the admiral difeo- 
vering a fhip in the fouth-eaft quarter, gave chafe; 
at five {he hoifted French colours, and flood for the 
land; he foon after run her on fhore about two 
leagues to the northward of f orto Novo, and fent 
the boats on board to endeavour to get her off, but 
finding it impracticable without Jofing too much 
time, fet her on fire. She proved to be the Reftitu- 
tion, bound to Pondicherry from Caiical, where fhc 
had been fent with oidnance ftores and other ma- 
terials for M. Tally’s army. This fliip had failed 
from Bengal laft Odlober with French pnlbners, who 
mutinied, and taking the command of the fliip from 
the mafter, carried her to Maffuhpatam, fiom. whence 
file was fent to Pondicherry ; where the Governor 
and Council, contrary to the law of nations, made 
a prize of her. 


Ok 
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On the ift of Augufl:, at ten o’clock in the after- 1758. 
noon, the admiral came in fight of the French fqua- v— 
dron, as they were getting under fail off Tianque* 
bar, and foon after they formed the line of battle a- 
head, with the ftarboard tacks on board, and feemed 
to edge down towards him ; but when he made fail 
and flood for them, they hauled upon a wind till one 
o’clock, when they foimed the line of battle a-breafl, 
and bore down upon him with an eafy fail. At half 
an hour paft one he made the fignal, and formed the 
line of battle a-head w:lh the flarboard tacks on 
board, and flood to the eaflward under his topfails, 
fometimes the main-topfails fquare, as the flips fla- 
tions required m the line, waiting for the enemy. At 
five the enemy’s van was a-breafl of our center, at 
about two miles diftance; they flood on nil their 
van was a-breaft of ours, and kept about the fame 
diflance till half an hour paft fix, when they hoifled 
their topfails, fet their courfes, hauled clofe upon a 
wind, and flood to the fouth eaft. The admiral then 
made the fignal for our van to fill and ftand on, and 
make fail to the fouthward, keeping in a line till 
twelve o’clock ; and judging by the enemy’s fignal 
guns that they had tacked, made the fignal to wear, 
and flood to the weftward after them, but at daylight 
faw nothing of them. 

In the evening he defcried four flips in flore to 
the north- weft, and on the 3d at five in the morn- 
ing, faw the enemy off Negaparam, about a league 
to windward, formed in the line of battle a-head 
with theii flat board tacks on board. He made the 
fignal and formed his line a-head, with the ftarboard 
tacks on board, and flood to the fouthward with an 
eafy fail.^ At feven o’clock, obferving the enemy 
kept their wind, he made the fignal fur making moie 
fail, in order to get to windward, for that was the 
only probable means of bringing them foon to ac- 
N tion. 
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1758, tion, as they failed better in general than our fqua- 
v~-^ dron, A i half an hour pafl eight they began to edge- 
down upon him, and at nine weie at about three mJes 
diftance. He then made the fignal for the Elizabeth 
and Tyger to change places in the line, apprehend- 
ing the enemy’s leading fhip in the van might be an 
over match for the Tyger. At ten the enensy bore 
away, and fleeied for our rear, by which means on 
the fea breeze fetung in about noon, our fquadron 
got the weather gage of jhem 5 and at twenty mi- 
nutes after, the admiral made the fignal for the lead- 
ing fhip to fleer fix points from the wind, and at one 
o’clock got near, within random ihot of them ; their 
line being then in the form of a half moon, their 
van and rear being to windward of their center* 
About twenty minutes after, obferving the enemy’s 
&ip in the van begin to fire on the Elizabeth, who 
was within muflcet fhot of her, the admiral made the 
fignal for battle, and began the engagement with the 
whole fquadron. Mr. D’Ache, who was then under 
his topfaiis, in about ten minutes after fet his fore- 
fail, and kept more away; his fquadron did the fame, 
and continued a running fight in a very iiregular line 
till two o'clock, w'hcn the Comte de Provence, the 
enemies leading fiiip, put before the wind, having 
cut away hei mizen raaft on account of taking fire m 
the siiizen top. Eight minnies after, the Zodiaque 
’and the firip a-head of her kept more away, and 
were immediately followed by the Ihips in the rear, 
which continued in an irregular line a-bieaft, and 
increafed their diftance a little from us ; on which 
admiial Pocock made the fignal for a clofer engage- 
ment, in order for all his line to bear down as foon 
poffibic and rake them, which was immediately 
obeyed ; and we were able to keep within gun Ihoc 
of them till three o’clock, when obferving they be- 
gan to make more fail, the admiral hauled down the 
fignal for die line, and clofer engagement, and made 
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the general fignal to chafe ; on which the enemy cut i ; 
away thtir boats, and made aii the fail they couidj 
and flood about north noith well; uui iquadion 
purfued them with all the fad they could cioud till 
near-dark, when the enemy got off by out fa,) mg us, 
and we were obliged to leave oft cnafe, and at eight 
o’clock anchored off Cancai. 

The damage we received w'as, chiefly in our mails 
and rigging, for the eneipy’s endeavours we*e (as ui 
the former adlidn) to difmaft us. They did nor ap- 
pear to have fuffeied much m their liggirg, but 
they had about five hundred and foity men killed 
and wounded ; among the latter were Mr. D’xlche 
and his captain. There were no more than one and 
thirty Enghfh killed, and one hundred and fixteen 
w'ounded. Commodore Stevens received a mufquec 
ball m his flioulder, and captain Martin a wound in 
his leg by a fpLnterv 

The admiral had the pleafure, on this occafion, 
of writing to the board ol Admiralty, that the beha- 
viour of all h;s officers and men was, iq this adlion, 
entirely to his fatisfadlion. 

Ov the 5th the Queenborough intercepted a 
French fnow, named the Ruby, of about one hun- 
dred and twenty tons. She failed from the iflands 
the ill of July, and was bound to Pondicherry, 
loaded chiefly with Ihot and medicines. 

The French fqnadron continued in Pondicherry 
road from the lafl affion till the 3d of September, 
when they failed and pioceeded direiffly to the iflands. 
Upon advice of their being failed, the ‘admiral fent 
the Queenborough off Ceylon ; for as it was ve. y 
early in the feafon, it was probable they might have 
N 2 test? 
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1 7:; 8. cruize there abouts. She returned the 

17 th without feeing them. 

The French were at this time driven to fuch fhifts 
for want of money, that on the 7th of Auguft they 
fe'.zed and carried into Pondicherry a large Dutch 
Ihip from Batavia, bound to Negapatam, and having 
taken for their own ufe all the money, to the amount 
of feven or eight lack of roupees -, they unloaded the 
cargo and detained the Ihip. It is faid that M. Du- 
pleis did the fame laft war. 

The fquadron having embarked major Caillaud, 
with two hundred and fifty men (from Trichinopo- 
!y) at Negapatam, landed them at Madrafs the 25th 
of September. They remained there, raking in their 
water and ftores, till the.feafon called upon them to 
proceed to Bombay. The admiral, before his de- 
parture, in confequence of an application from the 
feiedt committee, landed a captain and lieutenant, with 
a hundred and three marines-, as a farther ftrength to 
the gainfon. 

The French had withdrawn their whole garrifon 
from Seringam, except a few fepoys, who were left 
to deliver the place to the Maiffereans : but captain 
Caillaud, before his departure from Trichinopoly, 
had made a difpofition for attacking it before the 
troops arrived from MaifTore; and the French fc- 
poys, upon his approach, abandoning the place, be 
took pofll'ffion of it without any lofs. 

Upon the news of the furrender of Fort St. Da- 
vid, the troops which garrifoned Arcot, Chengala- 
pm and Carangoly, were ordered into Madrafs ; for 
it was expedted the enemy would attack that place 
next i but in cafe they fliould go to the fouthward, 
and inveft Davecotah, which proved to be their de- 
+ . fign. 
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|jgn, the Chief there had orders to abandon the place 5 
^nd if the Iquadron Ihould be near him, to go on 
board with his garriibn, in order to come to Ma- 
drafsj if not, to retire to Tnchinopoly; which laft 
he efFe£led without any difficulty, by paffing through 
the Tanjore country. The French took policffion 
of Davecotah ; and fbon after M. LalJy crofled the 
Coleroon with his whole army, except feven or eight 
hundred men, which he left with M. Soupire ; a part 
of thefe afterwards were fent to the fouthward, M. 

Laliy marched by Tranquebar, and the Danes ap- 
plied him with fome ammunition and field pieces. 

He then encamped in the bounds of Negapatam, 
and demanded of the Dutch a loan of money, and 
alfo of cannon, ammunition and provifions j but the 
Dutch denied that they affifted him with any thing, 
except provifions, of which they fent him continual 
fupphes during the expedition to Tanjore. The firfi: 
aft of hoftility committed by the French againft the 
Tanjoreans, was the taking pofleffion of Nagore, 
their fea port, and felling to Mr. Fifher, colonel of 
huflars in their fervice, for two lack and a half of 
roupees, all the efFefts that were found there belong- 
ing to the country merchants from all parts of India, 
to the value, as was computed, of twice that fum. 

From Negapatam they marched to Trivalour, a 
pagoda, about fifteen miles on the road to Tanjore; 
there they eftablifhed a magazine, and from thencs 
fent deputies to demand of the King of Tanjore the 
payment of a note forced from him hj the French ar- 
my, and Chunda Saib, in the year 1749% forfeven- 
ty-five lack of roupees; and alfo a free paffage thro’ 
his country, for the army to march againft Trichi- 
nopoly. Captain Caillaud, who commanded in that 
place, being direfted by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
to ufe all his endeavours to prevent the King of Tan, 

See 5, 
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17 -g jore from being frightened into a compliance with 
thefe demands, had the fatisfadlion to find that the 
behaviour of the French at Nagore had provoked 
the King’s refenttnent, and he had already ordered 
Monagee tvith his troops to oppofe the march of the 
French. - One thoufand fepoys, and five bundled 
CoIlerk'S, were ordeied to .leinforce the Tanjoreans 
from T nchinopoly but as it v/as not fafe to part 
with any turopeans from that garnfon, Monagee, 
with his country foices alone, was obhged to retreat 
before fo large a body of legulars. It was then to 
be ft-aied that they would he reduced to the neceffity 
of an accommodation 5 but fuch was the opinion 
they had formed of the French, that they chofe ra- 
ther to iland a fiege. than enter into a treaty with 
them. M Lally, prefuming that the conftancy of 
their refolutions might be daggered by their late re- 
pulfe, fent an embafly to Tanjoie of two officers and 
a piicfi, to demand a paffage for his army, by the 
neareft road to 1 richinopoly 5 definng at the fame 
time the afflfta.ice of his troops. The King confent- 
cd to a paiihge through his country, but not by the 
road which was defired He alfo ofiered fome money, 
but indeed a vciy fmali part of the fam demanded. 
As fer the afiiftance of his troops, he abfolutely re- 
fufed it. A"' ith this anfwcr the officers returned to 
cam!!, leaving behind them the prieft, who fome 
time after aflicd a fcccnd audience ; at which, he 
not only infifted on the two former articles, but add- 
ed to them the immediate payment of five lack of 
toupees T he King exprefled great furpnze at the 
preiumption of the pi left, but confented to give four 
lack; Out of which he lequired fome dedudtion 
fitould be made for the damage done at Nagore ; 
'and as to the other articles, he gave the fame anfwer 
as before. While they were ti eating, the army ftiil 
kept advancing ; which iufily increafing the fufpi- 
cions of the King, he ordered the prieft to be dif- 

miffed, 
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tniffed. At night the advanced guard of the French jy -g. 
army fired fome fhot againft the town, fiom two 
pieces of cannon, which of confequence put an end 
to all negotiation. 

The French loft every day fome Europeans, by 
the frequent fallies from the tov/n j at length they 
' brought up their whole force againil it, which 
amounted to two thoufand three hundred and feven' 
ty regulars, and a great number of difciplined fepoys. 

The artillery which was already brought up, confift- 
ed of fourteen field pieces, and three of heavy can- 
non, and they had fourteen more at Tu valour. All 
this was not yet fufficient to dejedt the Tanjoreans. 

At this very time they had fent out a body of horfe, 
joined with the Polygars of the*country, to cut off 
the communication of the French with Carical ; and 
had already deftroyed fome convoys of provifions. 

Captain Caillaud having had the good fortune to 
keep the King of Tanjore fteady to his true interefts, 
had alfo prevailed on Tondeman to affifl with all his 
people on this important occafion. A large body of 
his Peons entered Trichinopoly to reinforce that gar- 
rifon, while a confiderable party adapted for that fer- 
vice, were employed to harrafs the enemy and inter- 
cept their fupplies. For thefe, and his former fer- 
vices, the Governor and Council thought proper to 
reward captain Caillaud with a major’s commiffion. 

M, Tally finding that he did not advance bis 
affairs by hoftilities, and being in great want of pro- 
vifions, and other necelTaries, attempted once more 
to perfuade the King of his fincerity, by fending him 
an officer of fome rank and quality, and alfo a pneft, 
who were at once appointed to conclude an agree- 
ment, and to remain as hoftages. By this ftep he 
prevailed fo far, as to receive in hand fifty thoufand 
roupees, and a promife of four lack, as alfo of a fup- 

N 4 ply 
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ply of three hundred horfe, and one thoufand Colle- 
ries ; and on his part he engaged immediately to re- 
move the army fiom before the town. M. Lally 
making no motions towaids the performance of this 
part of his agreement, the King of Tanjore refufed 
to let the two hoftages return; and declared they 
fhould nor leave the town till the French army broke 
up from befoie it. This produced feveral meffages, 
and, at length, it was agreed that the King fhould 
forthwith fend him the three hundred horfe and Col- 
let les , and for his own fecurity he might detain the 
gentlemen till the army was moved three days march 
from the p.ace. The advantages of this treaty were 
all overthrown by the hafty temper of M. Lally, 
who feeing only fifty of the three hundred horfemen 
arrive in camp, ordered them all into confinement ; 
declaring aloud, that as the King had not kept his 
■word in fehding the full number engaged for, he 
would keep thofe he had prifbners till he fhould re- 
ceive the whole. 

The King upon this confined the two hoftages, 
and would not fend any more men till his people 
were releafed. On the other hand, M. Lally, pieaf- 
jng himfelf with the thoughts of having brought' 
up all his heavy cannon, and erected batteries, while 
he was amufing the King with a negotiation, began 
to fire upon the town, and had even made a confi- 
derable breach, when the I'anjorcans, determined on 
a general fally. This they executed on the prh of 
Auguft, with a furprizing fuccefi : for it will appear 
furprizing, that a body of country troops, although 
their number in horfe, fcpoys and Colleries was ex- 
ceeding large, fhould make any impreflion upon fo 
ftrong an army of Euiopeans, and difcipiined fepoys, 
as M. Lally had under his command, fupported by 
A large train of aitiilery. They attacked at once the 
French camp and batteries, killed about one hundred 

Europeans, 



Coaft of COROMANDEL: ' 1% 

Europeans, took one gun, one tumbril of ammuni-: 1758. 
tion, two elephants, and fome horfe ; blew up four 
tumbrils of ammunition, and then returned into the 
town. 

M. Lally quitting at once all his defigns, re* 
treated towaids Carical, leaving his guns fpiked upon 
the batteries. The Tanjoreans did not purfue him 
till the morning, when they came up with him upon 
his march, cut off fifty more of his men, and took 
two pieces of cannon and two mortars. The reft 
made their retreat to Trivalour, and from thence to 
Carical j and about the end of the month, the 
greateft part of the troops, and M. Lally himfelf, re- 
turned to Pondicherry. M. Soupire arrived there a 
few days before, after making a march towards 
Wandewafh, and back by the way of Alamparvey. 

They moved again about the beginning of Oc- 
tober, and took poffeflion of Arcot, they then re- 
turned, and having taken Tripaflbre, continued fome 
time at Conjeveram, colledling ammunition and 
ftores, till they were joined by M. De Bufly, with a 
body of three or four hundred foot and as many 
horle, from Golconda. Having allb retaken Tri- 
nomalay, they Ihewed by their motions a defignupon 
Chengalaput; advancing towards that place with 
three or four hundred Europeans, five hundred fe- 
poys, and five pieces of cannon ; but were prevented 
by the arrival of four companies of fepoys. This 
reinforcement came very opportunely for the prefer- 
vation of a poft of lo much conleqiience, as it co- 
vered all the countries on this fide "the Foliar ; and, 
when in pofleffion of the enemy, would expofe even 
our own limits to incurfion, be a harbour for defert- 
ers from our own garnfen, and prevent fupplies of 
firewood, grain, and other provifions, from com- 
ing 
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jng info the town. For thefe reafons it was refolvedj 
that the prefent garrifon of nine companies of fepoys. 
With a ferjeantj corporal, and twelve gunners, ftiould 
be reinforced by a detachment of feventy Euro- 
peans. This was the more readily determined, as 
there would be no expence of tranfporting ftores, the 
pay of the fepoys would be no more there than at 
Madrais, and yet their force would be fufficient to 
refift any fudden aHault. The enemy, if they re- 
folved to rake the place, muft have been under a ne- 
ceffity of bringing up their whole army, or at leaf!: a 
confideiable part of it, and alfo a tiain of battering 
cannon, with proportionable ftores : all which would 
be attended with fuch an expence and lofs of time, as 
they would probably think more than equal to the 
benefits aiifing from the conqueft of the place. The 
juftnels of thefe conclufions appeared in the end for 
the enemy, influenced by the fame reafons, waved 
their defigns upon the place, which, it is to be fup- 
pofed, they heartily repented during the fiege of 
Madiafs. Captain Prefton was ordered to take the 
command of the fort, and to repair the works : he 
foon fin it into fuch a ftate as made it defenfible 
againft a coup de main, and by that means fecured 
it till fuch time as M. Lally heard of the ai rival of 
colonel Draper’s regiment on the Malabar coaft, and 
then he haftened every thing for the immediate at- 
tack of Madrafs. 

CoLONTEt Draper himfolf arrived in September, 
with part of his regiment ; and about the middle of 
Odicber it was determined that he Ihould maich 
%vith a battalion of our troops as far as Wandelour, 
while, colonel Lawrence took poft with another at 
i^e Mount, to be in readinefs to fupport the former. 
This was done to make the enemy cautious of bring- 
ing,^ ^pavy on this fide the jiverj and, by the 

check 
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check it gave to their motions, fecured an opportu- 17^3, 
nity of fupplying the garrifon of Chengalaput with 
the needful ftores. 

In the mean time, Ifouf Cawn was ordered to 
march towards them from Trichinopoly ; and he 
accordingly fee out the 20th of November with two 
thoufand well difeiplined fepoys, and two light field- 
pieces. In his way he took Ellavanafore. 

The Nabob having recommended to the Gover- 
nor the engaging a party of Marattas, as the moft 
elFedtual method of pi eventing the enemy from tran- 
fportmg their artillery by land fot the fiege of Fort 
St. George, a propofal was lent to Morarow foon af- 
ter the lofs of St. David’s, with which he complied, 
and engaged to fend his Vakeel to Madrafs to fettle 
the terms. According to their dilatory way of pro- 
ceeding, the Vakeel did not airive till Odober; it^ 
was then agreed that Morarow Ihou Id find two thou- 
fand horfe to our affiftance 1 that five thoufand rou- 
pees Ihould be advanced at Royal Cherow, a place 
near Tripety, for the expence of five hundred horfe, 
which were to march upon the firfl: notice, fo as to 
arrive at Chengalaput in twenty five days from the 
time the Vakeel Ihould leave Madiafs. 

That ten thoufand roupees, for the expence of 
the other fifteen hundred horfe, Ihould be paid at 
Guttey, from which place they were to let out, and 
arrive at Chengalaput in forty-five days from the 
time the Vakeel fiiould leave Madrafs ; and that ten 
thoufand roupees Ihould be paid on the arrival of the 
faid two thoufand horfe at Chengalaput. The 
twenty-five thoufand roupees advanced as above 
to be dedudled out of the allowance to the troops 
of half a roupee per day each horfeman ; which 
was to commence from the day of their arrival at 
Chengalaput. The 
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The Vakeel further defired an allowance might 
be fettled to the Sardars (or commanders of the 
troops) and allb for each horfe which fliould be kill- 
ed in our fervice in the time of adion ; and it was 
accordingly agreed that an allowance of thirty rou- 
pees per day fhould be made for all the Sardars and 
Jemidars; and that for a Sardar’s horfe killed in 
battle one thoufand roupees fhould be allowed, and 
four hundred roupees for each horfe belonging to the 
reft of the troops. 

Intelligence being received that M. Lally had 
been reinforced by the daily jundlion of confiderable 
paities, it was thought no longer advifeable to truft 
a part of our force at fo great a diftance as Wande- 
lour ; therefore colonel Draper was defired to return 
to the Mount as foon as he fhould hear that the 
ftores, for the proteftion of which he remained till 
then in thofe parts, were fafely arrived. Colonel 
Draper accordingly moved from Wandelour the 
I ith of November, and joined the other battalion at 
the Mount. 

This place, of which mention has been already 
made, and which will hereafter frequently be fpoken 
of, is an eminence, properly called St. Thomas’s 
Mount, from an ancient tradition, that the Apoftle 
St. Thomas had preached the gofpel to the Indians 
on that fpot. He has always been confidered as the 
tutelar faint of the place, and at this day a Portu- 
giieze prieft officiates in a chapel dedicated to him, 
which ftands on the top of the Mount. It is juftly 
efteemed for the goodnefs of the air, and the plea- 
fantnefs of the fituation, on which account a number 
'of villas' have been built by the gentlemen of Ma- 
drafs, -with gardens all furroundcd with brick walls 
breaft high. In this flation, which is about nine 
miles from Sc. Fort George, the two battalions re- 
mained 
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ftiained till the 6th of December 5 when colonel Law- 1 75 ^* 
rence receiving intelligence of a great augmentition of v— ' 

the enemy’s force at Wandelour, fent his aid de camp 
to Fort St, George, to defire he might be reinforced 
with as many more men as poffible. Accordingly, a 
party was ordered, and maiched that afternoon at five 
o’clock ; but at the fame time the Governor was de- 
fired to write to colonel Lawrence, to remind him 
that the utmoft caution was neceflary at this impor- 
tant ciifis; and that it would be too hazardous to 
venture an adtion, unlefs upon terms of the higheft 
advantage. 

Colonel Lawrence having received the Go- 
vernor’s letter, and at the fame time hearing the ene- 
my was in motion, and confidering the weak ftate of 
the garrifon, ordered three companies of infantry to 
maich to the little Mount with the two twelve poun- 
ders, as if to reinforce the party cantoned there ; but 
at the fame time they were diredled to march to Ma- 
drafs, Thefe motions were made the 7th, and now 
the danger of Chengalaput being removed, and that 
fort having received all its fupplies, the reafons for 
maintaining the poft at the Mount no longer fubfift- 
ed : there&e it was detei mined to draw the whole 
force nearer to the garrifon ; and accordingly the ene- 
my having advanced within fight of the Mount in 
the afternoon of the 9th, our army retired that even- 
ing to the Choultry-plain, and there encamped. 

The French army under the command of M, 

Lally, encamped at the Mount, and their advanced 
guard took poll at Marmelan. 

The enemy having marched from the Mount, the 
1 2th in the morning, appeared about day-break upon 
Choultry-plain. Our army after about two hours 
cannonading, retired into the garrifon, and the ene- 

my 
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17^8. encamped upon the fpot which our troops aban* 
doned, about a mile and a half to the fouthward. 
At the fame time their advanced guards took pollef- 
lion of the Garden-houfe, and the .neighboring vil- 
lage, in order to inveft the town. The whole force 
ot the enemy was three thoufand five hundred Euro- 
peans, two thoufand fepoys, and as many horfe. 

Nothing of any confequence paffed the next day, 
v/hich was chiefiy fpent in reconnoitring this occa,- 
fioned a few fliot to be fired, but without much 
effcdl. 

Three pofts which w^eheld in the Black Town 
were reinfoiced, not widi a defign to make an ab- 
ftinate refiftance, but to letard their progrefs as much 
as poffible, and then retreat towards the fort in fuch 
a manner, as to run no rifque of being cut off. 

Early in the morning of the 14th of December, 
M. Tally marched in two columns to attack, and 
take poffeOion of the Black Town, wliofe large ex- 
tent made it impoffible for our fmall force to difpute 
it with the enemy ; there had been polled only two 
or three picquets in fuch parts as were neareft to Fort 
St. George. Upon M. Tally’s approach, they made 
a hafty retreat towards the Fort, and increafed the 
general confufion, v/hich at fiift was but too vifible, 
occafioned by the numbers of black people, women 
and children, who came thronging towards rhe fort 
for prote 3 :ion. It appeared necelTaiy to do fome- 
thing immediately, to refiore the fpirits of the gani- 
fon i and to convince the enemy that we were not 
to be taken fo eafily as they had been taught to be- 
lieve. Colonel Draper imagining that the mod: pro- 
•bable means of producing this elFed might be by 
^making a fally, and diflodging the enemy, whilft 
they were yet unfettled, and ^ perhaps plundering » 
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for indeed their apparent contempt of the ganiibn, 1: 75s, 
and known want of difciphne, Ictmed to invite to 
the undertaking, refoived to offer hinifelf to com- 
mand a party for that fervice. He communicated 
his thoughts to the Governor and colonel Lav/rence, 
to whofc fuperior authority, and great judgment, he 
paid the utmofi deference. 1 hey weie cf his 
opinion ; and, according to his requefl-, gave ivm 
five hundred men and two field pieces. At the fai-ie 
time one hundred and fifty meifiander major Biere- 
ton, marched at Ibme diftance upon colonel Draper’s 
right flank, to obferve Lally’s brigade, and prevent 
their coming upon them from the north pait of the 
Black Town, by which they had entcied. 

The men marched out of the garrifon with great 
lefolution ; and had their regularity and obedience to 
orders been equal to their fpirits, much might liars 
been done ; for the French fuffered our people to 
form upon their left flank, miftaking them for Dai- 
ly’s brigade. The fire of our artillery loaded 'with 
grape, loon convinced them of their error; they im- 
mediately fell into the greateft confufion, abandon- 
ed their cannon, and thought of nothing but faving 
themfelves. Had a proper advantage been made 
of this critical moment, the confequence might 
have been fatal to the enemy. Colonel Draper’s ex- 
hortations to the foldiery, to ceafe firing, and pulb 
the broken remains of the French with fisted bayo- 
nets, were quite ineffedlual ; though he himftif ad- 
vanced forwards to fet them the example. But as 
he was followed only by four grenadiers, being un - 
fupported, he was obliged to retire 5 for of the four 
brave fellows who went on with him, two were kill- 
ed, the other two dangeroufly wounded, 

CotoNEL DR.(iPER’s march, pofitions, and letreat, 
ai'e repiefent^d by a dotted hue n the plan of Ma- 
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drafs. The colonel proceeded through the ftreet b}’’ 
the line (i) till he came to (3), where he perceived 
fome of the enemy, and received a fcattering fire. 
To check them he left two platoons, and marched 
on with the reft to the pofition (6), where he had a 
fair view of the Lorraine regiment and Indian batta- 
lions in the flank ( 4 ), for they expeded him in ano- 
ther ftreet a little higher up (2), and had pointed 
four guns in that diredion. Our cannon (6) began 
to play brifkly witdi grape, and together with the 
mufketry, made fuch havock among the enemy, that 
they foon lell into confufion, and ran a-crofs the 
ftreet undercover of fome huts. 

Colonel Draper then advanced towards their 
guns (from w’hich they had only fited three fhot)and 
exchanged a piftol with the officer, who offered to 
furrender them; and had theie been any men to 
bring them off, they would have been taken: but 
our troops having, like the French, thrown them- 
felves in among fome old walls, and under cover of 
houfes, gave the enemy time to rally ; and confu- 
fion became fo vifible among our people, that colo- 
nel Draper thought it moft prudent to retreat, which 
he began by marching down the ftreet, as the dotted 
line (8) fhews; but unfortunately about eighty of 
his men not paying a due regard to the motions of 
the reft, (which might be owing to the black drum- 
mers having run away, who ffiould have beat the re- 
treat,) were fhut up by the enemy m the fquare (7), 
and taken prifoners : colonel Draper being joined 
by major Brereton at (6), who had marched to fup- 
port him by the line (9), continued his retreat with 
little lofs to the fort, notwithftanding the regiment 
of Lally came from the Armenian church to the 
little bridge (10), and, with two pieces, fired grape 
at our troops paffing along (8), but they moftly fell 
ftiort. 


Could 
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Could regularity and obedience to the officers or- 
ders have been prefetved among the men in this El- 
ly, It might m all probabilay have prevented the 
fiege of Madrafs, and have ended in the total over- 
throw of the Lorraine regiment, and the two batta- 
lions of India; as it was, they had thirty officeis or 
more killed and wounded, and near three bundled 
men. The count D’Eftaipg, a brigadier general, 
was taken prifoner in the beginning of the action. 
Our lofs was major Polier mortally wounded ; cap- 
tain Pafcall Ihot through the body ; captain Flume 
mortally wounded and taken ; captain lieutenant 
Eilhock killed ; lieutenant Elliot fhoc through the 
body ; lieutenant Smith wounded and taken ; lieu- 
tenant Blair wounded and taken; enlign Cook 
wounded and taken ; and enfign Chafe mortally 
wounded and taken. Cur lofs of men was one hun- 
dred and three taken, of which nineteen were wound- 
ed, about fifty vveie left dead on the fpot, and the 
fame number came in wounded ; fo that we fuflTered 
a diminution of more than two hundred men, and 
nine officers. 

In the beginning of December major Caillaud, 
from his known intereft and influence with the coun- 
try powers, was fent with letters from the Prefi- 
dency to the King of Tanjore, Tondeman, and the 
other Polygars in that part of the country, in order 
to procure affiftance from them, with which the ma- 
jor was to join captain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn, and 
take the command of that party. 

The danger both from the enemy and the feafon 
were no fmall objeftions to this undertaking ; for as 
it was extremely difficult to guard againft the for- 
mer, the danger of the latter was not lefs to be ap- 
prehended, fince It was the very height of the Mon» 
foon; and there v/as no way of going to the fouth- 
O ward 
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1759. °P®” boat, within the reach of 

w-v--— ' many garriibns which the enemy now poffefled on 
the coail. I'he Prefidency having duly weighed all 
thefe difficulties, were determined at length to ha- 
zard them on account of the uncertain ftate of af- 
fairs at the court of Tanjore, and the danger of its 
falling under the abfolute influence of the French. 
Major Caiilaud was thetefote ordered to proceed, 
which he did m the manner aforementioned ; and 
having overcome ail the difficulties which of confe- 
quence attended fuch a voyage at that feafon, he 
landed at the Danifh Fort of Tranquebar; from 
whence, as foon as the rains abated, which was about 
the middle of December, he reached Tanjore. He 
found, at his arrival, the face of that court ftrangely 
altered. Monagee, the Prime Minifter, and all his 
adherents had been turned out, and a new fet placed 
at the head of affairs. When he fpoke to the King, 
he found him ready to confeot to every thing he 
aflted ; but as foon as his back was turned, the new 
council overfet it ail, by perfuading the King it was 
better to wait and fee the event, and then fide with 
the ftrongeft, according to the policy of eaftern 
courts, This did not abfolutely difcourage the ma- 
jor, w'ho perfevered till he was promifed a body of 
five hundred horfe, which were to be got ready as 
foon as poffible. While this was in agitation, the 
major received the fir ft advices that the enemy had 
inverted Madrafs, and were in pofleffion of the Black 
Town. The King had alfo received the account; 
and as it is natural to fuppofe, the example of Fort 
St. David, which had been fo foon given up, and 
his fears for the fate oi the only fettlement we had 
left, created new doubts and new delays. Major 
Caillaud was put off from day to day, but at laft he 
carried his point, though for no more than three 
hundred horfe, which the company was to pay. He 
had collefted about the fame number of fepoys, ail 
5 cbofen 
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chofen men, well difciplined and adi^'e, andfo they 5-50. 
proved ; for in eleven days they marched two hun- 
dredand fifty infies, and got to Chengaiaput. 1 heie 
he heard the party he was to command was at the 
Mount, Upon this intelligence, the ma;or, leaving 
his men who we:e too much fatigued to folio?/ him 
at that time, took frelh horfts and arrived at the 
Mount about two m the morning. 

Here he found that Ifouf Cawn, (who after fe- 
veral encounters had ftill fifteen hundred fepoys, and 
two thoufand horle) had been joined by captain Prei- 
ton, v/ith part of the gsrnfon of Chengalaput, con- 
fifting of about fix hundred fepoys, fixiy uairopeans, 
and fix three poundeis. There were alfo added to 
this paity, captain Vafleiot, with ten of hiS t: cop- 
ers. The occafion of his commg was the immediate 
neceffity of fupplying this little army with money, 
which being indifpeniibly urgent, captain Vafie.'ot 
offered himftlf to lead ten of his troopers, v.no 
fhould each carry a bag of a thoufand pagodas to the 
camp, and this he mofl. gallantly effedled. 

With this body of troops captain Prefton had 
frequently cut olf the enemy’s fnpplies by land, and 
fjrpnzed one convoy with a number of fpaie aims 
and tents for three thoufand men, which he took. 

Fie kept M. Lally in conflant alarms, by continual- 
ly movmg about, but full keeping fo near him. 23 
greatly to difiii- b and harrafs him. Captam Prefiria 
had repulfed fcveral detachments fiom the Frcncn 
army ; and, in one afcion, which had been very fe- 
vere, had the good fortune to dilpei fe great part of 
the black forces, which obliged the enemy to move 
off towards “licot to reciuit-, from whence :-ey 
had returned with an augmentation of the counny 
troops three days before major Cailiaud joined the 
ai mv. 

O 3 
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Captaii^ Preston’s aftivity, as it merited ari 
the acknowledgments which were beftowed on it by 
the ganifon, was, in effcdt, the gieateil interruption 
tothe befiegeis. At length Mr. Lai ly, thoroughly 
fenfible of the check this flying camp could at all 
all times give to his defigns, refolved to fend fucha 
force againft them as would cruflr them elTedlually. 
"He ufed to fay they were like the flies, no fooner 
beat off fiom one part, but they came to another. 
For this purpofe he ordered a detachment of fix 
hundred Europeans, fifteen hundred fepoys, all his 
cavalry, (which confifted of near three hunched Eu- 
ropean dragoons, and about one hundred huffars, 
with a thoufand Marattas,) and ten pieces of cannon, 
to attack them. Notice being received before day 
that a large body of the enemy were advancing, ma- 
jor Cailiaud prepared to receive them, by polling his 
troops to the bell advantage. It has already been 
faid, that round the bottom of the Mount, many 
inclofures had been made, and gardens laid out, fur- 
rounded with brick wails -parapet high not to inter- 
cept the profpedl. On the Mount, and behind thefe 
gaicien walls, the major had made the bell difpofi- 
tion he could of his infantry. His cavalry were 
all drawn up on the right, being the bell fpot where 
they could a(5l. As the day broke the enemy appear- 
ed in fight, and the cannonade began. Their cavalry 
was inclining very fall to the right, about three hun- 
dred paces from the fiont of our left. It was moft- 
ly their Europeans who puflied on that fide, while 
their fepoys endeavoured to occupy ail the banks and 
places on our left, for there they could be under co- 
ver. Their cavaliy made a ftand as foon as they 
came oppofite to ours, to whom orders were imme- 
diately fent to charge. They readily obeyed, and 
moved on with a good countenance for about one 
hundred yards ; but finding the enemy were ad- 
vancing upon them with the fame intention, they 

were 
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were feized with a pannick, and fled with the utmoft 
precipitation. 

The French cavalry who were foremoft, puifved 
a little too eagerly a large body that were prefling 
through an interval, which is between the village and 
the foot of the Mount. They were loon flopped by 
a difcharge from a party of foot, which had been 
ported there. Upon this they retreated, not without 
lofs. Things went on a little better on the left. The 
village was well defended, and two or three times 
taken and letaken, till at length, after three hours 
difpute, It was loft by the ralhnefs of the officer who 
commanded that port , who feeing the enemy retreat 
in feme confufion, indifcreetly purfued, not obferv- 
ing a party that was ready to fupport them. This 
parly flopped him, and drove him out of the vil- 
lage which he never could recover. 

Thus flood affairs about ten o’clock in the morn- 
ing, when the enemy, tired of attacking, contented 
themfclves with cannonading us feverely, in hopes, 
by that means, they might diflodge us : but though 
our people fuffered a good deal, they could not pre- 
vail ; therefore about four they made another attack ; 
but the garden w'alls were fo lined with mufquetiy, 
that it quite cnlpuited them, and they began to think 
of a retreat. At the clofe of the evening they moved 
off their arullery, and foon after their whole body, 
and left us maflers of the field of battle, where we 
remained about two hours, which was all the time 
that major Caillaud thought proper to flay, having 
no ammunition left for his artillery, and very little 
ior the mufquetry : he therefore moved off in the 
night towards Chengalaput, the only place from 
whence he could be fiipplied. The lofs of the ene- 
my in this affair was about one hundred and feventy 
O 3 Euro- 
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Europeans killed and wounded, and near three hun- 
fcpoys. 

In the beginning of the fiege, M. Laily, who had 
made very free with the Dutch ever fincc his arrival 
in the country, was pleafed to give them another 
proof of what little reipedl he paid to their neutrality, 
by feizirg the fort of Sad’afs, a fettlement of theirs 
on the coad, equally diftant fi'orn Pondicherry and 
Madiafs. Being refolved to make a magazine of 
this place, he turned out the Dutch foldiers and gar- 
rifoned it with French ; giving for a reaibn, that 
he did it to pi event our takingit, which he pretend- 
ed Vv as our defign. 

When it had pafied into the hands of our enemy, 
major Caillaud thought proper to lay a plan for fur- 
pnzing it, and difpofed his march lo as to be there 
about four o’clock m the morning. The darknefs 
of the night deceiving the guides, he could not 
reach Sadrafs, which is twenty miles from Chenga- 
laput, till late next day, which effedfually difap- 
pointed his fcheme, as he was not diong enough to 
attempt it by open fotce. An accident, however, 
made him amends for his difappointmcnt. At 
night his patroles brought him one of M. Tally’s 
meflengers, with a letter direded to the Governor of 
Pondicherry ; which is fo extraordinary, that it 
would be unpardonable not to infeitit with the other 
occurrences relative to the fiege of Fort St. George; 
efpecially as it is a mod authentic proof that the gar- 
rifon owed their deiiveiance to their own bravery and 
ronducl, and not to the arrival of the llnps, fines 
they did not appear till after the wilting of this 
letter, 

Ap 
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1759- 


Au camp devant Madias le 14 Fevrier, 1759. 



Monsieur, 

“ II auroit un beau coup a faire ici, i! y a un Vaif- 
ieau en cette rade de vingt pieces de canon chaige de 
toutes les richefles de Madras et qu’oji dit y devoir 
refter jufqu’au vingtieme: I’Expedit.on vienc d’ar- 
liver mais M, Gorlm n’eft point homme a Tattaquer, 
puis qu’il Fa deja fait fuir une fois. Le Briftol d’un 
autre cote a peine a paru a St. Thome que lur la 
nouvelle vague des tieize Vaifleaux de Fortonove il a 
pi 13 Fepouvante et apres avoir debarquee les muni- 
tions dont il etoit charge, il n’a feulement pas voulu 
fe donner le terns de reprendre douze pieces de fon 
canon quil nous avoir prete pendant le fiege ; fi j’e- 
toit juge du point d’honneur des officiers de la com- 
pagnie, je le cafferois comme un verre, ainfi que 
quelques autres : ou la Fidelle ou ce meme Bnftol, 
avec fes douze canons de plus, fuffiroit pour fe rendre 
maitre du bailment Anglois, s’ll pouvoit parvenir a 
gagner le vent fur luy dans Fobfcurite de la nuit. 
Maugendre et Tremillier font, dit on, ties bons et 
ne duflent ils fervir qu’au tranfport de deux cens 
blefses que nous avons ici, le fervice feroit d’lmpor- 
tance. 


“ Nous fommes toujours dans la meme pofition : 
la breche faite depuis quinze jours, toujours aquinze 
toizcs du mur de la place, et jamais ne levant la tete 
pour la regarder. Je compte qu’en anivant a Pon- 
dichery nous chercherons tous a appiendre quelqu’- 
autie metier, car celuy de la gueire exige trop de 
patience. 

“ De quinze mille Cipayes dont Farmee eft cen- 
See composee, j’en compte a peu pres huit cens fur 
la loute de Pondichery, charge de fucre et de poivre 
O 4 e? 
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e: autres merchandifes, quant aux Coulis, ils font 
tons employes pour le meme objet depuis le jour que 
nous fommes arrive ici. 

“ Je prendrai mes mefures dcs aujourd’huy pour 
embrafer la ville noire et faire fauter la Poudriere, 
vous n’lmagineiez jamais qne ce font cmquante de- 
ferteurs Francois et une centame de Suifles qui tien- 
nent en ariet deux mille hommes des troupes du Roy^ 
et de la Compagnie quif nt encore ici exrftant, mal-* 
gic les etats furchages que chacun fait ici a fa guife 
de la boucbeue qu’on en a fait, et vous ferez encore 
plus forpris fi je vous difois, que fans les deux com- 
bats et les quaires battailles que nous avous tflliye, 
et fans les deux batteries qui ont ete manquees ou 
faites de travers, pour pailer plus clairement, nous 
n’auiious pas perdu cinquantes hommes depms le 
commencement du fiege, jufques aujourd’huy. J’ay 
ecrit a M de Larche, s’il perfifte a ne point vf nir ici, 
tiieia de Targent qui voudia des Poleagares, ce ne fera 
pas moy, et je renonce, comme je vous en ai deja 
• prevenu il y a plus d’un mois, a me melei diredle- 
nient m indiredlement de tout ce qui peut avoir ra- 
port a vdtie admmifcration, foit CiViie foit militaire; 
J’irai plus tot commander les CalTres de Madagafcar 
< que de rtfLer dans cette Sodome, qu’il nefl: pas pof- 
fibie que le feu des Anglois ne detruife tot ou tard au 
defaut de celuy du Ciel. 

J’ay I’honneiir d’etre, &c, 

L A L L Y.’* 

Je fuis obliger de vous prevenir que Mr. De 
Soupire avhut letuse de prendie le commandenient 
de cette annee que je luy ai ofFert, et auquel il eft 
autorife par le double de mes expeditions que la coin* 
ly/ avoit remis, il faudia que malgre vous, avec le 
confcil, vous vous en chargiez, Jc m’eirgage feule- 

msnt 
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inent a vous la ratnener foit a Arcane, foit a Sadrafs, 
envoyez y vos ordres, ou portez vous y vous meme 
pour la Commander, car je la quite en y arnvant.” 

Translation of an intercepted letter from 
M. Lally to M. DE Leyrit. 

From the camp before Madrafs, the I'jthofFebr. 17 SZ' 

“ A GOOD blow might be ftruck here : theie is a 
Ihip in the road, of twenty guns, laden with all the 
riches of Madrafs, which it is faid will remain there 
till the 2 oth. The Expedition is juft arrived, but 
M. Gorlin is not a man to attack her ; lor fne has 
made him run away once before. The Bnfto!, on 
the other hand, did but juft make her appearance be- 
fore St. 1 homas, and on the vague report of thirteen 
ftiips coming from Porto Novo, fhe took fright : 
and after landing the piovifions with which ihe was 
laden, Ihe would not Hay long enough, even to take 
on board twelve of her own guns, w'hich fhe had lent 
us for the fiege. 

“ If-I was the judge of the point of honour of the 
Company’s officers, I \vouId break him like glafs, as 
well as fome others of them. 

“ The Fidelle, or the Harlem, or even the afoie- 
faid Brifiol, with her twelve guns reftored to her, 
would be fufficient to make themlelves mafters of the 
Engliffi fhip, if they could manage fo as to get to 
windward of her in the night. Maugendre and Tre- 
millier are faid to be good men; and weie they em- 
ployed only to tranlport two hundred wounded men, 
that we have here, their fervice would be of impor- 
tance. 

“ Wi remain full In the fame pofition: the breach 
rnade thefe fifteen days ; all the time within fifteen 

toifts 
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toir,^s cf the wall of the place, and never holding up 
oui heads to look at it. 

“ I REciiON we {hall, at our an ival at Pondicher- 
ry, endeavour to learn fome other trade ; for this of 
war requires too much patience. 

“ Of fifteen hundred fepoys which attended our 
army, I reckon near eight hundred are employed 
upon the load to Pondicheny, laden withfugar, pep- 
per, and ocher goods ; and as for the Coulis, they arc 
all employed for the fame purpofe, from the firft day 
we came here. 

“ I AM taking my meafures from this day to fet 
fire to the Black-town, and to blow up the powder- 
mills. 

“ You will never imagine, that fifty French de- 
ferters, and one hundred Swifs, are aiStually ftop- 
ping the progrefs of two thoufand men of the King’s 
and Company’s troops, which are ftill here exifting, 
notwith {landing the exaggerated accounts that every 
one makes here, according to his own fancy, of the 
{laughter that has been made of them ; and you will 
be {Till more furprized, if I tell you, that, weie it 
not for the two combats and four battles we fuftam- 
ed, and for the batteries which failed, or, to fpeak 
more properly, wh'ch were unfldlfully made, wc 
ihould not have loll fifty men, from the commence- 
ment of the fiege to this day. 

“ I HAVE wrote to M. de Larche, that if he per- 
fifts in not coming here, let who will raife money 
upon the Polygars for me, I will not do it ; and I 
renounce (as I informed you a month ago I would 
do) meddling, directly or indireclly, with any thing 

what- 
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whatever that may have relation to your adminiflia- 
tion, whether civil or military, hor i had rather go 
and command the Caflres of Madagafcar than re- 
main in this Sodom ; which it is impoOible but the 
fire of the Englilh muft deftroy, jooner or beers 
even though that from Heaven Ihoultl not. 

I have the honour to be, &c. occ. 
Signed, L A L L Y.'” 

“ P. S. 1 THINK it necefiary to appiize yon, that, 
as M de Soupire has refufed to take upon him the 
command of this army, which 1 have offered to 
him, and which he is impowered to accept, by hav- 
ing received fiom the court a duplicate of my com.- 
miffion, you muft of neceffity, together v/ith the 
council, take it upon you. For my part, I under- 
take only to bring it back, eithei to fircot or Sa- 
drafs. Send therefore your orders, or come your- 
felves to command it, foy i fiiall quit it upon my 
arrival there.” 

Upon the receipt of this letter, which was imme- 
diately fent to Madrafs, major Caillaud marched back 
again, to be near the fort, and to be ready for what 
fervice might be required of him. M. Lally had not 
time to execute his intentions of burning the Black- 
town, for on the 1 6 th in the evening, at length ar- 
lived oui long expedied reinforcement : on their fiifl: 
appeal ance he got ready for his march, and the next 
morning he was near out of fight. He left behind 
him all his heavey cannon, about forty pieces, and a 
large quantity of ftores. And thus Madrafs was faved, 
after a fiege of nine weeks, to the great honour of all 
thofe who were concerned in its defence. Colonel 
Lav/rence, who commanded, had the fatlsfadion to 
fee all his fervices in the country ciowned by a moft 
honouiable defence of the capital. Kis judgment 
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1 759. and experience were nobly leconded by the fpirited 
v-*—' conduct and bravery of colonel Draper and major 
Brereton. The Governor, Mr. Pigot, contributed 
alfo greatly to their fuccefs, by his prudent manage- 
ment of the llores, and the regularity which he en- 
forced : he frequently vifited all the polls, and was 
very liberal to thofe who diftingiiifhed themfelves 
upon the works. 

Th 3 fam of fifty thouland roupees had been pro- 
mifed, as an encouragement and reward to the gar- 
rifon for their good behaviour, in cafe they Ihould, 
by their refiftance, oblige the enemy to raife the fiege. 
Immediately upon the going off of the French the 
money was iffued, and two thirds difiributed among 
the Europeans, and one third to the fepoys and Laf- 
cais. 

A SIEGE which occafioned the exeitlon of fo much 
judgment, Ikill, and indefatigable adlivity, as were 
fhewn by the Governor and military officers, deferves 
to be recorded in the moft ciicumftantial manner; 
efpecially as the minute operations for the defence of 
the works will be inftiudtive to all who either prac- 
tice or delight in the ait of fortification. It is very 
fjitunate that a particular detail of all the operations 
has been delivei-ed, in a journal taken upon the fpot 
by the principal engineer : fuch a curiofity mull be 
the more acceptable, as it is certainly rare there 
having been few inftances, of late years, of any place 
which has been fo ferioufly attacked, and fo obfli- 
nately and fuccefsfully defended. 
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JOURNAL 

OF THE 

Siege of Fort St. George j 

Begun the 12th of December, 17585 
Ended the 17th of February, 1759. 


By J. CALL, Chief Engineer.; 


D uring the fally, the enemy fired feveral 1758. 

fiiot from fome field -pieces into the fort, but 
did no damage ; they were quiet the remaining part Xhurf- 
of the day, and we only fired a few cannon on thofe 
places where we imagined they were at work. No pec.iA. 
Europeans were to be had this day for a working 
part)’ ; but I luckily colledled a few Cooleys, brick- 
layers, and other aitificers, and fet them to make a 
dam in the gut at (c), to fliut up the communica- 
tion 
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1 75S. betweeii the water in the river and ditch, left the 

enemy fhould cut the dam (d), which kept up the 

water two feet or more, and thereby drain fo much 
oif. This was a piece of work on which much de- 
pended, and which, with difficulty, I got finifhed 
belore night. I alfo fet up a palhfadoe in an open- 
ing under the fouch flank of the royal bafiion (e', 
and lemcved feme gabions, fafcines, and other ma- 
teilals, which \Ycie in the way on the ramparts. 

Pec. i c. Several deferteis have come in fiom the enemy 
this day and yefterday ; who all agree in their re- 
poits, that the enemy loft many men and officers in 
yefteiday’s aftion. The enemy fired not a fliot this 
day from cannon or fmall aims, nor have they been 
perceived any where at work ; though we have many 
informations of their erecting batteries, and file now 
and then at the fufpeded places. By the enemy’s 
leconnoitnng and fituation, it feems as if they intend- 
ed to attack tiie north fiont by the north eaft angle ; 
I therefore confidered what was moft neceffary to be 
done to oppole them, and icfolved to compleat the 
blind which 1 intended befoietheold north eaft baf- 
tion, and to eiedt a fafcine battery on the glacis, be- 
fore the fhoulder of the eaft face of the noith-eaft 
baftion ; which battery is to reach quite down to the 
furf, and intended to fweep under the bank of the 
glacis, which had been cut down by the fea, and af- 
forded good cover for an enemy. It w'as alfo deter- 
mined to fet up a palhfadoe befoie the fea gate, and 
to clofe up with ftones the fmall gate on each fide 
the large one. A captain two fubalterns, and one 
hundred men, befides all the blacks I could colleci:, 
were ordered on the above fer vices, with Mefl. 
Leigh, Eifcrj and Scevenfon, engineers. 

jg A PARTY of forty volunteers, and forty fepoys, 
were this night ordered out, about eleven o’clock, 

to 
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to give the enemy an alert, and, if poffible, nail up 1758, 
fonre pieces of cannon which it was faid were in the 
Black-town ; but they had not proceeded much be- 
yond the glacis, before the enemy’s advanced cen- 
tinels gave their fire, and alarmed their whole force ; 
fo that our party, on hearing the drum beat to arms, 
remed. A party of one hundred fold'ers, and fixty- 
five fepoys, were this morning paraded for working, 
and diftiibuted chiefly to the woiks mentioned yef- 
terday, which were nearly finifhed by night ; and 
the pallifadoe round the fea gate Viianda entirely 
complcated. Fafcines weie alfo laid round, to form 
a parapet on that part of the fea gate battery which 
had none ; and fome fand bags laid for the fame 
purpofe in part of the barbet battery towards the fea: 
earth was alfo laid on the arch over the magazine un- 
der the old weft curtain, and over part of the hofpi- ’ 
tal adjoining. 

Last night, about eight o’clock, the enemy gave Dec. ly, 
an alarm, by a few men coming near the glacis and 
giving their fire : nothing remarkable happened af- 
terwards. This day one hundred men, two fer- 
jeants, and one corporal, v/ere on a woi king party, 
but the weather being very rainy, little was done ; 
they, and about two hundred blacks, were chiefly 
employed on the two batteries mentioned the 15th, 
to the north-eaft, in thickening the parapets of the 
old north-eaft baflion, compleating the bai bet battery 
with fand-bags, laying earth on the hofpital arches, 
fixing a pallifadoe to clofe the communication fiom 
the covered way on each fide to the north ravelin, and 
repail ing fome cheeks of the embrafures on the demi- 
baftion, befides other trifling repairs. I he enemy 
was not for certain perceived to be any wheie at 
work, though Angle guns (by way of fecurity in the 
night, I fuppofe; were perceived in fome of the 
ftreets. Very few fhot weie fired by us, and fewer 

Ihells, 
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fheils, duiing this day. Several deferters came ir 
lafi night and this evening ; from whom we learnt 
the enemy had fome mortars arrived at St. Thome. 
The governor this day gave it out publickly, that he 
woula diftribute fifty thoufand roupees among the 
gamfon five days after the fiege was raifed, or the 
French beat off. 

Dec 1 8 This morning it was perceived that the enemy 
’ had thiown up a breaft-work (A) from the houfes 
on the beach near the Old -town, to the fea fide but 
whether intended for a battery, or to prevent any 
attempt of ours on their flank, cannot be faid, - tho* 
I believe the latter ; becaufe the trench from whence 
the fand has been taken is on the fide of the enemy, 
contrary to the method of making batteiies; fome- 
thing of the fame kind was perceived in the ftreets 
next the fea, but no guns or mortars have yet been 
fired, or appeared ready for that purpofe. On our 
fide, a very few Ihot or (hells were thrown. The 
gentlemen of the fquadron, and marines, who had 
been on boat'd a Dutch fnow the larh, with an in- 
tent to go and tetke the French (hip which is coming 
up with their ftores, were this morning landed, be- 
ing very unwilling to undertake the expedition ; and 
having been detained by bad weather fo long in 
the road that it was fuppofed they were difeovered. 
Captain Jafper, who was to have commanded them, 
appealed much chagrined at his difappointment ; and 
indeed with reafon, for had he fucceeded (and I 
think he had great leafon to exped fuccefs) nothing 
could have done us more fervice, or the enemy great- 
er prejudice. A great many people were perceived 
to-day moving from the Mount towards the Black- 
town, which we apprehendeii were bringing up the 
enemy’s ftores. It is very remarkable, that thirty- 
three defertexs have come in from the enemy fince 
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tlieir arrival, and not one man has deferted from the 1758. 
garnfon, qt been lecn in liquor. u— -v— / 

A Peon came In and informed us, that captain Dec. 1 8. 
Prefton had fent our a party, under lieutenant Airey, 
from Chengalaput, which had intercepted a convoy 
of the enemy’s ftoies, confifting of tents fuiBcienc 
for the covering of three thoufand men, a large mor- 
tar, which he fpiked up, and burnt the bed j two 
guns, which he alfo fpiked, and burnt the carriages; 
and fome ammunition, which he carried off, with all 
the bullocks. No deferters laft night ; which is 
owing, I fuppofe, to fome extraordinary care or or- 
ders of M. Rally’s. The working party was this 
day about one hundred men, without officers; they, 
and the black artificers, were chiefly employed in 
fixing a pallifadoe before the new battery by the lea 
fide ; opening another embrafure in that battery ; 
cutting down the high bank which the furf had made 
by walking away the glacis; thickening the paia- 
pets of the old north -eaft baftion ; repairing the em- 
brafures with palmeiras, which had been blown away 
by our guns j laying earth on the hofpital ; fixing a 
pallifadoe on the gorge of the north ravelin, and re- 
pairing a dam (c), which had been made in the gut 
to the north -weft to keep the water in the ditch ; 
but the water had rofe fo high by the laft four days 
rain, that half the dam was deftroyed, and the wa- 
ter confiderably funk. 

This morning we perceived that the enemy had Dec. 19," 
thrown up another breaft-work, about fixty feet in 
length, and one hundred yards, or more, advanced 
before that thrown up the preceding night ; both 
thefe retrenchments terminate on the furf, the latter 
at the diftance of about five hundred yards from t.nc 
north-eaft faliant angle of the covered way, and feem 
rather intended to cover a guard ported there to pre- 
P vent 
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vents, furp'ize, or defsrtion, thaa for any annoy- 
ance to the fort hov,ever, from the proceeding d 
the enemy it appears as if they intended to advance 
along the beach, and attack the demi and north eaft 
bdftions ; it is theiefore refolved that platfoi ms firould 
be railed in the covered way, fufficiently high ior 
feld-pieces, on covered way carriages, to file over 
the parapet. It is further refolved to laife a parapet 
of the demi-brftion, near the falianr angle, two or 
three feet higher than the reft, and toeiedf a traverfe 
on the eaft wng, to prevent an enfilade ; to rajfe 
the blind before the north eaft baftion, fo high as will 
juft admit the guns to fire over it at the enemy’s 
woiks; that the paffage between the uppe»‘ and low- 
er flank of the demi-baflion fhould be clofed m the 
fecureft manner; and that the north ravelin fliould 
be put in the beft condition of defence we might 
have time or workmen to do. Thewoikmg patty, of 
about one hundicd men, with fuch Cooleys, Pallan- 
keen boys and others, as I could colledf, were fet 
about the feveial articles abovementioned. The fir- 
ing on our fide was Lctle" to day, except from wall 
pieces ; and not even a mufleet ftiot came from the 
enemy. Five chelmgas were feen this morning going 
out of St. Thome bar, and failed to the fouthward, 
as we apprehended for ftoies. 

Dec.20. Last night the fubaltein on duty in the north eaft 
angle of the covered way, with twenty one men and 
fome fepoys, was ordeied to fally on the retiench- 
ment and works which we fuppofed the caemy was 
cariying on; but it being lather toohghr, they were 
difcovered, and the fepoys taking a pannic at a par- 
ty of fix horfe which appeared, ran away, which in- 
timidated the Europeans, and they, after giving 
their fire, retieated alfo. We had one Furopean 
killed and two dangeioufly wounded ; the fepoys fui- 
fered in the fame manner. The commandant of le- 
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poys, Jamaal Saib, beinj defirous of attacking St. j^^g. 
Thome laft night, was fent out with ten companies 
of fepoys ; but taking the direcl road over the Long- 
briJge, he was difcovered by a fev/- French fepoys at 
Mr. Powney’s houfe, v/ho gave him the r fire upon 
wh.ch moft of his people threw down their amis, 
which induced him to return. The enemy, we could 
perceive this morning, liad been at woik lalt night, 
and, to appearance, had drawn about fifty yards of 
a paralie! weiiward from their rnofl: advanced 
bread- WO! k They a!f) had got a gun behind their 
fird brcaft-work, and fro. n theice hred feveral fliot 
at the fno'v winch lay in the road under Dutch co- 
lours, the fiiot moitt/ fed inoit, one or two enter- 
ed and killed a Lafcar; the veiTcl therefore we-ghed 
and flood a little farther off, as well to avo.d anv 
annoyance from thence, as to pi event a flitpiize. A 
boat appearing off St. Thome, a party of maiines 
was fent m three moSuIas to feten her in, which they 
effedled, and found her to be a boar going from Sa- 
drafs to Pulliacat. The w'orking party was this clay 
one hundred men, and employed, asyefteiday, ex- 
cept on the old north eafl baftion, the parapets of 
v.’hich were finiflied. This afternoon the aniilery 
ferjeant on the north eafl baflion, intending to file 
a difcharge of grape at fo.me of the enemy which 
appeared at their breafl works, unfortunately fome 
fcattering Ihot fell into the covered way, and iniler- 
ably wounded three Cooie/s who weie rolling ga- 
bions upon the work there carrying on. 

Last night we fired Ihot or fliehs every eight or Eec.21. 
ten minutes, on the place where we fufpecled the ene- 
my would work, and by that means prevented them 
from doing any thing more than throw, ng up an im- 
perfcdl communication from the firll; to the fecond 
breaft-work. Advice bemg brought m lafl: night, 
that the enemy had two guns at Trr, elcane, and 

P 2 vey 
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175S. troops at St. Thome; about ten o’clock in 

the morning near one thoufand fepoys, with twenty 
Europeans, commanded by town -major Bannatyne 
and enfign Crawley, went along the beach to the 
fouthward, crofftd the bar, and marched through 
the village beyond the Governor’s gardens, where 
they furpnzed tw'o or three fmall fepoy guards, in- 
tercepted fonie letters, took a trooper’s horfe and 
arms, and one foldier pnfoner; but on advancing 
down the' road towards Mr. Turing’s houfe, they 
perceived a body of Europeans and blacks which 
they were not a match for, and therefore returned 
by the way they went. From the foit- houfe we 
perceived, in the mean time, two guns, perhaps 
eighteen or twenty-four pounders, the one drawn by 
bullocks, fifteen or eighteen yoke, and the other by 
bullocks andCooleys,pa(rmgfrom Chindadree pagoda 
- a-crofs the plain towards the Potters village ; but be- 
ing near enough for our great guns to reach them, 
fome fiiot weie immediately fired from the Nabob’s 
baftion, and Lawrence’s, which foon made the Coo- 
leys and bullocks halt, and one of the guns finking 
almoft to the axle-tiee at the fame time, it was pro- 
pofed to fend a p.’tty of three hundred fepoys, v/ith 
a promife of a great reward, to nail up the cannon ; 
they were accordingly fent our at the weftern gate, on 
the fight of which, and our firing, the bullock were 
caft off from the guns, and the Cooleys ran away, 
leaving the guns alone. Our firing, and the mo- 
tions of the fepoys, alarmed the enemy in the Black- 
town, fo that about two hundred European horfe 
were fent in all hafte towards the guns, and their foot 
marched to the weft fide of the Black-town to fup- 
port them ; this we perceived, and fearing the fe- 
poys might be cut to pieces, fent orders for them 
not to advance beyond the little bridge leading from 
the iftand to Egmore. The enemy, by thefe mo- 
tions, were entirely alarmed, and we had an oppor- 
tunity 
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ttinity of 6ring many fhot at their horfe and foot, 175S. 
but the execution was uncertain. About four or 
five in the evening more Cooleys and bullocks were 
fent to fetch their guns, and, in fpite of our fire 
carried them off towards Mr. Turner’s garden- houfe; 
where, I believe, they v^ere left for that night. The 
working party the fame number, and employ, as 
yefterday. M. Lally, by a letter to count D"£fl.aing 
yefterdayj complained that Ifouf Cawn was com- 
mitting .great devaftations to the fouthward, near 
Pondicherry ; and that he Ihould, in confequence, 
be obliged to make reprifals round Madrals. As to 
that, he cannot well depopulate the country more 
than he has ; for, though he may be obliged to re- 
treat, it will be long e’er Madrafs recovers its inha- 
bitants, and become a places of trade. 

The Nabob and his family were lafi: night lent 
on board the fnow in the road, with Mr. Morris, a 
counfellor, and failed this morning for Negapatam, 
where it is propofed the Nabob lhall land, and pro- 
ceed to Tnchinopoly, from whence he cnay have an 
opportunity of difturbing the enemy. 

Last night the fire of fhot and lliells on the ene- Dec. 22. 
my was as the preceding nights ; the working party 
was one hundred men, and employed, in general, 
as before, except thofe on the demi-baftion, where 
the traverfe being finiflred, they were fet to repair 
fome part of the face and front of two merlons, 
which had fallen down in the late lains. 

The cannon or mortars fired laft night every ten 23, 
minutes on the enemy, in order to difturb their 
workmen, who by morning had deepened and 
lengthened their parallel a few feet ; they had alfo 
been at work on their line of communication between 
Mutall Pettah and Peda Naiguesj but had not 
P 3 finifiied 
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175”. f.r.ifl'eu either thatj or thd woik they had hetn od 
elfetvhvVe. About eight or nine in the mornings, 

All appeared to the northwaid, and anchored a'i'out 
ekven o’clock, fhe faluted with nireguns, which we 
anfwercd x’viih nine fhot into the BAJe-town. '! his 
Jhip was the Tiianics, from Vizagapatam in four 
days ■, and brings us adv*ce of colonel Forde having 
given the [-.'larquis de Conflai-’s, and the French foicts 
unde: hni:, an entire cleicit ; thelurthcr particukis 
of which mufl: be defern-d till the leire.s are landed, 
the wind blew fo fiefh, and the fuif ran fo high, 
that no boat could get olF. Flowevcr, that the 
enemy might not wait lo long, we bad all the troops 
in dm CO' cred way, and gave them a Fen de Joyc 
fiom our mulkeiry, and tince times leven twenty- 
four pounders with fhot into the Black-town. The 
worl'.ing party conQfled of one bundled men, and 
v/cre employed on the blind before the old north-eaft 
, baftion, and on laifing the faces of the royal to the 
diflance of forty feet on each Ode the faliant angle, 
to prevent the elfeiS: of fhot cn ncochet; for which 
purcofe the firft embrafures on each fide were clofed. 
The black .rtincers and Coclns were emnloved on 

i. # 

the noith iunctee, raifing the parapets, hn.ng theem- 
biafuies with Palmeira trees, and clofing tlie commu- 
nication with the covered way by a tsaveilc on each 
fide. 

Dec, 24. The wind blowing veiy hard lafl; night, it was 
apprehended the Thames, which had only one an- 
chor and cable, and drove, would have been obligtd 
to cu:t the load, however, fhe rode it out; but 
on feeing the veffei to the northwaid weigh, and 
{land towards the road, llie weighed alfo, and 
ftretched off to fea; in the afternoon fhe attempted 
to fetch in again, but by the evening was our of 
fight to the fouthward. The French veflel came 
oppofite the north end of the Black town and an- 

choied. 
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dioied. The fire of fhor and llieils laft night, on i“58. 
luch places as the enemy was flifpeded to be work - 
ing at, was foinewhat more liequenr than the pre- 
ceding evening; and, by what we could difcovcr, 
they had only enlarged their p lallil a little, and 
placed a few umbers vGchm to keep up tliecaith. 

Tlie working party was a' out one liuadicd men, and 
was employed op the hind b,.forcthe old noilh-eafc 
bafion, and in raifing the paiapets of the royal 
baffion. The blacks, in facing the embrafurcs of 
the northern works, and finiOnng the tiavcrfcs of 
the north ravehn This evening a foidior was exe- 
cuted loi attempting oi threatemng to ftoot his fer- 
jtanc Finding that the iold ers on the woiking par- 
ties were foraewhat unruly, the Governoi gave out 
immediate orders, that all people fo employed fliould 
diredly obey my own, or affid ant’s orders, and, m 
cafe of negUdt, be feverLiy punilhed, Mrn Cad- 
ford, a company’s fervanc, v'as appointed a prac- 
titioner, and to rank as enl’gn. 

The fire from our cannon and mortars was kept Dec. 25. 
up laft night as in the preceding. The enemy, as 
far as we could perceive, had done very little woik, 
and that only m deepening and thickening their pa- 
raik- 1 . Our working party was one hundied men, 
befides fome few Laicars, about thirty Cooleys, and 
fifty or fixty fepoys ; they were in general employed 
as yefierday, except in removing tlie fafcine parapet 
on the the fea gate redoubt, and making another of 
gabions. The traverfes of the north lunette were 
this day finlfhed, and the platforms of the demi- 
baftion were lengthened eight feet with fieepers and 
plank. The Governor, colonel Lawience, and the 
principal officers having allemblcd this evening, and 
conficlered fome intelligence they had leceived of the 
enemy’s ereifting batteries, agreed that the inoft ne- 
ceffiaiy v/ork ar prefent was fimlhing the travcifes on 

P 4 the 
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the royal baftion, and then clofing the opening bC'* 
tween the north- v/eft curtain and the blind before 
the Mint fally-port ; alfo eieding a traverfe in the 
covered way, before the north face of the royal baf- 
tion. Laft night, as a corporal was patrohng on 
the glacis to the northv.?ard, a fepoy fired at him, 
apd fhot him dead, in the forenoon a floop appear- 
ed to the lorthward, {landing this way •, but the 
French ihip hoiftmg her colours when the (loop 
came a-breaft, and firing two guns, the floop an- 
chored, and foon after flood in under the {hip’s 
flern •, ffie had white colours, but appeared to be a 
Moors {loop. 

Dec.26. artillery and mortars was iaft 

night pretty fmart, and we could not perceive that 
the enemy bad done any thing on the north -eaft; 
on the weft, in the ftreet near the old hofpital, we 
perceived they had placed Ibme green gabions, and 
made a work; but it appeared to be rather a le- 
trenchment a-crofs the ftreet than a battery. The 
working party was one hundred foldieis and about 
three hundred fepoys, who, with the 1 afeats and 
Cooleys, w'ere employed on the w’oiks determined 
on yefterday, and on thpfe in hand befoie. 

Last night a pretty briflefire was made from the 
cannon and niorcars on the north fiont, on fuch 
places as it was imagined the enemy were at work 
in. The v^^orlcing party was one hundred Euro- 
peans and tvio hundred and fifty lepuys, employed 
uS yefterday. 


In the morning we difeovered that they had 
tliiown up fome eartn among the ruins of the houfes 
a little to the nouii of the old hofpital, and that 
they had thickened and heightened their work to the 
i^orfh fo piuch, that it had more the appearance of a 

battery 
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battery than a parallel. The working party, of one 
hundred Europeans and three hundred fepoys, was 
employed on the works already mentioned. 

The fire of fhot and Ihells, to the north and weft, Dec. 29. 
was pretty brifle m the night however, the enemy 
had been hard at work, for in the morning we per- 
ceived they had formed a ftout parapet to the weft- 
ward, and, to appearance, had three embrafures in 
it, though they were not opened ; the intent feems 
to be to fire on St. George’s lunette, the bridge of 
communication to it, and on the bridge leading to 
the ifland. Their work to the northward appeared 
now very plainly to be intended for a battery, in 
which I obferved five rows of pickets, placed at 
equal diftances as centers of embrafures, and by the 
length of the work there might be room for four 
more ; the direftion feems to be againft the north, 
face of the old not th -call baflion, and the north face 
of the demi-baftion. About ten in the morning we 
perceived a red flag on the Mount, inftead of the 
white there before; fo that we concluded captain 
Prefton had polTeflion of thatpoft. The enemy this 
afternoon appeared to be working on their battery to 
the northward, and feveral pieces of timber and 
plank were feen carrying thither for platforms to- 
wards the evening ; I alfo difcovered a large mortar 
placed in the communication between the two breaft- 
works firft begun by the enemy near the fea fide, 
from which it is to be fuppofed they will loon falute 
ps. About fun-fet a deferter came in from the ene- 
my’s works to the northward. The working party 
of Europeans was one hundred men, and about 
three hundred fepoys, employed as yefterday. 

^ The fire of our artillery and moitars was laft oq. 
night pretty biilk, and, I believe, prevented the 
enemy from working much; for I could not per-? 

ceive - 
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1758. ceive any great addition to the northern battery. To 
w-v— J the weftward I oblerved they had thrown up a good 
deal of earth behind fome old walls, which feen.s to 
be intended as a battery to enElade the north face of 
the royal baftion, and the covered way before it; 
but the form is as yet very incomplcat. In the night 
a boat came from Sadiafs, and brought fome Ictteis 
of the 1 8th from the French aimv to Pond^heiry, 
which captain Prefton had mterce o_d. From diefe 
v/e leain, that the enemy loft by our faily c.i the 
J4th two hundred and tvventy inen and thirty ofH- 
ctrs, killed or wounded. In Ihort, they acknow- 
ledge rhemfelves to have been thiown into the 
gr a -It ccnfufion, and that they muft have been en- 
tirely ruined had our party advanced more legularly 
on them, and been fupporced by another body to the 
northward. A letter trom one of M. Lally’s Aidde 
Camps to the council of Pondicherry, complains 
much for want ol money, and defires they would 
fupply him with fome, if it be but one hundred rou- 
pees, and that too chearfufiy ; for their afi'aiis were 
in a fair way, and the conquel’c of Madrafs certain. 
In the morning we perceived a g’eat fmoke at the 
Mount, from whence we concluded capta’ii Preflon 
and Ifouf Lawn, with their whole force, wtie theie. 
This was confirmedi by an Hu car coming in a: noon, 
with advice that d'ere had been a flcirmdh, and feme 
French trooper^ taken, A great number of black 
troops, horfe and foot, with large herds of cattle, 
were obferved to come fioni the Mount and St. 
Thome to Egmore, and two guns were fent from 
the Black -town thither. Another deferter came in 
this afternoon, and m the evening a flag of uuce 
with a letrer iiom M. Lally, complaining or our 
firing at his head -quarters, and threatening to burn 
the Black-town in return : but of this he had no 
right to complain, becaufe he is the firft general, 
perhaps, that fixed his head-quarte.s within point- 
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bl.’nkflioc ofthefort, and lodget^ i: legimei.tj or.d 1758. 
hi5 ammunition, at the fame place. 1 he worhing 
uaity of one hundred men and three hund-cd fe- 
poys, employed as before, except on the bhnd be- 
toie the old noith-eafc baftion, winch v/as fiuilhcd 
yellerday. 

Last night, and towards the moming paidca- jjec.ji. 
larly, the fire from the cannon and mortals was ra- 
ther fnarterthan before. At day-bieak aRrgebody 
of fepoys, the firft company of grenadiers, and the 
tioop of hoife, vvCnt over the bar to the fouthward, 
and into I’uvclcane village, whcie they furpnzed a 
fmali guard or two of fepoys, and lateicepted feve- 
rJ letters-, from which we learn, that a fiigate was 
arrived from the iflands to Pondioheny, and had 
brought about two bundled thoufand dollars , but 
no mention was made of any loiccs. The going out 
of our fepoys gave M. Lally the alarm, fo that 
three 01 four picquets of Europeans, and fome Eu- 
ropean horfe, with guns, were feen marching fiom 
the Black-town to Egmore. A party of foi ty Eu- 
ropeans and as many fepoys, in eight boats, were 
fent off in the night to ftretch a chain out to theeafl- 
ward, left the boats to the fouthward, v/hich had 
brought the enemy ammunition, fhould flip by and 
land It to the northward Letters came in, about 
ten o’clock in the evening, from captain Picfton, ac- 
quainting us, that in the mo-ming the enemy, in 
number about one thoufand, black and white, un- 
der colonel Kenelly, had about day-bieak advanced 
four guns near the Mount, and cannonaded him, 
which our people anfwered fo bnfldy that the Fsench 
retreated; afterw.-rds they came on with two guns, 
which our people made a pufh at and took, killing 
fifteen of the Ticnch on the foot, and wounding 
colonel Ktiicky, one caprain, and twenty -five 
men. 


An 
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1759. An’ artillery man and huffar came in laft night. 

— V-— ' In the afternoon a large fliip appeared to the north- 
eaft, and by fun-fet was near eaft of the fort, with 
her hnll juft appearing. The French fbip hoifted firfl: 
Englifh colours, then French, and fired two guns; 
but the other fhip ftood on to the fouthward, and 
fliewed feme colours which had a white field, peihaps 
Portuguefe. The enemy’s works to the northward 
appeared to have received no addition this morning, 
but that to the weft ward plainly appeared to be de- 
figned for two batteries ; one, in which three or four 
emhrafures were formed, apparently to fire in the 
sioith weft lunette, and the other, of five or fix em- 
brafuies, nor yet traced, to infilade the face of the 
royal baftion, and covered way before it. Ihe 
wcH'king party confifted of one hundred Europeans, 
about forty Cooleys, thirty Lafcars, ten Peons, the 
Meftry bricklayers, and about fixty fepoys ; who 
were all employed on the feveral works before’-men- 
tioned. 

^ Last night, about ten o’clock, came in two de- 

o 9 * ferters, and informed us that M. Lally propofed to 
““ ’ uflner in the new year by a bombardment ; however, 
the night and morning palled without any fire but 
what was on our fide. The enemy having made large 
detachments to oppofe captain Frefton and Ifouf 
Cawn, was the reafon, I fuppofe, of their working 
very little laft night ; for I could not perceive in the 
morning any material alteration in their works to the 
north or weft.. Letters laft night from Sadrafs in- 
form us, that a Moors velTel, from the Nicabars to 
Porto Novo, brought advice of twelve Englifli fiiips 
being at thofe iflands, and ready to fail for this place. 
The fhip which appeared in the offing was from Ma- 
cao, had touched at Maflulipatam, where a fbip of 
ours (the Hardwick) had prevented her from felling 
any thing; fo that fhe intends to break bulk at Ne- 

gapatam. 
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gapatam, and come up the coaft,^ Ifouf Cawn, 1759. 
we hear, has left the Mount, and is gone to Tre- 
vambore, about a league fouth of St. Thome; and 
the brench, apprehenfive of that poft, have fent all 
their black troops from Egmore, and a ftrong body 
of Europeans to fupport them. The working party 
was one hundred Euiopeans, one hundred lepoys, 
and the fame Cooleys and Lafcars as mentioned yef- 
terday : they were employed as before, except m 
making traverfes before the magazine doors of the 
Nabob’s baftion. 

Our fire of artillery and mortars was laft night Jan. 0. 
very briflc ; but as foon as the light appeared, the 
enemy began to fire from four or five pieces of can- 
non on their weftern battery (D ), and one mortar ; 
they alfo threw twelve inch Ihells from four or five 
large mortars placed near the weft end of their batte- 
ry (C) to the northward. This early falute furpnzed 
us, but as we had ten or twelve heavy cannon which 
bore on the enemy’s battery to the weftward, two of 
their guns were foon knocked to pieces, and their 
merlons fo much damaged that they withdrew their 
guns befoie eight o’clock. From their mortars they 
threw (hells till paft feven at night, commonly four 
in a flight, which were in general aimed at the fort- 
houfe, and fo well thrown, that two fell on the top 
and pierced the firft and fecond roof ; many others 
fell within the fquare, and ruined fome of the’ rooms; 
other houfes were alfo much damaged ; but, what is 
moft remarkable, not one European or fepoy was 
wounded by Ihot or fhell, nor any other perfon hurt 
but a Dubafh and a child or two. By letters from 
captain Prefton, and alfo by five deferrers which 
pme into us in the evening, we learnt, that, early 
in the morning, M. Soupire, major-general, who 
commanded at St. Thome, had marched a ftrong 
body and attacked him and Ifouf Cawn, who lay 

near 
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near Trevambore, in three divifions ; that the ene- 
my had put our firfl; divifion in fome diforder, taken 
their two guns, and fome prifoncrs ; but that the 
broken troops, having joined the fecond divifion, 
fell on the enemy in then turn, and put them to 
flight, killing about fifty Europeans on the fpot, 
with two officers, and, if we may believe the dc- 
ferters, the troop or M. i^umont was very roughly 
handled, a'troop of hnffais cut to pieces, and three 
companies of grcnadieis greatly difoideied ; our 
guns and prifoneis were retaken. It was to favour 
this attack of M. Soupiiethat the enemy began their 
fire eaihcr by fome days than they would otherwife 
have done, to w.thdraw'' our attention from what paf- 
fed to the fouthwatd We had advice to-day that 
M- La Tour, under pretence of a vifit in marching 
from Pondxheiry this way, had feized on Sadrafs, 
and put a garrifon therein ; and that M. Lally had 
given orders for the fame finefie to be pradlifed on * 
Pouliacat. His defign on thefe places was the rea- 
fon, we foppofe, that, in a paffport granted fome 
of our ladies, ke excepted their going to Pouliacat or 
SaJrafs; however, thiee boats, with feveral ladies 
in them; were fenr off to Sadrafs without paflpoirs 
before this news arrived ; fo that we fear they will 
all be feized. 

^ ^ Last night wc threw many Ihells, and fired ma- 

3' 0 y {PiQj; aj jjUg enemy’s works, but they ceafed filing 
after eight o’clock. In the morning we obferved 
they had clofed up the ernbrafures of their weftern 
battery, which was much ujfordered by our cannon ; 
they had alfo added fomething in height and th'ck- 
neis to their norflitm battery, but did not file from 
either cannon or mortars. We obferved this day 
about fixty cr ieventy European horfe leturning in a 
frragghng manner fiom rhe fouthward towards the 
* Both bdotiotng to the I, utch. 

Black- 
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Biack town, and among them thirty or forty led 
horfes, which we imagined loft their riders in the ac- 
tion yefterday agamft capt. Prefton and Ifouf Cawn. 
The woiking paity vras one hundred men and about 
two hundred'^fepoys, who were employed in finifting 
the work a crofs the gut to the northward, in mak- 
ing traverles before the doors of the Nabob’s bai- 
tion, and a- crofs the ftreets leading to the fouth cur- 
tain, where the guards are m future to parade. 

CiTR artillery and mortars made a brilk fire laft 
night on the enemy’s batteries, but neither fhell nor 
fhot was returned from them ; however, in the morn- 
ing I cbferved they had opened the epaulment of 
their northern batteiy, and let in fafcines for the fac- 
ing of theembrafures ; they alfo had repaired part of 
the weftern battery, where we difeoveted two guns 
in the morning; but on our fir.ng a few ihot they 
weie withdrawn, and the embiafines choaked with 
fakines, Yefterday I drew out the following inftruc- 
tions for my afiiftants, dividing them into two re- 
liefs ; and this morning Meff. Leigh and Cotsford 
went on duty, to be relieved by lieutenants Eifer and 
Stevenfon to-monow. The working paity was one 
hundred men and tv/o hundred and fifty fepoys, em- 
ployed as yefterday. 

“ That the bufinefs dependant on the engineers 
may be conducted with greater legulancy and care, 
it is oidered, 

“ That captain lieutenant Lee, engineer in or- 
dinary, and enfign Cotsford, pradlitioner, do attend 
on the front attacked, together; and lieutenant 
Eifer, of his Majefty’s fixty-fourth regiment, engi- 
neer extraordinary, and lieutenant Stevenfon, fub- 
eng.neer, ,do alfo attend the front attacked, toge- 
ther ; and that thefe four gentlemen do relieve each 

other 
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other, two and two, every twenty-four hours, at 
the fame time as the guard is relieved. 

That the fenior engineer on duty, every twenty- 
four hours, do make a report to me if any very 
extraordinary occurrence happens ; that he acquaint 
the fenior engineer who relieves him, with fuch ob- 
fervations as he has made while on duty, and with the 
nature of the work carrying on ; and alfo reports to 
me, by writing, in general terms, what has been ex- 
ecuted during his tour of duty. 

“ That the fenior engineer going on duty every 
evening or morning, do attend the parade, and re- 
ceive the working party, which he is to diftribute 
according to the orders he has received ; or, if he 
has none in particular, in fuch a manner as he thinks 
the fervice may require. 

“ That the fenior engineer on duty, on ap- 
plication being made to him by any military or artil- 
lery officer, for the repairing or fecurity of any 
work, do give them all the affiftance he canj and 
he is to take care that the parapets, embrafures, plat- 
forms, and the works in general, are kept in the beft 
condition poffible. The matter bricklayer, and 
matter carpenter, have orders to follow the direc- 
tions of the engineers on duty, and give all the af- 
fiftance they can in their branches.” 

OuR artillery and mortars fired pretty brifkly laft 
night on the enemy’s batteries, but they neither fir- 
ed fhot nor ffiell, in the night or to day ■ they were 
not idle, however, having finilhed the facing and 
almoft opened feven embrafures in their northern 
battery, where 1 perceived three guns in the even- 
ing, and in the morning three in the weft battery, 
wffich were foon mafked or lemoved. To-day I 

again 
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again propoil'd to th^- Governor^ and colonel Law- 
ivnce ereiPng a battery behind the covered way m 
the fahanc pbee of arms before the demi-baihon, 
and had permiffion about fix in^the evening, and a 
workino- paity or one hundred frefli men, which I 
immediately let to work under lieutenants Eifer and 
Stevenfon 1 his battery, of at lead fic’e guns, f 
thoug’at abfo'utel^ neceffary to render out fire equal 
to the enemy’s ; fpr their battery of feven or eight 
guns, fronting direftly the face of the old north eaft 
baftion, will fire on the noith face of the demi ob- 
liquely To oppofe this fire we have only three guns 
on the old nortn-tad badion, which bear diredt , two, 
in the north ravelin, fire in an oblique line •, and 
three or four from the loyal baftion, which alfo fire 
obliquely, and therefore have no great chance of ruin- 
ing the enemy’s guns. Now the new battery I pio- 
pofe will be a diredl grazing fiie, and can neither be 
enfiladed nor bettei down, bccaufe the glacis is the 
parapet, and the ernbiafures will be cut through ir. 
The working paity was one hundred men, bdides 
two hundred fepoys, employed as before. 



Our fire fiom the cannon and mortars were not fan. C. 
lafl night very brifk. The enemy, in the morn- 
ing, as foon as they could well fee, threw five fiielis 
into the town, as a fignal foi their other batteries to 
begin ; and about feven began to fire from fix guns 
and as many mortars from their north battery ( B), 
and from their weft battery (D]', with thiee guns 
pointed on Pigot’s baftion (g) ; and four (E) w^th 
an howicz firing on the flank of the demi baftion, 
and enfilading the coveied way befoie the noith face 
of the royal baftion; fiom thefe battenes they conti- 
nued to file till about five in the evening, and threw 
neai one hundred and fifty fliells, befides Ihct, chiefly 
into and over the to'.\n ll;e damage cone the 
works is very tnAing-, but the houies in the 
Q_ town. 
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tov/n, where flidJs or fhot feil, have fufFered much. 

I Our fire of astilLry and mortars was much fupenor 

to the enemy’s, and, to appearance, greatly difor- 
dered then' me ; Ions. Vve ahb learn by a defertcr 
from the enemy’s arlilleiy, that our fiiells difmount- 
ed one of thtir mortars, and killed three men m the 
north battery. The woi Ling paity was one hundred 
men, and ch efiv employed in forwarding the batte- 
ry in the noi :h eafi angle : as to fepoys oi blacks, we 
had little or no woik from them. 

Jan. 7. Last rfght the enemy thiew but few fhells, and 
we oniy a Ihot or fiicil no v and then. About four 
in the moining we were fui prized with the arrival of 
three boats, w’tli a Frenchman in each: they were 
the boats w'hich had been fent the third infiant with 
the ladies to Sadrafs The French having fcized that 
place, alfo fcized the boats, and loading them with 
one hundred and fifty fhot of twenty-four pounds, 
one thoufand empty caitridges, fifty fteel caps, fifty 
barrels of powder, and fifteen hundred fand-bags, 
fent them back, with a foldier in each, to the Black- 
town. The boat -fellows, towards the morning, 
being oppofite Madia's, fcized the arms of the fleep- 
ing Ibldieis, poured water on the locks, then tied 
the men, and landed the boats at our fea gate. 

The enemy’s fire was very biifk, till five in the 
evening, fiom their cannon and mortars, and then 
they were filent ; in order, I fuppofe, to repair the,r 
works. Our works, though not much damaged, 
bear, however, a rough afpedt, and the demi- 
baftion, as well as Pigot’s, is ftuck pretty full of 
fhot. The {hells the enemy tbiew have greatly da- 
maged the houfes in the town, but have not hint 
many people ; three Europeans only being killed 
this day. Onr working party could do nothing m 
the day i a tew indeed attempted to work in the 
5 noith- 
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north-eaft faliant angle of the covered way, but the 
enemy having difcovered tliem, fired fo brificly, that 
lieutenant Stevenfbn. who diieded tltem, was knock- 
ed down by the v^ind of a lliot, but only fligliily 
burton the cheek, fo the party icturned Ihc 
enemy opened a new battery near the buiying- 
ground (F). 

As I found the fold'crs, unufed to fuch duty, weie Ten. 8. 
in general extremely aukward in lepaning the da- 
maged works, I conceived that the fervice would be 
much bettei carried on by appointing a pioneer com- 
pany, compofed of volunteers drawn from the feve-. 
ral coips, and to do no other duty but repair the 
works, fo that by conflantly employing the iame 
people, they might more readily execute the fervire 
they were fet about. 1 according made apphcaoor, 
and fucceeded. The company to confift ot two of- 
ficers, lieutenant Meyers, and enfign Weft, fix ftr- 
jeants, fix corporals, and eighty-eight piivates. Two 
companies of fepoys were alfo formed, with proper 
officers, on the fame plan. The working party was 
this evening one hundied foldiers and as many fe- 
poys-, employed in repairing the embrafures, plat- 
foims, and forwarding the battery in the covered 
way before the demi-baftion. 

This morning the enemy opened two embrafur. s g. 
mo.-e from their battery near the burying-ground, 
and fome earth appealed to be caft up near a little 
upper room houfe beyond the Pettah bridge (hj. In 
the night they threw a great many fliot and fiie'li 
after eleven o’clock. During tlie day their fire was 
very bnfit. fro.m d.eir cannon, though but few fhe Is 
v/ere thrown by them Ten grenadiers weie polled 
in the north caft angle of the covered way, to fire nsto 
the enemy’s embrafuies-, and two twelve-poundcr« 
svere fiied fio.m the rc'v batrei y. The w orking psr- 

2 : 
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i/'O. O'’ hundred men and one hundied fcpoys^ 

With fix aitificeis, were employed in repairing em- 
biafures, platiorms, and other damages done the fe- 
veia! woiks alfo in cutting up a damaged ftone plat- 
form on die old noith eaU: bailion, and laying one of 
wood : a blind of twelve feet thick and feven feet 
and an half higli. was begun thirty five feet behind 
the flank of the demi-baflion, to cover the people 
on that work fiom the enemy’s fhot which might 
come m at the emb'-afuies of the flank, or en rico- 
chet over It ; die meilon next the fiioiilder w’as rofe 
lor the fame purpofe. In the evening two fail ap- 
pealed to the foLithwarJ, and anchored near be. 
Thome, with white colours, being both of them fhips. 

Jan so Last night the enemy threw veiy few fliells, and 
fired not many fhot : on our fide we were almoft as 
fiient. The two Ihips which appeared to the fouth- 
ward ftill remain at an anchor near St. Thome, and 
as far as we can difcover, are French fliips from Pon- 
dicheiry. Cur woiking paity was laft night one 
hundred p’onceis, and fixty grenadiers, befides one 
hundred and fiAt;. fepoys i ticy were employed m 
coinpleating the cov ered way battery to four pieces 
of cannon, which wv re mounted before morning; in 
ulliiigbags of eaith at the foot of the demi baltion, 
and clcdiing what the enemy bad beat down; in le- 
painng the paiapets of the demi, norih-eaft, royal, 
and i’lgot’s baflions, and laying two wooden plat- 
forms on the fiifi baftion, m the room of two ftone 
ores, chmaged. In the night the enemy carried on 
pai t of a 2!g zag about one hundred feet long, nearly 
weftv/aid fiom their northern battery (k Ij, and rak- 
ing a tuin, cai lied another two hundied feet long, 
back towaids the fea fide, as marked in the plan 
(m n). They alfo drew part of a tiench (L) iioni 
the little houie in the Pettah towards the bridge; 
and repaued their ftiattered merlons with fand bags. 

Last 



SIEGE of FORT St. GEORGE 

Last night the enemy were almoft wholly Flent i 
%v!th their ai tillery and moitais, but wcie not idle 
with their fhovels ; for in the morning we difcover- 
ed that they had deepened their zig zags, begun the 
preceding night to the noithward, and lengthened 
that which ftretched towards the fca almoft to the 
beach (O) . they had aifo drawn their tiench from 
the houfe (.h), quite to the Pettah bridge, and opened 
a battery of two guns from the kitchen of the new 
hofpita! fG), which fiied on the north- weft curtain 
and the blind befoie the mint fally port; but I fup- 
pofe v/ere intended to plunge into t.he ro}aI bafiion, 
and battei the eaft flank in reverfe. Our working 
party w'as ninety men of the pioneer company, an>i 
Sixty voluntiers, grenadiers, befides one hundred and 
Sixty fepoys employed in lepainng the damaged mer- 
lons, and platforms of the north Pont ; difmounting, 
fome difabled guns, and making blinds befoie the 
doors and windows of the arched hofpical under the 
old weft CHI tain : alfo in filling fand bags at the foot 
of the demi baftion, and clearing the earth beat 
down. This afternoon I examined the wodcs, as to 
their flate, and obfeived that the parapets qf the 
north face of the demi baflion are a good deal (bat- 
tered ; that the brick para; 'Ct of the north face of the 
old noith-eaft baftion is wholly ruined , but the wall 
being well covered by the blind of gabions made be- 
fore It, is not much hurt. 1 he weft face of the 
royal baftion is but little hurt below the cordon, and 
the right hand face of Pigot’s baflion being built to 
a great Dope, the enemy’s fire has had no other ef- 
feddthan beating the earth to its natural dope, 'which 
is from the extremity of the berm to the top of the 
parapet. The old curtain wall to the northward is 
a good deal (battered about the parapets, and moft 
of the pallifadoes of the caponniere broke, by the 
plunging (hot from the enemy’s weft batierv. 


Tkf 
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The enemy having yefterday brought a field- piec:' 
or two near the bar (12), and fired a few ihotontne 
people and bullocks which had taken flielter to the 
fouthward of the foit-, and there appearing to be a 
breafi-work and guard of the enemy near the fea 
fjde, It was detei mined to attack that poft early this 
morning-, accordingly, as foon as the moon was 
gone down, the gienadiers of the third b..tralion un- 
der captain Campbell, and near one hnndied men 
more, vnth thiee hundred fepoys, all undei major 
Ereretcn, rnaiched by the ka lioe to the bar, and 
there received the fiie of the enemy’s advanced poilj 
by which we had one of the grenadiers killed and 
tv, o wound' d. Out people, without fixing, march- 
ed on to the Goverxioi's garden houfe ( ( 3), and in a 
fxiiali lane or flieet on th'S fourh fide of it found 
the enemy drawn up with tv/o fmail field-pieces, 
and about fifty men. The enemy fi.-ed two dif- 
charges of gtape on our party within fifty paces; 
but the gunners being killed they made no other ufc 
of tdeir guns : on the contrary, the picquet broke, 
ana ran each his own way The guns were taken 
and brought in, one officer and fix men were ailo 
taxen piubners, and about ten or fifteen killed or 
left wounded on the fpot On our fide we had one 
killed, one offic.^r (heuter.ant Robfon^, of the grena- 
dieis) mortally wounded, and nine men. This little 
affair has dotibtlefs given our people great fpiril , 
and damped thofe or the enemy A party, with 
an officer, was aho fi-nt out in the night at St. 
Georac’s cate, which advanced on the bridge lead- 
mg to the Fettah, and fiied into the er.smy’s trench, 
but could not perceive any people at work. About 
fevea in the evening a pa,ty of the enemy advanced 
towards our noi th eaft faiiant angle of the covered 
way, and gave a fire theieon. In the night alfo a 
party of our men, with an officer, was fent out to 
^itiurb the workmen of the enemy’s zig-zags to the 

north- 
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northward, who advanced to then work, fired on 1759, 
and Icilled their centinel, and took a ftand or two of 
arms, without any lofs The fire of the enemy’s 
cannon was pretty bnik yefieiday, but they ihiew 
very few fliells, and thofe not Lige. 1 could not 
perceive that they had done much to their approaches 
laft night; but the merlons of their batteries feeraed 
to be tolerably well repaired with fand bags. The 
working party was the pioneer company, and about 
one bundled and feventy fepoys, who were employ- 
ed in making a traverfe on the nortli face of the 
demi bafiion ; carrying off the earth at the foot of 
it ; fetching palhfadoes to fet up in the dry ditch be- 
fore the north face, and lepaning the damaged plat- 
forms and parapets. On the royal baflion, old noith- 
eaft, and covered way battery, the parapet, the 
platforms and embrafures were repaired. 

Last night about feven o’clock, the enemy ad- Jan. 
vanced ptetty near the covered way on the north- 
eaft, and gave a fire of raufquetry on our people 
there at woik. They alfo fired in the night, frops 
their approaches, on a fmall party of ouis, pofted 
on the faliant angle under cover of a boar, and 
v.'ounded three men. From the covered way and 
north lunette, we could plainly perceive the enemy 
at work near tae Tea- fide, which w’e endeavoured to 
prevent by frequent difcharges of grape, mufquetrty 
and fhells. Our working paity was fcveniy-eight 
men of the pioneer company, and one hundred 
and eighty fepoys, v/ho were chiefly employed in re- 
moving the earth at the foot of the demi-b-iflion, and 
the rubbifli before the old north-eafl baflion, which 
works I was determined to repair, and fecuie as 
much as pofllble, fince the enemy feemed to bend 
moft of their fire againfl; them, and direfl their at- 
tack that way. 1 therefore laifed, and tiiickened 
the blind before the nouh eaft baftion, whole parapet 
Q_ 4 w.as 
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\vas much lliattered, and begun a palhfadoe at the 
foot of the demi-baftion fix feet within the cuvette, 
which I piopofe to carry quite lound the flank and 
north face. I alio piopofed another, between the 
blind and noith tace ol the old north-eaft baftion. 
The enemy, in the night, had covered the head of 
their zig-zag near the ica, by a fmall return or cro- 
chet (o p) beginning ncai the bcach, and ftretchiiig 
weftwaid parallel to the noith front. To the welt- 
ward, the enemy firen with four guns fiom the new 
hofpitah hut did rothmg to thexr tiench neai the 
petiah b idge. 1 heir fepoys, ro the fouthward of 
the bar, weie at work all day in raifing a breaft- 
woik for their defence, in cafe we fiiould make ano- 
ther attempt on chat fide. 

L.asT night, as we imagined the enemy would be 
at work again at the crctx.het before their zig-zag, 
we began a pretty fmart fire of mufquetry from our 
covered way, and frequently gave them difeharges 
cf grape fiom the north lunerreand covered way bat- 
tery. From the royal and demi-bafiions we threw 
final! and large fine! is into their approaches and bat- 
tenes, fo that they weie p: evented irom doing much 
work. By the ir.o'ning, how'ever, they had run 
on their return aboet twenty yards, and compieated 
what they had loughly traced the night before. Our 
working paity, befides fieventy-nve men of the pio- 
neer com.pany, was afTifled by one hundred twenty 
men out of the two htsttalions, and one hundred fe- 
venty fepoys. 'I he earth, near the flioulder of the 
demi-bailion, having formed an afeent almoffc prac- 
ticable, abent an hnreired Europeans, and as niany 
fepoys, weie fee to carry it off in baflcets or fand 
bags, to repa-r the parapet of the baftion above. 
Tbs palhfadoe, begun at the foot of the baftion, 
was continued near an hundied feet more. Thepa- 
ppet of the noith -eaft baftion being qu,ite deftroyed, 

and 
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and that work being of the greateft confeqiience^to 
be kept in good repair, about one hundred fixty Eu- 
ropeans, and the left of the fepoys under lieutenant 
Stevenfon, v/ere let to clear aveay the i tuned para- 
pets, and ered others with fand bags, gabions, and 
fafeines, two merlons of which were Hniihed before 
the morning. An old fally poit in the eafl: curtain, 
near the fouth flank of the old north- call: baftion, 
was opened for the more ready communication with 
the north-eaft part of the covered way, and a door 
place in it. 

Last night a brifk fire of mufquetry, cannon and Jan, 1 5. 
mortars was kept up from our covered way and the 
works of the north font, on the enemy’s approaches, 
and prevented them from doing more than lengthen- 
ing their crochet a little, and opening it in the m.d- 
dle (q), from whence they placed fifteen or twenty 
gabions in an oblique diredion towards the fea fide. 

Our woi king paity confifted of the p'oneer compa- 
ny, the fiift company of grenadiers, and ninety men 
oi the tw'o battalions, befides two companies of fe- 
poys. T hey were employed in finifiiing the parapet 
of the old north eaft baftion, which was put m very 
good condition, and three guns mounted thereon ; 
in clearing the earth from the face of the demi-baf- 
tion, repairing the parapet, and fixing palhfadoes at 
the foot of it. On the royal baftion a blind was be- 
gun to cover the thiee guns in the eaft flank next the 
curtain from the fire of the enemy’s battery near the 
new hofpital, which fakes it in revtile. The em- 
brafures of St. George’s, and the north-weft lunerte, 
being much out of repair, a party of twenty nr.tn. 
and a ferjeant, was fet to repair them. The fire of 
the enemy’s cannon was this day very brifk, and their 
north battery was augmented to ten pieces of cannon, 
with which they fired in falvos on the old north-eaft 
fsaftion, and foon difmounted two of the three gi nss 
6 Last 
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T^ast night a picquet of the enemy’s advanced to 
the boats, and drove an advanced party of ours from 
thence. The fire of the mulquetry from the covei c 
way, and the cannon and mortars from the baftions 
and north lunette, was well kept up on the enemy’s 
approaches. They, in return, threw a few flaelis, 
and fired a few fhot into the town and works, by 
which one of the working party was tvounded. Our 
woiking paity, of fisty four pioneers, fixty grena- 
dieis of the fecond battalion, and one hundred and 
thiicy fepo)S, were employed m repairing the para- 
pet of the old north-eaft baftion, which was again 
compleated for three guns. In repairing, and covei - 
ing by fome gabions, the palhfadoe before the faf- 
cinc battery near the fea ; m clearing the earth from 
the foot of the demi-baftion, and therewith thicken- 
ing the blind before the old north-eaft baftion ; repair- 
ing the parapets and embrafures above, and carrying 
on the palliLdoe below. This day the enemy threw a 
great many fhells into the town, particularly the 
north end, and killed or wounded us more men than 
in any preceding day ; among the reft, two of the 
pioneer company were killed at their barrack door. 
The enemy laft night had augmented their north 
battery to twelve embrafures, and fired from thence 
very bnfkly on the old noith-eaft and demi-baf- 
tion. They alfo filled the gabions they had left 
enpty the night before, and advanced their work in 
the fame diiedlion about twenty yards (r). About 
ten in the tiiorning a fnow appeared to the north- 
eaft, and arxhored, on which the French frigate 
cha.%d, and all their Ihips threw out Englifti co- 
louis. 

Last night an inceflant fire v/as kept up with 
mufquetry from the covered way, and about twelve 
o’clock, an officer with twelve men were fent out to 
fall on the enemy’s workmen, which he fired on fe- 

veral 



S I E G E of F O R T St. G E O R G E. a ?5 

verai times, but a large body advancing, he was kill- 1 750. 
ed himfclf, and three of his men wounded. Not- 
wichrtanding the inteuupnon we gave them, the 
enemy earned on the remaini.'’g>pa>c of their zig-zag 
to fs), and covered it by a erotch>.i or b05.au (t). 

Oi.r working parly was feventy-fix of the pioneer 
company, the Hrft company of grenadiers, and twen- 
ty-four Yerjeants and corporals off duty, befides one 
hundred thirty fepoys. They were employed in re- 
pairing the parapet of the old north eaft baflion, 
which was put in order, and a platform lengthened 
for thiefe guns, the fame number as at firft. The 
blind below was thickened, and the rampart of it en- 
larged. The coveicd v/ay battery being deemed no 
longer ufeful, the guns were diawn oft' in the after- 
noon, and the platforms taken up. In the night 
we clofed the embrafutes, and loweted the merlons 
into a regular flope. Many of the palhfadoes w’hich 
were fixed in the dry ditch, having been deftioyed 
by the enemy’s ftiot and fliells, were replaced, and 
otheis fixed round the flank of the demi- baflion-, the 
embiafures of the demi-baftion next the fahant angle 
were filled up, the merlons of the three embrafures 
next the Ihoulder were repaired, and the parapet 
ftrengthened. T he eareft at the foot of the face was 
entiiely carr.ed away. 

Last night, the enemy brought two guns down j^n. i S.. 
to Che Bar, and fired a few fiioc at fome fepoys of ours 
pofted on the oppofite fide. Yeflerday and this 
night the enemy threw a great many fhelis into the 
town, and fome into the works, winch did us more 
damage than any they threw befoie. The enemy, 
yefierday in the afternoon, worked at thickening the 
fand-bank to the right of their battery clofe to the 
fea, and this morning they opened thiee embrafures 
through it, which in the afternoon filed on the norlh- 
eaft face of the north lunette ; fo that their north 

battery 
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battery now confifts of fifteen embrafures. The en'e- 
'my extended their parallel or crochet (t) at the foot 
of the glacis weftward about fifteen yards, but in a 
rough tinfinifhed nfanner, as indeed their whole 
work appears to be. Our working party laft night 
confided of fcventy-fix pioneers, the fecond company 
of grenadieis, and one hundred and thirty fepoys, 
who were employed m clearing the earth at the foot 
of the derni-baftion, finilhing the pallifadoes in the 
di y ditch, levelling the earth in the north-eaft angle 
of the coveied way, raiding and thickening the blind 
befoie the old north-eaft baftion, and giving the pa- 
rapets of that baftion an entire repair. To day the 
enemy did not fire from their battery near the old 
hofpital, and the embrafures appeared clofed up. 

. Notwithstanding the fire which we kept up 
laft night from our mufquetry, cannon and mortars, 
the enemy advanced by a third zig-zag (v) a-crofs 
the fahant angle of the glacis. In the forenoon, the 
enemy fiied prettyfmanlyfiom theirmufquetry behind 
their firft Cl otchet. They alfo brought two heavy 
guns (oj to the fouth of the Bar, and threw dome 
fhot into the town. Our working party laft night 
was one officer, three ferjeants, and fifty-fix pio- 
neei s, the firft; company of grenadiers, and thirty- 
two ferjeants and corporals, who weie employed in 
levelling the earth raifed for the guns in the north- 
eaft: angle of the covered way, clearing the earth from 
the foot of the demi-baftion, carrying a pallifadoe a- 
crofs the dry ditch before the eafl wing, thickening 
and raifing the blind, and repairing the emb.afures 
of the noith-eaft baftion. 1 he enemy’s (hells this 
day fet fire to the forting warehoufe, to a warehoufe 
in Gloucefter lane, and to Ibmefalt petrein Middle - 
gate ftreet, fo that the town was on fire in thre? 
places at once. 


Last 
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Last night the enemy threw very few fhells or jy 
jfhot into the works or town, nor did they ad- — 
vance their works more than by producing the thitd Jan. :.o. 
zig-zag from the ridge of the glacis obliquely to the 
fea-fide, where they crowned it by a fmall return of 
four or five gabions. In the afternoon, I obftrved 
a few Europeans working at a barbet parapet (oj 
near "the filhers huts to the fouthward of the bar, 
where the enemy had brought two large cannon, or 
one cannon and one mortar ; for fuch they appeared 
to me. Our working party was the pioneer compa- 
ny and one hundred and twenty fepoys, employed in 
the fame manner as yefterday, except driving rows of 
piquets in the front of the fafeine battery, and mak- 
ing a breaft-work before the pallifadoe which lepa- 
rates the demi-baftion from thefecond curtain. 

Last night the enemy threw few or no Ihells, and 
fired lefs than in any night ot the fiege ; nor did they 
make any apparent approach in their works. They 
thickened their fecond zig-zag and crotchet, and laid 
lome fand-bags for their mui'quetry. Our working 
party confided of the pioneer company, and one hun- 
dred and twenty fepoys, who were employed in re- 
pairing the parapets and embrafures of the old norih- 
eafl: baflion ; in finiihing the blind for mufquetry ; 
in clearing the face of the demi-baftions, and driving 
pickets in the fiont of, and laying fafeines on the 
fafeine battery j repairing the parapet and embrafures 
of the left face of the north baftion, and in clearing 
the fea-gate of rubbifh, and making a traverfe be-, 
fore the gate of the redoubt. The enemy’s batteries 
.were this day very filenl ; but they fired pretty biiflc- 
]y from their trenches on fuch of our people as ap- 
peared at the embrafures or over the parapets. The 
enemy’s method of proceeding, by fimple fap, in fo 
confined and unfupported a manner as their ap- 
pioathes aie formed, giving great room to believe a 
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fahy might eafiiy drive them from their work, and 
overfet iome of the gabions, it was determined to 
fend out thirty foIJicis and forty pioneers, to try 
what could be done. A little paft five in the even- 
ing ten men and a ferjeant v/ent out by the fea-fide, 
and an orllcer and twenty men went out by the bar- 
rier in the north eall angle of the covered way ; an 
engineer, with the captain of pioneers and forty men, 
followed. The fokhers were to poflefs the entfmy’s 
fecond ciochet, and cover the pioneers, while they 
deftroyed the lodgment forming on the ridge of the 
glads. Every thing fuccceded as we could with; the 
. enemy ran out of their fap in an inftant, and our pio- 
neers, for about eight minutes, worked hard at de- 
ftroying gabions, and fuch things as they found. 
The enemy then began to colled in their firft 
crotchet, and a fignal was made for the return of 
our party. - We loft two ferjeants killed, and three 
or four pioneei s wounded : what the enemy (who had 
moftly iepovs in their works) loft, we cannot guefs ; 
but as our cannon, mortars, and fmall arms played 
brifldy upont!’em, befc'e and after the Tally, they no 
doubt fuffered. It was appiehended they were car- 
rying a gallery under the glacis, in order to open the 
covered way by a mine ; but nothing of that kind 
was difcoveied. 

Tan 2'’ Last night the enemy did not advance their ap- 
' “'proaches, but worked at th.ckening their fecond 
crotchet, third zig-zag, and raifing the head of their 
ftp (w) on the ridge of the glacis. They fired few 
ftielLs, and thofe chiefly into the works. Lining the 
day the enemy hred very few cannon, particularly 
from their northern battery, where moft of the eni- 
brafures feem to be blinded. Our pioneer company 
having been out on the lally, we could only get a fer- 
jcant and twelve men to work in the night, who v/eie 
employed in repairing the parapets of the old north- 
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eaft baftion, and one hundred fepoys, who worked 1759. 
at a traverfe before the pallifadoe which ferves as a u — , — > 
barrier between the royal baftion and low curtain ; 
they alfo carried pallifadoes down to the fafcine bat- 
tery. 

Last night abriflc fire of mufquetry was kept up Jan. 23. 
on the enemy’s approaches ; however, they advanced 
a feij gabions on the glacis (x), aimoft paralUI to 
the eaft face of the covered way ; and they opened a 
battery (H) of four embrafures in their third Z'g- 
zag, with an intent to file on the tight face of tiie 
noi th ravelin ; but it did not anfwer their expecta- 
tions in bearing well on tifat work. Cm working 
party, of fixty three pioneers and one hundred fe- 
poys, were employed m repairing the north eaft baf- 
tion, in making a traverfe befoie the gate leading 
into the caponniere f.om the low curtain; another 
before each of the gates which clofe the communica- 
tion to the royal and demi baftions ; alfo in filling 
fand bags in the north-eaft angle of the covered way, 
and carrying them to the feveial works. Two em- 
brafures were repaired, and one platform on the demi- 
baflion ; and one platform on the north ravelin. 

Last night the enemy attempted to pufh their ga- 2 a , 

bions clofe to our coveied way, but feme of our men 
polled there overfet many, which rolled into the fea, 
and pulled others in between the pallifadoe. A fmait 
fire of mufquetry commenced on this occafion, and 
continued two or three hours, in which we loft ten 
or tv/elve men, killed or wounded. From the north- 
eaft baftion and fafcine battery the field- pieces fired 
grape in fuch plenty, that feventy difcharges wese 
made out of one gun; the enemy’s lofs, from fuch 
a fire, moft doubtlefs have been great and their work 
appeared this morning rough and incompieat Our 
working party v/as fixty pioneeis and one hundred fe- 

pOV', 
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poys, who were employed in repairing the old norths 
ealt baftion ; the embrafures of the north ravdin, 
and making a blind behind the flank of the loya! 
baftion but the pioneers being lent for- to go and 
ov'crfet the enemy’s gabions, little work was done. 
We loft of that party one killed and two wounded. 

Last night the enemy piiflied on their approaches 
in a line parallel to the eaft face ot the covered way, 
as far as the Palmeira pallifadoe (y), which runs 
quite into the fea ; paiallel to which they made are- 
turn. In the night a fniall parry of our pioneeis 
went and pulled fevera! of the enemy’s gabions into 
the covered way, and a fmall party of grenadiers 
alarmed them in their trenches. Our working party 
confifted of fifty-three pioneers and one hundred fe- 
poys, who were employed in repairing the embra- 
fures of the old north-eaft baftion, in repairing the 
parapets and embrafures of the north ravelin ; filling 
in the (hells holes in the caponniere, and making a 
banquet behind the traverfe leading to it. About 
two o’clock in the afternoon it v/as determined to 
make a fally, with twenty men of the guard behind 
the blind, and twenty of the pioneer company, with 
a^n intent to deftroy the work the enemy had done 
the preceding night : tiiey accordingly went out and 
diove the enemy frqm their approach behind the 
ftockadoe, and our pioneers endeavoured to demolifh 
their work by overietting the gabions, and thi owing 
the tools they found into the fea, or our covered 
way. After maintaining their ground near fifteen 
minutes, the enemy began to grow veiy numerous 
in their crotchet on the ridge of the glacis ; on which 
our- people were ordeied to retire. We had captain 
Black, who commanded the twenty men, wounded 
through the leg, and lieutenant f itzpatrick of the 
grenadiers (of whom twenty went out] through both 
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his arms, two or three men and one ferjeant killed. 1759. 
The enemy mull have fuffered confiderable fiom our '*-'1 
fire, ' which was kept up very brifkly fiom the works 
above an hour. 

Last night the enemy pCiihedon their approaches 26 . 
in a line almoft parallel t9 the north face of the co- 
vered way before the demi baftion, and made a re- 
turn (z ) at the end of it, to cover their flank ; fo 
that by the work of this and the preceding night they 
wholly embraced the faliant angle of our covered 
way, and confequently made it too hazardous for us 
to keep troops therein. Our working party laft n’ght 
conflfled of fifty-three pioneers and eighty-eight 
fepoys, who were employed in repairing the north- 
eaft baftion, the parapet and embrafures ; in repair- 
ing the embrafures and parapets of the fafcine batte- 
ry, and lengthening it cowards the fea •, and at the 
fea gate redoubt, in flrutcing up the great gate which 
was damaged and very difficult to pafs, by the fall- 
ing of the viranda ; and opening the fmall gate on 
the fouth fide j alfo in clearing the rubbifh from the 
north flank of the battery, and filling the gabions 
placed on' the face. To-day the enemy fired moft of 
their fhot from their feveral batteries into the town^ 
but threw their fhells chiefly towards the works on, 
the north front. 

The enemy, laft night, did nothing but widen and 2" 
raife the work of the preceding night ; which we in ^ * 
fome degree impute to the detachments they made to 
oppofe captain Preftom and Ifouf Cawn, who we 
heard were at Ponamalle. Our working paity con- 
fifted of forty-feven pioneers and ninety fepoys, who 
were employed in repairing the north -eaft baftion; 
in repairing the embrafures of the flank of the royal 
baftion ; and in repairing the parapets and embra- 
fures of the north lunette they alfo worked, during 

R the 
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the day, at the fea gate redoubt, when the north 
^ flank was entirely repaired, and embrafures formed 
for four guns. In the afternoon captain Prefton’s 
flgna], of a great fmoke, was feen weft of Egmore, 
and an Hircar came in, with a report that the 
French had been entirely routed by our troops. 

The enemy did not laft night, to appearance, 
’ work much at their approaches, owing, I fuppofe, 
to the extraordinary guards they were obliged to 
keep, on account of Ifouf Cawn, whole horfe were 
yefterday very near Egmore, This morning, the 
French black horle, foot, and their European ca- 
valry, were drawn up in a line, between Egmore 
and captain Malkelyne’s gatdens, and by their mo- 
tions to the right and left, we expedled that Ifouf 
Cawn was near them, efpecially as feveral fmokes 
were feen that way, however, nothing appeared. 
In the forenoon, we obferved that the enemy, with 
feveral yoke of oxen, intended to draw off the guns 
they had to the fouthward of the bar ; but on our 
firing a few foot, the bullock drivers and bullocks 
difappeared. The enemy having now furrounded 
our north-eaft faliant angle, and probably intending 
to make a battery on the glacis, it was determined 
to try laft night if we could pufo a mine from the 
counterfcarp that way. An engineer and eight men 
were accordingly fet to open an arch, which had been 
turned in the counterfcrap for that purpofe. The 
reft of the working party, being thirty -two pioneers 
and eighty fepoys, were employed in repairing the* 
parapet, and embrafures of the right face of the north 
lunette, and making a ditch before the fouth flank 
of the fea gate battery, in which a pallifadoe was 

fixed. 

1 

Last night the enemy drew olF one of their guns 
to the fouthward, but we could not perceive that 

they 
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they had worked any thing at their approaches ’till 17 59- 
two o’clock in the afternoon, when they were dif- 
covered throwing up earth through a fm^l hole juft 
within the banquet in the coveied way oppofite the 
ftockadoe (y J, which was placed on the eaftern gla- 
cis ; which makes me imagine they were working by 
covered fap, with an intent to open the counterfcarp 
under cover of the faliant angle of the demi-baftion, 
where they could not be feen from the flank of the 
royal, but having come too near the furface, the 
earth fell in, and they were difcovered. Some gre- 
nadiers were immediately fent out to fire into the 
hole, and throw granades, which they did, and there- 
by ftoped the enemy’s working. Our working party 
was laft night thirty-feven pioneers and fixty fepoys, 
who were employed in carrying on the gallery, and 
in raifing the right fide of the caponniere, to cover 
our people paflingand repaffing to the north ravelin. 

Twelve men and a ferjeant, with fome boatmen, 
worked in the day at the fea gate, in raifing the 
fouth flank of the battery, and filling up the ufelcfs 
embrafures. 

The enemy were laft night quite filent in their Jan. goii 
trenches, but threw plenty of ftiells into the town, 
and at the north ravelin. By their filence, and other 
appearances, we concluded they were making a bat- 
tery fome where on the face of the covered way, or 
carrying on a gallery towards the blind. Our work- 
ing party confifted of forty five pioneers, and about 
feventy-five fepoys, who were employed in puChing 
on the mine, compleating the right fide of the capon- 
niere, and in repairing the parapet and embrafures 
of the right face of the north ravelin. A fail, which 
had been in fight to the fouthward all day, came into 
the road towards the evening, under Englilh colours, 
and proved to be the Shaftfbury, from Bombay, hav- 
ing been left by the other four India- men, and two 

R 2 twenty- 
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twenty-gun (hips, which came as a convoy, the fc" 
vench inftant off Ceilon, and expefted to have found 
them here. This fhip, being the worft failor, had 
been an hofpital fhip, and therefore brought ns only 
the fick, and ^thereby added to our diftrefs for 
room. 

The French frigate, laft night, canae near and 
received a broad fide fiom the bhaftfbury, and then 
failed to the fouthward, and to-day in the afternoon 
letuined into the road again. A little before her re- 
turn, feveial boats weie feen going with men to the 
Haarlem, a Dutch Indiaman feized by the French, 
which fliip immediately weighed and flood towards 
the Shafrfbury, who flipped her cable and flood 
quite under our guns. The Haarlem fired feveral 
fhot at our fliip, and followed her fo clofe, that we 
tried -to -reach her with the guns from the fea line, 
but file was at too great a range to fire with any cer- 
tainty. The enemy, from their battery of two guns 
to the fouthward (O), and one from the northward 
(H), fttuck the bhatfhury feveral times, but night 
comingon, faved her from the damage fhe mull other- 
wife have received. Early in the morning, the enemy 
opened four embrafures on the north face of the co- 
vered ivay before the demi-baftion, and began to' 
fire with three guns, but the eaith in the fhells of 
their embrafures was fo high, and the battery fb ill 
conftnu fired, that, after firing twenty or thirty fhot, 
none of which came within feveral feet of the top of 
oiir parapets, the battery was filent, not only from 
its inutility, but, I imagine, fome of the guns were 
difmounted by the fire from our north-eaft baflion. 
The working party laft night was forty-eight pio- 
neers, twelve of which were employed in pufhing 
dn' the mine, the reft in clearing the earth from the 
demi-b^ion, and repairing the fafeine battery. It 
being i^lo ifeagined that the enemy were pufhing 'on 
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a gallery behind the counterfcarp under the narrow 1759. 
covered way to the eaftward, with an intent to de- 
ftroy our blind, or blow up the coveied way, it was 
determined to open another gallery from the covered 
paffage under the blind, and carry it on to meet the 
enemy, in cafe they fliould advance that way. 

The enemy laft night repaired the damaged met- 
Ions of their battery, and endeavoured to lower the 
cells of their embrafures, from whence in the morn- 
ing they fired three guns, but with little elFeft, and 
were foon obliged to ciofe their embrafures, as in the 
preceding day. The Haarlem, the enemy’s battery 
to the fouthward, and one gun to the northward, fir- 
ed on the Shaftlbury, at intervals, all day, and have 
fent feveral fhot through her; we, in return, filed 
at the fhip, and the enemy’s Ibuthern guns ; in the 
evening, a twenty-four pounder burfl: on St. Thome 
baftion, and wounded fix men, of which fourweie 
mortally hurt. The Governor being there. Very 
narrowly efcaped with a flight fcratch. The Cudda- 
lore fchobner came near the road in the evening, and 
then flood away to the northward again. Our 
working party laft night was fifty-four pioneers and 
thirty-five fepoys, who were employed as follows : 
twenty-four pioneers, pufhing on our gallery, re- 
lieved each other every fix hours, the reft, with the 
fepoys, were repairing the pallifadoe in the gorge of 
the north lunette, repairing the embrafures in the 
eaft flank of the royal baftion, and levelling the 
earth beat down on the banquets of the lower cur- 
tain. The enemy thtew but few fhells laft night or 
in this day. 

Last night the enemy worked at repairing the 
parapet, and lowered the embrafuies of their bat- 
tery on the creft of the glacis, in which they opened 
again this morning five embrafures, and fired with 

R 3 two 
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1750. two guns on the angle of the demi-baftion, which 
rarely ftruck the top of the parapet. Our working 
party was fifty-one pioneers, and a hundred fepoys, 
who were employed in repairing the fafcine battery, 
in fetting up pallifadoes in the gorge of the north ra- 
velin, and m repairing the parapets of the north-eaft 
baftion ; twenty -feven men were employed in pulh- 
ing the gallery under the north covered way, and un- 
der the covered way near the blind. The enemy’s 
battery, which fired a Ihot now and then from one 
gun, was filent before noon. About three in the 
afternoon, captain Prefton, Ifouf Cawn, and the 
enemy, feemed to be engaged in forae topes four or 
five miles north weft, and continued firing till five 
o’clock. The Haarlem and the French frigate drew 
off laft night, and anchored to the northward, fo that 
the Shaftlbury had only two guns from the fouth- 
ward, and one from the northward to fire on her, 

Feb. 3. This morning, about day-break, the enemy 
fprung a mine behind the couiiterfcarp of the ditch, 
oppofite the eaft-end of the cuvette, and opened the 
wall about twenty or twenty-five feet, but did no 
other damage than wounding three or four men and 
an officer in the demi- baftion with bricks. The in- 
tent of this opening is not very clear, becaufe if it was 
defigned as a defcent into the ditch, it is fo injudicir 
oufly made, that four guns from the flank of the 
royal baftion fire direftly into it ; but colonel Law- 
rence is rather of opinion, it was intended to deftroy 
the entrance to our mine, which was but twenty feet 
from theirs, or that they Iprung it, thinking we were 
at work on the outfide ; for the engineer and people 
at work on our mine heard the enemy very di (finely 
at work within the counterfcarp about two o’clock in 
the morning, and alarmed them by knocking, an4 
calling out to bring the match that we might j^iring 
our mine. Our working party, of fifty -four pio- 
neers. 
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neers and forty or fifty fepoys was employed on the i 
mine and countermine, and thickening the parapet of 
the demi-baftion near the faliant angle, which part 
the enemy’s battery feems to be intended againft. 

Last night, the enemy endeavoured to make Feb. 4. 
their guns on the glacis bear on the demi and north- 
caft baftions, by lowering the embrafures ; but after 
firing a few Ihot in the morning, they clofed them 
as before. Jn ihort, the fire from the flank of the 
royal baftion oblique, and three guns in the north-eaft 
direft, is fo fuperior to the enemy’s, that they cannot 
poffibly fland that and our ihells above an hour or 
two every morning. Our working party confifted 
laft night of fifty -three pioneers and fifty or fixty ie- 
poys, who were employed in thickening the parapet 
of the demi-baftion, and carrying on the two galle> 
ries. The enemy’s large fliells being all expended, 
is the reafon, we imagine, that they only throw from 
time to time thofe of eight or ten inch from two 
mortars in the crotchet at the foot of the glacis (K). 

The fire of their artillery from the feveral batteries, 
except that at the burying-ground of four guns, was 
alfo very flow. The two large guns at the bar were 
this morning withdrawn, and a field- piece brought 
thither. • 

This morning early we were furprized with the 
fight of fix or feven veflels under fail, and concluded 
them at once to be our fliips from Bombay, but the 
advance of the day foon difcovered to our view the 
enemy’s two fliips, and five fmall veflels, going out 
of the road, and ftanding eaftward, and as loon as 
the lea wind came in, they flood to the fouthwaid. 

This extraordinary motion we can no ways account 
for, but by fuppofing the enemy have had advice of 
our fliips being fomewhere on the coaft, and fearful 
of theirs falling into our hands, have lent them to 
R 4 take 
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. take fhelter under Pondicherry. A red flag was feen 
at the great Mount in the morning, and a great 
fmoke, fo that we concluded captain Pfefton and 
Ifout Cawn are got thither, and hope they will foon 
get nearer to us. The enemy, laft night, fired a 
good deal of mufquetry, and this morping fired 
three or four rounds from two guns on their.breacjhing 
battery, but were obliged to clofe it immediately, and 
fcarce fired a muflcet fiiot all day. The four guns 
at the new hofpital were filent or withdrawn, and 
only two fired flow’ly at the old hofpitdl. Our work- 
ing party, of fifty-three pioneers and forty leppjs, 
were employed on the demi-baftion, nqrtK ravelin, 
and galleries: yefterday that under the hoi th covered 
way iell in, and had like to have difcovered us to the 
enemy, but being no further, advanced than the ban- 
quet of our covered way, we turned to the right till 
we got into the center of the old tovfn wall, and then 
advanced forward towards the enemy’s batteij. , In- 
deed we imagined the gallery to have been under the 

, parapet, and were fufprized to fee, by the face of 
the covered way, that we were not fo far. 

This morning fix embrafures of the enemy’s bat- 
tery to the north -ward appeared to be repaired j and 
by their withdrawing the guns from the new hofpi- 
tal, it is fuppofed they intend to reftore their firft 
gtand batteiy. Nothing elfe appeared to have been 
done as to their works, and their battery on the 
glacis was filent. Our woiking party, confifting 
of fifty pioneers and as many fepoys, was employed 
in repairing the parapets of the demi-bafiion, and 
carrying on our two galleries j thirty failors were 
landed from the Shaftlbury to affift the artillery; 
and the (hip, no longer apprehenfive of the enemy, 
went put jnto deeper water. 


EARLt 
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Early this morning the enemy fainted us with 1759. 
four guns and one mortar from their old grand bat- 
tery, which cannot be much to the credit of the at- Feb. 7. 
tack, thus to retreat, after having had four guns m 
battery five days on the glacis. The old north-earl 
baftion, which with thiee guns had been rmintained 
the whole fiege, fcems to be the objed of their old 
(but once more new) battery. The angle of the 
demi-baftion is allb battered from four thefe guns, 
and as many from the burying-ground fire on the 
face : fo that the enemy have now, as it were, gone 
back to the 6 th. of January, and have on us the fol- 
lowing batteries : at the old hofpital two guns 
plunging into and enfilading the whole north front; 
at the burying-ground four guns battering the face 
of the demi-baftion ; at the grand battery four guns, 
firing on the faliant angle of the demi, and on the 
old north- eaft baftion, and one mortar, throwing' 
firells of ten inches into the town. On the zig-zag 
which croffes the ridge of the glacis, three mortars, 
throwing eight and ten inch ifhells into the demi and 
north-eaft baftions, the blind and fafcine battery. 

Our working party, of fifty pioneers and as many 
fcpoys, were employed in raifing and repairing the 
left face of the north ravelin, repairing two embra- 
fures on the north face of the royal baftion, and in 
carrying on the galleries. 

• The enemy this morning fired with four guns o 
from their grand battery ; but the greateft part of 
the fhot from thence and the burying-ground go over 
our parapets. Nothing new appeared in their ap- 
proaches. Captain Barker and myfelf this morn- 
ing went off in a Moffula boat on board the Europe 
Ihip, and rowed from thence a little to the noith- 
ward, with an intent to come back along fhore, and 
take a view of the enemy’s works in reverfe. We 
got fo far north, and fo near, as to fee plainly be- 
hind 
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ij-a. hind their grand battery, which at firft appealed ve- 
i— ly ill manned; but in aninftant it was filled, and a 
gun or two turned againft us, with which they fired 
five rounds at the boat. This obliged us to make an 
hafty retreat, and prevented us from feeing fo much 
of their works as we propofed. A defcrter who had 
formerly been in our fervice came in from the enemy 
this evening ; and informs us, that the reafoa they 
abandoned their battery on the glacis, was, becaufe 
they loft many men from the fuperiority of our fire, 
had leveral guns difabled, and were conftantly ap- 
prehenfive of being blown up by our mine, which 
they heard we were making under it. He alfo af- 
furcs us, that they are not making any mines on 
their part, as we apprehended. Our working party, 
of fifty pioneers and twenty-feven fepoys, were em- 
ployed m repairing the embrafures on the north face 
of the royal, which fire on the enemy’s grand bat- 
tery ; and thofe of the old north-eaft baftion ; alfo 
in pufhing on our galleries, one of which is now un- 
der the enemy’s battery, and the other fo far ad- 
vanced as to prevent any poflibility of deftroying the 
blind by a mine. We had certain advice this after- 
noon of major Caillaud’s arrival at the Mount, but 
no account of the forces with him. One of the ene- 
my’s Ihips anchored this afternoon in St. Thome road, 
which it was determined the Europe ftiip fhould at- 
tack ; for if Ihe is loaded with heavy fhells, as we 
apprehend, we ought to hazard greatly rather than 
let them be landed ; becaufe the damage they will 
do the works, now the enemy is fo near, will be irre- 
paiable, and give them an opportunity of efiedtually 
cflablilhing the battery on the glacis. 

Pg’p Eariy this morning we heard a fmart cannonad- 
' ing. towards the Mount, which continued at inter- 
vals all day, and was renewed very brifldy towards 
the evening. The adion was, no doubt, between a 

ft ton g 
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iftrong party of M. Lally’s European forces, with his 17 
black army, gnd our troops under the command of wO'NI 
major Caillaud, who had juft joined captain Prefton 
and Ifouf Cawn, from Tanjore; how it ended is 
hard to fay, but we hope, from the lepeaied rein- 
forcements which the enemy fent our, that our peo- 
ple had the advantage. In the afternoon two com- 
panies of fepoys were fent out to the bar, and from 
thence proceeded to the garden- houfe, which pofts 
the enemy had abandoned ; they found Ibme ammu- 
nition, fand-bags, &c. which they brotJght away, 
and let fire to the enemy’s gabions. It was intend- 
ed that our European ftiip Ihould make an attempt 
in the night on the fhip which anchored off Sc. 

Thome yefterday ; however, it was not done, and 
to-day many ftores were unloaded and carried to the 
Black-town. The enemy’s fire was not very bnfk 
to-day, and moft of their fhot flew over the town. 
Nothing appeared to have been done at their ap- 
proaches. Our working party was laft night fifty- 
one pioneers and twenty-feven fepoys, employed in 
repairing the demi and north-eaft baftions, and car- 
rying on the galleries. 

The enemy laft night did nothing apparently toFeb.-iO. 
their approaches, and were pretty filent in their bat- 
teries. During the day they fired fmartly from their 
northern battery, but moft of the fhot feemed to be 
direded for the houfes in the town, among which 
they made great havock ; they alfo threw all their 
fliells into the town, fo that the fiege feems to be be- 
gun a-frefh, and the attack intended againft the 
houfes rather than the works. Our working party, 
of pioneers and forty-eight fepoys, were employed 
in repairing the old north-eaft baftion, the deml- 
baftion, clearing the earth below, and in carry- 
ing on the galleries. The enemy’s fhips went off in 
the night. 
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The enemy Jaft night fired little muiquetry, and 
' did not, that we could difcover, make any addition 

Feb. 1 1 . to their approaches. Our working party, of fifty- 
fix pioneers and one hundred and thiity-three fepoys, 
weie employed in repairing two embrafures and 
thickening a traverfe on the demi baflion ; in clear- 
ing the lubbifh from the mint baftion, in laying a 
platform and making another embrafure near the 
beach at the fafcine battery. The gallery under the 
counterfcarp being advanced about ninety-five feet, 
two chambers were made, and loaded with two hun- 
dred and fifty pounds of powder each; that before 
the blind was opened by a pit up through the glacis, 
and a branch cairied on a parallel to the covered 
way, towards the enemy at the ftockadoe. 

j2. Last night the enemy advanced, or rather re- 
paired, a final! breaft-work they had at the end of 
tile fiockadoe. near the fea-fide; but made no other 
alteration in their approaches. Our working party, 
of fifty- feven pioneers and thirty- three fepoys, virere 
employed in repairing the north-eaft baftion and the 
demi, and in lengthening out the fafcine battery quite 
into the furf, by means of cafks filled with fand ; 
placing a barricade of pallifadoe, chevaux de frize, 
and trees in front, and raifing the parapet. The pio- 
neers employed under the north counterfcarp conti- 
nued to ftop the mine, and the Blacks to advance 
the new fliaft, A deferter came in this afternoon over 
the enemy’s lodgment on the glacis, and afiures us, 
that the enemy are making no mines, but are much 
afraid of ours. The fire of the befiegers artillery 
and mot tars has not been fo briik to day as it was 
yefterday. 

13. Thus morning, between two and three o’clock, 
wc w.cre akfmsid by an attempt of the enemy, with 
thiity Europeans and fifty Coffrees, to nal up our 

3 guns 
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guns at the fafcine battery ; they advanced along the 1 75 q. 
1^'fide from the ftoekadoe, to within thirty yauis of 
our work; when being difcovered, they niade^aa 
halt, and after receiving a lire or two tiom a fix- 
pbunder placed near the beach, they went to the 
right about in fome confufion, and returned within 
their works. The drums having beat to arms, the 
wjioie garrifon repaired to their pofts, and plenty of 
fhells and grape Ihot were thrown into the enemy's 
approaches. We had a captain and one foldier 
wounded, and the enemy left five or fix men dead 
on the beach ; and in the morning a ferjeant of the 
Lorraine regiment, being moi tally wounded, crawl- 
ed into our covered way, and died loon after : from 
him we learnt the force and intention of the enemy. 

Our .working party confifted of fifcy-feven pioneers 
and forty-eight fcpoys, who were employed in repair- 
ing the north-eaft baftion, and the demi-baftion ; 
clearing the rubbifti from the north curtain, and 
dealing the earth from the right face of the north ra- 
velin, with which banquets w'ere made above. The 
flopping of the mine under the north counterfearp 
was compleated to-day, and intended to deftroy the 
enemy’s battery, if ever they attempted to re-efta- 
blifh it. The fire of the enemy’s north battery was 
to-day very brilk, and that at the pld hofpital 
filent. 

Having obferved that the enemy, before the rif- p , , 

ing of the moon laft night, had placed fome gabions ^ ‘ 

near the fea-fide, a little advanced beyond the floc- 
kadoe, a brifk fire was kept thereon from the fafcine 
battery, and a fally refolved to be made in the morn - 
ing. Accordingly, about fix o’clock, a fubaltein 
and fifteen men were fent along the covered way 1 ill 
they got on the flank of the ftoekadoe forty more, 
with two captains, went diredly in front of the ftoc- 
kadoci and twenty, with an engmser, went with- 
out 
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out arms. The enemy fan from their poft immedl- 
ately, and our people took poflefRon, which they 
maintained till the gabions by the fea-fid,e were over- 
turned and thrown into the furf, the earth levelled, 
and the enemy’s tools gathered up our party then 
returned, having only two men flightly wounded. ' 
I'he enemy being fired on by the north ravelin, roy- 
al baftion, demi baHion, and fafcine battery, with 
grape, befldes all the works with mufquctry, mup; 
have ioft many men. We could have kept pofieffion 
of the ftockadoe if wepleafed ; but it was not thought 
neceffary. The intent of the enemy advancing by 
the fea-fide, muff be with a view to bring cannon 
againft our 1 afcine battery ; orunder cover of the beach, 
which is fteep, to advance, by means of traverfes, 
till they got beyond our place of arms, and then make 
an attempt on that and the fafcine battery together. 
The enemy were remarkably quiet ail night in their 
trenches and batteries, the only diflurbance they gave 
us being by a fhell or two now and then ; thus they 
generally adf when they are carrying on any work. 
Our working party confifted of twenty-four pioneers 
and thirty fepoys, who were employed in clearing 
and repairing the embrafures of the north-baftion, 
repairing the embrafures on the demi, and repairing 
the caponniere before the blind. 

p, , Last night, before the rifing of the moon, the 

enemy replaced the gabions which had been overfet 
yefterday morning, and endeavoured to compleat the 
traverfe (N) •, but the fire of a twelve pounder from 
the fafcine battery, and the Ihells from the demi- 
baftion, made fuch deftrudtion among their gabions, 
that they advanted their work but little. Our work- 
ing party, of thirty-five pioneers and forty fepoys, 
was employed in repairing the north-eaft baftion, the 
embrafures of the demi, one embrafure of the royal, 
she demi caponmere before the blind, and driving the 

pickets 
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pickets in front of the fafcinc' battery. The mine 
being loaded, three pioneers attended it by turns, ^ — / 
and were covered at night by ten grenadiets. The 
enemy’s fire to-day was very brifk in the morning 
from fix guns on their grand battery, three at the 
burying-ground, and two at tjie OiJ Iiofpital , but 
at five in the evening they only fired from thice at 
the grand battery and two at the burying-ground 
a great quantity of artillery indeed to dcftroy de- 
fences ! The French frigate having returned the 1 4th 
at night, and anchored at St. Thomee road, the fai- 
lors which we had on fhore, and thiity mai'incs, were 
fent on board the Shaftfbury, which failed to attack 
her about eleven at night ; but the frigate was gone 
out of fight by the moining. 

Though the enemy laft night did not again at- Feb. 16 , 
tempt to pufh on their fap by the fea fide, we kept 
a brifk fire till moon -light, and by their filence fuf- 
pedled them to be fomewhere at work. Our people 
were employed in laying large timbers and fand-bags 
bn the beach, to make a platform at the fafcine bat- 
tery for a fliort iron twelve-pounder of a new m<ike, 
weighing eleven hundred weight, of which two came 
on board the Shaftfbury; in driving pickets, in the 
front, and fecuring the flank of the fafcine battery by 
trees laid in the furf. A party of fepoys were fent to 
level the earth at the foot of the demi-baftion; bur, 
the moon rifing early they were difcovered and fired 
on by the enemy, who killed one man, and the reft 
thereon abandoned the work. The embrafures of the 
north eaft and demi baftions were repaired. The ene- 
my’s fire to-day was very brifk from their artillery, 
but they threw very few Ihells. We got the plat- 
form ready on the beach for the iron twelve poun- 
der by noon ; fo that we had two twelve and one fix 
pounder to prevent the enemy’s approach. About 
noon a fmali floop anchored in the road, and ac- 
quainted 
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jMro, r;j nnted US, that our fliips wete feen by her a few 
days before in the latitude of fourteen north, and 
about five in the evening we perceived fix fail to the 
northward, which we concluded to be ours ; and ap- 
prehending the enemy, on fight thereof, might at- 
tempt lomething, the whole garrifon was ordered m 
lay on their aims at the fcveial polls during the 
night. 

Feb 17. whole gairifon being at their polls laft 

' n!ght, a brillv file of muiketry was kept up againll 
the enemy’s works. About ten o’clock the -fix 
fhips feen in the evening anchored in our road, and 
were known to be thofe we expedled from Bombay. 
A few pioneers imly were employed to lay plank, 
with nails drove through them, m the front of the 
fafeine battery. About two in the morning the 
enemy fired pretty fmartly from muiketry, but 
their foot flew high 5 fires appeared at the fame 
time in their trenches, and, by morning, we dif- 
covered that the approaches were evacuated, and 
the enemy were quitting the Black-town, having 
njfiled up all the guns they could fire from, and 
deftroyed the carnages which they thought fervke- 
able. The troops,- about fix hundred in number, 
were landed this morning. 

'Thus terminated the liege of Fort St. George, 
after the garrifon had been' feut up fixty-feven 
days, and the enemy’s batteries had been ‘open 
forty- fix. The arrival of the foips from Bom- 
bay with fucccrtirs, ' donbtlefs, haftened the enemy’s 
retreat, and faved the Black- town. 

As nothing toy different from 'what is inet with 
in all fieges, or laid down as general maximis,* was 
prafflfe^ m our'defence, it will be unnecfeflfary to 
enter info a particular recapitulation j but 1 'cait- 

■ ■ not 
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not with jnftice omit the following ciicumftances. 

To the credit of our artillery let it be remarked, 
that two tweh'e-pounders from the north ravehn 
difmounted four twenty-four pounders oppofed to 
them ; and that, of thirty two pieces of cannon 
found on the enemy’s batteries, thirty-one were dil- 
abled by our flrot, which are many more than we 
had hurt by the enemy, notwithftandlng our works 
were enfiladed, plunged into, and taken in reverie. 

1 muft alio mention, as a thing not common in fieges, 
that the works, by a few men, were kept in extraor- 
dinary good repair, and three guns, wxth a flout pa- 
rapet, were maintained on the noith-eaft baflion 
from the firft to the laid day of the fiege. * An addi- 
tion was alfo made of a battery by the iea-fide, and 
two pieces more were fired the i6th of February than 
the 14th of December. Nor muft I forget to ob- 
lerve, that a few raw men, taken from the pioneer 
company, greatly out-did the much boafted miners 
of the French, who were to blow whole baftions in- 
to the air : for, after the breaching battery was erefi- 
ed, thofe men, without having feen any thing of the 
kind before, and without any previous preparation 
of ftantions or tools, were fet to open the couhter- 
Icarp, and, by continued hard labour, carried a fhafe 
ninety-five feet in length under the enemy’s battery, 
where two chambers were made, and loaded with 
two hundred and fifty pounds of powder each. Th'S 
work was executed within a few feet of the enemy, 
and in fight of their lodgment on the glacis. They 
faw, and dreaded, but could not interrupt it, though 
we loft many men. Whoever confiders the nature 
of the foil, and that the fhaft was carried on under 
the explofion of the enemy’s guns, which every day 
made the earth fall in, muft allow this to have been 
a mpft laborious and hazardous undertaking. 


S 
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I WILL now proceed to a particular view of the 
enemy’s approaches and batteries, as they were the 
day the fiege was raifcd ■, beginning with that on the 
Cleft of the glacis. 

This battery opened with five embrafures ; three 
of which were intended to breach the faliant of the 
deroi-baftion, and two to fire againft the blind and 
notth-eaft, but the conftru(5lion and pofition was fo 
il! contri' ed, that the enemy were obliged to clofe 
the embiafures every day, after filing a few fhot, 
which in general flew over. The havock made in 
this battel y by our fhells and fhot, muft certainly 
have been very great ; for feven guns, eighteen and 
twenty 'four poundeis, with their carnages, lay dif- 
abled. 

The lodgment on the eaft fide of the covered 
way, and behind the ftockadoe, inftead of being 
miled with a i;hkk parapet well faced with fafeines, 
and bani.;uets made below, was nothing more than 
a little loofe eaith, throivn up into fome gabions 
placed vvithout order. Nor weie the ciotchets or 
demi parallels, which ought to have been capacious 
and well made works, formed in any other manner 
than the common zig-zags, which were a kind of 
flying fap about four feet broad ; fo that, undoubt- 
edly, had it ever been necefiary to refolve on attack- 
ing the enemy’s trenches with a body of four or five 
hundred men, we could not have failed to drive 
them from their grand battery, and nail up all their 
guns. 

Ne.!!!!. the foot of the glacis, on the face of a zig- 
zags was a battery of four embrafures, intended to 
ruin the parapet and difmount the guns of the light 
face of out north ravelin-, but tire aliigment of the 

parapet 
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parapet was fo far from parallel to its objed, that it 1759. 
was hardly poffible to twift the embra!ures into an 
opening that the guns might lee our work. Here 
lay four twenty-four pounders difabled. 

On that part of the fecond crotchet to the tight of 
the zig-zag, the enemy had fired thiee eight and ten 
inch mortars, and left behind them two dilabled bedb. 

In the grand battery, which opened fifteen em- 
brafures (of which three were direded to the north 
ravelin, and twelve on the demi and north-caft baf- 
tions) were fix guns mounted on their carnages ; and 
though the enemy had fired from four of them the 
16th in the evening, yet all but one had received 
confiderable damage on the muzzles, and might, 
in fad, be reckoned difabled; there were, befides, 
five guns with their carriages, and fome fpaie onts 
difmounted and ruined. Behind the right wing of 
this battery the enemy had fix mortars of twelve 
French inches, but temoved them, to make room 
for guns, leaving two difabled beds. 

In the battery a little to the left of the burying- 
ground, which was tolerably well built, and open..d 
four embrafurcs, were three guns mounted on their 
carriages, which had been fired the preceding even- 
ing, but were all damaged on their muzzles. Five 
guns in the battery, and one more, near, lay dif- 
mounted, and three carriages, by them ruined. This 
battery, to appearance, was built with a defign to 
enfilade the right face of the north ravelin and the 
covered way before it ; but it was placed a confider- 
able diftance to the left of the face pioductd, and 
confequently could not anfwer that piupofe; us 
greateft execution was on the face of the demi- 
baftion, near the fiiouldcr, againll which two guns 
conftandy played. 
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jyr-Q. ditch, behind a deep 

bank oppohte tiie Rot cugueze church, were the re- 
mains of four moitar platforms and two difable 
beds*, and Item tlrence the enemy threw their heavy 
{hells after they had made tlreir lodgment on the creft 
of the glacis. 

On the battery to the left of the old hofpital, I 
eould not difcover any guns *, but imagine feme muft 
have been difabled and "buried, as that battery was 
filent feveial days before the enemy^s retreat. It was 
built among the ruins of houfes, and had fix embra- 
fures, from two of which the enemy for fome days 
battered the left face of the royal ; but afterwards 
with four only enfiladed the right face and the cover- 
ed way before it, took the right flank in reverfe, and 
plunged into the demi-baflion. Adjoining to this 
battery on the left was another, in a different direddon, 
which opened four embrafures, and from whence three 
guns were fired on the right face of Pigot’s baftion for 
a few days, after which it was filent *, but with what 
view the enemy diredted any fire on that work, no 
one ever could conceive, becaufe that baflion could 
neither be attacked, nor offend them. 

The battery built in the front of the new hofpi- 
tal, near the place where the Company’s garden- 
houfe formerly flood, had four embrafures,, and as 
many guns weie conftantly fired from thence, till a 
few days before the fiege was raifed; It was intend- 
ed, 1 fuppofe, to recochet and plunge into all the 
works of the north front; and indeed it might have 
proved the moft troublefome battery to us of all 
which the enemy eredlcd : but I do not think they 
had cannon enough on it, nor that thofe they had 
were managed with the greateft addrefs. There were 
neither guns nor carriages found on this battery, and 

perhaps 
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perhaps none were difabled on it ; becaufe, as the guns j 759. 

always fired en ricochet, the embra fines were choaked 

in front, and the guns not to be fcen. 

References to the PLAN of the SIEGE. 

1. The tparch of , the party under colonel Draper, in 
the fally the 14th December. 

2. A party of the enemy which fired down the ftreet. 

3. Two platoons left to check that party. 

4. The Lorraine regiment, wdth four guns, taken 
in flank. 

5. Battalions de Flnde. 

6 . Colonel Draper’s party, with two guns playing 
on the Lorraine regiment. 

7. A party of our troops behind a mud wall, wheie 
eighty of them were taken. 

8. Colonel Draper’s retreat. 

9. The march of a party under majpr Brereton, to 
fupport the other. 

10. The regiment of 'Lally, marching to cut off our 
retreat. 

1 1 . The march of a party which made a fally the 
1 2th of January, under major Brereton. 

12. A trench. 

13. The Company’s gardens, where the enemy had 
a picket and two guns, which were taken. 

Ar The opening of the trenches, begun the 17th of 
December at night. 

B, The enemy’s grand battery, begun 1 8th at night, 
and opened 6th January. 

S 3 
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References to the PL AN of the SIEGE.’ 

C. Six thiiteen inch mortars, which played the 5th 
' of January in the morning. 

D. A battery of three guns, opened 2d January. 

E. A battery of four guns and two howitzers opened 
6th Januaiy in the morning. 

F. A battery of four guns, opened the 7th. 

G. A battery of four guns, which played en rico- 
chet, opened nth January. 

H. A battery of four guns, opened 23d January, 
againfl: the north ravelin. 

I. A battery of five guns, intended to breach the 
demi baftion, and deftroy the blind and north- 
eaft, opened 31 ft January in the morning. 

K. Mortar batteries of the enemy. 

L. Retrenchments, or barricadoes. 

M. A Fougafle, fprung by the enemy the 3d Fe- 
bruary in the morning. 

N. The laft attempt of the enemy to advance by 
traveifes, 14th February. 

O. A battery of two guns, which fired into the 
town on the foiith fide and at the Shatfifbury. 

P. The roy-al baftion. 

The north -eaft baftion. 

R. The north ravelin. 

S. The demi-baftion. 

T. The fafeine battery. 

y. The blind before the north-eaft baftion. 


WAR 
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T H E enemy when they raifed the fiege the i yth 
of February, marched off with fo much pre- 
cipitation, that the Black-town efcaped the deftruc- 
tion with which it had been threatened by M. Lal- 
ly. He marched diredly to the Mount, where he 
left marks of his refentment unwoithy of a foldier. 
Among the reft of his devaftations, he ordered three 
barrels of gun powder to be lodged in colonel Law- 
rence’s country houfe, and blew it up. 

The next morning he reached Conjeveram, and 
immediately began to fortify it againft a fudden at- 
tack. The want of bullocks, cooIeys, and other 
neceflaries, made it impradticable for our army to 
take the field till the beginning of March. We had 
then repofielled Poonomallay and Trepafibre, having 
about thirteen or fourteen hundred Europeans, for 
the reinforcement Vv'hich arrived the 17th of Febru- 
ary, amounted to fix hundred men compleat, and 
S 4 with 
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^ 759 - Black army of Ifouf Cawn and 

Vrf'-v^ the Nabob’s brother. 

CoioNEL Lawrence who commanded, being 
dc-firous of bringing on an adion, marched towards 
Conjeveram, and moved round it, expofing his 
flank ; but as he found nothing could provoke the 
enemy to flat, and being in a very bad ftate of health, 
he prudently refolved to quit the command rather 
than fubicd himfelf to certain fatigue (which he 
could not bear) without a profped of performing the 
fervice he was defirous to accomplifh, he therefore 
returned to England, leaving the command to ma- 
ior Biereton, a gallant officer, and next in rank to 
"colonel Draper, whofe ill ftate of health obliged him 
hkewife to leave a climate which was fo prejudicial to 
him, that he found it neceffary to take the firft op- 
portunity of withdrawing himfelf from the bad ef- 
fed of it. He accordingly took his paffage in a China 
fhip, and left the garrifon full of regret for the lofs a 
brave officer, who had endeared himfelf to them by 
every other part of his condud and behaviour. 

Major Brereton, to draw out the enemy if pof- 
fible to an engagement, made a motion towards 
Wandewaffi, and opened ground’ before that place. 
The French marched to relieve it, and came within 
nine miles of onr army, who advanced between three 
or four miles towards them, where they remained 
two days under aims. Major Brereton finding the 
enemy had taken a poft which from its ftrength, 
it was not prudent for him to attack, and being in- 
formed that they had left but a fraal! force in Con- 
jeveram, made a forced maich in the night of the 
T 2th of i\pril, and the day after, entered the town. 
It was ganifoned by five hundred black troops com- 
rwded by Muftapha Beg, an enterprizing partizan, 

who 
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who left our fervice, withdrawing himfelf from cap- i 
tain Prefton, during the liege of Madrafs. Mufta- 
pha Beg retired with his party to the Pagoda, where 
he made an obftinate refiftance till he was killed, 
with the greateft part of his followers ; bur not till 
they had made the befiegers fuffer in their turn, by 
the lofs 'of four officers, though fcarce any men in 
proportion. Major Monfon, as he was reconnoitung, 
received a wound which entered near his ear, pafied 
through his check, and came out near his nofe, but 
he never found any great inconvenience from it. Ma- 
jor Brereton, in the attack, received a contufion on 
his knee which laid him up for forae time, and major 
Caillaud was wounded in the cheek. 

These accidents loft them the critical time of ac- 
tion, for the enemy were never in a woife condition ; 
being ready for a general mutiny for want of cloath- 
ing and pay. The defertion of the infantry was very 
great, and fifty Huflars coming over to us were an 
addition of a very ufeful corps, and of moft particu- 
lar benefit at this jundlure, as they helped to over- 
come a very falfe prejudice which our people had 
hitherto entertained, that fuch troops were ufelefs ; 
whereas in fa6t, though exceedingly expenfive, they 
are abiblutely neceffary for fome particular fervices, 
and the ftpoys are always in the greateft dread of 
them. Upon thefe confiderations it was at length re- 
folved to raife a body of between two and three hun- 
dred Huflars. 

Being in poflefllon of Conjeveram, we remained 
there a month, as did M, I.ally at Cauvery-pauk, till 
having contrived to cioath his men, and perfuading 
himfelf that they would be inclined for adlion, up- 
on intelligence that Ifouf Cawn was returned to Tri- 
chinopoly, and that the Nabob’s brother had alfo 
left the army, he moved towards Conjeveram. At 

the 
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the f^me time major Brereton alio marched towards 
the emmy, fa that the two armies iinexpeded- 
ly found themfelves near each other. Many of Dra- 
per’s battalion being recruits unufed to lervice, and 
iirange to the climate, were lb affected by if, that 
in a march of eight miles, fix of them fell do'svn 
dead, and ninety were taken ill, and by the incle- 
ment hear, rendeied unfit for fer vice. 

There was no hefitat’ng in a cafe of this nature, 
for M. Lally being informed of thefe extraordinary 
accidents, was m full maich ; therefore a retreat was 
immediately m.ade to Conjeveram. M. Lally ad- 
vanced within thiee miles of the place, and theEng- 
l.fh could not reconcile it to their fenfe of honour to 
be fhut up within walls. Major Brereton being 
greatly affefted by the climate, they marched out un- 
der major Monfon, who though, he was prevailed on 
not to rifque a general adion againft eighteen hun- 
dred Europeans, had the good fortune to be fuccefs- 
ful in feveral flcirmifhes, fuftamed two fmall attacks 
which M. Lally made on him, in both which he re- 
puiied the enemy ; and having killed a captain, a 
fubaltein, and eighteen grenadiers, rendered his 
fmall force fo refpedable to the enemy that M. Lal- 
ly, convinced that there was no real difpofition in his 
army for an engagement, prudently decamped and 
inarchai in the night to Trivatour, which is twenty 
miles (hllant. He then lent his army into canton- 
ments, and went himfelf to Pondicherry, heartily 
tired of his command and of the country, as he 
would not ferupie frequently to declare. The fame 
complaints were univtrfally made by all his officers, 
and moft furprizing it is that they could fo long keep 
together, unpaid, a body of troops continually cla- 
mouring for their arrears. At length the whole re- 
giment of Lorraine mutinied to a man, ahd taking 
pofTeffion of four guns, marched out of the garrifon 
' with 
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with their colours to a confiderable diflance, where they i y 59. 
declared their refolulion to fuyport tiieinfelves, and 
put the neighbouring counti ics under ccnti ibution for 
their maintenance. The Cihccrs followed them, and 
by entreaty and promifs enc'cavouied to prevail with 
them to return to tneir duty. 1 he int. r.non of the 
foldiers was not to dcfeit to the tngnfli, but only 
to declare off from lerving without pay, iheiefoie 
the officers were never able to get from them any 
other anfwer but that they would agree to rtturrj, 
provided their arrears were paid in three days, ocher- 
wife they would, fiom that moment, begin to fub- 
lift themfelvts in the country. Advice of this being 
dilpatched to Pondicherry, a fupply of money was 
immediately fent from thence, with a promife that 
the remainder of their arrears fhould be paid in a 
week. Upon this the regiment returned to their 
quarters, and it is remarkable, that not a man of 
them deferted. 


Colonel 
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EXPED ition 

T O 

GOLCONDA* 


T H E events which preceded, and which imme- 
diately followed the fiege of Fort St. George, 
being thus continued to the prefent ftate of inadion, 

' the great and glorious undertakings, and providential 
fuccefs which bleft the Englifh arms in other parts of 
the country, may here find a place without impro- 
priety or interruption. 

M. Lally, as foon as he refolved on the fiege of 
Fort St. George, fent orders to Golconda for M. De 
Buffy and M. Moracin to join him with part of their 
forces, leaving the command of the army at Maffu- 
lipatam, with the Marquis De Conflans. Soon af- 
ter the departure of M. De Bufly, the country pow- 
er^, heartily tired of the French yoke, embraced this 
opportunity to throw it off. The Raja of Vifana- 
pore colleded an army of about three thoufand men, 
marched to ‘Vizagapatam, imprifoned the French 
chief, plucked down their colours, and hoifted Eng- 

h(h 
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lifli in tiicir flrfiad, and at the fame time plundered 
thefadtory. The Marquis De Conflans, in order 
to punifli this infult, marched his army from Maf- 
fulipatam, purpofing to reduce the Raja, and take 
his capital Vifanapore. The Raja not being able to 
make head againft the French array, applied to co- 
lonel Clive at Calcutta, acquainting him with what he 
had done at Vizagapatam, and reprefenting that M. 
De Buffy had taken moft of the European forces out 
of the country. He allured him, that all the country 
powers were unanimous in defiring to be freed from 
the tyranny of the French ; and that with a fmall 
affiftance of Euiopeans, he would engage to drive 
them entirely out of thole parts Colonel Clive 
weighed eVery part of this precarious enterprize with 
that coolnefs and found judgment, which fevif men 
polfefs in the deliberation on great and perilous un- 
dertakings. The council, to whom he communi- 
cated his plan, confidered it in no other light than as 
hazardous in the execution, and fubjeft to the mofi: 
fatal confequences in cafe of ill fuccefs, Thefe did 
not efcape the attention of colonel Clive, but he was 
at the fame time juftly prepoffefled with the idea of 
what had been fo familiar to him on the coaft of Co- 



romandel, where he had fo often leen an army of 
French flying before an handful of Englilh ; and he 
knew that fuch an event, which he confidered as 


more than probable, would greatly contribute to the 
prefeiwation of Madrals. Animated by the expeda- 
tion which he with reafon entertained, and confiding 
in his own experience, he took upon himfelf to in- 
fluence the council in an affair of fo great difficulty, 
and preferring the fccurity of Madrafs to any honours 
or advantage he might acquire to himfelf by a larger 
command, chofe rather to weaken his own army by 
detaching two -thirds of his force, than not prevent 
the Marquis De Conflans from reinforcing M.'Lally 
at lb critical a jundure. 


S 
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If the dangers incident to the profecution of this 
enterprize were fo alarming, thofe alfo merited atten- 
tion which threatened Calcutta, if this expedition had 
not been undertaken. For it lljould be remarked, 
that at this v^ry time the Shaw Zadah was prepar- 
ing to march againft the Soubah, our ally ; and it 
was neceflary, for the ptefervanon of all our fettle- 
ments in thofe paits, to lead an European force to 
repulfe him. Thervfoie it fnould be explained, that 
had M. Lally fucceeded againft Madrafs, the fuperi- 
oiity of our fleet would have been no fecurity to 
Bengal, and our vidorious troops at Patna might 
have experienced a fatal reverfe of foitune, by find- 
ing themfelves cut off fiom ail poflibility of a return, 
it be ng nearer by land to Calcutta, from thofe parts 
of Golconda, which were polElkd by the French, 
than it is from Patna to that fettlement. 


Preparations were rnade with the greateft ex- 
pedition, and colonel Forde was ordered for the 
command of the army, confifting of five hundred 
Europeans, including a company of artillery, and 
fixteen hundred fepoys, v^ith fix iliort fix-pounders, 
and a howitzer for the field artillery ; four twenty- 
four pounders, four eighteen -pounders, one eight 
inch mortar, and two royal mortars, as a battering 
train. 


The. troops embarked the 12th of Odober, and 
on the 20th arrived at Vizagapatam. Mr, John- 
ftone, who was fent before to the Raja, to inform 
him of their failing, and prepare for their reception, 
waited on colonel Forde, to acquaint him that the 
Raja’s army, confifting of between three or four 
thoufand men, were encamped about thirty miles 
diftaint, but that the French w'ere much ftronger 
than^i^ey were reprefented, and that the M. De 
Conflans, with his army, was on this fide Raja- 

mundry 
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mundry river, diftant from Vizagapatam about one 
hundred and twenty miles ; and that by the beft in- 
telligence he could procure, they amounted to near 
■fix hundred Kuropeant, five or fix thoufand fepoys, 
and many country forces, which hud joined them on 
their march. 

The remainder of this month was taken up in 
landing the troops, and providing bullocks, coo- 
leys, and other requifites for their march ; and on 
the I ft of march they moved from Vizagapatam to- 
wards the Raja’s army, which they joined the gd, 
and maiched together for fome days. 

Mr. Andrews, who was fent from Madrafe with 
orders from the Governor and council to take charge 
of the fadlory at Vizagapatam, together with cap- 
tain Calhnder, and fome of the Company’s fervants, 
joined the army the fifteenth. They paid their court 
to the Raja in form, introduced by colonel Forde. 
Here the colonel (while Mr. Andrews was piefent) 
fettled articles of agreement between the Company 
and the Raja. 

I. The Raja, to pay the extra-expence of our 
army during the time they fhould act together, al- 
lowing the officers double batty, which was to be 
paid when we ftiould be put in poffeffion of Raja- 
mundry, (a large town and fort then in pofielTion of 
the French). 

II. The Raja to poflefs all the inland country 
that belongs to the country powers in the French in- 
tereft, and at prefent in arms. 

III. The Company to poflels all the conquered 
fea coaft from Vizagapatam to Maflulipatam, dec. 

These 
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These articles being agreed to and ligned, Mr. 
Andrews took his leave of the colonel, and returned 
to hiS fcttlement at Vizagapatam : captain Callinder, 
as fecond officer, commanded as fecond in camp. 

The army marched for feveral days till they came 
within fight of the enemy’s camp the third of De- 
cember, which was near the village of Tallapool, 
ftrongly fituated about forty miles from Rajamun- 
dry ; they had upwards of five hundred Europeans, 
thirty-fix pieces of cannon, and fome mortars, eight 
thoufand I'epoys, and a great many of the country 
powers. On the fixth, colonel Forde marched nearer 
the enemy, and gained an eininence at about three 
miles difiance from their camp. The French feem- 
ed not inclined to quit their ftation, and the colonel 
did not approve of ajccacking them to fo great a dif- 
ad vantage, theteforc determined either to draw them 
from their prefent fituadon, or march roUnd them 
and gtt between their army and' Rajamundry. About 
fix o’clock in the evening the colonel waited on the 
Raja to inform him of his intention':, and oiders were 
given out late for the army to march at half an hour 
after four in the morning, no morning-gun to fire, 
and no beating of drums, but the greateft filenee to 
be obferved. The M. De Confians expeding the 
colonel would wait at his ground, anp being inform- 
ed by' one of our deferters, that the troops were all 
raw, and uncxpeficnced in difcipline, determined to 
cannonade our camp, and the deferter undertook to 
lliew the enemy where they might moft annoy our 
people. Their whole troops were under arms at one 
o’clock in the morning, and a large party was de- 
tached with fix pieces of cannon conducted by the 
deferter. 

Our army ftruck their tents, and marched at the 
hour appointed, not knowing of the enemy’s inten- 
tions. 
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tions. The Raja’s army being nor fo alert, was j^-g_ 
left on their ground. A little before day-break, the 
French began their cannonade, not being informed 
of our march; this greatly difconcened the Raja, 

■who difpatched a meffenger after the colonel, ac,- 
quainting him with his diftrefs. Our men ■weie or- 
dered to halt, and the colonel returned and biought 
up the Raja’s army. They then marched on toge- 
ther, till they came to the village of Golapool, and 
theie they halted on a fmall plain, about three miles 
from their encampment : in the mean time the M. 

De Confians obferving our army had moved, and 
perceiving our intentions of fteahng a march round 
him, ordered his troops immediately in line of march, 
and proceeded towards us, keeping between our ar- 
my and his own camp. We had not halted cbove 
half an hour before we difeovered the enemy’s le- 
poys, and prefently after their whole line, about ten 
or twelve hundred yards diftant on our left flank : 
in a few minutes after, they clofcd, and moved down 
towards us m good order. 

About nine o’clock our line was formed, but the In- 
dian army not recovered of their morning fright, were 
all in confufion. The Raja, confeious of the ill beha- 
viour of his troops, and alfo of his own negleft, upon 
colonel Forde’s remonftrances, fubmitted the difpo- 
fal of them for the future entirely to him ; upon 
which the colonel oidered all the Indians vvith fire 
arms, to foim upon the right and left of our fepoys 
on each wing, as the enemy’s line extended much 
farther than ours. Captain Briftol, a European in 
the Raja’s fervice, commanding a fmall body of Eu- 
ropean deferters, with four pieces of cannon, was 
ordered to join our artillery on the left of the bat- 
talion. 

The 


T 



Colonel F O R D E ’ s 

Tkt enemy b'gan a cannonade about ten o’clock, 
whicn w iS v'cmnnued by a iharp (ire from both ar- 
mie . lor upwards of forty minutes, at which time we 
oblervcd the enemy’s battalion, and their right wing 
of i'epoys, wuh a .ody of horfe moving up, in or- 
der to hill upon our left flank; for they miftook our 
battalion ot fepoys on the left wmg for Europeans, 
being cioihcd in red cloth jackets. The French draw- 
ing near, pouied in their whole fire upon them, 
■which was n turned by our fepoys pretty fmartly, 
though they were in fome conftifion, giving way at 
the lame time, while the enemy kept advancing. 
On feeing this, cok/nel Forde ordered the European 
bartahon to make a quarter wheel as quick as pof- 
fibie. They had but jufl: time to make their proper 
front, before the enemy’s European battalion were 
advanced very clofe. Our people gave them their 
whole fire, which made a great flaughter, and giving 
two or three huzzas at the fame time, advanced brifk- 
ly in order to pufii bayonets. This motion being 
fo fudden on the enemy, they had not time to recover 
their mifiake ; at the fame time oar cannon galled 
them greatly w ith grape fliot. 

As our troops advanced, their men gave way, and 
ibonfell into dJbrder, going to the rightabout. Our 
fepoys on the left wing, that had before given way, 
renewed their charge ; and thofe on the right wing 
behaved with uncommon refolution, and foon made 
the enemy’s Black forces on the left give ground, by 
which means about eleven o’clock the retreat became 
general. 1 he Raja’s troops, except the few Euro- 
peans commanded by ciptain Briftol, all this time 
■were idle fpeudiors, only filing a few rockets. Had 
the Ra]a’s h .rft, which were at moft five hundred, 
purfued at this jundure, few or none of the French 

could 
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could have efcapcd ; but there was no pofTibihty of X75S. 
getting them to charge, or even advance beyond our 
European battalion. The other part of his army 
were more intent upon plunder than fighting I'he 
enemy attempted to lally again at their camp, but 
were fo clofeJy purfued, that they wcie obLged to 
difperfe in fmall bodies, making the befl of their 
way for Rajamundry. We took poffeffion of their 
camp, with all the,r ordnance, ammunition, flures, 
tents, and camp equipage •, the enemy not having 
time to cairy off any thing but four fmall field- 
pieces, and two camels loaded with money and pa- 
pers, which the Maiquis De Conflans had ordeied 
away on the firft riilbider of their aimy to Rajamun- 
dry, there to wait his further oiders. The Maiquis, 
with the commandant of artillery, and their atten- 
dance, on finding we had got poffellion of the r 
camp, made off without \\?aiting for any of their 
Jcattered tioops, and gi-tnng to Rajamundry that 
night, proceeded the next day to Maffuhpatam. 

Our army being much fatigued, the colonel halt- 
ed in the French camp for the remainder of the day. 

After placing the proper guaids of the camp, and fe- 
curing our prifoners, all the palankeens belonging to 
tne officers, and the covered chairs t which they call 
dooieysj were fent back to the field of battle to bring 
the wounded of both armies. The Fiench officers 
taken piifbners had their paroles given, and leave to 
go along with our fick and wounded to Cockanara, 
a Dutch fetrlement about twenty miles from the field 
of battle 

We had foity-four Europeans killed and wound- 
ed, among which were mo captains and three lieu- 
tenants 5 and the Fiench, one hundred anel fifty-fr', 
officers included. Great numbers of the black 
forces fell on both Tides. 
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It was a moft complete viftory, for the enemy 
loft thi-ir whole camp, baggage, ammunition, and 
ail the.r artillery, excrpt the four field-pieces above 
mentioned. Uur people took thirty-two pieces of 
cannon and the Indian army alfo took fome guns. 
Though the enemy had fuch a number of guns, they ■ 
were ill manned, bv which means, when their line 
advanced, the artillery became ufelefs, being all left 
in the rear, while our guns, moving with the batta- 
lion, were conftantly in play. 

Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of lepoys, 
was ordered that evening to purfue the enemy as far 
as Rajamundry, and there wait the arrival of the ar- • 
my j and the next day, upon receiving intelligence 
that the French were very ftrong at Rajamundry, 
having collefted together moft of the fcattered par- 
ties of Europeans, and fome Black forces, the colo- 
nel detached captain Maclean, with two battalions, 
of lepoys, to reinforce captain Knox ; being joined, 
they marched, and came upon the enemy in the dulk 
of the evening, while they wei e croffing the river in 
boats. They killed fome Europeans, and took fif- 
teen prifoners ; as for the fepoys, they threw down 
their arms and difperfed. Captain Knox took pof- 
feffion of the fort of Rajamundry, and from thence- 
cannonaded the enemy a-crofs the river, which ob- 
liged them to abandon the four field pieces left in the 
boats on the oppofite fide. 

Rajamundry is a barrier and key to the Viz^ga- 
patam country; the French held it as their own pro- 
perty, and always kept a governor, and a fmall body 
of troops to garrifon it. 

In- this fort were taken more artillery, ammuni- 
tion, and ftores, with about five hundred draught 
and carriage bullocks, fome hoi fes and camels, and 

a good 
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a good deal of rich furniture. The colonel referved 1759. 
all the military ftores for the Company, and the re- 
mainder of the efteds were fold by audion, and di- 
vided as a reward to the troops for their good beha- 
viour. .The army encamped without the town by 
the river’s fide ; one company of fepoys doing duty 
in the fort, and another in the town, to prevent any 
difturbance. 

Colonel Forde now called upon the to 
fulfil the terms of agreement, and pay the extra- 
expences ; but the Indian Chief, dike all his coun- 
trymen, could not bear the thoughts of parting 
with money, and pleaded, as ufual, the impoffibi- 
lity of doing it without going about the country to 
colled the revenues. As it was impradicable to 
carry on any military operations without money to 
pay the troops and provide for their march, the 
colonel was obliged to infill upon the Raja’s com- 
plying with the articles which were' fo folemnly 
agreed to by him, who after many frivolous excules, 
and even endeavouring to lay the blame on the inter- 
preter, convinced at length by the juftice, neceflfity, 
and intereft he had in enabling the troops to take the 
field, about the middle of January, he paid the mo- 
ney, and at the fame time colonel Forde delivered 
up the fort of Rajamundry, The Raja appointed 
captain Briftol, a European in his feivice, governor 
of this fortrefs ; and under his care were left the fick 
and wounded, and alfo the fpare aitillery, and fome 
baggage. Both armies now marched towards Maf- 
fulipatam, colonel Forde taking the diiedl road, ar- 
rived at Elore the 6th of Februaiy, where he waited 
for the Raja, who went out of the line of march to 
raife contributions. 

The French had a fadory at Narfipoie, about 
twenty miles from Eloie, at which place there were a 
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hundred European';, and Tome fepoys and M. Pan- 
neau, the Chief, feemed determined to defend it. 
Captain Knox, with the fiift battalion of fepoys, was 
dtt.irhc‘d agamd him, and lettens were fent by the 
coloml's orders to the Raja of Narfipore and his 
brother, that m cafe they offered to molefl cap- 
tain Knox’s party, or give the Fiench the lead 
affiliance, they might exped to fee their whole 
country iii neii , at the fame t me orfering him pro- 
per encouragement to induce Inm o enter into our 
allbnie 1 he P.aja of Naifipore having leceivfd 
the colonePi h titr, met captain Knox on the march, 
oflei ing him afiiiiance, and promifing to jom the ar- 
my in a few days with what forces he tould raife. 
On the aj-pioach of our party, M. Panneau fent 
away all the Company’s goods m boats to Maffuli- 
patam, and catned the gairifon to join the army of 
obfervation, v/hich was encamped about forty miles 
in our fiont, conlifting of two hundied and fifty Eu- 
ropouns, twb thoufand fepoys, and four pieces of 
cannon. Th's flying army always kept a day or 
n\o’s march before us, obierving our motions, and 
hanaCing the country in order to difttefs us, and 
retaid out march. 

Th! RE were found in Naifipore two four and 
twenty pounders, thice twelve pounders, and fome 
fmall guns, with fevcral veffels, boats, and marine 
ftorcs All the ammunition M. Panneau had funk 
in the fiver. 

The Paja’s army coming up the eighteenth, and 
being joined the next day by the Raja of Naifipore, 
inaiched together with colonel Forde, and encamped 
near a fmali fort, called Conrale, on the twenty- 
fixth. Here the French had placed a ferjeaiit, with 
thirteen Europeans, and two companies of fepoys^ 
giving him ftridl ordeis to maintain the place to the 
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lafi: extremity Captain Maclean, with fix compa- 1759. 
nies of the fecond battalion of iepoys, was detached 
agauift it. The Fiench commandant of the army of 
obfervation had fent the ferjeant wonC that if i,e 
could maintain the foic till the following day, he 
would fend him a large leinforcemcnt Cm the ap- 
proach of our detachment the enemy fired fmaitly 
upon them from the cannon of the fort, howtvei, by 
the help of a nfing ground, and the adjacent houfes 
of a village, our fepoys mvelled it clofe round. 

Captain Maclean attempted to force the gate, but 
was twice repulfed with lols haung feveral ol his 
men killed and wounded , and find.ng it impoffible 
to gain an entrance without cannon, he wrote to the 
colonel, acquainting him with what had been done, 
and requefting a fmal! reinforcement, and two guns, 
which were immediately fent, with an officer of ar- 
tillery, who advanced his guns clofe up to the gates, 
and blew them < pen. Our fepoys entered, aud 
made a great flaugnter among the enemy’s fepoys : 
as for the Europeans, they hid themlelves till our 
people ceafed firing. 

Some few hours after we had been in poflefEon of 
the fort, a country fellow brought inteihg,- ncc of a 
party of forty Europeans, and lonie fepoys, advanc- 
ing to the relief of the place, upon wheh. captain 
Maclean marched his detachijient out ot' the fort, on 
a fmall plain to the weft of them ; but the French 
party hearing that the fort was taken, leturnedaback 
to their own army. 

The Marquis De Confians was encamped in the 
Pettah, or village, diftant about two iiu es from the 
walls of MafTuhpatam. Here ti.e army tVuS fu. pli- 
ed with water, for it is to be ob'trved that theie .tie 
no frefti fpnngs in the garnfon, and heic tncy wcie 
pofted to fo great advantage, that it is lurprifng the 
T g iriarquis 
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Marquis De Conflans did! not chufe to keep poffef- 
fion of that ground, from whence, if he had been 
cbiiged to retire, his retreat would have been cover- 
ed Ly ilie guns in the garrifon. However, he did 
not chufe to hazard an adtion at any rate •, but when 
colonel I orde appeared 4)n the fixth of March, he 
moved into the tort, and our army encamped on the 
ground he quitted, the fame afternoon. 

Th'i. French had an army of obfervation, confift- 
ing of about two hundred and fifty Europeans, and 
two thoufand fepoys, who lay for fome time between 
our army and kajamundry, to cut off our fupplies 
from thence : at length they fummoned captain 
Bnftol, who was obliged to furrender, having firft 
conveyed away by fea to Cockanara all the money 
which was fent him by Mr. Andrews from Vizaga- 
patam, for the ufe of the army, and alio the fick and 
■wounded. The advantage which the enemy reaped 
from the taking of Rajamundry was thedifappomting 
our army of the money, the feizing fuch baggage 
and effeQs of the oflicers as were left there, and 
making pilfoners twenty Europeans, and forty fe- 
poys. 


Masgulipatam was invefted the fevemh of 
March, the fame day on which the news arrived that 
M. Lally had railed the fiege of Fort Sr. George. 


■ From the feventh of March, to the feventh of 
Apnl, the befiegers were conftantly employed in 
canying on the ufual and neceflary approaches. 
They bombarded the town, and defiroyed a great 
many houfes : *they battered and made feveral breaches 
in the baftions, which the befieged, by their num- 
bers, very eafily repaired. On the fixth of April, 
breaches being made in two baftions, great hopes 
wfere entertained of our being able to attack the next 
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day, but notwith (landing our continual Ere all night, 1759. 
by the morning of the feventh, the enemy had re- 
paired them ; and now the commander of artillery 
reprefented to the colonel, that there was only two 
days ammunition remaining, having expended up- 
wards of four hundred barrels of powder, with Ihot 
and ftiells in proportion, that with brifk filing all 
day, the breaches might be opened again as before, 
but that was all that could be done further by the 
batteries. Upon this report, colonel Forde know- 
ing the confequence which muft unavoidably attend 
the raifing the fiege, determined to attempt it by 
ftorm the fame evening. Accordingly the dilpofition 
was fixed, and the army ordered to be under arms 
at ten o’clock at night. Depending wholly upon his 
Europeans, he deftined them for the effediual fer- 
vice : and to amufe the enemy with two falfe at- 
tacks, he ordered captain Knox, with the firft batta- 
lion of fepoys, to march at dufk of the evening, 
round the town to the weflward, with directions to 
draw as near the walls as poffible, and begin jus fire 
exactly at twelve o’clock. Ac the fame time the 
Raja of Vifanapore was to make another falfe attack 
by the gate way, and front of the detached lavelin, 
with orders to follow captain Knox’s fire, making as 
much noife as poflible by firing of cannon, final! 
arms, and rockets, and ufing every other means to 
alarm and perplex the garrifon. The European 
battalion, with part of the gunnery taken from the 
batteries, and fome feamen from the Hardwicke, and 
the fecond battalion of fepoys, with two field -pieces, 
formed the main attack for the baft tons, wherC the 
breaches had been made. The firft battalion of fe- 
poys began their firft fire exaClly at twelve o’clock, 
the hour appointed, which was followed by the ar- 
my of the Raja according to his iiiftruCtions. 


In 
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In the mean time the party for the grand attack 
croffed the morals which furrounds the whole city, 
and came to the ditch before they were difcovered. 
The gienadiers and two battalions of fepoys, pulhed 
for one of the baflions wliere the breach had been 
made, and the battahon of Europeans with the 
gunnels and feanien made for the other. While the 
men were eroding the ditch, the enemy poured in 
upon them their fmali aims and grape- flioc from the 
flanks of the baflions, which was foon returned by 
our mufquetry. The enemy weie driven from the 
breaches, but ftill kept up a fmart fire from the other 
works. As the two field -pieces could not be got 
over the main ditch, the officer, and men belong- 
ing to the artillery, left them, and entered the town 
with the refl. of the troops, wheie they weie of great 
fervice by turning the enemy’s own guns againfl: 
them. In this manner they fought the enemy, 
gaining baflion after baftion,- till they approached 
the gate- way, and cut off their communication from 
the detached ravelin. 

At this time a French officer came to the colonel, 
from tlie Marquis De Conflans, alking quarter for 
the garrifon. The colonel fent a captain with the 
French officer to the Marquis, with the following 
meffage. That he could not give quarter while re- 
fiftance was made in any parr, and chat unld's the 
befieged would immediately ceafe firing, and furren- 
■der themfelves, he fhould be obliged for his own 
faiety, to put the whole garrifon to the fword. 

The Marquis De Conflans difpatched his oiders 
for the troops to quit their arms, and repair to the 
arftnal, and fent the fame meffage to the out-pofts. 
The firing ceafed in about half an hour, and- the 
main body of our troops repaired to the elplanade. - 

A 
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A detachment of one bundled Europeans, two com- 1759. 
panics of fepoys, and two guns, were pofted over 
the prifoners that night : the next day the gentle- 
men gave their paroles, and had liberty to walk 
about the town, and the colonel fhewed them great 
lenity in granting all their effccirs, except private 
trade, which w^as lecured by the ca^ tois. 

The enemy fuffered greatly, but it was never 
known exadlly what numbeis they loft, but by com- 
paring their mufter rolls with our number of pii- 
foners, which were four hundred and nine, they muft 
have had above a bundled Eiropean" killed during 
the fiege, their wounded be.iig included araonglt the 
prifoners. 

The flrength of the Englifn in the grand attack 
was three hundred and twelve in baHahon, thirty 
gunners, as many feamen, and ftv^n hunched fe- 
poys, On the falfe atuck of the gate way four 
thoLifand of the Raja’s forces, and feven hum led on 
the other, but neither of theft entered the town. 

The ftrength of the enemy in garrifon, according to 
their mufter rolls the 6tb of March, was five hun- ‘ 
died and twenty-two Europeans, and two thoufand 
and thirty nine t offrees, Topalfts, and fepoys. 

There were taken above one hundred and fifty pieces 
of cannon, one thiity-two, and five twenty-four 
pounders, and a gicat quantity of ammunition. 

SAiAEATziKG advanced wi h his army w'lthin 
about forty miles of Mafiuhpatam, feme days before 
it was taken, and there waited hke a tiue eaitern po- 
litician, the event of the fiege. C ur fuccefs both 
there and at Madrafs, freed him from the fiavifli 
dread of the French, \diich had too long infiuenced 
his councils. 


About ’ 
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About the fame time his brother Nizam Allee, 
who had fet up a feparate intereft, marched from 
Aurengabad, and anived at Hyderabad. This was 
another circumftance that induced Salabatzing to 
wiili for the all ance of the Englifh, and peihaps 
difpofed him the more readily to ftgn the following 
treaty. 


2 " ncty with Salahatzltig Souha, or Viceroy of the Deckan. 


f The ftal of 
I Salabatzing. 


) 


The whole of the Circar of Maffulipatam, with 
eight diftiicls as we’l as the Circar of Nizampatam, 
and rhe diftrids of Codaver and Wacalmannar, 
Ihall be given to the Erglifli Company, as an Enam, 
(or free gift; and the Saneds granted to them in the 
fame mannci as was done to the French. 


Salabatzing will oblige the French troops which 
are in this country, to pafs rhe river Ganges within 
fifteen days, or fend them to Pondicheiry, or to any 
other place out of Deckan country, on the'other fide 
of the river Kriftna. In futuse he will not fulfer 
them to have a fettlement in this country on any ac- 
count whatfoever. nor keep them in his fervice, nor 
affifl. them, nor call them to his affiftance. 

The Souba will not demand or call* Gauzapel- 
tyiau/e to "an account for what he has colledcd out 
of the Circars belonging to the French, nor for the 
computation of the revenues of his own country, m 
the prefent year, but let him remain peaceably in it 
in future, and according to the computation of re- 
venues of his country, before the time of the French^ 
* The name of the Raja of Vifanapore. 

agreeable 
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agreeable to the cuftom of his grand-father and fa- 
ther, and as was then paid to the Circar, fo he will 
now ad: and pay accordingly to the Circar, and if he 
(the Raja) doe? not agree to it, then the Souba may 
do what he pleafes. In all cafes the Souba will not 
affift the enemies of the Englifh, nor give them pro- 
tedion. 

The Engliftion their part will notalTift the Sou- 
faa’s enemies, or give them protedion. 

In the Souba’s own hand. 

I Swear by God and his Prophet^ and upon the 
Holy Alcoran, that 1 with pleafure agree to the re- 
quefls fpecified in this paper, and fhall not deviate 
from it even an hair’s breadth. 

Dated Moon Ramadan i6th, Hegira 1172, 
which is the 14th of May 1759. 

The French fhewed how greatly they valued this 
country, by detaching from Pondicherry four hun- 
dred men to reinforce an army which before was al- 
moft double the number of colonel porde’s. They 
fent this reinforcement on board the Harlem (which 
they took from the Dutch) and the Briflrol. Thefe 
fliips arrived m the road of Mafiiilipatam the 15th of 
April, a very few days after the town was in the 
hands of the Engliflh. 

The Hardwicke Indiaman, which was there at an- 
chor, when fhe firfl: faw the French colours, got 
under-way, and made ready for an engagement, 
which continued about an hour, during which time 
Mr. Samfon the firfl; mate (the captain his brother 
being alhore) had the addrefs to get to the wind- 
ward of the French, and came to an anchor. One- 
of them alfo came to an anchor, but the other con- 
tinued beating up to windward about three hours, 
by which time captain Samfon came on board. He 
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j^r-Cj detei mined to fight his way through them and 
make for Bengal, wheie he was to have earned a 
large number of pnfoners, but had then o ily forty 
on board. The enemy’s largeft flnp got under fail 
at the fame time as the Hardv^icke, and togerb.r 
with theotner exchanged broadfdes, till finding they 
were not able to come up with the Hardwicke, they 
returned and came to an anchor, and Mr. Moracin, 
who commanded the troops, not having heard the 
fate of the phee, f.nt a boat afliore about midnight, 
with a letter to the Marquis De Conflans, to ac- 
quaint him that he had brought him fuccours, and 
that he fliould «ot difembark the men till he receiv- 
ed his orders. The next moining difeovering his 
miftake, he failed for Ganjam, where he ftaid till 
the beginning of November, as it was not poffible 
for them to return to Pondicherry againft the Mon- 
foon. There he loll forty men in an attack made 
on him by Narraindu, a Raja of thofe parts, who 
proje(5led every fchcme he could devife to cut them 
off by the fword, by famine, or poifon. Their 
numbeis were greatly diminifhcd by the above- 
mentioned diftrefles, and alfo by defertion, and 
when all their provjfions and money were gone, the 
country people left them to the diftance of a league 
all round. 

Mr. Moracin then came away in a boat v/itk 
his nephew and fecretary, and arrived about the 
middle of December at PouHacat, in his way to 
Pondicheny. Theie weie about two hundred men 
left, who went to •• ockanara, where fume of them 
landed, and were endeavouring to get tne people of 
the country to join them, but were attacked by cap- 
tain Fifcher, who took ten officers with one of the 
Rajas who had joined them, and fixteen Europeans, 
and killed feveral more, on which thofe that were in 
the veflels failed for Pondicherry, and many of thefe 
were drowned. SURAT, 
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I T being the defign of this work to treat of fuch 
events as have been brought about by the mihtary 
expeditions of the Englifh in India, thelaft revolu- 
tion m the government of Surat, muft be confidertd 
as a neceffary part of this undertaking. 

To give the hiflory of the former flatc of this 
great commercial city, fai ther than it concerns the 
piefent change of government, would be here un- 
necelTary, but without a reprefentation of/uch alte- 
rations in the junfdidion of the city and caftle as 
have not only preceded, but conduced to bring about 
this revolution ; neither the caufes nor condud of 
the tranfadions can be underftood. 

Surat has for fb many years been one of the moft 
frequented cities in the Eaft, that, from the con- 
courfe of Mahometan pilgrims, who make it their 
road from India to vifit the tomb of their Prophet, 
it has been called the gate of Mecca. The caftle 
has always been held by a governor, appointed by die 
Mogul, to keep the city under proper fubjedioui 
but not to interfere with the government of it. 

The Indian feas having been infefted to an into- 
lerable degree by pirates, the Mogul appointed the 
Siddee, who was chief of a colony of Coffiees, to be 
his admiral It was a colony which, having been 
fettled at Dimde^e-Rajapore, carried on a confi- 

derable 
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derable trade there, and had likewife many veffels of 
force. 

The Mogul, being equally moved by zeal for 
the Mahometan religion, and a concern for the in- 
terefts of commerce, in order to keep the feas open 
between Surat, and the Perfian and Arabian gulphs, 
*had been at the annual expence of a large fhip, pur- 
pofely fitted out to carry pilgrims to Judda, which 
is no great diftance from Mecca. For the fecurity of 
this veffel, as well as to protedi; the trade of Surat, 
which was then very flourifliing, he granted his ad- 
miral, the Siddee, a revenue called the Tanka, to 
the yearly value of three lack of roupees, at the time 
it was firft fettled j arifing partly from fome adjacent 
land, and partly from the revenues of Surat, which 
were paid him annually by the governor, while his 
officers were allowed to colled his rents; but he had 
not the ieaft title to any power independent of the 
marine. 

The ufual endeavours of all Mahometan chiefs to 
defraud or circumvent each other, are continually 
producing revolutions. The government of Surat 
had for fome time been backward in their payments, 
and with-held great part of the fum ftipulated from 
the Siddee, who, to make bimfelf amends, took oc- 
cafion to fend fome of bis cruifers into the river of 
Surat, at a time when the Monfoon was fetting in, 
and then made a pretence of the feafon for their re- 
maining there. Siddee Muffoot, the commander of 
that fquadron, made ufe of this opportunity to get 
fome kind of footing in the government, and to feize 
on the caftle, which he held till hts death, when he 
was fucceeded by his fon, in the year 1756. 

Mussoot not only retained the government of 
the caftle, but greatly encroached on that of the 

town. 
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town, and appropriated to himfelf one third of its re- 
venues ; another third has long Jfince been annually 
paid to the Marattas, and by them farmed out to an 
officer who refides in Surat. The walls of the town, 
with the affiftance of the Europeans who have fafto- 
ries there, are a fufficient defence againft thefe plun- 
derers ; but as they are at all times mailers of the 
whole country up to the very gates, it has been 
thought expedient to pay them duly their allotment, 
rather than fubjedt the inland trade to the many de- 
lays and difficulties with which it is in the power of 
the Marattas to clog and interrupt it. They are 
continually hovering about the place, and watching 
for invitations, which through the inconftancy and 
fluduation of the governing powers of the city and 
caftle, they frequently receive, and though they 
know that their admiffion into the town would be 
the abfolute lofs of their revenue for the future, (for 
their government, where-ever eftablifhed, is fatal to 
trade) yet from their habitual paffion for plunder, 
they are ever feeding themfelves with hopes that 
Ibme governor in the decline of his power will open 
the gates and invite tliem to a prefent booty, which 
no arguments of reafon or policy can reftrain them 
from feizing. 

Meah Atchuno, had applied to them for their 
affiftance to turn out Novas Alice Cawn from the 
government, who himfelf alfo entertained a fecret 
correfpondence with fome of the Maratta chiefs. 
Meah Atchund, was brought by a party of Marattas 
from Poona, to the walls of the town ; and having fo 
far availed himfelf of their affiftance, he difcarded 
them: for the Siddee preferring him to Novas Alice 
Cawn, whom he thought to be more dangeroufly 
conneded with them, agreed to join Meah Atchund, 
and eftablilh him in the city, upon condition that he 
would abfolutely renounce their alliance : but as the 
U govern- 
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1759. government was continually weakened by the oi- 
t roachments of the caftle upon the town, it was dai- 
ly expedted that the Marattas, would take the advan- 
tage of this ftate of anaichy, to whicn it was in a 
manner reduced : for the lawlels behaviour of the 
Siddec’s fon filled the city with riot and murders, 
while new exaftions and additional burthens upon 
trade grew to be intoieiable. 

Ix the year 1758, earned application was made to 
Mr. Ellis, the Engiifh chief, by the principal mer-, 
chants and inhabitants, defiring him to recommend 
it to the prefidency of Bombay, to fit out an expe- 
dition for taking poffefilon of the Caftle and Tanka. 
They enforced their fohcitations by entering into an 
obligation to become refponfible for five years for any 
deficiency in the revenues of the Caftle and Tanka, 
which were rated at two lack of roupees per an- 
num. 

PiiARRASs Cawn, who had been Naib or deputy 
governor to Me.ih Atchund, and properly fpeaking 
the aciing magitlrare, had regulated the police to the 
fatistaclion of the whole city •, therefore it was pro- 
pofed to have him for Governor, fince fie had fuffi- 
ciendy Ihewn how well he was qualified for it by his 
conduct and behaviour while he afiied as fecond. 
Theft: propofils were ti:e more readily approved and 
accepted, as the Enghfli had been often grievoufly 
cppieil by frauds, e.iioitions and many impedi- 
ments thrown purpoftly in rhe way of their bufinefs; 
. as abb by fie'gicnt infults, violences and even mur- 
deis Cviniimued on the.r fervanis, witli a total difre- 
gard 10 the protefii'm of the company. It was alfo 
;i fonfiheration of no fmall weight, that the poffef- 
fion of the caftle would be a fe ui ity againft the ap- 
prehe.ifion of the Maratiasi I hefe were arguments 
uiidtrEaking fuch an encerprize at any time, but 

what 
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l^hat determined the prefidency of Bombay to a de- 
cifive refolution, and at laft caufed the expedition to 
take place, was the weight and influence of the fqua- 
dron which was at Bombay, in the year 1759. 

Ellis, as it has been already obferved, had taken 
great pains to obtain a thorough knowledge of the 
ftate of affairs, and interefts of the feveral perfons, con- 
cerned in the government of the city and caftle dur- 
ing his refidence there, and had with no lefs judg- 
ment concerted a plan for fettling it upon a better 
eftablifhment. 


Mr. Spencer, who fucceeded Mr. Ellis, commu- 
nicated to the governor and council of Bombay, the 
beft information he could procure of the pofture 
of affairs in Surat, in the beginning of the year 
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He found Meah Atchund governor of the town, 
but with fo little power that the Siddee did not fo 
much as leave him the nomination of the officers 
properly belonging to him, and thofe of the Siddee’s 
party, who had been moft inftrumental in lowering 
the authority of Atchund, were apprehenfive of his 
entertaining a correfpondence with the Marattas. 
The dread of thofe ravagers, and the frequent mur- 
ders, which were committed with impunity, fince the 
government of the city ceafed to be relpedable, had 
intimidated the inhabitants to fo great a degree, that 
many confiderable traders and people of fubftance 
had left the place, through apprehenfions of being 
plundered in the conteft between the two parties j 
and thofe who ftaid there were fincerely defiiousthat 
the caftle fhould be in the hands of the Company, 
from the confidence they had in the Engiifh, and the 
opinion they entertained of the humanity and juftice 
of their government, trufting that fb long as they 
poffeft the caftle, they would have influence enough 
U 2 in 
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in rbe town, to prevent the violence and oppreffiohf 
which had too long raged without controul. 

Besides the invitation from the whole mercantile 
intereft, overtures were made to Mr. Spencer from 
two of the principal men in the government, Siddee 
Jaffier and Velley l.llah, who enpged to contri- 
bute all in their power towards fecuring the Caftle and 
Tanka for the Company, on condition that they 
Ihould agree to make Pharrafs Cawn governor of 
the town, or in cafe it Ihould be found too great a 
difficulty to fee Atchund afide, it fliould be deter- 
mined for the Company to bring Pharrafs Cawn to 
Surat with their forces, and place him in the go- 
vernment, by agreement, as Naib to Atchund. 
This was meant for a fatisfadlion to all parties, there 
being fcveral who would be lefs jealous of Atchund 
while Pharrafe Cawn was thus placed as a check up- 
on him. 

The principal motive of Siddee Jaffier, was the 
prefervation of his large property, which he could 
not but apprehend to be in great danger under fuch 
a government, notwithftanding his influenceVith both 
parties. As for Velley Ullah, he aded upon very 
different principles. He had formerly been a de- 
pendant on Novas Allee Cawn, and had facriheed 
him to Meah Atchund, with whom he held the 
fame place, but with a greater degree of influence; 
.and this he was fuppofed to ufe without any fcruple, 
for the betraying his new mailer to the Siddee. Con- 
feious of this, and aware of the diftruft which At- 
chund muff naturally have of him, from his known 
infmeerity, he was for embracing any opportu- 
nity of fecuring himfelf by overthrowing or weak- 
ening that power which he had too juft reafon 
to fear. 

From 
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From the charafter of thefe people, there was ve- j ^ 
ry little reliance to be had on their profeffions of u— 
friendlhip andpromifes of affiftance, therefore it was 
of much greater confequence to the fuccefs of the 
delign to examine into the force that was to oppofe 
it, than to be vainly looking after that which was 
too precarious to be depended on for fupporc. 

It was foon difcovered that the Siddee had about two 
thoufand men in pay, from which, after deduding 
fuch as were employed in domeflic lervices, or kept 
merely for parade, there might remain a body of fe- 
venteen hundred, compofed of various people. 

Moors, Gentoos, Arabs, Pattans, and others ; but, 
they were allowed to be a better corps than Atchund’s 
fepoys, which amounted to four thoufand. To this 
body were to be added fuch a number as they could 
be expedted to raife upon the news of the ptepara- 
tions at Bombay for an intended attack. At the fame 
time it was confidered that a body of men fo raifed, 
could be no great addition of real ftrength, fince 
they were not likely to behave themfelves as fol- 
- diers, on the mere confideration of a few days pay, 
well knowing that they ihould be difcharged as foon 
as ever the affair was decided. Theie feemed there- 
fore to be but one thing to be apprehended, which 
was leaft Atchund, or even the Siddee, Ihould m dif- 
truft of their own ff length, fly to the delperate re- 
fource of calling in the Marattas. 

The prefidency of Bombay, now fully apprized 
of all particulars, and being principally upon their 
guard againft the laO; mentioned fatality, in onier to 
lecure themfelves from any danger of that kind by 
fea, and in other refpeds to give wc ight to the en- 
terpiize, defired admiral Pocock to accompany it 
with two Ihips of his fquadron 1 he admiral con- 
fenting to their lequeft, gave orders for the Sunder- 
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land and Ncwcafile to countenance the expedition, 
for it is to be obferved, that the Siddee who enjoyed 
the Tanka, on condition of keeping up a fleet for the 
Mogul, had fo far fallen off in the performance of 
that condition that his marine was by no means cap- 
able of oppofing the fbips of the Company. 

Captain Maitland, of the royal regiment of 
anillery, being appointed to take the command of 
eight bundled and fifty men, artillery and infantry, 
and fifteen hundred fe'poys, was fent on board the 
Company’s aimed veflels, commanded by captain 
■Watfon, who failed on the ninth of February, and 
landed them the fifeeenrh. 


Y/hen captain Maitland approached the town, he 
found fome of the Siddee’s people had taken poll in 
the French garden, from whence he diflodged them 
after a hot difpute of four hours, in which he loft 
twenty men; FJe then direded the engineer, to 
look out for a proper place for a battery, which was 
ereded in the night and the next day, and alfo the 
three following, a bnfk fire was kept up from two 
four and twenty pounders, and a thirteen inch mor- 
tar. I'he enemy had taken pofleffion of the Englifli 
gaid. n and .Siddee’s * Bunder, and had fecuied them 
with works and flrong pallifadoes. After this con- 
tinued firing without any apparent effed, captain 
Maitland called a council of war, compofed of mi- 
litary and maiine officers, when 'they concerted a 
plan for a general attack, and refolved to carry it 
into execution the next morning. In piirfuance of 
this plan the Company’s gtabs and bomb ketches 
warpt up the river in the night, and anchored oppo- 
fite the Bunder early in the morning, and then a ge- 
neral attack, began fioin the veflels and a battery, 
with a defign to drive the enemy from their batteries. 


f CuSom-hoafe. 
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and fb facilitate the landing of the infantry, who 
were embarked on board the boats. The firing laft- 
ed till after eight, when upon a fignal made, the 
boats put off, and landed under cover of the veflels, 
the military being greatly affiftcd by the condud and 
gallant behaviour of captain Watfon. They foon 
put the enemy to flight, and took pofleffion of all 
the outer town. There ftill remained the inner town 
and the caflle. In order to attack them both at once, 
three mortars were planted at the diftance of about 
feven hundred yards from the caflle, and five hun- 
dred from the inner town. 

About fix in the morning, the mortars began to 
play very brilkiy, and continued to do fo till two 
the next morning. The cannonading and bombard- 
ment put the befieged into iuch a confternation that 
they never returned one gun.- 

Several meflages paft during the attack between 
the principal perfons in the town, and Mr. Spencer, 
who ufed his utmoft endeavours to place Fharrafs 
Cawn in the government ; but it appeared that his 
friends, notwithhanding the hopes they had given, 
made not tW leaft effort in bis behalf, even alter the 
Englilh had been two days in poffeffion of the outer 
town, but fignified to Mr. Spencer, that they chofe 
Pharrafs Cawn Ihould be Naib, and that the govern- 
ment fliould be continued to Atchund. Thefe con- 
fiderations, the expence of ftores, and lofs of men 
by the cafualties of war and ddertion, made it im- 
prudent to perfift in bringing in Pharrais Cawn 
againft the inclination of his former partizans, and 
the intereft of Atchund, who, fliould he be thereby 
provoked to unite with the Siddee, might fruftrate 
the whole defign. It was therefore agreed to pio- 
pofe this plan to Atchund and his party, offer ing to 
feeure the government to him, on condition of mak- 
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17/rO. jng Pharrafs Cawn Naifa, and eftabliOiing the Eng- 
Ufh in the poficffion of the Cattle and Tanka. Mr.' 
Spencer accordingly fet on foot a treaty with At* 
chund, and the following agreement was ratified on 
both fides. 


Agrebable to your defire, I lent a perfon to 
you, by w’hom you advifed me verbally of your de- 
mands, and with fincerlty of heart, 1 now write the 


particulars I can agree to, 



Article I. That 
Pharrafs Cawn Ihall iie 
appointed to the office of 
Naib, in its greateft ex- 
tent, as in the time of 
SuffJair Cawn, and no 
body but hirafelf ffiall in- 
terfere m the faid poll:. 

II. That whatever 
articles Pharrafs Cawn 
has given in writing, or 
promifed to the honour 
able Company (the parti- 
culars of wiiich cannot 
be drawn out at prefent, 
and mutt be deferred dll 

can meet) fhall be ful- 
ly complied with, with- 
out the leaft diminution. 

III. That the Mecca 
gate ffiall be opened, and 


which are as follow. 



Article I. Agreeable 
to this article, I fully con- 
fent to Pharrafs Cawn’s 
appointment. 


II. Whatever Phar- 
rafs Cawn has wrote or 
promifed to do for the 
honourable Company, I 
will ftand to without the 
leaft alteration. 


III. The Mecca gate 
lhail be opened, your 
our 
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our troops admitted, and troops admitted, and join- 1759. 
we lhall join our forces to ed by mine to drive out {y~\r^ 
drive our enemy out of the enemy, 
the town. 

IV. The above articles IV. Agreed to, and 
a perfon in your behalf that we lhall ad jointly in 
demanded, all which I turning the enemy out of 
agree to and will comply the town. Whatever the 
with, and the govern- honourable Company 
ment fhall be continued have demanded I agree 
to me in full authority, to. 
and to the above I have 
put my own feal, and 
Meer Cootbodeen will 
fign and leal the fame, af- 
ter which you mull: fend a 
counterpart of this writ- 
ing with the honourable 
Company’s feal afiixed. 


A Counterpart of the above articles were 
fealed with the honourable Company’s feal, and fent 
to Atchund the fourth of March, 1759. 

As foon as thefe articles were executed, Atchund 
immediately opened the inner town gate, and or- 
dered a party of men to affift in bringing the Siddee to 
terms, who being acquainted with this jundion, was 
convinced that it mull be iropoffible for him to hold 
out againft their combined force, and the general 
voice of the people. After many repeated melTages, 
with a variety of propofals, it was at laft granted, 
that the Siddee’s people Ihould have liberty to march 
out with their arms and accoutrements, and alfo be 
permitted to take away all their valuable efFeds, and 
even the common furniture of their houfes. This 

was 
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greateft regularity, and the Eng> 
lifii were peaceably put in poffefEon of the Caftle 
and lanka. 

The guns and ammunition found in the caftle 
were fecured for the Company, as alfo the veflels and 
naval ftores, till fuch time as the Mogul’s pleafure 
was known. As foon as the grants arrived from 
Belli, appointing the Company admiral to the Mo- 
gul, the Ihips and ftores belonged to them of courfe 
as part of the Tanka. It fhould be remarked, that 
the above mentioned grants were fohcited and ob- 
tained before the murder of the Mogul, and the re- 
volution at belli ; and arrived fome time after the 
reducStiOn of the caftle. 

The number of killed and wounded did not 
amount to a hundred Europeans, but the lofs by de- 
fertion was greater. Thus was accomplifhed a re- 
volution of general benefit : peace arid good govern- 
ment was reftored to the city, and the Englilh ac- 
quired a valuable and moft necelTary poffeffion, to 
the univerfal fatisfaction of the inhabitants, and alfo 
with the concur! ence of the people in power. 


G O M« 
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A bout fifteen degrees weft of Surat, the 1759; 

Eaft-India Company have a fmall fettlement, wy— I 
called Gombroon, which being remote from the reft, 
and what is moie, unfortified, could never have had 
a place in the account of the war in India, had not 
the French thought proper to beftt this defenceleft 
fadtory with all the parade of a fiege, and to crown 
their hoftilities with the pompous torm of a capitu- 
lation. 

The articles in this capitulation, which relate to 
the Count d’Eftaing,, have fo greatly furprized the 
military gentlemen, before whom he gave his parole, 
that it is evident they will be new to all thofe who 
come from the coaft of Coromandel : therefore, to 
fatisfy them of the truth of fo extraordinary a pro- 
ceeding, the capitulation is here publiflied, together 
with the account of the whole tranfadiion. 

Gombroon is an European name for the ikmous 
Bunder-i\bbaffi, which was built by Shaw Abbas 
when he ruined Ormus. Ormus, that jewel of the 
world, as it was called, is at this prefent time a 
rocky ifland, fo entirely covered with fait, that there 
is fcarce any part of it but what is crufted over with 
it, at leaft two inches thick. In all places where 
they dig, is to be found rock fait, and confequently 
there are no pools, neither are there any Iprings of 
frefti water j notwithftanding which, the Portuguefe, 

from 
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from its advantageous fituation for trade, built a very 
elegant city there, with a ftrong fortification : but 
near two hundred years ago, the Perfians, with the 
alTiftance of the Englilh, expelled the Portuguefe 
from It. The great bhav/ Abbas Sophia of Perfia, 
when he removed the trade to Gombroon, on the 
oppofite fliore, granted the Englifh great privileges 
in commerce, and a proportion of the cuftoms of 
that port, amounting to near 4000 /. per annum-, 
but thefe advantages they have loft by the unhappy 
Hate of the country, which has long been in conlu- 
fion and anarchy. 

The Englifh eftablifhed a fadory here on account 
of the great demand for woollen goods from Perfia, 
before that country was impoverifhed by the troubles. 
The air of Gombroon is fo unhealthy from the hot 
winds, that even the natives themfelves fly from it in 
the bad feafon, but knowing the time when the fhips 
ate to be expeded, they come down with caravans, 
and carry off their lading. As there was therefore 
no occafion for large warehoufes, the Company ne- 
ver eredled any fortifications, but only fecured the 
houfe in which their Agent, or Chief, and his clerks 
lived, with a very'fmall party of foldiers, barely 
fufficient to ferve as a defence againft robbers. 

The Moorifh governor of this place, is Moolah 
Alice Shaw, who ought to be fubordinate to the 
•.governor of L,hor, as the governor of Lhor fliould 
hunfelf be fubjed to the Sophi of Perfia : but the 
troubles and total want of government throughout 
all Perfia, have made them both in a manner inde- 
pendent. The remains of fome ftiong fortifications 
at Ormus afford a fecure retreat for the governor of 
Goombroon, when the adjacent part of the continent 
is difturbed and when it is quiet be comes to Gom- 
broon, coileds the cuftoms, and very often endea- 
4 vours 
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VOUfS to extort loans from the Europeans, by laying 1759. 
difficulties in the way of their trade, and terrifying v— y-— s 
them with his Arabs. It was by fuch means that 
Moolah Alice Shaw very lately prevailed with the 
Dutch to comply with his requeft of a loan which 
they had at firft refufed. Thefe Arabs are very un- 
governable and infolent, and when they have been 
taken in the ad of plundering, feveral of their tribe 
have run out of the fort and wounded our people 
who were carrying the delinquents before the gover- 
norj and though application has been made for re- 
drciS to Moolah Alice Shaw, he never could be pre- 
vailed on to chaftife them, but always excufed him- 
felf, by alledging, that they were a tribe which no 
body dared to punilh but Sheik Rama. Such in- 
ftruments had Moolah Allee Shaw to employ for the 
gratification of his avarice j and from his own dif- 
pofition he was glad of every opportunity to make 
ufe of them. 

On the 15th ofOdober, 1759, French, with 
four fhips under Dutch colours, one of which was a 
veflel of fixty-four guns, and one of twenty-two, 
landed to the weftward of Gombroon. They ad- 
vanced with two mortars and four pieces of cannon, 
and began to batter the fadlory, which was not a for- 
tification, but only a ftrong houfe. The agent and 
his clerks, together with the crew of the Speedwell, 
which was burnt by the French, did not exceed the 
number of fixteen men, againft whom the Fianch 
brought at leaft a hundred and fifty Europeans, and 
as many Coffrees I'he fmall number of Englilh 
who were there, did what they could to defend it; 
as to the Topaffes and fcpoys, few of them would 
Hand to the guns. 

About eleven o’clock, being high water, the 
twenty-two gun Ihip hauled within about a quarter 

of 
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of a mile of the fa<5tory» and began to fire : at the ’ 
fame time thofe who were afliore played upon it 
with their mortars and guns fiom’the weftward. At 
about three in the afternoon a fummons was fent 
from the French camp. Upon a confultation held 
in the fadory, the military gentlemen were of opi- 
nion that the houle was not tenable ; it was there- 
fore unanimoufly agreed to furrender upon the beft 
terms that could be procured, and thereupon the fol- 
lowing capitulation was fagned. 


Sticks of capitulation for the Eaft-India Company’s 
faStory of Gombroon^ between Alexander Douglafs^ 
Efamre, chief of the faid fettlement and coun~ 
ctU cmd Monfieur Des EJJars, captain of his moji 
Chriftian Majefifs fhip Conde, and commander in 
chief of the prefent expedition^ and Monfieur Char- 
nyau^ captain., commander of the land forces. 

Article I. So foon as the prefent capitulation is 
figned, a detachment of French troops are to take 
poffefiion of the factory ; the keys are to be delivef- 
ed to the commanding officer, and no perfon is to 
come in, or go out, without his pcrmiffion, as he 
will take care to prevent diforders and thefts. 

11. All efiedts of what kind Ibever contained in 
the fadtory, arc to belong to the befiegers, and are to 
fee delivered to the French commiflary, with all 
books and papers in poffeflion of the befieged •, the 
befiegers are to be fhewn the warehoufes, that they 
may place the necelTary centinels over them. The 
artillery, arms, ammunition, provifions, money, 
merchandize and fiaves, in general every thing 
contained within the fadtory, aie comprehended in 
this article. 


III. 
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III. The Chief, the Garrifon-fadors, writers, 
and all Europeans in the fervice of the Englilh Eaft- 
India Company, in general all the fobjeds of his 
Bricannick Majefty in the fadory are to be prifoners 
of war, under the following claufes only. 

IV. Whereas Monfieur d’Eftaing, brigadier of 
foot, and formerly a prifoner of his Britannick Ma- 
jefty, is now on board the ftiip Conde, in his way to 
Europe, by the way of BulTorah, and being defirous of 
rendering more fecure the intelligence received of an 
exchange having been made in his behalf, between 
Mr. Pigot, governor of Madrafs, and Monfieur 
Lally, lieutenant-general ; it is now agreed between 
the befiegers and befieged, that Alexander Dou- 
glafs, Efquire, chief of the Englifh Eaft-India‘Com- 
pany’s fadory at Gombroon, with William Nafh, 
enfign Johnfton, Dymoke Lyfter, lieutenant George 
Bern bow, lieutenant Richard Evans, and Richard 
Mainwanng, are lawfully exchanged for Monfieur 
d’Eftaing ; and they are at full liberty to go where 
and to what places they pleafe, in confequence of 
which, Monfieur d’Eftaing is under no other claufe 
than what is fpecified in the fixth article. 

V. Though the prefent exchange of prifoners is 
an unneceflary precaution in behalf of Monfieur 
d’Eftaing, yet all perfons mentioned in the preced- 
ing article ate abfolutely free, but fhould Monfieur 
d’Eftaing have been already exchanged, as he un- 
doubtedly is, m that cafe, for the ieven perfons alrea- 
dy mentioned who now enjoy their liberty, a like 
number, and of equal ftation of his moft Chriftian 
Majefty’s fubjeds, are to be relealed whenever a car- 
tel is made. 

VI. Monsieur d’Estaing, in order to fulfil 
with the greateft exaditude the promife he made go- 
vernor 
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vefnor Pigot, that he would not take up arms againft 
the Englifh on the Coromandel coaft only, for the 
fpace of eighteen months, reckoning from the firft 
of May, one thoufand fcven hundred and fifty-nine : 
defires it may be inferted in the prefent capitulation, 
that notwithftanding he is now exchanged, yet he 
will keep the promife he made governor Pigot, of 
not taking up arms againfi: the Englifh on the Co- 
romandel coaft only, for the fpace of eighteen 
months, but he is at free liberty in all other places 
to take arms. 

VII. If it is poffible to agree about the re -pur- 
chafing of Gombroon fadlory, it will be' looked on 
as part of the prefent capitulation, the befiegers re- 
ferving to themfelves the liberty neverthelefs to do 
therewith as they may think fit, ftiould no agree- 
ment be concluded with the befieged. 

VIII. In confideration of the exchange of Mon* 
fieur d’Eftaing, and at his particular requeft to 
Monfieur Des Eflars, Alexander Douglafs, Efquire, 
chief of the Englifh Eaft-India Company’s fettle- 
ments of Gombroon, and all others mentioned in 
the fourth article, have liberty, and may carry away 
all their own cffeds of what kind or fort foever, ex- 
cepting ammunition, provifions, marine, military, 
or warlike ftores. 

Dated at Gombroon the fourteenth day of Odo- 
ber, at fix o’clock in the morning, and in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fifty- 
nine. 

Alexander Douglas. 

D ES EsSaRS, 

Charnvau. ' William Nash, 

Richard Johnston. 

As 
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As it muft appear very extraordinary that the 
Count D’Eftaing ftiould chufe to have his name fo 
often mentioned in the capitulation, the impofEbihty 
of his having had the intelligence he pretends to 
have received, v/ill make it ftill moie furpnfing: 
for it is a certain fa£t, that there had not been even 
an attempt made towards, his exchange. The pa- 
role he gave was in the ufual form; not to ferve di- 
redlly or indireftly again!!: the Englifli, during the 
prefcnt war, or till he IhouM be regularly ex- 
changed. 

On the 12th, while the French were Handing 
into the road, Moolah Alice Shaw came to the fac- 
tory, and gave the agent all imaginable affu ranees 
of his affording him aiEftance, and that if the French 
attempted to land, he would do what was in his 
power to prevent it ; but when the agent* fent to 
him in the morning, acquainting him, that they 
were approaching the fhore in order to land, in head 
of performing his promife he remained qujet in his 
fort, and though about ten o’clock, ■ he was defired 
to fend a few men to our aiEftance, he abiblurely 
refufed. The reafon he aiEgned for not fulfilling 
his offers was, that one of his Ihips (then at anchor 
in the roadj was in the power of the French, and 
that if he affifted us with any men, they would car- 
ry her away. His fear and prefent intereft governed 
him at that time, and foon after the French landed, 
he fent them fuch refrefhments of greens and fruits 
as the feafon aftbrded, offeiing to fupply them with 
whatever was in his power. 

The French during their flay paid little regard to 
the articles of capitulation. On the 30th of Ofto- 
ber, at about twelve o’clock at night, they went 
on board their ftiips, having fiift fet fiie to the fac- 
X tc-y. 
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1759. tory. They dug mines in feveral pans thereof, 
fome of which took effed ; they had likewife fixed 
combuftibles to the beams of the apartments and 
warehoufes. The greateft part of the wall of the 
eaft-fi'de of the fadlory was blown up, and the del- 
ing and floor of the apartments of the weft -fide 
were burnt. Moolah Alice Shaw’s people took away 
the beams, planks, and window-frames, and fet fire- 
to all the doors and other wood-work, for the fake 
of the iron that was in them. 

Had Moolah Allee Shaw aded a becoming pari, 
many valuables might have been faved, after the 
Trench evacuated the fadory ; for they left upwards 
of thirty thoufand maunds of copper, with feveral 
other goods, which they could neither carry away 
nor deftrgy : but notwithftanding all the applications 
that were made to him, inftead of placing people to 
prevent thefts, and fecure what remaitnrf, or even 
to extinguifli the firci, he gave the fedory up to a 
general pillage •, and in a vifit he made the agent, 
he had the aflurance publicly to confefs, he believed 
there was not a man in the town but had his ftiare of 
plunder. What with the copper, and other goods 
the French gave Moolah Allee Shaw before their 
departure, and the copper which he clandeftinely 
earned to Ormus, he was fuppofed to have got in 
the whole to the amount of fixry thoufand roupees, 
(not reckoning the guns which the French left be- 
hind) and his whole gang of Arabs enriched them- 
felves proportionably. As for fuch of the lower 
. clafs of inhabitants as had got any booty of copper, 
Moolah Alle Shaw obliged them to fell it to him, at 
the rate of two roupees the maund : but the Arabs 
had the precaution to fend their plunder to their dif- 
ferent habitations. 


6 


The 
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The French and Moolah Alice Shaw, entered into i 
articles of alliance, wherein it was agreed that there 
fliould be an everlafting friendlhip between them, 
that his ports and veffels fhould be fecure, and that 
wholbever were Moolah Alice Shaw’s enemies, 
ihould likewife be enemies of the French nation. 

The writing given by them was in the French lan- 
guage, figned by Monf. D’Ehaing, the counter- 
part given by Moolah Alkc Shaw was in the Per- 
lian language. 



REVOLUTIONS 


A T 

BELLI. 


1757, -T x Jjas* already been related by what means the 
revolution at Delli was brought about in the 
year 1754* 

In the beginning of the year 1757, Ahmed Ab- 
dalla, the Pattan Chief, marched to Delli, and took 
Allum Geer, and all the Omrahs prifoners. 

After having kept pofleffion of the capital for 
feme time, he at length on the 6th of June, fent for 
the Mogul to his tent, where he received him with 
great honour, and replaced him on the throne, hav- 
ing firil fecured to himfelf as large a treafure as could 
be expedt'd from the low ft ate of the finances of 
the Empire. He then proceeded to Agra, andfeiz- 
ing the levenues of that diftiid, matched to Lahore, 
from whence he iffued his orders to all the neigh- 
bouring Nabobs and Rajas, that they Ihould ac- 
knowledge tltemfeives in fubjedion to his fon Ti- 

* See page 77 and 7R. 

mur. 
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mur, whom he then proclaimed King of Lahore. 1759* 
Having thus invefted his fon with the dominion of a 
country from whence he propofed that he ihould alfo 
fuperintend the affairs of Indoffan, he returned to 
his own country, recommending to Timur to treat 
the Mogul With continued maidcs of regard and 
friendfhip. 

Shaw Abac in Cawn, the fon of Gauzedy 
Cawn, and confequently the true Vice-Roy of the 
Deckan, chofe rather to fuffer his right to be 
ufurped by Salabatzmg than rehnquifh the office of 
Vizier, which gave him fo great an afcendency 
over the Mogul, and confequently an unbounded 
power in the Empire. But as all power is preca- 
rious, the fons of the Emperor became daily more 
formidable to the Vizier, and created him continual 
trouble and jealoufy. At length about the end of 
the year 1759, to free himfelf from all folicitude 
of that kind, he refolved on the murder of his maf- 
ter, in order that he might place in his ftead a more 
inconfiderab'le reprefentative of the royal family, 
who fhould be lefs refpeftable in himfelf, and not 
fo formidable by the fupport of his children or other 
relations. As thefe were the great obftacles to the 
ambition of the Vizier, they were no lefs fo to the 
execution of his prefent defign : therefore to remove 
them from the capital, he propofed a hunting-match, 
and took with him the fons of the Mogul, and the 
greateft part of his friends, to a great diftance from 
Belli. The next difficulty was to overcome the 
fufpicions of the Mogul, and the fuperftitious prin- 
ciples of the Moors, who though they are ready to 
execute any kind of villainy, can never be brought 
to murder their fovereign in the fandtuary of his own 
palace. 


X 3 


It 
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iyS 9 ' known that Allum Geer had a moft 

particular veneration for the Fakeers ; and the Vi- 
zier was lenfible that unlefs the Emperor could be 
prevailed on, by a motive of devotion, to come 
from under his roof, no other inducement could 
ever engage him to abandon what he would confi- 
der as his only proteftion in the abfence of his 
friends. Every thing being concerted accordingly, 
before the departure of Shaw Abadin Cawn, the 
creatures of that minifter came to the Mogul, and 
informed him that a Fakeer of mofl eminent fandli- 
ty was in the garden, and though it was with great 
reludlance that the Emperor yielded to the didlates 
of his 7 xal, he was at length by their perfuafions, 
prevaile i on to go out and meet this holy perfon, 
whom he had long exiprefl; a defire to fee. He had 
not advanced many fteps in the garden, when two 
Moors m the habit of Fakeers, came fuddenly be- 
hind him, put a noofe about his neck, and then 
flubbed him with fpears till he died on the Ipot. 

As foon as the Vizier was informed of the death 
of bis mafter, he immediately confined his fons, 
and ail the friends of Allum Geer, who were then 
with him, and placing on the throne one of the 
royal family, whom he thought the mofl. convenient 
for his purpofe, went himfelf diredly to join an ar- 
my of Marattas, who were waiting for him about 
thirty miles from Delli, 

It was not long before the Pattans, equally dif- 
pleafed with the Vizier for his condud, and the 
Marattas for interfering in the government of 
Pelli, marched a confiderable force againft them, 
and coming up with them at a place called Panipur, 
near a hundred miles from Delli, they killed the Ma- 
ratta general, and put the army to flight, which re- 
treated 
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treated till they were joined by another body of 
their own troops. They were purfued by the Pat- 
tans, and routed again in another engagement. 

Ahamed Abdalla then entered Delli, and plac- 
ed his fon Timur upon the throne j and orders were 
iffued out to all the Rajas and Governors in the 
neighbourhood, to exert their utmoft to prevent the 
Marattas from approaching the city. 


X4 


NAVAL 



NAVAL OPERATIONS. 


N Otwkbftanding the attention of the reader has 
been long fufpended from the Coaft of Coro- 
^ mandel, the principal objeft of this work ; it is ex- 
pedient here to give an account of the engagement 
at fea in 1759. This will afford an opportunity of 
purfuing, afterwards, the affairs of the Coaft without 
interruption. 

Vice Admiral Pocock having refitted his fqua- 
dron at Bombay, and made it leady for the fea by 
the 1 7th of April, 1759, failed on that day for the 
Coaft of Coromandel, ufing his utmoft endeavours 
to get round Ceylon before the French fleet, which 
were expeded foon to fail from the iflands of Mauri- 
tius and Bourbon. 

Having gained this ncceflary point, he continu- 
ed m the pioper f Nations to intercept the enemy, or 
procefl; our own trade, till the third of Auguft, and 
then, as the feafon advanced, proceeded to cruize off 
Pondicherry, in hourly expeftation of the enemy. 
The whole month being pall without any advice of 
the French fquadron, which had fo long been expedl- 
ed, provifions and water grew fliort, and the admiral 
was obliged while he continued to cruize for the ene- 
ipy, to pioceed to Trincomalay the firft of Septem- 
ber to water the fhips, as he found it very difficult 
to water them at Negapatam. He had difpatched 
the Company’s frigate Revenge a few days before, 
with orders to proceed off Ceylon, and look out for 
the enemy. The fecond, at ten in the forenoon, they 
f^W from the maft-head fifteen fad in the S, E. quar- 
ter* 
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ter, ftandingto theN. E. which provedto betheene- 1759. 
my’s fleet, and foon after perceived the Revenge — 
chaced by one of their frigates, which fired feveral 
Ihot at her. Upon this the admiial made the fignai 
for a general chace, and flood towards them with 
all the fail he could make, which obliged the enemy’s 
frigate to give over chace, and rejoin her own fqua- 
dron. The abatement of the wind prevented our 
getting near them when tlie day clofed. 

The French line confifted of eleven fail of large 
flips. Le Zodiaque, M. D’Ache, lieutenant-gene- 
ral, feventy-four guns, and fix hundred and fixty 
men. The Minotaur, M. L’Aguille, ChefD’E- 
fcadre, feventy-four guns, fix hundred and fixty 
men. Le Comte de Piovence, M. La Chaife, 
feventy-four guns, fix hundred and fixty men, 

Le Centaur, M. Surville, feventy guns, fix hundred 
and fixty men. L’Adlif, M. Beauchame, L’ll- 
luftre, M. De Ru'S, and La Fortune, M. Lobry, 
all of fixty-four guns, and fix hundred men. Le 
Vengeur, M. Palliere, fixty-four guns, and five hun- 
dred men. Le Due D’Orleans, M. Surville le Ca- 
det, Le St. Louis, M, Johannes, Le Due de Bour- 
gogne, M. Benvet, all of fixty guns, and five 
hundred men. They had two frigates, and two 
ftore-fhips. 

This extraoi dinary force, like which none had 
ever yet been feen in the Indian feas, was chafed, in- 
vited, and in vam provoked to fight, by a much in- 
ferior fliength ; for the Englifh fquadron were no 
more than nine fhips of the line, of which two were 
only fifty gup fhips, and the largeft carried no more 
than fixty-eight guns. They were the Yarmouth, 
Vice-admiral Pocock, captain Harrifon, fixty-fix 
guns, five hundred and forty men. The Graiton, 
fear-admiral Stevens, captain Kempenfelt, fixty- 

eight 



NAVAL OPEllATIONS. 

eight guns, five hundred and thirty-eight men. The 
h.hzabeth, captain 1 iddeman, fixty four guns, four 
hundred arid eighty men. The Tyger, captain 
Breieton, the Sunderland, honourable captain Col- 
ville, the Weymouth, Sir William Baird, baronet j 
all of fixty guns, four hundred and twenty men. 
Tlie * Cumberland, captain Somerfet, fifty-eight 
guns, five hundred and twenty men. The New- 
cafilc, captain Michie, and the Salifbury, captain 
Dent, each of fifty guns, three hundied and fifty 
men. There were allb three frigates and a firefhip. 
From hence will appear, the difproportion of the 
two fquadrons, which was fo great that the French 
had a fuperiority of one tiundred and ninety two 
guns, and two tlioufand three hundied and fixty- 
five men, befides the great advantage in the fize of 
their fhips. 

Notwithstan-distg fo apparent an inequality, 
the French endeavoured by taking the opportunity of 
the dulk, and falling off of the wind, to fteal away 
undifeovered, but w'ere fruftrated in this defign by 
the Revenge, who having otders to make fail to the 
S. E. and try to keep in fight of them, about eleven 
at night, made a fignal lor chfeovering the enemy, 
and then the whole fleet bore down towards them. 

About one in the morning of the third, a heavy 
fquall coming on, which continued till three, oblig- 
ed us to bring to, and dew up our top- fails. At 
day light we faw the enemy’s fleet bearing N. E. by 
N. atent five or fix leagues diftant. The admiral 
then made the fignal for a general chace to the N. 
•E, Point Pedro on the ifland of Ceylon bearing wefi, 
■diilant fix or feven leagues. At nine, the enemy’s 

• Th* Cflmherland being weak anti difabled, was reduced from 

fleet 
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fleet bore N. E. by E. and were foimed in a line of j 7^^. 
battle a-head on the ftarboard tack, with the wind tyOc'NJ 
about W. N. W. A little after nine, the admiral 
made the fignal for the line of battle a breaft, and 
flood for the center of the enemy’s fleet, which kept 
under-way, and appeared to go from the wind ; by 
which means we altered their bearings greatly, for by 
noon they bore S. E. tiy E. diftant fix or feven miles. 

The wind decreafing as the day advanced, we wejc 
not able to form our line till near fun-fet, two of our 
fquadron, the Tyger and Newcaflle, failing very ill, 
though they made all the fail they could croud. 

About a quarter after five our fquadron being 
nearly a-breaft of the enemy, they wore and came to the 
wind on the other tack, upon which our ftiips tackt, 
the rear firft, and fleered with the enemy’s Iquadron, 

We were now about four miles diftant with very little 
wind, had fcarcely fteerage-way, and continued fo 
till near ten, when a frefh breeze iprung up from the 
S. S. W. on which we hauled clofe to the wind ur.der 
our topfails, and formed d-ie line a head. This fliift 
of wind, brought the enemy a-ftern, and a little 
upon the weather-quarter of ouf line, but foon after, 
it proving hazy, we loft fight of them. It is remark- 
able they made no fignal in this or the preceding- 
night, either with guns or lights. The Revenge 
was fent to look out a ftern, but not being able to 
difcover them, was ordered to keep a-head with bet- 
ter fuccefs ; for about eight next morning, the Re- 
venge made the fignal for feeing four fail to the N. E. 

A general chace was begun by the whole Iquadron, 
and continued till near two in the afternoon, at which 
time feeing no more than two fhips, and finding he 
could not come up with thofe, the admiral made the 
fignal for the Revenge to come into the fquadron, then 
flood to the northward, and made all the fail he could 

to 
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1759, to get off Pondicherry, juffiy concluding the French 
fquadron was bound thither. 


The admiral arrived off Pondicherry on the 
eighth early in the morning and faw no ihips in the 
road, but at one o’clock in the afternoon difcovered 
the enemy to the S. E. and by three, counted thir- 
teen fail, he was then ftanding to the fouthward with 
the fta-breeze, and to prevent their pafEng him kept 
a good look out the following night. At half an 
hour paft fix in the morning of the ninth, he faw 
part of the enemy’s fquadron to the S. W. and by 
nine, counted fixteen fail. At two in the afternoon, 
the wind fpringing up, the admiral made the fignal 
for a general chace, and at four, the enemy appear- 
ed to be formed in a line of battle a-breaft, and 
fleered right down upon him. The Revenge was or- 
dered to.k^ (during the night) between our fqua- 
dron ^nd the enemy, to obferve their motions. The 
tenth, at fix in the morning, the body of the French 
fquadron bore S. E. by S. diftant eight or nine 
miles, and was formed in a line of battle a-head, on 
the ftarboard tack. We continued bearing down on 
them in a line of battle a breaft, with the wind about 
N. W. by W. At ten the enemy wore and formed 
the line a-head upon the larboard tack. At eleven 
we did the fame, and kept edging down upon them. 
At two in the afternoon, the Yarmouth being nearly 
a-breaft of the French admiral’s fecond in the rear, 
and within mufquet foot, M. D’Ache, made the 
fignal for battle. The admiral immediately did the 
fame, on which both fquadrons began to cannonade 
each other with great fury, and continued hotly en- 
gaged till four, when the enemy’s rear, and foon af- 
ter their center, began to give way ; the Sunderland 
having gat up fome time before, and engaged their 
ftern-moft foip. Their van made fail, flood on, 

and 
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and with their whole fquadron bore away, and fteered 
to the S. S. E. with all the fail they could make. 

As four of our fhips in the van had fuftained a 
hot fire from fix of the enemy’s Jargeft fhips during 
two hours after fo great a difadvantage, we were 
in no condition to purfue ; for the Tyger having her 
mizen-maft and maintop- Kiaft foot ' Sway, appeared 
in other refpeds to be greatly difabled ; the New- 
caftle was much damaged in her mafts, yards, and 
rigging ; and the Cumberland and Salifoury in the 
rear, were not in a condition to make fail. The Yar- 
mouth had her foretop-fail-yard foot away in the 
flings ; and the Grafton and Elizabeth were greatly 
difabled in their mafts, yards, and rigging. The 
Weymouth and Sunderland, the only foips that had 
not fuffered, could not get properly into adion, as 
M. D’Ache began to engage before they could clofe, 
and by that means thofe two were precluded from 
their ftare in the engagement, fo that only feven of 
our foips received the whole fire of the enemy’s fleet 
till near the conclufion 5 and then' only eight. 

Trie enemy continued retreating to the Ibuthward 
till dark,’ at which time the admiral, ordering the 
Revenge, as ufual, to keep between him and the 
enemy, lay to, with the fquadron, on the larboard- 
tack 5 in order for the difabled foips to repair their 
darnagel At day -light in the morning, we faw the 
enemy to the S. S. E. lying to alfo on the larboard- 
tack about four leagues diftant ; the wind being 
about weft. The enemy upon feeing our fquadron, im- 
mediately wore and brought to on the other tack, and 
continued fo till the evening, when their diftance was 
fo much increafed that we could fcaicely difcern them 
from the main- top. At this time the wind coming 
to the eaftward, the_ admiral wore and flood under an 
eafy fail to the N. W. the Sundeiland having the 

Newcaftle 
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Newcaftle in tow, the WeymouCli the Tyger, and 
the Elizabeth the Cumberland; 

I'h e French havirtg received kfe damage in their 
rigging (though they were very much fliattered in 
their hulls, and fuffered a lofe of near fifteen hundred 
mefi. killed aad wounded) were enabled now to gain 
the only point they feemed to be folicicous of obtain- 
ing. They failed direddy for Pondicherry, and land- 
ed four hundred European feamen, (for they brought 
no troops) two hundred CofFrees, about two or three 
lack of roupees, and the diamonds which they found 
in the Grantham Indiaman, for that Ihjp had been 
taken by the French near the Cape, in her paflage 
home. The value of the diamonds might be about 
two lack more. 

OuB. lafe wh? very confideraye-, though greatly 
irifeiior to that' of the e^iemy. W© bad one hundr^ 

. and* eighteen men (kin in ai^oa,’ and fixty-fix died 
of their waunds*. Befides* thefe, a* hundted and 
twenty-two were dangeroufly wounded, and two 
hundred and fixty three flightly, fo that our whole 
number killed and wounded, amounted to five hun- 
dred and fixty-nine men. Amongft the flain was 
captain Michie, who command<td the Newcaftle, 
captain GoTe of the marihes, and lieutenant Red- 
fliaw, both of the Newcaftle. Lieutenant Elliot 
and the gunner of the Tyger, the maffcer of the Yar- 
mouth, and boatfwain ctf the Elizabeth. Captain 
Somerfet, who commanded the Cumberland, was 
wounded in one of his ancles, and captain Burton 
received a contufion on his head. AH the officers 
and feamen in general behaved with the greateft’ 
bravery and fpirk during the aftion, and by the 
vigour and conftancy of their fire obliged the ene- 
my to rttieat, notwitManding their gre^ fape- 
riority. 

The 
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The admiral having loft all hopes of renewing 
the engagement, on the fifteenth ftood into the road 
of Negapatam. There he anchored and continued 
repairing his damages, and refitting the Iquadion till 
the twenty-fixth, vvhen having put the fhips in as 
good condition for lervice (as the time permitted) 
he weighed and ftood to the northward. He was 
joined by the Revenge, which he had fent with dil- 
patches to Madrafs, who brought him fixty tiiree 
men belon^ng to the Bridgewater and Triton. They 
were taken in Fort St. David, and had been exchang- 
ed at Pondicherry. ' Thefe he ordered on board the 
Tyger and Newcaftle, as thofe were the ftiips which 
had loft the greateft number of men in the late en- 
gagement. 

By this frigate the Governor and Council lent a 
letter to the admiral, of which the following is an ex- 
trail:. 


SIR, 

THE RewiJge anchored here in ttei night of the 
fourteenth inftant, and the next morning We received 
the honour of youf letters, dated the eighth and 
twelfth inftant, containing advice of your difcovering 
theenemy's fleet on the fecond, and after much fatigue, 
bringing them to aition the tenth. The warm fire 
you fuftained for two hours with feven fliips agamft 
eleven, and obliging them at laft to make their re- 
treat, will do immortal honour to you and Mr. Ste- 
vens, and all the brave olEcers who have the happi- 
neft to lerve under you ; and we feel much for the 
commanders of the Weymouth and Sunderland, who 
were deprived by the nature of the enemy’s difpofi- 
tion, from coming in for an equal lhare of the glory 
of the day. We look upon this as the laft effort of 
the enemy, and well might they boaft of their fupe- 
riority ; but the check they have met with will lliew 

them 
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j them that they are dlfappointed of the mighty eflPefts 
they expefled from this armament. It is fortunate 
that you found means to force them to an engage- 
ment befoie they reached Pondicherry, as the troops 
they may have brought for landing, have, no doubt, 
had a ftiaie in the lofs. As yet we have not heard 
of their arrival at Pondicherry, but we fuppofe them 
there by this time, as the winds have been ftrong 
foutherly. After they landed their troops and ftores, 
no great advantage can be hoped by engaging them 
again, and we would rather take the liberty to re- 
commend the waiting until joined by the reinforce- 
ment expeded from England, &c. &c. 


Fort St. GeorgCj, 
Sept. i6j 1739. 


The French by their having been feme time at 
Pondicherry, muft have had it in their power to 
come out from thence well prepared for adion : but 
the admiral, as he was obliged to pafs them in his 
•way from Negapatam to Madrafs, judged that his 
doing It in the night would be liable to mifmterpre- 
tation, and that it ■would certainly give the enemy 
.reafon to conclude, that we had fuffered fo much in 
the late adion as to be defirous of avoiding another 
engagement ; therefore he determined not to pafs the 
enemy’s port without looking into it by day-light. 

The twenty- feventh at day-break our fleet were 
got clofe in with Pondicherry road, where the French 
fquadron was laying at anchor in a line of battle." 
The fquadron was not in a condition to withftand 
the fire of both the ftiips and fort at once, therefore 
the admiral drew into a line of battle a-head upon 
the ftarboard tack, and was then very near within 
random fliot of tlieir neareft fliip. The wind being 
off flhore, and about W. S. W. our fhips lay with 
their main-topfails to the mail:, juft keeping a 
5 proper 
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proper fteerage-way for the line to continue well 
formed. While our Oiips continued in this ULUation, 
the French admiial made the fignal at fix o'clock to 
heave a peak, and an hour after to weigh, and by 
the time all their fquadron, which confided of 
eleven fail of the line, and two ii igates. was under 
fad, it was near ten o’clock, at which time, rs the 
wind was off flrore,our fldps were confequeni ly dnven 
to leeward of them, and lying as before- mentioned, 
expeding they would bear ao ' n diredly and en- 
gage ; but M. D’Achc mad ; the fignal foi his fqua- 
dron to keep clofe to the wind, and alib to make 
fad, and flretched away to the fouthv/ttd in a line of 
battle a-head, by which nfancsuvie they incieafed 
their diftance from about random fltot at day-light, 
to near four leagues to windward at fun jer riad they 
cut or flipped their cables on fiifl: dd'eove; .n -- us we 
muff have come to adlion by feven o’clock, ar.^I af- 
ter they got under fad, had they bore chreJily down, 
we might have been clofe along fide by eL’. cn. 

T HE admiral was now convinced that the enemy 
had no inclination to come to a fecond adlion ; and 
as their whole c®ndu6l manifefted an intention to get 
off and malce good cheir retreat to theiflands, he con- 
fulted the rear admiral and captains on their pi dent 
fituation, and the probable conitqucnce of a fa: ther 
purfuk. They all agieed in opinion that the French 
officers being refolved to fitisfy themfelves with the 
very trifling feivice they had done the Comp.iny by 
ffeahng in thefe infufficient fupphes to Pondicheiry, 
v/ere now determined to avoid any farther engage- 
ment-, and that if we purfued wkii any view of 
coming up with them, they would lead our fnattcied 
fquadron quite to their iflands But befidcs, that the 
condition of our fhips would not permit us to fol- 
low them at all to the fouthward, upon fo little pr 5 - 

Y ipea 
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1 75^. ipeS: of fervice, there was a more cogent reafon for 
their immediate return to Madrafs, for at that time 
there was not above two days bread on board the 
fquadron, and but very little water. 

It was expedient to repair to that port as foon as 
poffible, in order to get a fupply of provifions and wa- 
ter for the voyage to Bombay, before the change of 
the Monfoon *, which was near at hand, at which 
feafon it is dangerous to remain on the coaft. There- 
fore the whole fquadron anchored in Madrafs road 
on the twenty -eighth, and fuch expedition was ufed in 
viftualling the fhips, and adminiftering to the reco- 
very of the fick and wounded, that they were en- 
abled to fail again the 17th of Odtober; and the 
next day they met rear-admiral Cornifh with four 
ihips of the line, and the Ajax, Stormont, and 
Houghton Indiamcn, on board of which was colo- 
nel Coote with the greateft part of his battalion. 

Admiral Pocock ordered all the troops which 
were brought out in the (hips of war to be put on 


* On the Coaft of Coromandel the wind changes from fonth to 
BOrth^eaft moft commonly between the fifteenth and thirtieth of 
Oiilober. It is belt to leave the coaft between the fifteenth and 
twentieth, but it is full late to ftay till the end of the month. In 
order to effed fame very important fervice, it may be not altoge- 
ther imprudent to rifque the wintering a fleet in thefe feas, be- 
caufe in India, as in all other places, fome winters are more, and 
fome lefs tempeftuous than others. In 1741 M. de k Bourdon- 
nais remained on the coaft without any danger till the twenty 
fecond of Odober, ^>ut in 1745 he was furprized with a ftorm, 
which funk and damaged his whole fquadron. In 1 747, and 
174H, the Englifh fleets kept the coaft, and met with no violent 
winds during the whole feaibn. And on the twenty-fourth of 
April, 1749* there was a tempeft whicli deftroyed fifty or fixty 
veffels of different nations, AU that one can infer fi om hence is, 
that it is prudent to leave the coaft in the middle of Odober, 
h BmirAmnats. 
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board the Queenborough, and difpatched her, with 1 759. 
the three Indiamen, for Madrafs, where they arrived 
the twenty-feventh. The whole fquadron now failed 
for the coaft of Malabar, and m going round Cey- 
lon, they met with fuch hard gales of wind, that the 
Cumberland and Salifbury made the hgnal to fpeak 
■with the admiral, being in great diftrefs from leaks, 
which they could not keep under with all their 
pumps. The Salilbury’s diftrefs being the greateft, 
the admiral' ordered her to be aflifted with eleven 
men and an officer -from each fhip, for their own 
people were over-fatigued by being kept conftantly 
to the pumpi and notwithftanding this fupply o£ 
frefh men, and their having thrown overboard thir- 
ty of their guns, at the end of two days they found 
the water ftill gain upon them, and were obliged 
again to make the fignal of diftrels. Upon this, the 
admiral ordered all the boats in the fleer to ftay by 
the Salilbury to fave the crew, in cafe of the fhip’s 
foundering j and fent admiral Cornifli and captain 
Harnfon on board, to examine into her fituation be- 
fore he would too haftily take the people out of her. 

' They immediately ordered frefh men to the pumps, 
beginning with their own barge-crews, and by this 
means they foon cleared her, and by the help of a 
.thrum*d-fail put under her bottom where the princi- 
pal leak was, they made it pradlicable to keep her 
free with half her pumps, and now judging her to 
be no longer in danger, they returned to their own 
Ihips, and the Salifbury made fail the next morning. 

The admiral being defirousof fending rear-admi- 
ral Cornifti to the coaft of Coromandel as foon as 
the leafon would permit, difpatGhed him with the 
Lenox, Duke of Aquitain, York, Falmouth, Wey- 
mouth, and Sunderland, for Telichery, which was 
the general rendezvous. The weather becoming 
Y 2 exceeding 
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exceeding. fine, and the Monfoon appearing to be fet 

the admiral fufFcred every Ihip to make the befl: 
of her way, for the intended port, knowing that a 
fingle Chip will always make a fpeedier paffage than 
a fleet, and as they arrived they might begin to take 
in their water, and put their fick ‘on fhore. The 
twentieth of November the Yarmouth arrived at Te- 
lichery, as did the Elizabeth and York, and by the 
thirty-firfl; the whole fquadron came in. 

That no time might be lofl for refitting, the 
ihips at Bombay, and preparing them for their return 
to the coafl of Coromandel, the admiral gave or- 
ders to admiral Stevens on the twenty-fixth, to 
proceed direftly for Bombay, with the Giafton, 
Elizabeth, Tyger, and Salifbury, and followed him- 
felf the twenty-ninth, leaving ordeis with admiral 
Cornifh to fail with the fix fhips under his command 
to the coaft of Coromandel on the fifteenth of De- 
cember, as it was to be hoped the feafon would 
then be favourable, and the fick and* wounded re- 
covered. 

Admiral Pocock. had received orders to return 
to England, neverthelefs upon the news of fiefh 
difiurbances in C( ngal, he determined to remain 
w'ith the Yarmouth fome time longer, and adted 
in purfuance of this refolution, till luch time as ad- 
vice was received of the entire re eftablifiiment of 
the affairs of Bengal, and the fignai vidtory obtained, 
over the French on the coaft of Coromandel. 

760 Upon lb happy a turn in the affairs of the Com- 
pany, the admiral thought it now advifeable to 
comply with' the orders for his return, efpecially 
as he bad the fatisfadlion to fee the command de- 
Toli/e.^^ brave and experienced an officer «s 
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rear-admiral Stevens, whole worth had been pioved 1759. 
by his behaviour in the thiee engagements, as 'ft/eil 
as by the conftant harmony w hich nad always fub- 
fifted between them, and his alacrity to concur in 
any fervice for the honour of his counuy. 

The admiral Had himfelf received from the thsec 
Prefidencies the ftrongeft expreffions of their fenie 
of the zeal which he had at all times fhewn, and 
the adtual fervices which he had fo oiten peifoimed 
for the benefit of the Eaft-India Company, and the 
honour of the Bntifh flag. Having at length re- 
fumed his intent on of returning to Europe, he 
difpatched rear-admiral ^tevens for the coaft of 
Coromandel on the twenty-firft of hdaich, with 
the Grafton, Elizabeth, 1 yger, and Newcaflle, and 
failed himfelf the fevemh of Aprd in the Yar- 
mouth, leaving at tomb..y the Salifoury, which 
had had a thorough repair, and was then almoli; 
ready to fail, and the Cumberland, which was to be 
taken into the dock the full: high tide. 

Admiral Pocock anchored at Anjengct the fe- 
venteenth of April, and failed from- thence the 
twenty- firft. He there received a letter from admiral 
Stevens, dated the eleventh, on which day he Piled 
from that port, acquainting him with his pioceed- 
ings, and that he had retaken three fnall iinglifii 
veflels off the Vingorla Kochs, fiom the M a! wans, 
a fet of pirates who had taken them bur a few houis 
before. There had been no account of the Frincli 
fquadron fince the time of their departure from Pon- 
dicherry on the fecond of Odlober, 1759. 

On the eighteenth of June admiral Pocock ar- 
rived at St. Helena, where he found the Colcheflcr 
and Rippon waiting to convoy Icventeen of the 
.y 3 Company’s 
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1 759’ Company’s fhips, three of which were of extraordi-' 
great value, having on board a large quantity 
of rich goods and diamonds from Bengal. For the 
fecurity of fo confiderable an objedt, the admiral 
thought proper to delay his voyage till the feventh 
of July, on which day the whole fleet being ready 
to fail, he took them under his command, and 
anchored in the Downs the twenty-lecond of Sep- 
tember, with the richeft convoy that ever arrived at 
one time in England. 
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Coast of COROMANDEL. 


T he China flilps being arrived at Madrafs with 1 7 ^9. 

three hundred of colonel Coote’s battalion, in 
the beginning of September, major Brereton, now 
commander in chief, being very fanguine for aSion 
upon the ftrength of this reinforcement, prevailed 
on the Governor and Council, though with difficul- 
ty, to confent to an attempt upon Wandewafii. 

Both armies had laid fome time inadive ; the French 
in Gingee, Wandewafh, Arcot and Chittepuc, and 
oUr troops ’at Conjeveram. At Wandewafh was a 
party of four or five hundred hrench, which colonel 
Brereton, by a fudden march, propofed to fhut up 
or drive from thence, and then take the place before 
the enemy could colled their force. Every thing 
was to be ready with great fecrecy by the tenth, and 
all neceffaries were accordingly prepared. The rains 
which fell about this time caufed a delay till the fix- 
teenth, when the news arriving of the engagement 
between the fleets, the Governor and Council wrote to 
major Brereton, that they thought it would be better 

Y 4. to 
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to make no motion till it was ccrt.iln whether the 
eaeiny had received any itiniorcements. 

Major. BaEREroN beinj* unwilling to be with- 
lield from a favourite project, by a fuppofirion to 
which he did not give any weight, marched and took 
Triiitose the twenty fixth, wiure he madeprifoners 
one captain ^ nd twenty-two men of the Lorraine regi- 
ment. ai.d eignt iuifiars. Lc then proceeded to 
"Wandewalh anJ e,.deavouiel, but in vain, to draw 
the enemy io an adion out uf the Pettah, (the town 
or viHaje bv-lenging to and commonly furrounding 
every India i fort.) '['he French having fome intel- 
ligence of <'ur prepasatton*., by the delay fiom the 
tenth to tlic twenry-fii.h, difcovered our intentions, 
and hao made themldves aimoll: equal to our force, 
wh.ch was far fhort of feventeen hundred men, the 
number that had been at fiift propofed. Major Bre- 
reton gave out orders for an attack to be made upori 
'Wandewafh'Pettah at three o'clock in the morning 
of the firft of October, by majors Monfon and 
Cailh’-id, with five nundred men at one end of it, 
and major Oordo'^, with fwo handled men between 
the foit and Pettch. Major Monfon meeting with 
little I'etiftancc entered without lofs, and foon after 
major Gordon attacked, but received ib warm a fire 
fr ar the fort and the i’ettah, that his party broke, 
ana o.ny tt.enty men got m vdth him : .however he 
joined major Monfon, and they advanced to the 
head of the i’ettah, having diivc-n the enemy quite 
OIK of it But as our peop e were cxpolcd to a great 
fire, and eve. y 11 reel was enfiladed from the fort, 
they retitated towards the center of the Pettah, and 
theic tooft pofl, detaching fomc pickets in the ftreet 
to the right and left, which was all that could be 
done till day light. 
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The French having made a difpofition for that 
pinpofe, at day -break artacUed our parties on all 
fides, who aitei near two hours warm difpure, were 
obliged to abandon the Fctiah, (leaving tour guns 
behind them; with tiie lofs ot two hundred and two 
men m the addon and retreat. U he enemy fuffered 
no lefs in point ot numbers, but we bad a mofl fef- 
fential difadvantage in the lofs of eleven officers of 
approved worth and bravery. The army was ftill in 
a condition to have undertaken fomething of confe- 
quence, but the advanced feafon, the fcarcity of pro- 
vifions, and the discouragement of an untuccefLful 
attack, were reafons that julllv determined them to 
go into .cantonment at Conjevcram. 

In the neighbourhood of Trichinopoly, near El- 
lavanafore, is a tlrong place called Tagada, held by 
Kiflnarcnze, an ally to the Nabob, who had been 
very troublefome to the French, and frequently, with 
the affiftance of the garrifon of Trichinopoly, beat 
fever.-! of their parties. His little fort was by fitua- 
tion almoft impregnable, but wanted ammunition to 
holdout agamit fuch a force as the French were now 
rtfolved to fend agamfl. it, 

Captain Smith apprized of their defigns, and 
having intelligence that a confiderable party of the 
enemy were aftuaily marching againft it, confiding 
of one hundred European infafttry, forty huffars, 
five hundred black horfe, fourteen hundred fepoys 
and matchlocks, and five pieces oi cannon. Captain 
Smith had the precaution to throw into the place 
three companies of lepoys, under the command of 
ferjeant -major Hunterman. Afterwards he detach- 
ed lieutenant Raillard with forty Europeans, fix com- 
panies of fepoys, three fmall guns, and a large fup* 
ply of ammunition, with orders to proceed within a 
night’s march of Tagada, and then to forward the 

ammu- 
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ammunition with one company of fepoys : and from 
the particular fituation of Tagada, he had great 
hopes of throwing in this fopply with fafety. Be- 
fore the party reached Volconda, the Nabob’s horfe, 
in number one thoufand, marched and joined them. 

T-iE enemy having Colledted all their forces, 
made four feveral attacks on the town of Tagada. 
'I'hey brought two guns to each gate, and ordered 
two parties to efcalade the walls. The attack conti- 
nued a confiderable lime, till at length a party forc- 
ed a paflage at One of the gates, and brought four 
guns into the town, fo that it was with great difficul- 
ty the garnfon could gain the rock, where there were 
feme provifions, ammunition, and water. They fent 
word to lieutenant Raillard that they would hold out 
till he came to their relief, which they defired he would 
do as fpeedily aspoffible,as they hadjoftnear one-third 
of their people ‘in the late attacks The enemy fuf- 
fered much more, having thirty Europeans, and two 
hundred fepoys killed and wounded. Kiftnarauze, 
with all his horfe, and fepoys, marched in the night 
from Tagada, and the next day joined lieutenant 
Raillard, by whofe advice it was determined the next 
morning early to attempt the relief of Tagada. 
They marched accordingly, till they came within two 
miles of the fott, where, upon the appearance of the 
enemy, they halted and began to cannonade. This 
gave time to the French to bring up their artillery. 
Upon the iirft difeharge of the field -pieces, the Na- 
bob’s horfe fled with the utmoft precipitation, nor 
could all the intreaties of lieutenant Raillard and 
Kiftnarauze bring them back. This happened be- 
fore the enemy’s infantry appeared. Soon after our 
fepoys feeing tbemfelves abandoned by the horfe, 
took :a -panpic and fled likewife. About two hun- 
dred, ewefly officers, remained with the Europeans 
gnd Topgffisr who guarded the guns, and were en- 

endeavouring 
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endeavouring to make good their retreat to a village r759. 
about a mile in their rear •, thefe being in fome dif- 
order, were hard puftied by the enemy’s European 
cavalry and fome infantry, who having taken pof- 
feffion of the guns, our whole party was entirely 
routed, the Europeans and Topafies either killed or 
taken prifoners, many of the iepoys cut to pieces, 
and all difarmed. Lieutenant Raillard, who was on 
horfeback during the engagement efcaped being made 
prifoner, but did not long furvive the dilgrace of his 
defeat, for it made fuch an imprefBon on him as 
doubtlefs produced his unfortunate end. Having 
no cartridges to load his arms for his fatal defign, 
he bruifed himfelf fo much with repeated ftrokes on 
the breaft and head with his piftols, that he fell off 
his horfe and expired, about five miles from the feene 
of adion. As he was found there with no other ' 
marks of violence, it is evident he deftroyed himfelf 
in the manner above mentioned. 

The mifearriage of this brave man was owing to 
his impatience at the cowardice of the Nabob’s horfe: 
for as loon as they broke, he left his own troops, 
who were in need of his prefence, and might have 
profited by it, and rode among the broken cavalry, 
vainly attempted to rally thofe who were alike in- 
lenfible to his exhortations or reproaches. Soon af- 
ter ferjeant Hunterman furrendered the fort of Ta- 
gada upon honourable terms. 

The French, to make a diverfion to the Ibuth- 
ward, and alfo to have at hand a fufficient force to 
furprize Trichinopoly upon the firft favourable occa- 
lion, marched a large body of men towards Serin- 
gam. An advanced party of them were difeovered 
from the Golden Rock, near Trichinopoly, and a 
fally was made from that garriibn with Ibme Euro- 
peans, fepoys, and tlie Nabob’s horfe, who came 

upon 
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lycg. upon them in the night and took one officer, thirty 
(»— Europeans, forty CofFrees, and lepoys, and killed 
or difperfed the remainder of the corps, taking alfo 
their arms, baggage, and ammunition, with two 
Eeld*pieces. The main body of the ^French army, 
confifting of above a thoufand Europeans, continu- 
ing their march to Seringam, attacked and carried 
it, there being only two companies of fepoys to de- 
fend it. As this fmall body made a gallant refift- 
ance, the French, in refentment, nioft &:tmeful!y 
turned them out t)f the pl'-ce, and then i-.-nt their 
horfe after them to cut and mangle them, and fired 
grape fbot on fome that were then got to the glacis, 
by which means above a hundred were killed. The 
French left two hundred Europear.s at Seringam, 
and returned with the reft to join tl’cir array, fince 
which, one of their convoys going to Seringam was 
furprized by captain Smith who commanded at Tri- 
chinopoly. ■■ ; 

On advice of an efcort being at Utatore, captain 
Smith detached a party of fifty Europeans and fome 
fepoys to intercept it. The French marched an 
equal force from Seringam for the procedion of 
their convoy. Captain Smith, as icon as he found 
•they had weakened their force at the. Pagoda, attacked 
it with the remainder of his garrifon from Trichino- 
poly. As he received a wound in the attempt, it bad 
no other confcquence than that of bringing back the 
French detachment. Our party in the mean time at- 
tack! the convoy in Utatore, took tv/o officers, with 
thirty-eight grtoadiers, and difarmed three hundred 
■ftpdys, carrying off or deftroying ali the ammunition 
apid’provifions. 

this, caj^ain Smith, with the affiftance ot 
theRih;^^T|h|ore and Tondeman, retook feveral 

communication with Se- 
^ ringam. 
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ringam, till at length M. Lally, thinking the place 
in danger, reinforced it with a body of horfe, andv— v— J 
two hundred European infantry. 

It has been already related that three hundred of 
colonel Coote's battalion were brought by the China 
fliips m September, and that he arrived himfelf with 
the remainder of his corps in the Queenborough 
and the three Indiamen on the twenty- feventh of 
Odlober. As foon as colonel Coote landed, the ne- 
celTary preparations were let about for his regiment 
to take the field. It was in this interval that the ene- 
my fent the large detachment afore-mentioned to the 
fouthward, and pofiefled themfelves of Seringam. 

The Prefidency apprehending they might extend 
their defigns againft Trichinopoly, recommended to 
colonel Coote to proceed with all expedition to join 
the army at Conjeveram, and to form an attack 
againft fome of the enemy’s polleffions in that neigh- 
bourhood, in order to draw their troops from the 
louthward. The army accordingly marched from 
Conjeveram the twenty -fifth of November, and the 
next day a detachment under major Brereton inveft- 
ed Wandewalh. Two batteries were ere&d with 
great expedition, they were opened the twenty- 
ninth, and a fummons was then fent by colonel 
Coote to lieutenant Mahony, who commanded in the 
garrifon, to furrender. He very properly returned 
for anfwer, that he would defend the fort to ths 
laft extremity. 

On the thirtieth, a breach being made, the Kii!'=*- 
dar, or Moorifh Governor, fent to treat with the 
colonel, offering to pay a fiim of money, and deli- 
ver up the French garrifon, upon condition of his 
being continued in the government of the fort ; but 
before any agreement was perfedted, the French fol- 
dieis, fearing the intrigues of the Riliedar, got upon 

the 
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the walls and calling out to our people, declared 
they would deliver up the garrifon. Five officers 
and fixty-three private men were made prifoners on 
this occafion, and aplaceof great confequencein this 
country, which had been often threatened by our ar- 
my, was at length taken without any lofs on our fide. 
I'here were five hundred fepoys in the fort, befides 
the Piuropean garnfon. 

From thence the army marched immediately to 
Carangoly, and on the fixth of December opened a 
battery againft that fort, which was defended by co- 
lonel O’Ktnnely, and one hundred Europeans, and 
five bundled fepoys. The breach was made the 
eighth, but there being yet a ditch, the paffing 
of which might have been attended with lofs of 
men, colonel Coote thought it better to grant the 
garrifon the terms of capitulation they demanded, 
which were, that the Europeans jfhould not be made 
prifoners, but have leave jo march to Pondicherry : 
and accordingly the fort was furrendered. 

The French troops which were aflembled at Ar- 
cot, being joined by thq,detachment from the fouth- 
ward, the fon of Chunda Saib, and the fon of 
the Killedar of Wandewafli, were fent with other 
cmifiaries to bring over a party of Morarow’s Ma- 
rattas. They had already a great number of coun- 
try troops brought in by M. De Bufly, who went 
with a few troopers as far as Cadapa, to pay a vifit 
to Bafaletzing on his return to Golconda, and not 
being able to perfuade that Prince to return with him, 
engaged one of his chiefs with a confiderable num- 
ber of country horfo and fepoys, and brought him 
1 with great ftate to Arcof. Thefe were joined, the 
of January, by Innis Cawn, Morarow’s chief 
officer, with three thoufand Maratta horfe, befides a 
number of foot, who followed them for plunder. 

The 
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The French force at Arcot confifted (according to 
the beft intelligence) of near two thoufand five hun- 
dred Europeans, and M. Lally himlelf refumed the 
command of the army upon this occafion. 

Colonel Coote. having polled his forces in a 
ftrong fituation between Cauverypauk and Arcot, 
not more than three miles from the advanced guards 
of the enemy, remained there in order to cover our 
dillridls in the bell manner he could againft the ra- 
vages of the Marattas, who were difperfed on all 
fides in fmall parties on purpofe to driyc off the 
cattle, plunder the inhabitants, and deftroy the pro- 
duce of the country. The army with colonel Coote 
confifted of two thoufand one hundred Europeans, 
(including the artillery, the cavalry, and officers of 
all denominations) about four thoufand fepoys, and 
fifteen hundred country horfe. The great number 
of cavalry on the fide of the enemy rendered it in- 
difpenfably neceffary for us to take into the fervice 
as many of the beft as we could procure, notwith- 
ftanding'the immenfe expenccj for without them the 
army would have been ablblutely unable to keep the 
field, as it would have been impoflible to have fup- 
plied it with provifions. 

The day after the jundlion of the Marattas, M. 
Lally moved with his whole force from Arcot by the 
road of Wandewalh, but on the fecond day, a party 
turned towards Conjeveram, who ranfacked the 
town, but could not get poflellion of the fort, being 
repulfed in the attempt, by an officer with two com- 
panies of Sepoys. Colonel Coote, upon this intelli- 
gence, marched with all expedition from Cauvery- 
pauk to Conjeveram. Upon his approach, all the 
enemy’s parties retired from that neighbourhood, and 
joined their main body at Papatangel, a town upon 
the road from Conjeveram to Wandewafii. 

6 The 
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j 750.' enemy’s defigns proved to be againfl the kt- 

ter place, where captain Sherlock commanded with 
one hundred and fifty Europeans, and eight compa- 
nies of fepoys. The fixteenth in the morning, the' 
enemy attacked the Pettah adjoining to the fort, and 
after a ftout refiftance from three companies of fe- 
poys, commanded by an enfign of the fepoy efta- 
blifhment, lodged themfelves there, and let about 
erefting a battery. The twentieth, they began to fire 
againft the wails from one twenty -four pounder and 
three eighteen pounders. 

Wandewash was thought a place of too much 
confequence to be fuffered to fall without making 
Ibme attempt to relieve it; therefore, though the 
enemy might have fome fuperiority in Europeans, 
befides their multitude of Blacks, it was determined 
to march the army towards them. 

It had long been debated at Madrafs, and was al- 
ways matter of doubt with many members of the 
Council, whether it v/ould be expedient to hazard an 
aiftion at fo critical a time, for nil the arrival of the 
good news from Bengal, the affairs of the coaft bore 
a melancholy afpeft. The enemy had greatly the 
fuperiority in European horfe, which would have 
led on the Marattas to defiroy our army totally in 
cafe of a defeat. They had already plundered and 
deftroyed the country, and encrealed the fcarcity of 
provifions to fo great a degree, that the cry for rice 
both at- Madrafs and in the army, was exceedingly 
alarming. The army alfo made continual demands 
for their pay, when the country was entirely exhauft- 
ed of cafh. At length a velTcl arrived from Ben- 
gal, with the welcome news of the eftabhflrment of 
peace’ and tranquillity in that province, and the 
long expedted fupply of money. 

8 This 
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This was a great relief to the piefcnt anxiety, and 
gave fpint to our counfels, as well as to the army 
and our allies, and muft be fuppofed to have had 
fome eBed on an enemy that v.'as naturally prefump 
tuous. But thefe chcumtlances did not caufe the 
Governor and Council to aft with kf. precaution. 
Still dubious of the event, they approved of colonel 
Coote’s march towards the enemy, bur at the fame 
time ftrongly recommended to him to k' cp Chenga- 
laput and Carangoly in his rear- that he might be 
fupplied with provifions, and have his retteat to 
Madrafs fccured, in cafe of any unfavourable event. 

Colonel Coote, be'ng determined to march the 
army towards the French, took poft at Outremaloor 
the feventeenth, and judging by his advice from 
captain Sherlock, that the breach in the fort might 
be piafticable, the twenty-fecond he refolved to 
make an effort to rajfe the fiege that morning for 
this purpofe he marched with the whole army the 
twenty-firff in the evening, and encamped at Tiin- 
borough, about ten miles Irom the enemy, wheie he 
gave out the following orders. 

Tiinborough Village, January ar, 1760, feven 
o’clock ill the evening. 

The army to march to moirow at fix o’clock by 
the left upon the taps beating, which i, to be looked 
upon the fame as the generals beating, it is to form 
and be ready to march olf immediately alter. All 
the cavalry and five companies of fepoys to form the 
van of the army, except two hundred Black hoife, 
who together with three companies of fepoys are tc 
cover the baggage in the rear. The army ro obisrve 
the os ders given out the twenly-feventh o: Decem- 
ber, which were, that the fuff line cenfiff of eolonei 
Z Jo. apes ’;j 
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1760. Draper’s rigiment on the right, colonel Coote’s on 
w'V '-' and the Company’s in the cetitre; the ar- 

tillery to be divided as ioHows ; tour pieces on the 
right, ivur on the left, and t'-vo pieces between each 
interval, making in all twelve in the firlt line. The 
ll’cond line to confifl: of the grenadiers of colonel 
Draper’s, colonel Gcote’s, and the Company’s, with 
one piece of cannon upon each flank, who are to 
term two liundred paces in the rear of the firft line: 
an eight inch ho’.vkz to be between the two lines. 
Major Brercton to command tire right of die firft 
line, major William Gordon on the left, and major 
Robert Gordon the centre. Major Monfon to 
command the fecond line. The cavalry to be divid- 
ed into five fquadrons, the Europea.ns to make the 
centre fvjuadron. The names of the jemidars, who are 
appointed to command, to be giv'en into the comman- 
ders in chief to-night. When the line forms, the ca- 
valry will have orders to form about fifty paces in the 
rear of tlie fecond line, having a proper interval be- 
tween each fquadron : at the, fame time the five com- 
panies of lepoys who fupported the cavalry are to form 
upon the right of colonel Draper’s regiment, and the 
five companies of fepoys, that were in the rear of the 
line of march, to form on the left of colonel Coote’s 
regiment, five companies who wei'eon the left flank 
of the line of march, are to form in the following 
manner ; two on the right of the fecond line, and 
two on the left, and one on the rear with the caval- 
ry. The whole army,, as well Europeans as Blacks, 
are to have a green branch of Tamarind tree fixed 
on their hats and turbans, hkewife on the tops of 
the colours, in order to dillinguifli them from the 
enemy. I'he commanding officers of corps are to 
take particular care that their refpedlive corps are 
properly told off, and that the men knorv their-right 
and left-hand men and file leaders. They are to be 

cautioned 
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cautioned not to give their fire till they are ordered by j ^ 
their refpedtive officers, &c. &c. 

The army marched at fix o’clock In the morning 
of the twenty-fecond, agreeable to the oiders that had 
been given out the day before for that puipoic. 
About feven o’clock our advanced giuid of hoife 
and that of the enemy began to fire at each other, 
upon which captain Baron deVaflerot who com- 
manded the cavalry, was ordered to form them in 
order of battle ; he was fupported by five companies 
of fepoys and tvro pieces of cannon, and colonel 
Coote advancing himlelf with two companies of fc- 
poys, obliged the enemy to retire to their main body 
of horfe, which confifted of two hundred Europea ; ; 
and three thoufand Marattas on the left. As tiie 
whole of our cavalry advanced, that of the enemy 
retreated in pretty good order, till our cannon, which 
was extremely well lerved, obliged them to letne 
precipitately. The major of the brigade was then 
lent to the aimy, which was about three quarteis oi 
a mile in the rear, with orders for them to form the 
line of battle, but not to advance till the colonel had 
joined them, who foon after, having taken pofleffion 
of a tank, which the enemy’s cavalry had occupied, 
returned to the line, which by rhat time was foiri- 
ed. After reviewing the whole, and finding tl e 
men alert and eager to engage, he ordered the army 
to move forwards. About nine o’clock they rr r. cd 
at the poll they had driven the enemy from, v,h.(b 
was about two miles from their camp, and haired in 
their view near half an hour, cluiing which time co- 
lonel Coote went %'’e:y near to them, and reconnoitred 
their firuation. Upon finding they weie ftrongly 
polled, and his flanks expofed to the enemy’s cai ai- 
ry, which was gteatly fuperior to his own, he order- 
ed the army to match by the right in order to gain 
the advantage of a hill about three miles ddlanr, and 
Z z near 



W A R on the 

1760. Re.u two ni'lc-s from Wandewaih fort, and the horfe, 
v-^v^ whn h V. as. then in the front, to wheel to the right and 
left and form behind the fecond linej in order to make 
the ri'ar guard. Thus he covered his right flank with 
the lr.il, and harl ibme villages in his rear, to which he 
lent his baggage, and this motion obliged the enemy 
to alter their tii pofuion. Dining all this time they 
cannonaded each other, and llcirmiflied with their 
advanced roils and Maratta horfe, but the latter foon 
d f.ppeared and letuined no moie. The enemy af- 
ter making their fccoud difpofit,on, moved forv/ards 
under the cover of a bank. The cannonading then 
began to be fm.nt on both fides, and the two armies 
advanced biifidy rowaids each other. 

At twelve o'clock the enemy’s European cavalry 
ptilhed with a great deal of refolution in order to 
force oiir left, and come round upon our rear. The 
colonel immediately ordered up ibme companies of 
lepoys and two pieces of cannon, to fuftain our ca- 
valry, who had orders, when the enemy approached, 
to open to the nc.ht and left, which gave room to 
poui in grape- ihot upon the enemy’s horfe from the 
iwo pieces of cannon, the mufqaetry alfo galling 
their flank, while our cavalry wheeled and charged 
them m front. They were immediately thrown into 
cunfuflon, and pufned back above a mile from our 
Lit, iipon the icar of their own people. Our army 
now advanced upon the enemy, who kept their flank 
well coveted by a tank, till we approached near 
enough to perceive the difpofltion of their army, 
W'hicii was formed in the following manner. 1 he 
regiment of 1 orraine on the right in line of battle, 
the regiment .of Lally on the left with tiie maune 
formed into a colamn, and the brigade de L’lnde 
formed into anotlier in the centre, with two tanks 
covering their light and left, and fome broken 
ground in front. By this time it was near one 

o’clock. 
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o^cIock, and both armies continued ad\’ancing til! if^o. 
they came within the reach of mufquetry, v/lien a 
£hot from our guns fti iking one of their tumbr.Is, 

It blew up, by which accident, live of their guns 
became ufclefs to them : upon this majOr Erereton 
wheeled colonel Draper’s i-egimeut to the leit, and 
cliarged tneir left flank, which was executed unit 
great order and refolution, and much to the honour 
of that corps and their commander j colonel Coore 
feeing that regiment likely to fuffer I’rom a body of 
Black troops, together wicn their marines who were 
under cover, and flied very bnfkiy upon them, and 
at the fame time finding the enemy had reinforced 
their left with a picquet from Lally’s legiment, or- 
dered the grenadier company of Draper's, which was 
on the right of the fecond line, to fupport their own 
regiment, and having likewife two pieces of cannon 
playing upon the enemy’s flank, compkated the rout 
of that wing, who abandoned their cannon and fell 
upon their own centre, whicii was by this time, to- 
gether with their right, clofely engaged with our 
left. He then ordered up major Monfon with the 
reft of the fecond line, and placed him fo as to be 
able to fupport any part of our line, at the fame time 
flanking the enemy. About two o’clock their whole 
army gave way, and ran towaids their own camp, 
but finding that we purfued them, they quitted it, 
and left us entire mafters of the field, together with 
all their artillery, except three final! pieces, which 
they earned off. There were taken twenty pieces of 
cannon, three of which were twenty pounders, one 
twenty-four, and one thirty-two pounder. 

The French had eight hundred killed and 
wounded, two hundred of which we buried in the 
field, and we took two hundred and forty prifoners, 
of which number two hundred were wounded. We 

Z 3 loft 
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hil only iifcy-two Europeans, ofhccis included, in 
dit field of battle: there were befides one hundred 
and foity-onc wounded, of which fonie died of their 
wounds) : and among thefe w'as the gallant major 
Brereton, who had the honour to have fo great a 
Ihaie m the fuccefs of that gloiious day. 

Till; French army confined of two theufand twp 
hundied Euiopeans, including artillery and cavalry ; 
three hundu-d CofTrees, aijd betv/een nine and ten 
rlioufhr.d Black troops. They had twenty pieces of 
cannon in the field, and five in their batteries againfl: 
the ft. It, where they blew up a large magazine of 
po-vder upon their retreat. Our army amounted to 
ih entecn hundred Europeans, including artillery 
and cavalry, three thoufand five hundred Black 
troops j and all our artillery were fourteen pieces of 
cannon and one howitz. 

The principal perlbns among the prifoners who 
taken, were brigadier general de Buffy, Le 
Chevauer Godevile, quarter- mafter general. Of 
Tally's regiment, lieutenant-colonel Murphy, two 
captains and two lieutenants, Of the Lorraine regi- 
ment, one captain and one lieutenant. Of the In- 
dia battalion, two lieutenants and two enfigns. Of 
the marines, I,e Chevalier de Poete, knight of Mal- 
ta, who died of his wounds. All the above-men- 
tioned were Vi’ounded, except M. de Buffy, and an 
enfign of the India battalion. Colonel Coote in- 
dulged the.Q; gentlemen, together with M. Godevile, 
with leave to go to Pondicherry on their parole : but 
when he learnt that feveral officers on parole had 
been in the adion, he wrote to M, de Buffy and the 
other two officers to repair to Madrafs, according to 
the tenor of their parole : in anfwer to which, M, 
Tally fent to offer him their ranfom in money. 


So 
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So compleat a vidory over a fuperlor foice could jjCo. 
not hax'-e been obiained, but by the martciiy condud 
of colonel Coote, and the univcrfa! good behaviour 
of all the oSiccJS and men; and it would begieatin- 
juftice to pafs over m {Hence the exticordinaiy dili- 
gence and iliill of the olficcis of the astidery. 

The enemy retreated as faftas po.Tible to Chette- 
put, which is eighteen miles from the field of battle, 
and the next day ailembled the remains of their bro- 
ken army at Gingee , but the twenty-fixth, M. Dai- 
ly thought proper to retire within the walls of Pon- 
dicherry. Our cavalry, being fatigued, weie not able 
to purfue them the evening of their defeat, but the 
/next day colonel Coote fent out two detachments to 
harrafs the enemy ; and upon advice of M. Daily’s 
retreat, he fent frelli orders to captain De Vafferoc, 
who commanded the horfe, to deftroy the Fiench 
country round Pondicherry, as M. Daily had done 
by the environs of iVIadrais. To pi event hts being 
interrupted in this expedition by the Marattas, who 
were then between Arcot and Chetteput, the colonel 
wrote to Innis Cawn, to adverdie him that, fince he 
had {hewn by his behaviour in the late adion, as 
well as by the whole tenor of his condud, that he 
came not into the country as a foldiei , but only as a 
plunderer and marauder, he muft now immediately 
quit the country, or hefliould be compelled to it, and 
if intercepted, he mufl. exped no quarter for himfelf 
or his tioops. 

The Maratta general, fenfible of the fmall benefit 
he reaped from his alliance with the French, who 
were in no capacity to pay him, decamped without 
hefitation, and went off to his own country ; and 
captain De VafTerot proceeded without int-iruption 
to lay wafte the bounds of Pondicherry. This was 
not done as a mere ad of retaliation, but as a very ne- 
Z 4 ceffary 
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Ci fi'try ftcp towards the redrction of that place, as it 
j hi’:k t tenor into tae inhaOitants promoted the dif- 
pohr.cd to deferr, aud alainnng the Black people 
wr 'i the dread of a fiegc, caUi'< d them to move off, 
and th'piivcd the gtinion of the neceffary affilfancc 
or tiic- C'o.eys. lx files t.iis, captain De Vaffeiot 
tool; four tkouland head oi cattle. 

0\- the tvvcntv eighth, colonel Coote marched to 
Clct’.e['Ut, and began to eieCl batttnes, at the fame 
time fu'uiron’ng the Chevalier De Tilly, who com- 
mandetl there, to furrenocr, vv'hich he refirfed. The 
next day, after a bieach was made, the garrifon 
furg cut a Bag of t;t.re ?nd furrendeicd pihbners 
of war. Heie v.eie lour o.nceis, fifty-four Euro- 
peans, befides feventy-three who had been wounded 
m the battle of Wandewafli, and wcie at that time in 
the hofpital; and three hundicd fepoys. In the 
fort were taken nine guns, and a large quantity of 
ammunition. 

Captain Smith having been detached after a 
fuall party of Fren.ch and fepoys, with two brafs 
ei.glit pounders, icuuned v/nh them the thirtieth, and 
aiib brought m a captain of the Lorraine, regiment 
and thiee Fiench commiffanes. And major Monfon 
iiaViOg duo.'. n a few {hells into the toit of Tim- 
meiy, it fonn firrendered, and twenty Europeans 
were made pr.fouers. 

Coi ONEi, Coote immediately after the battle of 
WandewaOr, fent orders to captain Wood to inveft 
Arcot. He fooii got poffcffion of the Fettah, hav- 
ing routed Zulaphci zing’s forces, and taken his 
whole camp. On the Iccond of February he was 
joined by colonel Coote, who marched with the 
whole army, and encamped within two miles of the 
- pI.Kc. 1 he fame day he began to ciedl batteries 

againft 
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againft the fort. Tv/o of five eighteen poundeis, 
againf!: the curtain be ween the no.th weft comer 
tower and the gateway, one oi two eighteen and 
one tv<?enty-four pounder againft the tower and 
curtain weft of the fouth-wcft comer tower, and one 
of a twelve pounder againft tlie nouh gate, to en- 
filade the Vvelt front. 

The next day the enemy threw a number of 
fhells from the ganifon without any effed. The 
battel ies were opened on the fifth, and the next day 
two ot our guns were diiabled, and two men knJed 
and four wounded. 

On the eighth, colonel Coote having earned on 
his approaches to thefouth-weft\ within two hundred 
and fixty yards of the creft of the glacis, and thofe 
to the weft within two hundred and fifty, fumnioned 
the garrifon to fut render. He recen'ed for anfwer 
from captain HufiTcy who commanded there, that in 
cafe he was not relieved in fix days he would then 
deliver up the garrifon, on being allowed the honours 
of war. 

Upon this, hoftilities v^ere re-commenced, and 
fome of our men were wounded at the batteries and 
in the trenches, by the enemy’s Ihells and fire-balls. 

Our whole lofs amounted to no more than feven 
men killed and fixtecn wounded : for the next day, 
the appi caches being earned on within fixty yards of 
the creft of the glacis, the garrifon furrendered pri- 
foners of war. 

Colonel Coote took pofieflion of the fort of 
Arcot the tenth of Febiuary, and thereby not only 
reftored to the Nabob the capital of his dominions, 
but greatly weakened the French force in India, by a 

capture 
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ci|;tu!c of two hundred and thiity fa?: Ifuropean fol- 
diers, three captains, and eight fubakcins. 

M. Lally, imiTiediately after Ins defeat, fent or- 
ders to recall his troops from Scringamj by wijich 
means he augmented his army v/ith a great reinforce- 
ment of Europeans (near five handled horie and foot) 
but at the fame time being obliged to abandon 
that part of tiie countiy, all thofe va'rable d'fiudls, 
Jicm whence the Nabob draws fo conflderable a part 
of his levenue, and, without \.hich, Trichinoply does 
not produce enough to defray tlie ordinary expences 
of the garnfon, v. ere now left to be vifited by his 
feveral renters and colleftors without molcftation. 

Rcar-Admiral Cornish, ariivcd at Madrafs 
the twenty third of February, with fix fhips. As the 
French had no fleet upon that coaft, he had no ob- 
je£l but to co-operate with the land forces however 
the Falmouth meeting with the Haerlem in her way 
fi om Merguy, obliged her to run afliore two leagues 
to the northwaid oi Fondichciiy. 

Th L ganubn of Permacoil and Alaraparva having 
lurrendcred prifoners of war, colonel Coote proceed- 
ed with the aimy to attack Waldour and block up 
j'onclrhcrry by land, and at the fame time major 
IVIonfon, with the chief engineer, feven gunners, and 
fii'ty pioneers, embarked on board the fjeet in Older 
to begin the fiege of Carical, with the afilfiance of the 
ihaiines. They were to be joined by foity of the 
artillery, one hundred Europeans, and two thoufand 
fepoys, from Tiichinopoly. 

The fleet arrived in the road of Carical the 28th 
of March, and at five in the evening major Monfon 
landed with the pioneers and three hundred marines, 

about 
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about four iruies to the north of Carical They 1560. 
inarched diredlly to the town, and took poirefGon of 
it the next morning, with very little lok; but find- 
ing themfelves annoyed by a redoubt sn the!r rear, 
called Fort Dauphin, they threw into it fome ilieils 
the thirtieth at night, on which the enemy abandon- 
ed it, and retired to Fort Lewis. 1 his opened their 
communication with the country, and fupplicd them 
with provifions. By the firil of April they had finifhed 
a battery of four eighteen pounders, and being joined 
by the Nabob and the reinforcement they expeded 
from T nchmopoly on the third, they inveffed the place 
on all fidcs that night. By the fifth they had eieded 
feveral batteries, breached one baftion and difmonnt- 
ed feveral guns, when major Monfon received advice 
that M. Lally had fent one hundied and fifty Euro- 
pean horfe within twenty miles, and four hundred 
loot as far. as Chillambrum to relieve the place. Im- 
mediately upon this intelligence he fummoned the 
commandant, and after a little difficulty, the place 
was given up and the garrilbn made prifoners of 
war. It confided of two hundred and fix Euro- 
peans including officers, and two hundred fepoys. 

The fort is a fmall fquare with ravelins before each 
curtain, a falfe bray half round, a good ditch with 
fome water, a covered way palhfadoed, and a good 
glacis with bomb-proof places in the different works 
for five hundred men. The failors were of great 
fervice in landing the ftores, which they difembarked 
in the night ciofe to the enemy without lofs. 

Major Monson marched next to Chillambrum 
and fummoned the garrifon, who by their anfwer 
feemed determined to ftand an attack, but in the 
night fome pioneers who were carrying fafeines to a 
battery, miftook their way and marched 1 ight againft 
th® fort. The French, apprehending they were com- 



jng kuuers to fcale the wall, ciied out that they 
funt-ndeied at difcretion. They were no more than 
forty Europeans, with fix ofiiccis, and between two 
and three hundicd fepoys and I'opafics, ;\bout half 
chat number were at the fame time in garrifon at 
Verdachilum, who inriendeied allb foon after. Ma- 
jor Monfon in the beginning of May joined colonel 
Cootc, having m tiic fpace of a month done gieat 
fervice to the Company by depriving the French of 
veiy valuable pofflffions. I'he maimes were reim- 
b.mked, and Cornifh about this time was joined 
in the road of Fort St. Da-vid by vice admiral Ste- 
vens with five fliips from Bombay. The arrival of 
the Norfolk and Panther, on the i4tli of June, en- 
creafed the fquadron to thirteen fail. 

Colonel Coote, having taken Waldourand Vil- 
lenoure, encamped in the front of that village, with 
his left on the defeent of the Red hill, about four 
miles from the town of Pondicherry, and a mile and 
a half from Oullagary where the enemy ftill kept 
poll. He threw up redoubts in the feveral avenues, 
as they did alfo on their part, and the advanced par- 
ties were within mufquet Ihot of each other. During 
this time the French made thiee attempts on Cud- 
dalore j in the firft they earned fnT fevenly fick ma- 
rines and lailors, and in the two lad weie repulftd 
with iofs. 

While the Englifii, depend ng on their own bra- 
very, receie-ed only fomc flight affiftance fiom the 
Nabob, whofe caufe they had fupported at the ex- 
pence of fo much blood and treafurc, the French 
■were feeking for fome tuibulent neighbour whom 
they might prevail on, by promifes of territory, to 
introduce an army into the countiy, and by calling 
off our troops to the preieivation of the parts invad- 
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ed, divert them fiom their operations againft Pon- 
dicherry. 

It was in vain to tempt the King of Tanjore 
with the promife oi’ conntnes hereafter to be taken 
from the Nabob: but the flare of the kingdom of 
Maifibre afibitled the faireft opportunity for intrigue. 
The Young King, as has been already related, hav- 
ing been in a manner confined to his feraglio by the 
ambition of his uncles, was at this time kept as a 
ftate prifoner by Hydranaig, who, having the com- 
mand of the army, ufurped all authority, and was 
induced to employ it in the conqueft of the coun- 
tries round Tagada. This was to be his reward for 
affifting the French ; and the firft fervice he rendered 
them was to carry in fome cattle and provifions to 
Pondicherry. In this attempt the Maifforeans at- 
tacked a guard of twelve European and two hundred 
Black horfe and fome fepoys. 1 he Black horfe ran 
away, but the Euiopean horfe and lepoys, though 
quite furrounded, bi eke through the enemy and re- 
treated to camp with very little lols. J he Maiflo- 
reans in their return from Pondicherry were inter- 
cepted by a detachment from the army, and defeated 
with the lofs of forty men, two hundred horfes and 
all their camp equipage. 

To draw the Maifforeans from Pondicherry to the 
proteclion of tlieir own country, captain Richard 
Smith marched frem Trichinopoly With feven or 
eight companies of ncw-raifed icj^oys, and fuch of 
the country force as he could on a fudden get toge- 
ther ; and ainving on the frontiers of Maiffore, took 
two or three fmali forts, without oppofmon. This 
encouraged him to attempt Carnour, a barrier of 
fliength, and a key to the Maiflbre country. He 
fent toTrichmopnly for cannon, and under the cover 
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of them, paiTed a river in fpits of the garrlfon of 
Caiiiour, wlio endeavoured with two thoufand men 
to oppofe h:s pafTage. He erected two batteries 
againit tiic foit which had an cfplanade of four liun- 
t icd yar.is round, and at the fame time carried on a 
fan. At the end of ten days, finding the gainfon 
difpofed to fill render on honoiuable terms, he very 
readily granted them, and with little iofs or expence 
acquired a country whl; U produced five iach of rou- 
jxi'S />.r (t'-’t'.'/iw, and iccincd llich r.n opening into 
the Maidhre country as pieatly contributed to the re- 
ccliing of their troops iioni the afiiftance of the 
i icnch. 


It happened about this time tloat the Marattas 
had been ni motion to cohecl thtir annual tubute, 
and having fettled the C'hout for the country of 
JMaiiibre weie advancing to demand it of the Na- 
bob of Arcot. 'X he Prefidency of Madrafs, know- 
ing the prefent fcarcity of money in the province, 
and apprehending great interruption from an incur- 
fion of tbei'e plunderers, had the good fortune to 
pievail with them to flay Ibme time at the pafs in the 
mountains, tiil they fisould fend a p.oper perfon to 
fettle t!ic payment. 1 his fmall delay proved to be 
of the greatert confequence, for in that interval, the 
King Oi MauTore and his other minifters, to deliver 
their.felves from the tyi.inny of Hydranaig, engaged 
the Marattas to attack his forces and cut him olF-, 
and to induce them to the undertaking, alledged 
that it was ib'ely owing to him that their tribute had 
not been pari tl cm. 1 he Marattas immediately 
maichcd aua nil him, and he retned towards a fort 
which he had depended on for his lecurity, but the 
governor, though a cieature of his own, turned the 
guns againft hiiri. This uncxpedlcd change of for- 
tune obliged him immediately to recall the troops he 
had fent to the afliftancc of the i'rench, and to ufe 

all 
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all poffible difpatch in raifing more. The King, cn 
his part, having fatisfied the Maiattas for the ihare'' 
they had in this revolnuon, engaged them to afilft 
in compleating it, and at the fame time that he 
thus lemoved tlicm finm the province of Arcot at fo 
critical a juncluie, he fent to Madrai's to prop.fe 
terms of friendih’p, difiivowi.ig the proceedings of 
Hydranaig as a rcbeilious fubjefl. His mcT-gevras 
received with due refpeS:, and orders were immedi- 
ately fent to Caniour for ail hoililicics to ceail* on 
that fide. 


I 


M. Lall\* having detached tv.o hundred men to 
augment the gan ifon at Gingee, major Prefion was 
ordeted to take poll; at Ratelagranom in order to cut 
off the enemy’s communication w.th Pondicherry. 
He had already under his command fifteen hun- 
dred fepoys and as many Black horle, and be- 
ing now joined by a confiderable body of Euro- 
peans, he attacked fome ftrong pofts on the hills, 
and having earned two of them, elfeclually prevent- 
ed the enemy from moving out that way. In this 
fituation the two parties continued obierving each 
other’s motions. The army alfo remained inaffive, 
being greatly weakened by the detachment leiit ofr 
to major Prefton. 

At length, the rainy feafon drawing near, gover- 
nor Pigot and colonel Coote folicitcd the adm’ral to 
land his mannes, in order to affift in taking Arian- 
copang. They were landed at Cnddalore the 29th 
of Auguft, and arrived at the camp the next day. 
Colonel Coote immediately made a dffpofition for at- 
tacking Ariancopang by a detachment of eight hun- 
dred men under major Monfon, while he with the 
main body marched againft Oullagary where the 
French were ftrougly pofted. 
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M. Lall’/, who had intcliigence of this plan, re- 
fol .’cJ, by an ur.expecfed bold ftroke, at once to de- 
kii It and gain feme confiderable advantage over the 
leiaaindtn of the army. Accordingly about four in 
r! morning or the 3d he made four attacks at once. 
It)' the fignal of two rockets, on our four advanced 
rceloubts, where we had only fepoys v/ith a few gun- 
ners. I'he French weie rcpulfed, vdth lofs, at all ex- 
cept one which they fnrprv.ed and fer on fire, having 
m >de th.ce gunners pnlbners. 

Tan next night an'atteinj't was made on the redoubt 
near theXamat indTopc, Inch was a poft intended to 
fiiut i>p the town on that fide, and ftrongly guarded 
by European). 1 he .ittack was briik, and the offi- 
rtr who led pnihul w rh fuch determined refolution 
that he w.as killed on a limber which clofed the bar- 
lier, but the enemy was repulfed with lofs. The 
Company’s fliips aniving at this time brought major 
Monfon a commiffion of colonel, by w'hich he took 
rani, of colonel Coote, who, being fuperceded, im- 
iV-cdiately ictuei to Mcdiafs with intent to go to 
Bnftal, thouGii lie \vas fill to uram the command 
w'hi'ie he lemaintd on the coaft. When he left the 
camp, he gave power to colonel Monfon to make 
w-hal motions he Ihould think ]iroper with the army; 
V ho, biingio.ned by the battdion of Highlanners 
wlfch anived in the aforcfaid fbips, gave out oiders 
on the 9th at niiJnif’jit, for the whole army to at- 
tack the french polls at Oullagary l. hu'-ch and the 
ledoubts in the 8oun.l hedge. Major bmith. with 
the C' jinpany’s troops mai died directly to Oullagary 
wbeic the main liody of the enemy were pofted, and 
beginn' 'g his attack a little before day-ligiit foon 
drove them from ‘heir ground, took nine field- 
pieces, and puifnc:! them to a redoubt where they 
made feme ftand, but were foon forced from thence 
quite under the walls of rondicherry. Colonel Mon- 
I fon 
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fon had provided for intercepting them, having firft 
marched himfelf in purfuance of this plan with two 
regiments to furprize the Waldour and I'amannd re- 
doubts, and thus forcing his way within the Bound- 
hedge, cut off the retreat of the main body of the 
French which major Smith was to diive into his 
hands ; but the night being very dark, part of co- 
lonel Monfon’s detachment miftook rheir vvay, wh ch 
caufing a delay, the colonel, anxious for the luccefs 
of his plan, put himfelf at the head of the grena- 
diers and led them on. The enemy foon gave W’ay, 
abandoned three redoubts, and left behind them fif- 
teen pieces of cannon ; but the gieat advantage pro- 
pofed by this fuccefs was unfortunately loft, for co- 
lonel Monfon in the attack received a ftiot which 
broke both the bones of his leg, and the comman- 
der in chief being thus difabled at fo ciitical a junc- 
ture, the troops contented themfelves with fecuring 
the advantage they had gained, and took poll in the 
Bound-hedge. The next day the whole army en- 
camped at Oullagary, from whence ftrong detach- 
ments were-made to protefil the workmen in fortify- 
ing the redoubts they had taken, and another de- 
tachment marched to inveft Ariancopang. The 
enemy knowing it muft fall, withdrew the garnlbn 
and blew up one fide of the fort, which we loon re- 
paired and eftablilhed a poll there. 

The prefenr lofs which the army fuftained by the 
accident that had befallen colonel Monfon, and the 
confequences to be apprehended from it, induced the 
Governor and Council moil earneftly to entieat co- 
lonel Coote to lefume the command. Colonel Coote, 
equally convinced of the neceffity of his complying 
with their requeft, immediately let out for the army 
and arrived at the camp the 20th of September. 
The beginning of the next month, finding the ene- 
A a my 
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my v>ere ^kftro} ing the Blancherie and ftrengthening 
the gioui.d to the nc.ihwaid, he took three comp^ 
nicii of fepoys from the neaicO; port, and attacked 
them in three difi'ereat places. After an hour’s 
imait firing, he got poflctTion of a fmali redoubt 
which they were loitifying, and immediately ordered 
a party of pionceis to cloia the ^orge and endeavour 
to make it tenahl(% The fame night at twelve, it 
was attacked by thice hundred Euiopeans and feven 
companies of Icpoys, who got pofieffion, but were 
fcon daven out again. 

The feafnn of the Monfoon approaching, on the 
f th ot October colonel Coote ordered the whole line 
to 111 ike their tents and marcli by the left a mile 
and a half from their old giound, in order to encamp 
on a lull during the rains. 

The next day admiral Stevens, who lay off Pon- 
dicherry, fent in the boats of the fleet to ciit the Ba- 
leine and Hermione out of the harbour. They mov- 
ed off at one o’clock in the morning in two divifions : 
that which was commanded by captain Newfon at- 
tacked the Baleine, and lieutenant Gurry with his di- 
vifjon attempted the Hermione. They foon became 
mafters of both, notwithftanding they met with a 
flout refiftance from the fliips, and a fmart fire from 
the fliore and a floating battery. 

This fervice being elfeiSted, on the 23d the admi- 
ral having ordered five fhips to remain off Pondi- 
cherry, faded himfelf with the remainder of his fqua- 
dron to Trincomalay. Colonel Coote not being able 
to carry on any vigorous operations before the re- 
turn of the fhips, and knowing that whatever works 
he fhould conftrudl would moft probably be deftroyed 
find le?eiled by the rains, was folely attentive, while 
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the Monfoon continued, to cutting off all commu- 
nication between the garrifon and country. 

Therefore during that feafon nothing material 
was done but by major Prefton ; who being leinforc- 
ed by a confiderable detachment from the army, was 
particularly employed in blockading the fortrefs of 
G ingee, and intercepting the convoys which they 
continually attempted to fend out from thence to the 
relief of Pondicherry. Befidcs this eminent fervice, 
major Prefton with his ufual activity was trom time 
to time fending out detachments from his little army, 
to dilpoflefs the enemy of fuch fmall forts or polls 
as they had occupied, with a view to facilitate the 
means of ftealing in fupplies to the town. 

This brave and vigilant officer had the good for- 
tune to fee all his undertakings crowned with the 
fuccefs they deferved. ’ 

By the end of November the weather appeared to 
be fettled, and it was judged that the rainy leafon 
was over, therefore colonel Coote, defirous of bring- 
ing the befieged to terms, imagined he might greatly 
add to the diftrefs of a garrifon already weakened 
with famine, and mutinous through difcontent, by 
fatiguing them with the conftant alarm of fome bat- 
teries playing from a diftance on feveral parts of 
the town. The garrifon was now fo prefied with fa^ 
mine that the number of delerters encreafed daily, 
and what was the moft melancholy proof of their 
defperate fituation, fourteen hundred of the poor in- 
habitants were driven out of the town ; and when 
our advanced guard of fepoys ordered them to halt, 
they were fired at from the walls, both with mufque- 
try and cannon, and three of thofe unhappy wi etches 
were killed. They remained fome days in that de- 
A a 2 plorabk 
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plorable ftate, wirhout any thing fo feed on but the 
roots of grafs, till at length colonel Coote, finding 
they were, conftantly fired at as they attempted to re- 
turn to their habitations, permitted them to pafs his 
giiard and go inm the country. 

Tq give a particular detail of the approaches 
which were made to a fort that was not reduced 
tiiereby would be unneceliary. It was the vigilance 
and cor.auu: of colonel Coote and the fea officers 
that brought the garrifon to fuch extremity as to ob- 
lige them to furrender without bloodffied. Such 
was the Hate of Pondicherry, when a fudden ftorm 
of wind arifmgthe firft day of the year 1761, put the 
whole fleet into extreme danger, and deftroyed three 
jfhips of the line, the Duke of Aquitain, the Sunder- 
land, the Newcaftle, and the Queenborough frigate. 
The crews of the two laft with the ordnance and 
•ftores were faved, but thofe of the firft-mentioned 
periflied in the fea. Several of the other ffiips fuf- 
iered in the ftorm, but fortunately the Norfolk re- 
ceived little damage, and the admiral foon returned 
to his ftation, and continued the blockade of the 
harbour. 

M. Lai.i.y took great pains to avail himfelf of 
tlie accident which had befallen part of the fqiiadron, 
by endeavouring to perfuade the neighbouiing fettle- 
ments that the whole was deftroyed ; but finding 
himfelf fruftrated in his expeftadon of obtaining 
fupplies, by the diligence of the admiral, he wrote 
to colonel Coote in a fit of defpair ; and having fo 
often and fo publicly vowed the ruin of all the Eng- 
|iffi fetdements, and adlually deftroyed thole in his 
power, he delivertd up the important fortrefs of 
Pondicherry, without any conditions : for what ar- 
gument could he uige to exempt that place from the 
fate of Fort St. D^vid. 
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The number of prifoners amounted to two thou- 17614 
fand and fixty-feven. The artillery, arms, amrau- 
nition, and military ftores, were confiderable. 


So great a change of fortune was brought about by 
the condud of the civil and military officers, and the 
bravery of the troops: for when firft col. Cootecame 
upon the coaft, the Englilb army was greatly infe- 
rior in number to that of the French, yet under that 
difadvantage he gained the decifive battle of Wande- 
Wafli ; and thus not only fecured our own diftridsa 
but by fteadily purfuing his plan, without any con- 
fiderable reinforcement, had the glory of delivering 
the Engliih fettlements in India from their moft for* 
midable rival. 
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Che De, Adm. of the French fleet, anchors in Fort 


St. David's road 
-engages with Admiral Pocock, 

“bieaks the line of battle and bears away 
-his lofs 

-engages with Admiral Pocock a fecond time 


103 

165 

166 
178 

•^—avoids him 1 79 

hiS fleet, greatly fuperior to the Englifh, who they 

endeai our to avoid 313 

• efcape m the night and fad to Pondicherry 315 

Engiifti fleet, but give way with all the 
fail they can make 317 

—retreat to Pondicherry 318 

— ^on fight of Admiral Pocock’s fleet, weigh anchor and 
retreat to the iflands 321: 

Adlercron, Colonel, marches to the relief of Tnchino- 
poly 1 48 

•—takes pofleifion of Wandewafh 

• evacuates it and returns to Madrafs J49 

—and his regiment ordered to England 162 

Ahmed Abdalla, chief of the Pattans, marches to Delli and 

takes the Mogul and all hh Omrahs pnfoners, and after 
plundering the palace replaces the Mogul on his throne 

308 

marches to Agra, feizes the revenues, and ifTues Ins or^ 

ders to the Nabobs and Rajas to acknowledge hss fon 
Timur King of Lahore, whom he appo’ints to fuperm- 

tend Indoftan 309 

« — enters Delli a fecond time and places his fon T imur on 
the MoguFs throne 31 e 
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Alltoi CJccr, piaced on tbe throne of the Moguls by the 
iJimah. yg 

lakrii paioner with all hLs Omrahs by Ahmed Ab^ 
ilaili, who rt’j laces him on the throne 308 

* * - 111 irdercd by two Moors difguifed in the habits of 
laikci’fi 310 

Amet ShaWj a youn.’tprinccs his remarkable behaviour 159 
Amooitifow, tlic Maratta Vakeel, comes with the Nabob 
to Madia/; 155 

- — — alTaults TrepaLur, am! is killed 
Anaveub k av»n^ appointed Nabob of Arcot and confirmed 
by Navi^ruig 4 

Auiii ewi , > ' I fetit fi oni Madrafs, to take charge of the fac- 
toiy at \bi?:<Tpatam 271 

A*^gua, of Severndroog, turns pirate 12a 

-cMcihI > Ih'- D aiquefts fixiy leagues 1 21 

* — --lakcv th; D.uby Reftoration from the Englifli,and 

rhe Jupiter from the French 121 

* — ^-^throvvs off his allegiance to the Maratcas, who apply 
to the governor of Bombay for affiftance againfi: him 

X22 

attacks a Dutch fleet, burns two Ihips and takes a 

child 123 

— “-—on fveiug the Enghlh fleet abandons the fort of 
Geriaii itj 

^ — -tries to make his peace with the Marattas, who infift 
on being put io pofleifion of the fort 1 27 

Arabs, very uifolent and given to plunder 301 

plunder the Engliib fadiory at Gombroon 306 

Aicot, taken by colonel Coote 345 

Ariancopang taken by the Englifh 353 

Articles of agseement between the Company and the Raja 
of Vifanapoie fettled bv colonel Forde 271 

Articles of capituL.tiDn for Fort St. David 1 7^ 

^ — ^for Gombiooii 3 °^ 

— for V i fagapatam I3<5 

Ailiuc, Mr. the French commandant taken prifoner 71 
Aurciigaebe, tries to reduce the Marattas for twenty years, 
hut in vain 104 

d'Auteuih his meflage to colonel Lawrence 8 

^ — ~his inarch to furpiis&e Trichinopoly 14^ 

d’Auteml 
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d^Aiiteuiis difgraced for having fufFered C* Cailland to get 
mto Trkhinopoly 14Z 

B 

>A!lapa, comfnander of the Marattas, killed 63 

Balazerovi/, focceeds his father Budgerow in the go- 
vernment of the Marattas 104 

Bank remarkable, between the Cauvery and the Coleroon, 

defcribed 23 

Bazaletziog, vifited by M. De Bufly 534 

Bandermalanka taken by the French 1 35 

Bengal, bad news from thence prevents the Englifh from 

13s 

24a 

56 

2^0 


fupporting the Viceroy againft the French 
Black, captain, wounded through the leg in a fally 
Bombay 

Bonnagery, taken by the Marattas, who abandon it 
Brereton, Major, makes a fally fiom Fort St. George 


-takes the command of the army and furpnzes Conje- 
veram 264 

-—takes Trivitore 328 

——attacks Wandewafli, and takes the Pettah 329 

—— his behaviour in the battle of Wandewafti 341 

dies of his wounds 342 

Bourdonnais M. de la, his account of the Monfbon 322 

Buchanan, captain, and captain Forbes refufe a large bribe 
from the Marattas to put them in poffelEon of Geriah 

129 

Budgerow ofuips the government (of the country fouth of 
Guzarat) over the Marattas, and is called the Nanna 104 
Bufly, De, and his troops, ordered by Salabatzing to re- 
turn to Pondicherry 133 

— — takes pofieiEon of Ilydrabad, and fortifies it to defend 
hioifelf 134 

-plunders the Bazais 

IS reinforced from Pondicherry and takes Vifagapa- 

tam 135 

« — —taken prifoner 3^12 

C 

C Adapah, Nabob of, killed by the Marattas 156 

Caillaud, captain, his party, furrounded by the French 
in Tondeman’s country 86 

Caillaud 
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Caillmd mediates between the King of Tanjorc and Tonde- 


man, atid prei/ents hoftilitics 130 

—marches ouc of Tiichinopoly to the afEftance of Ifouf 
Caw II I3g 

•—goes agamft Madora 139 

1 — ^attempts to take Madura by furprize, is difappoiDted 

1 40 

-—turns the fiege of Madura into a blockade 141 

— — — deceives the French^ and relieves Tnchinopoly 142 
— ^ — marches from Tnchinopoly to bcfiege Madura: bat- 
ters in breach, and is repuhed 152 

'lands With a detachment at Madrafs 180 

-receives a major’s commiffion 183 


dent to get alEftance from the King of Tanjore, &c. 


gets feme troops of horfe from Mm and marches to 

Chengaiaput 195 

^lays a plan for furprifing Sadrafs, but is difappointed 

198 

^major, wounded at the taking of Conjeveram 265 

Calls chief engineer, his journal 205 

Carical, deferibed and taken 347 

Cauvery river 22 

Cauverypaofc, taken by captain Clive 20 

Chengaiaput taken by captain Clive 49 

Chiliambrum, taken by the French 58 

Choultry, deferibed 64 

Chout, or tribute, paid to the Marattas 105 

Chunda Saib, ferves as general under Dueft Alice Cawn^ 
who gives him one of his daughters to wife 2 

goes with the Nabob to the alliftance of the Queen of 

Trichinopoly» and under pretence of a vifit gets pof- 
feffion of the town, imprifons the Queen and puts 
the feveral competitors for the government to death 2 

• ^befieged in IVichmopoly, and earned pnfoner to Sat- 

tarah by the Marattas ^ 3 

•--—at the requoft. of Muxapherzing releafed from impri- 
fonment ^ ^4 

goes to Pondicheny, and gains over the French to join 

Muzapherzing, who appointed him Nabob of Arcot 5 
•—retreats with the French into Pondicherry ^ , 9 

•raifes an army, is alEfted by the French, and appoint- 
ed governor of Arcot by M, Dupleix i S 

2 Chanda 
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ChundaSaib marches with the French againft Trichinopoly, 
and invefts it 

is taken pnfoner by Monagee 37 

— and privately beheaded , his charaScr ^ 37 

Oive, captain, joins the aimy at "I ncbinopoly ; is font 
for to Madrafs to command the ficge of Arcotj which 
he takes ^ ^ 9 

' — commands at Arcot during the fiege 19 

failles out and takes all the enemy’s cannon and levels 

their trenches 

marches out of Arcot after the enemy, whom he to- 
tally defeats, and takes the forts of Timery,Cauverypauk, 
and Conjeveram 

— detached to cut off the fupplies of the enemy 3^ 

is furpnfed at Samieveram by the French, who take 

the Pagoda 3 3 

is m danger of bHng cut down by a French fepoy 33 
•^^ftorms and retakes the Pagoda, and beiieges Pitchunda 

34 

takes M. D’Auteuil and his whole party prifoners 36 

*— takesisCovelong and Chengalaput 49 

lands with the troops at Genah ^ 1 28 

• takes polTefhon of the fort 

fent from Madrafs to retake Calcutta 135 

— —detaches two thirds of the army from Calcutta into 
Golconda to prevent M. de Conflans from reinforcing 

M. Lally’s army 269 

Coffrees defenbed 35 

Coleroon river ^3 

Colguddy plundered by colonel Heron 102 

Coileries, defenbed 

Confians, De, commands the French^ army in Golconda, 
and marches to attack Vifanapore 269 

—-army encamped near Tallapool ^ ^ 272 

— — determines to cannonade colonel Forde in his camp, 

and is defeated by him ^73 

retreats after the battle to Rajamundry and Mafulipa- 

tam 275 

•--'•—and encamps two ipiles from the walls of Mafulipa- 

tam ^ ^79 

upon the approach of colonel Forde retreats Into Ma- 

fulipatam 

Confians 
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Con&ns, De, fends an officer to colonel Forde to aflc qnartir 
for the garnfon^ which is granted aSt 

Commiffaries^ at Sadrafs 79 

Congrefs, appointed by fdr* Saunders and Dapleix to be 
held at Sadrafs^ Mr* Palfc and Vaofittart feot on the be^ 
half of the Englifii, F* L^Avaur^ hL Dc Kcrjean and 
Dc Hiyfctt for the French 79 

Coop Saib, comes ot'er from the French and joins theEng- 
life army with one thoufand hoife and fourteen elephants^ 
&c. 36 

Coot bod€ens> treaty with Mr. Spencer 296 

Cootcj CoL joins the aimy at Conjtveram, and takes the 
command of it 333 

takes Wandewafii and Carangoly 334 

——marches to relieve Conjeveram 333 

marches to oppofe the French 337 

—gains a compleat vi£iory over the French at Wande- 
wafh 341 

^ — takes poffeffion of the French camp and artillery 
— takes brigadier genera! De Bnfly and Mr. Le Code- 
vifle, with ieveral other great officers, prifoners 343^ 
— deftroys the country round Pondicherry 343 

obliges Innis Cawn, the Marattageneral,to return home 


-takes Chetteput 
-A. cot 
-Parmacoii 
-Allamparva 
•Waldour 
-Willenour 
-Poiiclicherry 


344 

345 

34^ 

346 

34 » 

345 
356 

342 

346 


Cornifli, rear admiral, joins admiral Pocock 
arrives al Madrals 
Cope, Captain, marclics to the aiTiftance of Mahomet AI 
Ice Cawn 

Co7.a Abdallah Cawn, appointed Nabob of Arcot 
Cuddalorc, taken by the French 
Cumberland reduced from fixty-fut guns to fifty-eight 


•*' — in great diftrefs 


12 

3 

i68f 

314 

322 


D 


D 


Alton, captain, diflodges the French from Outatoor 


3 S 

■ftmt up in Trichijiopoly and in want ofprovifions 5/ 
4 Danes> 
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Dancs^ attack the King of Tznptcs pagodas 131 

pavecotalij taken by the Englifc who have a grant for it 
from the King of Tanjore 26 

* abandoned by the Englifc, the French take poleffioa 

oi it 181 

De Leyrit fucceeds M. Godeheu 1 32 

Dellij plundered for thiee days by the Pattans, who letlrc to 
Lahore 161 

Dcckan, a third part of the Mogul’s empire 101 

^-«^views of the feveral provinces in it 
Divf ifland, taken by the French from the Englifc 53 
Draper, colonel, arrives at Madrafs and marches to Wande- 
wafc 186 

makes a fally from fort St. George into the Black 
Town, and puts the French into confufion, who aban-- 
don their cannon 191 

— leaves the army and returns to England for recovery of 
fais health 264 

Deuft Alice Cawn, Nabob of Arcot x 

* 'killed in battle with the Marattas 2 

Dupleix, M. writes to Nazirzing and infills that none of 

the family of Anaverdy Cawn fhall ever govern Arcot 10 

and Chunda Saib lay a fcheme to alTalSnate Nazir- 

zing 

~ — alTociated with Muzapherzing in the government of 
the Deckan, aflhmes the Hate of an Eaftera Prince, and 
is proclaimed a Nabob 

•——proclaims Rajah Saib Nabob of Arcot, and by forgery 
got himfelf declared governor of the Carnetic, keeps his 
Durbar, and fupports the charader of Souba of the Dec-* 
kan 41 

— — falfe aflertion in his Memo! re, fee mfe 37 

^offers the Nabobfcip of Arcot to Mootis AHeeCawn 

42 

* -his manner of relating a lofs of 364 French fee 

mti 7 5 

~—forgery of the Mogul’s faneds deteded by Mr. Van- 

littart 8 r 

is fuperceded, and returns to France loi 

Dupleix Fateabat, built in 1750, and burnt by captain 

Clive 1751 14 
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E Lkvanafore taken by tbeFiencIi 14.^ 

E!lis, Mr. applied to by the inhabitants of Surat to 
recommend the fitting out an expedition from Bombay 
for taking pofieffion of the caflle and Iknka 290 

Llmiferaiii, furrenders to captain Dalton 32 

— — furrenders to Monagte 5g 

Enghfh and Frencii propofals go 

Eraclmoodm Cawn, fte Muzapherzing 4. 

d^Eftaing^ Count, tdken pnfoner ~ig2 

infeitsa ver) extiaoidiaaiy ckufe in the articles of ca- 
pitulation for Gombroon 30^ 


F itzpatrick, Lieut wounded through both arms 240 
Ford, CoL marches to Ndloure 145 

and batters it 1^6 

— —deferted by the fepoys and retreats 
— — is ordeied to the fouthward to prevent the dtfigns of 
the French againft Trichinopoly 

his CKpeditton to Golconda 268 

Forde^ CoL lift of the forces under his command 270 

embarked from Calcutta and arrives at Vifagapatam 

— joins the Rajahs army 271 

encamps within three miles of Tallapooi 272 

— — maiches to get between M. De Confians and Raja- 
mundry 

— ^ — forms in line of battle 273 

engages the French army 

after an obftinate difpute gains a compleat vi£lory 

-gets poffeflion of the French camp, baggage, ammu- 


nition and ali their artillery, except four field pieces 275 
delivers up the fort of Rajamundry to the Raja of Vi- 
fanapore 

-——marches towards Mafulipatam 

enters into an alliance with the Raja of Narfipore, 
and is reinforced with his troops 278 

- — —takes pofieffion of the Fiench camp near Mafulipatam 

279 

inveftsand takes Mafulipatam by ftorm 281 

Fort St* George befieged by M. t/ally 189 

—— fiege of raified 


French 



INDEX. 

French army, demand a fum of money of Tanjoiirbiit are 
lefufed 5 retire to Pondicheiry 5 

letreat in the night, and leave their artillery behind 

them B 

» — encamp near fort St» David 45 

-—march to Auiengabad, and are diflurbed by Ballazerow 
the chief of the larattas 52 

. — intrench near Trivedy 54 

. — attack a convoy going to colonel Lawrence, near Tri- 
vedy, and are repolfed 55 

^retreat to Alletore and Moutehillenour ^ 68 

' — —troops on the Ifland of Senngam reinforced from Pon- 
dicherry, crofsthe river, and attempt to efcaiade Trichi- 
nopoly ; take Dalton’s battery, and turn the guns agamft 
the town 73 

• are'repulfed with great iofs 74 

defigns to invade Taiijore with a party of Marattas 76 

flop the proceedings of the congrefs 8| 

march into Tondeman’s country with an intent to 

prevent him from fending any provifions to the Englifli, 
or joining them 83 

^ invade the King of Tanjoie’s country, take Kil- 

ly Cottah and Koiladdy, and make themfelves mafters 
of the bank, which they begin to cut m three or four 
places 89 

• — mveft Trichinopoly and cut olF the communication 
from the Engliflh ' 39 

——retreat, and encamp on the ifland of Seringam 94 
— — difpute the Nabob^s right to Velloure 1 17 

march an army to fupport Mootis Allee Cawii 

*— >endeavours to get the dominion of all the provinces of 
the Deckan 132 

— — ambitious defign difcovered by Ballazerow 133 

— — appear agamft and in veft Trichinopoly 141 

— — ordered to return from Tnchmopoiy to Pondicherry 

142 

—retake Ootremalour 147 

- — —plunder Conjeveram and are repulfed 150 

' — — remain ftrongly intrenched at Wandewaflr for two 
months 15 1 

» — —take Chetteput 152 

—receive a reinforcement from Europe 162 

—fleet anchor in Fort St. David^s road 163 

French 



INDEX, 

French army enter the bounds of and take Fort StDavid 164 
— .admiral breaks the line and bears away 165 

~ — their lofs in the battle on the 28th of Aprils 1758 166 

fleet forms a Iioe of battle 176 

-get off by favour of the night and anchor in Pondi- 
cherry road 179 

fail from Pondicherry road for the iflands 

fefflc a large Dutch fhip and carry it into Pondicherry 

180 

army abandon Seringam and the Eoglifli take poffef- 
fion of it 

take Nagore 181 

— march to Trivalour, and fend deputies to the King of 
Tanjorc to demand feventy lacks of roupees, a free paf- 
fage for their army through his country, and affiftance of 
his troops 

demand a fecond time five lacks of roupees; the King 

will give them but four 183 

p—— advance againft Tanjore and fire into the town, on 
which the negociation is flopped *84 

— encamp at the mount, take poffefiion of the Garden- 
boufe and inveft Madrafs 1 89 

~ — takes poffelSon of the Black Town ^ 

feize Sadrafs, turn out the Dutch foldiers, and garrifon 

it 18 1 

w^_feisc Poullicat, a Dutch fettlement 222 

fulcliers fent to guard three boats laden with ammuni- 
tion from Sadrafslo the Black Town, while afleep are 
overcome and bound fay the boat-men who land at Fort 
St, David 

— fpring a mine which is of no fervice to them 

evacuate their trenches, quit the Black Town, and 

raife the fiege of Fort St, David ^ 9 ^ 

aroiy ready to mutiny 265 

~ — abandon Narfiporcand retire to Mafulipatam 27S 
~~aimy of obfeivauon prevent colonel Foide's receiving 
fupplies horn Rajamundry ^79 

— -takes R.jamundry 280 

fhips, with Dutch colours, appear before Gombroon 
and take it 3^^ 

.break the artic*es of capitulation for Gombroon and 

blow up the hnglifh fa 3 :ory 3 ^^ 

——— fleet fiipeuor m number and force to the Englifii fleet, 

which 



INDEX. 

which endeavoured 3 n vain to provoke them to fight 313 
French Fleet efcape by hazy weather 315 

continue to retreat to Pondicherry 318 

— on fight of admiral Pocock’s fleet weigh anchor and 
make good their retreat to the iflands ^21 

French Army refolved to take Tagada 329 

— — party defeated near Trichinopoly 331 

army takes Seringam, and cut the garrlfon to pieces 332 

— --airembled at Arcot 334 

— defeated at Wandewafh 341 

— prifoners on parole 342 

repulfed at Cuddalore 348 

“-—retire under the walls of Pondicherry 352 

furrender at diferetion 356 


G Auzedey Cawn, BuckiOhee to the Mogul 4 

— appointed V iceroy of the Deckan by the Mogul 1 6 
~ — poifoned by his own fifter 53 

-«™Geriah, defenbed and taken 129 

Gingee, taken by the French 13 

dtferibed 43 

— — invefied and abandoned 44 

Gingens De, Capt. encamps under the walls of Trichino- 
poly 

Godeheu, Mr. Commiflary General and Governor General 
of all the French fetclements, arrives at Pondicherry 
from France, fuperfedes M. Dupleix, and introduces his 
propofals fora fufpenfion of arms to Governor Saunders 

95 

Godeville, Mr. taken prifoner by colonel Coote, who grants 
him his parole 342 

Gombroon, an Englifli fettfemerit, taken by the French 3 00 

Gore, captain, killed 318 

H .. 

H Ardwicke Indiaman, attacked by two French £hips 

286 

ijeron, lieutenant colonel, his expedition to colle£l the 
venues in the Madura and Tinnevelly countries 109 
• — ^—accompanied by Mauphus Cav/n i ro 

——arrives at Madura, takes the governor, with all bis 
B b treafure 
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tr‘"'’rurf, ard marches to Tiiinevelly ill 

liiTun, Liiut. Ccih fvtuxn^ to Madura 112 

— — u%c?vec by the Colicrics^ who lecover their Images^ 
n t iiiis to'i'nchiiiopohs and tried at a court- martial 113 
IIulLi..*, diicit fiom the French and enter the LngUlh army. 

j 

J Anie®, Commodore, joins the Maratta fleetj and fails in 
queft of Angru’b fleet 123 

-.t*' I revtntcd from coming to an aSion by the dilatori-* 

nefs the *\ I .r.*tta fleet 1 24 

— — talcs ^L\ I i^dioog and anchors off Bancote, which fur^ 
renders to him on a fummons 126 

— ' — anchors oft Dabul with an intent to attack it, but re- 
ceive^ ordvrs to leturn to Bombay 127 

• — • — lent to leconnoitrc Genah 

-joins the fleet under the command of admiral Watfou 

Jembikdhna and Seringam taken, the French furrender 
prifoners of war 3^ 

ingcrem, taken by the French * 135 

Johnflon, JMr. font to Vifanapore 270 

Journal, of the fiege of Fort St. George 205 

ilbuf Cawn, feat to the affiftance of Mauphus Cawn 137 
— — mar hes from I'richinopoly to join the Enghfli near 
Wadraf-^?, and in his way takes Ella\anafore 141 

Juncao, explained ico 


K 

K ilpatrick, Captain, fhot through the body, and pre- 
vented by the furgeon fiom fcmg cut to pieces by 
the hieiattas ^ 71 

Ksrk, Lautam, killed at the head of h^ grenadiers, who 
are immediate!) led on by captain Kilpatrick to revenge 
liiS death and rout the French army 66 

Kiilnarauze, an ally to the Nabob, Killedar of Tagada 

329 

Knox, Captain, detached to purfuc the enemy as far as 
Rajamundry 276 

. — -is joined by captain Maclean His feapoys throw down 
iht ir arms and difpcrfe 

• takes pofieffion of Rajamundry 

^ — detached agamft Narfipore and takes it 278 

EAI'*’ 
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L AlIy, M. arrives at PonJicherry from Europe 1 63 
— — takes fort St David, and blou's up the fortifica- 
tions 175 

~ — encamps in the bounds of Ncgapataoi, and demands 
of the Dutch Money, &c. cannon, ammunition and pro* 
vifions i S i 

— - — fends a third time an officer of rank, with aprieft, to 
treat the King of Tanjore, and to remain as hoftages fur 
the performance on his part 183 

~ — ^defeats his defign with the King of Tanjore by his own 
hafty temper 184 

defeated in a fally, raifes the fieges of Tanjore, and 

returns to Pondicherry 1 85 

takes Arcot, Tnpaflbre and Conjeveram Trinoma* 

lay, and fhews a defign to take Chengalaput but is pre- 
vented 185 

— attacks major Caillaud’s party at the Mount, and af- 
ter an obflinate difpute retreats 196 

• remarkable letter to the governor of Pondicherry in- 

tercepted by major Caillaud, and fent to Madrafs 199 
- — —raifes the fiege of Fort St. George 203 

retreats precipitately from the Black Town, and blows 

up colonel Lawrencejs country faot^f^ 2,61 

— takes poflefiion of Conjeveram, and fortifies it 

refumes the command of the French army at Arcot 335 

plunders Conjeveram 335 

— ‘ — defeated by colonel Coote at^Wandewafh 339 

— — retreats toChetteput, affembles the army at Gingee, 
and retires within tne walls of Pondicherry 343 

recalls his troops from Seringam 346 

— — ^attacks colonel Coote’s army and is repulfed 352 

— — furrenders up Pondicherry with the garrifon, prifoners 
to colonel Coote 356 

Lawrence, Colonel, marches from Madrafs to the aflift- 
ance of Nazirzing, and is appointed generallifimo over his 
army y 

— —informs Nazirzing of a defign againft him 10 

fets out for England 1 2 

- — returns from England and takes the command of the 
army 28 

— repulfes, the French and relieves Trichinopoly 29 
B b 2 Law* 
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l^awrence^CoL gains acompkat viclory over the Fiendi 31 
~ retires from the army on account of his health 40 
—his leafons againfl attacking Gingee 43 

embarks from Maclrafs^ and ai rives at Fort St.David 45 

— marches out to attack the Ficocb, who retreat to Pon- 


cheny 46 

— ^entamps at Trichanky, and attacks their advanced 
poll: at Villenour 47 

-.— encamps at Bahoor^ the Fiench aimy is ordered by 
fiL Duplcix to follow him, and arc deicated 48 

enters IViiedy with his troops 50 

— ^marche* to relieve captain Dalton at Tnchinopoly 57 
goes to meet the King of Tanjorc> and is elegantly 
entertained by him 58 

— arrives at I'richinopoly 59 

— ^encampsj and is detained 12 months for provifions 60 
—Mr. Pa!k^ is conirmfiioned to treat with the King of 
Maifore, but prevented by the french 6r 

- — marches intoTanjorc countiy and is joined by that 
King's forces 64 

Joined with recruits from England 

- — threatened to be attacked by the French 65 

^attacKS and defeats them 67 

his army reinforced by captain Ridge 69 

— attacks the French arm^y near the Golden Rock, de- 
feats them 71 

— — wounded in the arm 


— .cantons his troops in Koiladdy 72 

marches to the affiftance of the King of Tanjore 90 

marches with Monagee to the relief oi Trichinopoly 93 

cannonades the French 94 

—joins the army as a volunteer 150 

- — takes poft at the Mount, and ke«ps open the communi- 
cation between Madrafs and Chengalaput r86 

—reinforced at the Mount i8q 

—reinforces the garrifon at Madrafs 190 


f— - letter from him to the Governou giving an account of 
the fuperftitwn of the Indians, and the piadiccs of tb«r 
pnefts. Se0 IriUoduihon, 

Lorrain regiment mutiny, and declare tliidr refoluiion to 
* put the country under contribution, unlcfs they are paid 
their arrears in three days, which they icceive, and return 
to thiir nuartexs 26^ 
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M 

M AcleaHjCapt attempts to take Concale byftirprize 279 

is reinforced and takes it 

Madrafs, reinforced with troops from England 91 

reinforced 20^ 

befieged 1 90 

journal of the fiege 205 

the fiege raifed 262 

Madura, Governor of, cuts off a party of colonel Heron's 
troops, and plunders the villages about Tinneviliy 102 
Madura, defenbed 139 

deliveied up to captain Calllaud by treaty 153 

Mahomet Alice Cawn, Nabob of Arcot, Governor of the 
Carnatick, his title difputed by the French, which was 
the origin of this war t 

^ — upon the defeat of his father retires to Trichinopoly 6 
follicits with the Enghfli for affiftance to fupport him 
againft the rebels, and is joined by captain Cope at Wal* 
dore : his gallant prefent to Nazirzing 6 

~ — his camp is routed by the French 1 3 

Mahomet Ailee Cawn, elcapes from the French toTnehi- 
nopoly 15 

confirmed Nabafe. ^of 'Arcot, andJa fupported by cap* 

tain Cope 16 

^his charadler 107 

is diftreffed by the extravagance of his brother 1 08 

— advifed by the Englifh, and fettles at Arcot to fave ex* 
pences loS 

met by colonel Lawrence, Mn Palk^ and Mr. Walfh, 

and invited to Madrafs I15 

• — is received at the Company’s garden-houfe by the go- 
vernor, » &c* 

Mahomed Ifouf Caun, Soubadar ofNellourejhis character 85 
Maiflbre, King of, his Charadfer 103 

Maifforeans, demand Trichinopolp, but are refufed 39 
— — withdraw their troops from the Englifli army 39 
— — declare war againft the Englifh -Company, and are 
defeated by CL^ptam Dalton 53 

~ — they attack an advanced poft, and cut all the men to 
pieces ^ 54 

— ^ — fuppty Pondicherry with cattle and are defeated by the 
Enghfh 349 

B b 3 Marattas 



INDEX. 

Miirattas invade Arcot, and kill the Nabob in battle 2 
~ — cavalry cut the French fepojb to pieces 34 

* chiefs are at variance 39 

— —ejemand I'richinopalyj, and are reTufed ; feparate their 

troops 40 

- — -attack the Englifli camp and are repulfed 54 

— -and iXiaiHbreans join the Ficnch at Seringam 61 
^^try to cut off the communication between Trichinopo* 
If and Ibiuiemaifs country, and are repulfed 69 

* enter the Ibnjorc coumiy, plunder it, burn the vil- 

lages, and drive off the cattle 78 

defenbed 103 

^governed by Bramins or Pi lefts 104 

_ — profeft the Gentoo rcbgioo, and believe inlhetraof- 
migution of fouU 105 

' free^boGters their drefs and manner of living io 5 

— —grow iich by making their neighbours tributary to 
them 

—^ambitious viem's of cKtending their tcritories, they 
march to Delli, and fet up a Mogul 107 

- — -conclude a treaty with the Governor of Bombay, to 
Join in the rcdudlion of Angria 122 

— — enter the kingdom of Maiffore 15$ 

— — demand the chout of Arcot and Trlchlnopoly J54 

threaten to lay wafte the countries if no: paid 155 

-- — expence of taking a paity into Englifti pay 187 

— ^farm out their revenue of Surat to an officer 289- 

^army routed by the Pattans 310 

retire at the inibnee of colonel Coote 343 

demand the chout at Arcot, and are engaged by the 
King of Maiflbre to cut off Hydranaig 35a 

Mafulipatam, fiege of ^ 280 

— the French garrifun furrender prifuners of war to colo* 
nel Forde 282 

Matiphus Cawn enters Arcot with 2000 horfe, to join the 
Englifh 84 

his troops Joins colonel Lawrence 91 

refufes to march till his fubhdies arc paid 93 

— blocked up by the Polygars, gains a compleat vidiory 
over the rebels 137 

— — oppofes Iiis brother, and drives his forces out of Ma- 
dura 1 3^ 

Mah 
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Meah Atchund, applies to the Marattas for aSHance to 
turn out Novas *\llec Cawn from thegoveinmcat of Su*** 
rat 28 q 

‘ is joined by the SidJce ab'g 

* bis treaty with X i r. bpencer 29b 

MecrSaib, repuhes the French near Ellavanafoie, and dies 
of his wounds 144 

MichiOs Captain, killed 31 S 

Mogul Shaw Haoiet, depofed by Shaw Abadin Cawn, the 
Vizier, and deprit^ed of his eye fight 7S 

Monagee, pays the Nal^ob a vifit with the affurance of 
Friendfliipfrom the Kmgof Tanjoie 1 14. 

Monfon, Major, wounded at the taking of Conjeveram 

265 

takes Timmery fort 3 <4 

— ^joined by the marines, takes Carical, Chillambrum, 
and Verdachiium 347 

— — defeats the French atOuIagary 352 

Monfoon deferibed 322 

Moolah Allee Shaw, governor of Gombroon, refides at 
Ormus 300 

very troublefome to the merchants, and extorts, by 

means of his Arabs, great loans from them 301 

— — alTures the Ey^ghib ^ 305 

— , — refufes, when called on, for fear of the French 305 

enters into an alliance with the French 307 

Moors, the Mahometans improperly fo called, IntroduSiM 
their manners 

« — - — and charafter 57 

Moods Allee Cawn, his cliaradter 103 

— his deceitful condufl: 117 

•—-—outwitted by Dupleix 
' — . — refufes to pay his tribute to the Nabob 
- — —fends his Vakeel to negotiate at Madrafs r 18 

— — ^pays part of his tribute to major Killpatricfc 
— refufes to fulfil his engagement 
Moracin, Mr. fent to reinforce M. De Conflans at Mafuli- 
patam 286 

finds it taken ; fails with his troops to Gangam, where 

they are greatly harafled by the Raja 
— — -arrives at Pouliacat; is attacked by colonel Filher, 
who takes ten of his officers pnfoners 
^^xeturns to Pondicherry with the remains of his army 
B b 4 Morarow^ 



Morarow, cdmmainder of the Maratfas in Naalrziag^'s ar- 
account of him 9 

fent in purfuit of the French, and with fifteen men 
brciks through their army 

.his detachment defeated by the French 

--has a dcftgn upon Trichinopoly 49 

is joined by 30CO Marattas 

—goes over to the French 50 

^ — ravages the country, and cannonades Xrividy, which 
the EngliCi take from them, and retire 54 

— attacks a party of the Tanjore troops 90 

^ — for a liipuLted fum, paid by the Nabob and King of 
Tanjore, leaves the French army and returns to his own 
country ^ 9^ 

rebels, and endeavours to make himfelf independent 

132 

Muflbot, Sidtke, feizes the caftle of Surat, 1756, and 
propnates to lumfelf one third part of the revenues of 
the town 

‘his force 293 

furrenders the caftle of Surat 295 

Muzapherzing, lays claim to the government of the Car* 
natick ^ ^ 4 

—goes to Sattaarah, enters into alliance with Chunda 
Saib, whom he gets releafed, and applies to Ballazerow 
for alEftance to fupport his pretenfions, who difappoints 
him 

raifes an army, is joined by the French, gains a vic- 
tory over Anaverdy Cawn, whom he kills near Arcot, 
and takes Mauphus Cawn prifoner 4 

-—-takes Arcot, over-runs the whole province, retires to 
Pondicherry, and appoints Chunda Saib Nabob of Ar- 
cot 5 

laifes contributions and lays fiege to Tanjore, and re- 
ceives a large km to raife the fiege 

md Ch-mda Saib, marches out of Pondicherry with a 

large army commanded by M. D'Auteuil ^ 6 

-—his aimy difperfed, he fubmits to Nazirzing, who de- 
tains him a pnfoncr of ftate 9 

- — -proclaimed by the French Viceroy of the Deckan 14 
routed 
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TAmia, tlieaSlng Chief of the Marattas 104 

Nandcrauze, his plot to feize Tnchinopoly 5a 
-is prevented by captain Dalton 52 

—endeavours to get poflelEon of Trichinopoly by ftra- 
Cagenij and makes a propofal to M. De Saullay to join 
hiiB» which he reje& with difdain 113 

decamps from Trichinopoly, marches home and raifes 

arebelhon 114 

*—■ — takes Tinnevelly and befieges Madura 130 

Nazeabulla Cawn^ refufes to pay his arrearsjj and is fupport- 
ed by the Fiench 145 

Nazirzing, appointed Viceroy of the Deckan by the Mo- 

gui 3 

marches an army from Aurengabad, to punifli Muza- 

pherzmg and Chunda Saib for their rebellion 4 

^ the rebels forces, and cuts the French gunners to 
pieces S 

— retakes Arcot 10 

— — marches to retake Gingee; furrounds It 15 

is murdered by the Nabobs of Cadapah and Conda- 

nore in concert with the French. They plunder his 
tent, and divide the fpoil at Pondicherry , . 14 

— Nelloure, deferibed 

Nizam Almuluck, Viceroy of the Deckan 3 

~ — dies, and leaves four Tons, Gauzedey Cawn, Na- 
zirzing, Salabatzing and Nizam Allee 3 


o 


O 

Mrahs, their cowardice and treachery ijg 

-then defign againft the life of Amet Shaw : are 

out-witted by him 1:60 

are put privately to death ' i6i- 

Opium, given both to men and horfes to ferve infiead of 
food, as It damps the appetite, and enables them to en- 
dure fatigue IntroduSitm 

Origin of the war % 

Ormus, defcribed 299 

•--—built by the Portuguefe, who are expelled by the 

Perfians and Enghfh traders 300 

Outremalour, fortification deftroyed by colonel Adler- 

croa 148 

Pa!k 
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|Alk, Mr. in company with the Nabob and colonel 
Lawrence, goes to the King of Tanjore*s court 58 
-commifSoned with colonel Lawrence to treat with the 
King of Maiflbre 61 

-#-fijccceds With the King of Tanjore, and engages him 
to fend 3000 horfe and 2000 lepoys to join colonel 
Lawrence 64 

^ — appointed one of the commifiaries to treat with the 
French, and goes to the congrefs at Sadrafs 79 

—is nnfuccersful at Tanjore, occafioned by the treachery 
of his hnguiit 85 

fucceed^s with the King of Tanjore to fend his cavalry 

to Join colonel Lawience’s army 90 

influences the King of Tanjore to reftore Monagee, 

whom he makes Prime Minifter, and appoints comman- 
- dcr in chief of his army 9t 

fent with Mr. Vanfittart to Pondicherry, and they re- 
turn with the treaty and truce ^ 95 

— « — deputed with colonel Lawrence and Mr. Walfli to in- 
vite the N abob to M ddrafe 1 1 S 

Pattans, deferibed 15^ 

good foldiers 

„ — invade the MoguPs empire 309 

. — defeat Shaw Abadin Cawn, and place Timur on the 
Mogul’s throne ^ 310 

Pharrafs Cawn, deputy governor of Surat, is propofed 
governor 290 

Pigot, Mr, governor of Madrafs, his behaviour ; diftiibutes 
50,000 roupees to the garrifon 204 

Pocock, Admiral, his fleet fails from Madrafs in queft of 
the French fleet 163 

— ~comes up with, and engages them 165 

— repaires his damages at Madrafs, and fails in queft of 
the French fleet which he finds in Pondicherry road 167 
—is prevented from coming up with them for many days 
-——returns to Madrafs road 268 

— difeovers the French fleet in Pondicherry road, and 
makes fignals to chace them 176 

—^engages the French fleet the third of Auguft, 2757 

177 

his fleet anchor off Carical 179 

Pocock, 
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Pococic, Admiral, refits his fqmiton at Bombay^ ami feS; 
for the coaft of Coromandel 3 1 s 

cruifes ofF Pondicherry 

~ — ^waters his fleet at Trincomaky 
* — ~difcovers the French fleet, and chafes them 

1 — makes a figna! for a genera! chacc 31*^ 

— - — makes a fignal for the line of J>att!e;> which the French 
endeavour to avoid by hazy weather 3 1 5 

difcovers the eneroyk fleet, and both make the figfial 

for battle, and engage ^16 

anchors with his fleet in Negapatam road, and repairs 

his damages 319 

receives a letter from the governor and council of 

Fort St* George 

— fails from Negapatam road and difcovers the Fiench 
fleet in Pondicherry road 320 

^ — —obliged to leave off the chafe, and return to Madrafs 
to water his fleet for his voyage to Bombay before the 
change of the Monfoon 322 

— ' — detaches rear admiral Cornifh with fix fliips for the 
coaft of Coromandel 323 

— — detaches rear admiral Stevens from Bombay with four 
ftiips for the coaft of Coromandel 324 

receives orders Er^kn 4 -‘ ^ 

——anchors at Anjengo and fails forEngknd 325 

^arrives at St. Helena, and waits to convoy a large 

fleet of India Chips : arrives fafe in the Downs 326 

Polier, Captain, prevents the enemy from cutting off his 
retreat 87 

cannonades them, gains a vi£lory, and retreats in good 

order S8 

conduds the Nabob to his capital 1 14 

takes Outremalour 147 

commands the troops in Fort St. David wlien it is fur- 

rendered to M. Lally ; figns the capitulation 173 

— — to wipe off his difgrace for the lofs of Fort St. David, 
offers to go a volunteer with colonel Draper m a fally 
from Madrafs 174 

Polygar of Marava, offers^ a free paffage for the Englilh 
troops, and invites them to fettle in his country 1 1 j 
Pondicherry invefted by the Englifli, and obliged by famine 
to furrender without any conditions to coh Coote 3 56 

Prefion, 



INDEX 

Preftori^ Captain^ cuts oiF M, Laily’s fiipplics^ and greatly 
harrafies him durmg ^hc ficge of Madrafs 195 

*— --intercepts a con^ oy of the enemy’s (lores, &c. 209 

— ~ciits off the commerce between Gmgee and Pondi- 
cherry 35 1 

—blocks up Gingee>and intercepts the French convoy 355 
Priefts, the Bramins, abfolve thc*r warriors by facrificing 
of a Buffalo 105 

a 



TJeenborough takes the Ruby, 
is loft in a ftorm 


R 


a French fiiow 


179 

35<5 


R AJa, or nominal Prince of the Marattas, deferibed 104 
Raja of Vifanapore, imprifons the French Chief, 


plucks down their colours and hoifts the Englifti 268 
~ apphes to colonel Chve at Calcutta for affiftance to 
free him from the French tyranny 269 

— troops more intent upon plundering the enemy’s camp 
thanfighting 275 

Raja of Narfipore, joins his troops with colonel Forde’s 
army 277 

Rajamundry given to the Englifli by the Raja of Vifana- 
pore 271 

deferibed 276 

— — taken by the French 280 

Raillard, Lieutenant, font to the relief of Tagada 330 
-——is deferred by the horfe and fepoys 
— — loles his guns, is routed and deilroys hioifelf 331 
Recruits, unufeJ to the climate, fome drop down dead af- 
ter a march of eight mdes 266 

ReSeefioos on the fiegc of Fort St George 256 

References to the plan of Fort St George 261 


S 


S Adet Alice Cawn, Nabob of Arcot i 

Saha Rajah, the nominal Prince of the Marattas 10*4 
St David, Fort, invefted by the French 168 

- — ^-furrenders 169 

St, Thomas’s Mount, deferibed 188 


Salabatzingf 



I N D E X.- 


Salabatzing, proclaimed bj the French Viceroy of the Dec* 
kan iS 

— — m oppofition to Gausscdy Caw% appointed by the 

iVloizal 77 

— Ivh charadier 102 

with M, De Buffy and Law, enter the kingdom of 

Maillb e, and raife a contribution of fifty-two lack of 


roupees 112 

— — difcards M* De Bufiy 133 

writes to the governor of Madrafe, for his affiftance to 

oppofe the French 13^ 

- — IS deprived of alfiftance by the lofs of Olcutta 135 

comes to terms with the French 13^ 

— quits the French intereft, and meets his brother Ni* 
zam Allee at Hydrabad 284 

‘ — treats with the Engldh, and grants them Mafullpatam, 
Nizampatam, and obliges the French troops to leave the 
country 285 

Salifbury, iftrings a leak and is in great diftrefs 323 

Saunders, Mr. governor of Fort St. George, arrives at 

Madrafs jz 


-7— ^endeavours to negotiate a peace with M. Dupleix yg 
— ^-agrees with Mr. Godeheu on a fufpenfion of arms 95 
— . — ei'tertains the Nabob at Madrafs 115 

complains to M%,God«h€ir^of --Nandcmuze's breach 

of the fufpenfion ^ 130 

Sauffay, De, commander of the French at Seringam, re* 
fufestojoin Nanderauze in an attack on Trichmopoly 
during the fufpenfion of arms 113 

communicates the defign to major Killpatrick 1 14 


Schaub's, Captain, company fent in boats from Madrafs for 
Fort St. David, are taken by the French and carried in- 


to Pondicherry ' 45 

Seringam ifland, defcnbed 23 

Seringam pagoda’s, defcribed 24 

occupied by the enemy 25 

Severndroog, defcribed 124 


-- — attacked, burnt, and taken, by commodore James 12^ 
Shaftfbury arrives at Fort St. Geojge from Bombay 244 
Shaw Abadm Cawn appointed Viceroy of the Deckan by 


the Mogul 53 

Shaw Abadin Cawn, his afcendency overjthe Mogul 309 
p— employs two Moors to murder the Mogul 310 

Shaw 



INDEX. 


Sfiaw Abadin Cawn confines all the fons and friends of 
die rilogii!:^ and places on the throne one of the Moguls 
rcLuioiis 210 

Sha^v Afaadin Cawn Joins an army of Marattas 
— —h defeated and routed twice hj the Pattans 2 ^ ^ 
Siddec, admiral of ihe Mogiil^s flcc% refides at Dundee Ra- 
l^rporc 

South, Captain, fends a reinforcement to Tagada 
— - — “farprizes a French convoy 

-.attacks Seringam, and is wounded 

Smith, C aptain, iiiradts Maifibie and takes Cariour 

-.ohligeb the Maifloreans to leave the French to defend 

their own country 351 

Snnicrfce, Captain, wounded in his ankle 318 

Stevens, Rear Admiral, command of the fleet devolves on 


287 

329 

332^ 


him 324 

refa'<cs three Engiifii veffeisfrom theMalwans, pirates, 

and fails to the coaft of Coromandel 325 

arrives in St. David's road 348 

— — -cuts the Baleine and Hermione out of Pondicherry 
road, leaves five fliips m the road, and fails with the re- 
mainder of his fleet to Trincoinalay 354 

Storm off Pondicbcfry, in which 'was loft three Enghlh 
ffiips of the line and a frigate ^ 356 

Surat, inhabitants, invite the E«g! 4 C!i to tafee-proffefSon of 
the caftle, in order to preferve theii property 291 

Surat caftle and Tanka, delivered up to the Englifli 296 
Surat guns, &c. found in the caftle, given to the Engiifh 
Company 298 

Sufpcnfion of arms 95 


T AgadaFort, furrendered to the French on honourable 
terms 331 

Tanjore, kingdom of, its extent and retrenues deferibed 26 
Tanjoic and fondeman's troops join the Englifli 28 
dltroops, commanded by Monagee, retake Koiladdy 34 
— King, promifes to join colonel Lawrence, and deceives 
him 54 

^King, his fplendid court 58 

—-troops, join the Englifli army, and leave it the fame day 
— — ^hoffc, inflead of purfuing the enemy, plunder their 
camp 72 

Tanjore, 



INDEX. 


Tanjore^, King of, threatened hy Nanderanze Id hzvt 
his country laid wafte, if he did not quit his engagements 
With the tnglifh 73 

— * troops, commanded hy Monagce, defeat the Marattas, 
and take eight hundred horfe yq 

troops, diftanded by the advice of Saccogee 

——in the F rench intercft 8 j 

— troops, under Monagee, join the Englifh 93 

his charader 102 

— -King, and Tondeman, proteft againft the EngliQi 
treating with the Marava 1 1 1 

««i-~ — King, infills on the reftitution of his country taken 
from him by thePolygar of Marava ♦ 130 

•— alfo two diftridls that Monagee had conveyed to Ton- 
deman 

~ — King, confents that the Frenchfhould pafs through his 
country, offers them a fmall firm of money, butrefufes 
them his troops 182 

^—.-confines the two French hoftages, and in a fally de-. 

feats the French army, and raifes the liege ofTanjore 184 
— — chicanery to major Caillaud 1 94 

Tondeman’s charaSer 103 

Trichinopoly, King of, dies 2 

three competitors for the t hrone ^ 

the Alco- 
ran, on which he fwbre to be true to her, and poifons 
herfelf 

^-—government changed, and becomes dependant on the 
Nabob of Arcot 

taken by the Marattas 3 

— defcribed . 2o 

garnfon makes a fally, and diffrefs the French in their 

retreat 7 1 

— — reinforced 76 

— in diftrefs for want of provifion and fuel Sz 

• — — reinforced from Fort St. David 144 

— its importance 145 

Tripetry feaft, defcribed 155 

Trivedy, taken by the French iz 

— — garrifon, fally out on the French, and are put to the 
fword, furrenders to the French 6 x 

Tiuce^figncd by governor Saunders and Sieur Godeheu 9^ 


Vaii"» 



index; 

V 

V Anfittart, Mr. is appointed one of the commiirdries 
treat with the Fiench, and goes to the congrefs a® 
^adrafs 79 

difeovers Dupleix’s forgery of the Mogul’s faneds 8 1 

ient with Mr. Palk to Pondicherry, and returns with 

the treatv and truce '-<^,95 

Vafferot, De, Captain, with ten troopers, perfoiins'a gal- 
lant aaion 195 

Jays wafte the bounds of Pondicheiry 3 }.3 

\ iftf’-apatam, fummontd by M. de Bufly, and furrendeied 

Volconda, Governor of, declares for the French - 17 

W 


W Andcwafii, taken by colonel Adlercron, and eva- 
cuates it 14-9 

taken by the Engliflt 333 

— battle near 34° 

Watfon, Admiral, arrives at Madrafs, with a fleet from 

^ England ‘ ' 9 S 

• fcoOTtnands the Engliflh fleet againft the pirates on the 

JVl alabar coaft aSv--— ^ 


— arrives at Bombay 1 27 

fummons the fort of Geiiah to furrender, but receives 

no anfwer ; filences their batteries and burns Angrja’s 
fleet, and takes the place 128 

Weyaconda, attacked and battered in breach, efcaladed, 
and taken by colonel Lawrence 72 

Wood, Captain, routs ^iulapherzing’s forces, and takes 


his camp 


344 


Directions for placing the P L A T E S. 
r. Map of the Mogul empire ia face the IniroduSllon. 


2. Map of the coall of Coromandel i 

3. Plan of I'richinopoly j, 20 

4. Map of the Maratta country 121 

|. View of the attack on Severndroog 125 

I. View of the attack on Geriah 128 

7. Plan of the fiege of Fort St. George 

8. Plan of the battle of Wandewafli jr ' 34* 

9. Plan of Pondicherry ffy 35^ 




